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Page 16, line 19 from bottom, read, General Gage prepared to embark, P. 32, I. 4 
from bot. r. Zedwitz, P. 33, l. 7 from bot, r. from Staten-I/lana. P. 39, 1. 5, dele 
Ei. P. 45, l. 5 and 20 from bot, 1. Batut. P. 49, 1. 11, r. arrived in France, P. 56, 
1. 24, r. Compo. P. 67, I. 5, d. as. P. 69, 1. 14 from bot. r. Auguſt 16. 1. . 
r. Ganſewoort, P. 73, I. 17, r. Staunton. P. 75, I. 6 from bot. r. Manſieur de Coudrey. 
P. 78, 1. 18, r. Peek's Kill. P. 79, 1. 10, r. place. P. $0, 1. 4 from bot. r. thus for 
their cauntry. P. 85,1. 15 from bot. r. Nixon. P. $9, 1. 16, r. it was evacuated. P. 93, 
J. 5 from bot. r. after theis capture. P. 102, 1. 6 from bot. r. ſecured, 1. 2 from bot. r. 
ſituated, P. 106, 1. 6, r. L'Engageante, l. 24, r. were thus related. P. 114, 1. 10 from 
bot. r. Count left Boſton. P. 120, I. 22, r. Welderen. 1. 15 from bot. r. Zell and Zealand. 
P. 122, J. 19, r. Cowen's ferry. P. 125, 1. 22 from bot, r. Lawton, P. 128, I. 14 from 
bot. r. Fuly 5, P. 135, 1. 21, r. Snape, P. 146, 1. 18 from bot. r. Queen of Franco. 


P. 147, 1. 19, r. and privates. P. 149, 1. 17, r. May 15th. P. 150, I. 2 and 8 from 


bot. r. Caſwell, P. 151, I. 7, read Caſwell, P. 152, I. 17, r. ſo elated. 1. 18 from bot. 
r. North River. P. 153, 1. 12, from bot. r. Taller's Point. 1. 2 from bot. r. written by 
a gentleman. P. 157, I. 10, r. cloſe of the war. P. 158, 1. 10, dele 7. I. 11, r. royal 
Partisan. P. 161, I. 13 frem bot. Brigadier- General Morgan. P. 164, I. 15 from bot. 


1. moved two pieces, P. 165, I. 9 from bot. r. Shararas. P. 166, 1. 7, r. ſo as 79 be. P. 


168, 1. 21, r. Gunby. P. 172, I. 22, r. thought it. P. 177, 1. 5 from bot. r. Earl Moira. 
P. 185, I. 1, r. Du Portail. P. 190, 1. 11, r. Chiftaw. P. 192, 1. 23, r. trop. P. 193, 


1. 16 an! 21 from bot. r. Marian. P. 202, I. 2, from bot, r. in forming. P. 206, 1. 16 
from bot, r. Horrors. 8 
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An HISTORICAL JOURNAL 
OF THE 


AMERICAN WAR, 


— 


The following Journal contains a brief detail of the principal events 
which occaſioned the Revolution in America, and which took place 
during the War, which ended in its Independence. The facts were 

collected by a gentleman of information and judgment, and it is hoped 
that our readers wil derive pleaſure and improvement from its peruſal. 


INTRODUCTION. 


FTER the peace of 176g had taken place, between England and 

France, the councils of Mr. Pitt (afterwards Ear! of Chatham) 
being rejected; Lord Bute and his coadjutor were introduced into the 
Britiſh Adminiſtration, under the auſpices of King George the third. 
A new ſyſtem of Colonial Government, was contemplated, and a plan 
for raiſing a revenue in America, was brought forward, by George 
Grenville, 88 called Lord George Grenville) then at the 
head of the Britiſh Finances. It was reported to Parliament, and had 
their approbation, and an Att was paſſed ior this purpoſe, in 1765, 
called the“ Stamp Act,“ by which no inſtruments were valid in law, 
unleſs written on ſtamped papers, on which a duty was laid. It re- 
cieved the royal aſſent, and was ſent over to the Colonies to be put in 
execution by ſtamp officers appointed in each Colony. 


* . 


* 


The Coloniſts diſallowed the right of Parliament to impoſe taxes up- 
on them without their conſent, and while they continued unrepreſent- 
ed in Parliament; taxation and repreſentation in their view being inſep- 
arably connected in the Britiſh Conſtitution. i 

To enforce the operation of their unconſtitutional Atts, Parliament, 
ordered a naval and military force to rendezvous at Bo/ton, in Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay. General Gage, who had ſucceeded to the government 
of it, detached ſome of the troops into the country to ſeize provincial 
ſtores. This detachment commenced hoſtilities at Lexington, in that 
Province, which afterwards ſpread through the United Colonies; and 


iſſued in the diſmemberment of thirteen of them from the Crown of 
Great Britain, 
A. 


N. B. A PARTICULAR narration of the public tranſactions at 


theriſe of the troubles in America, and the commencement of hoſtilities 


©. a” 


in the (then provipce now) Commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts, is contain- = t 
ed in a manuſcript entitled © Memoirs of the revolution of Maſſachu- x E 
fetts Bay,” in a ſeries of letters which, on ſuitable encouragement, will —_ 7 
probably be publiſhed in a ſeparate volume. The occurrences, there- 1 
fore, in the Maſfachuſetts are only noted at their reſpective dates in I 
mn the following Journal. And a detail is here given of the principal = + 
eventsin the other States of the Union. 7 d 
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TP HE// public oppoſition 1 to acts of Parliament in Boſ- 1765. 
ton was on this day, 

In the morning ſome pageantry was diſcovered to be ſul- Aug. 14. 
pended on liberty tree (fo called) at the ſouth part of the 
town. A promiſcuous multitude aſſembled at the cloſe of 
the day, cut down the pageantry, and carried it through the 
ſtreets of the town; demoliſhed a ſmall edifice, and damaged 
the gardens of Andrew Oliver, Eſq. (then Secretary of the 
Province) who had accepted the office of a Stamp Maſter. g 


The effigies were then conſumed ing, bonfire on Fort Hill. 


This day Parliament repeal the Stamp Act and paſs the 15766. 
Declaratory Act in which they aſlert © They have a right to 
bind the Colonies in all caſes whatſoever.” The deſpotiſm March 18. 
diſcovered in this act alarmed all the Colonies, who after- 


wards united for their common defence. 


Parliament paſſed an act impoſing a duty to be paid by the 176%. 
Coloniſts, on paper, glaſs, painters' colours and teas imported yd 
into the Colonies. 

William Burch and Henry Hulton, Efqrs. two of the five No-em. 
Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms, RIS at Bolton. They are 
appointed to reſide in the capital of Maſſachuſetts Bay to re- 
ceive and diſtribute the Revenue. | 

The Maſſachuſetts Circular Letter to the ſiſter Colonies, 1768. 
ſtating their grievances, and requeſting them to harmonize 
with them in decent and probable meaſures to obtain redreſs, Feb, 11. 
which gave umbrage to the Britiſh adminiſtration, bears chis 
date. : | 

The fir/t ſeizure made by the Commiſſioners of the Cul. June 10 
toms was in Boſton; being a wine veſſel belonging to John 
Hancock, Eſq. then an eminent merchant in the town, 


The circumitances that attended this ſeizure occaſioned much 


commotion and diforder for a ſhort time. 

Governour Bernard dillolved the Maſſachuſetts General Auguſt 
Court, being the puniſhment Lord Hillſborough inſtructed *® 
him to inflict, if they would not reſcind the Circular Letter. 

The Boſton merehanis agree not to import any more Brit. 17 
:{h goods till the Revenue Act 15 repcaled. 


* 
2 


PPP 


* 
e 


1 
1 
i 
' 
1 
© ; 


1768. 


— 
Sept. 22. 


Sept. 28. 


April. 


May. 


May 30. 
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This day met at Boſton, a convention of delegates from 
the various towns in the Maſſachuſetts Bay, to deliberate on 
conſlitutional meaſures to obtain relief from their grievan- 
ces. 

Arrived at Boſton, from Halifax, the 14th and 29th, and 
part of the 59th Britiſh regiments, eſcorted by ſeven armed 
veſſels, deſigned, at leaſt, to awe the provincials into a com- 
pliance with acts of Parliament, however unconſtitutional 
they might be. Theſe troops were quartered in the town 
of Boſton, contrary to the remonſtrances of the council, and 
the wiſhes of the citizens. 

Arrived at Boſton, from Ireland, part of the 64th and bak 
regiments, under the Colonels Mackey and Pomeroy. 

The Houſe of Lords, having in their reſolves cenſured 


the proceedings of Boſton, the Town forwarded a petition to 


the King in their vindication. 


Maſſachuſetts New Aſſembly met in Boſton, by precepts 


from Gov. Bernard, ten months after he had diffolved the 


Old Aﬀſembly ; it being the annual election day agrecably 
to their charter. 

Sir Francis Bernard is recalled, and leaves his govern- 
ment of Maſſachuſetts Bay, to the adminiſtration of Lieu- 
tenant Governour Hutchinſon. 

The time limited by the Boſton merchants, for non- -Impor- 
tation, having expired ; they renew and extend their non— 
importation agreement, till the Revenue Atts are repealed. 

On the evening of this memorable day, the maſſacre in 
Euuon was perpetrated in King-ſtreet by a party of the 29th 
regiment, then under the orders of Captain Thomas Preſton ; 
five of the inhabitants were killed outright and mortally 
wounded—three or four more were wounded, This cauſed 
the citizens decenily, though firmly and reſolutely to inſiſt 


on the troops being removed from town, to the Caſtle, and 


they accompliſhed it. 

The uſe of India teas entirely laid aſide in Boſton. Par- 
liament had taken off the duties on paper, glaſs and painters 
colours, but retained the duty on tea, to ſupport the claim 


of ſupremacy. 


This month died in England, Denaii de Berdt, Eſq. Maſ- 
ſachuſetts Provincial Agent. He was ſucceeded in that office, 
by Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 

Agreeably to a vote of the town of Boſton, Capt. Scott 
ſailed trom thence this month for London, with the cargoe 
of goods he had brought frum thence, contrary to the non- 
importation agreement; to give evidence on the other ſide 
the water, of the ſincerity of ſaid agreement. 

This day the election of Counſellors for the Province of 


< 


Maſſachuſetts Bay, was held at Cambridge contormably tg 
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Governour Hutchinſon's orders, but contrary to their Char- 1770. 
ter, and the ſenſe of the whole Province. The patriotic par- yd 
ty celebrated the day in Boſton. An ox was roaſted on the 
common, and given to the populace. | 

Lieutenant Governour Hutchinſon, by virtue of inſtruc- Sept. 10. 
tions, delivered Cafile William, in Boſton harbour, to Colo- 
nel Dalrymple, to be garriſoned by Britiſh troops. 

The Earl of Dunmore arrived at New-York, being ap- Oct. 15 
pointed Governour of that Colony. The Scotiſh intereſt 
at this time, was great in England. | 

The trial of Captain Thomas Preſton, for the maſſacre, Oct. 23. 
on the 5th ot March laſt, came on, at the Superior Court of 
Judicature, held in Boſton, He is brought in, not guzlty, 
and diſcharged. | 

The eight ſoldiers, who were indicted alſo, for the maſſa- Nov, 27. 
cre, had their trial begun this day. It laſted ſeven days, 
when, two only, were found guilty of man-{laughter : Thele 
were {lightly branded, and al of them liberated. Theſe tri- 
als were the ſubject of much animadverſion. 

Lieutenant Governour Hutchinſon receives a Commiſſion 1771. 
to be Governour and Commander in chief of the Province 
of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. He refuſes the Provincial ſalary, May 11. 
and receives it out of the American Revenue Cheſt, being 
made independent of the people, and 1s paid by the Crown. 
Eſteemed by the people, a dangerous innovation. | 

Admiral Montague ſucceeds Commodore Gambier as Auguſt. 


Commander 1n chief of the Naval Armament, at Boſton. 1772. 
The King's armed ſchooner Gaſpee, having been trouble 
ſome to the trade oi Rhode-lfland, they burnt her, une . 


Colonel Dalrymple with the 14th regiment, quitted their u 22. 
barracks at Caſtle William; being ordered to Barbadoes, 
from thence to proceed on an expedition againſt the poor 
Caraibs at St, Vincents, 

The Maſſachuſetts General Court petition the King to 1773. 
remove Governour Hutchinſon, and Lieutenant Governour —y— 
Andrew Oliver, from their reſpective offices in the Prov- June 23. 
ince. 5 
A Committee of Correſpondence was choſen in Boſton. Nov. 22. 
This is the foundalion of the Union of the American States. | 

On the evening of this day, three cargoes of teas the prop- Dec. 16. 
erty of the Kaſt-Ind.a Company in London, were thrown | 
into the docks in Boſton, and deſtroyed by a number of per- 
ſons diſguiſed like the Indian natives, Neither the Govern— 
our nor Commiſſioners, wouid grant liberty to ſend it back, 

The Cruiſer {loop of war, Capt. Howe, arrived at Boſton December 
this month, bringing a commiſſion under the Great Seal of 
England, appointing Joſeph Wanton of Rhode-Illand, Dan- 
iel Horſemanden Chief Juſtice of New-York, Frederick 


— — bs EI 


| 
| 
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1774. 


January. 


May 14. 


June. 


Auguſt 8. 


Sept. 5. 
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Smith Chief Juſtice of New- Jerſey, Peter Oliver Chief Juſ- 
tice of Maſſachuſetts Bay, and Robert Auchmuty Judge of 
Admiralty, to make inquiry into the affair of burning the 


Gaſpee at Rhode-Iſland. Admiral Montague was directed 


to hoiſt his flag at Newport, during the fitting of the court 
of inquiry, This indicated a rigorous procedure. The 
Commiſſioners accordingly met at Newport, made inquiry, 
and adjourned. They met again, and diſſolved their meet- 
ing. It produced nothing but expenſe. 

The petition from Maſſachuſetts General Court, to re- 
move Governour Hutchinſon from the Government was dil- 
miſſed by King and Council, but he was notwithſtanding ſu- 
perſeded ſoon after, | 

Major General Thomas Gage arrived this day at Boſton, 
with a commiſſion to be Governour of ſaid Province, in room 
of Thomas Hutchinſon, Eſq. and commander in chief ot his 


Majeſty's forces in North America, 


Governour Hutchinſon took his departure for England, 
An act of Parliament, called the Boſton Port Bull,” to 
ſhut up the Port, as a puniſhment for deſtroying the teas in 
December laſt, was under conſideration of the town at the 


time of General Gage's arrival; and many ſpirited reſolves 
were paſſed at the town meetings, | 


The new Governour was inſtructed to hold the General 
Court at Salem. They accordingly met there this month. 
At the cloſe of the ſeſſion, they chole five delegates to meet 


ſuch as ſhould be choſen by the other Colonies, to convene 


at Philadelphia, and take into conſideration the alarming 
ſtate of all the Colonies, &c. This was the baſis of the Con- 
tinental Congreſs, 

General Gage receives an act of Parliament which alters 
the conſtitution of Maſſachuſetts Bay, as it ſtood under the 
charter of William and Mary. ; 

Thomas Oliver appointed to ſucceed Andrew Oliver, Elq. 


deceaſed, as Lieutenant Governor ot Maſſachuſetts Bay; his 


commiſſion was read this day. 

The t Continental Congreſs convened at Philadelphia, 
conſiſting of delegates from the twelve United Colonies, viz. 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, 
New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North. Carolina, and South-Carolina.“ 

They paſſed ſundry reſolves declaring their rights. They 
agreed on a joint petition to King George III. tor redreſs of 


their grievances. They wrote letters to the people of Great 


Britain, * on the ſubje& ot the controverſy between them; 
to the inhabitants of the Colonies,” and to the inhabitants of 


* Georgia unzted with the twelve Colonies afterwards, 
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the American War. 


the Province of Quebec; and formed an aſſociation ſor the 
X purpoſes of non-importation, non-conſumption, and non- 
exportation, for continuing the total diſuſe of India teas, to 
encourage trugality, promote agriculture, arts and manufac- 
| tures, diſcountenance extravagance, &c. &c. 


ies: And in the moſt explicit manner delivered his ſenti- 
ments in the Houſe of Lords. He moved for an addreſs to 
bis Majeſty, © To remove the troops from Boſton, as neceſ- 
ſarily preparative to the reſtoration of peace.” 

Ill wiſhnot my Lords (ſaid the noble Earl) to loſe a day 


J 75 in this urgent preſſing criſis. One hour now loſt in allaying 

the ferment in America may produce years. of calamity. I 
| | contend not for indulgence but e to America, I ſhall 
n ever contend that the Americans juſtly owe obedience to the 
is | Legiſlature of Great Britain, 23 a limited degree, They owe 

us obedience to our ordinary trade and navigation, but let the 

line be ſkiltully drawn between the ſubjetts of theſe ordinan- 
o Nees, and their private 2nternal property.: Let the ſacred- 
in nels of their property remain inviolate. Let it ve taxable on- 
e 0 by their own conſent, given in theer provincual aſſemblies, 
s elſe it will ceaſe to be property. 


= *© The victory can never be obtained by exertions. Our 

al WT force would be moſt diſproportionably exerted againſt a 
n. brave, generous and united people, with arms in their hands, 
and courage in their hearts. Three millions of people, the 
genuine deſcendants of a valiant and pious anceſtry, driven 
bo to thoſe deſerts by the narrow maxims of ſuperſtitious tyran- 
5 ny, cannot be conquered. And is the ſpirit of tyrannous 
8 perſecution never to be repealed? Are the brave ſons of 


„ thole brave forefathers to inherit their ſuſſerings, as they 
g 8 have inherited their virtues ? 
© he Boſtonians have been condemned unheard / alluding 
7 to the Boſton Port Bill, as a puniſhment for deſtroying the 
tf Zafl-India Compan)'s Teas.) The indiſcriminating hand of 
_ 1 vengeance has lumped together innocent and guilty, with all 
i the formalities of hoſtilities; and reduced to beggary and 
14, indigence, thirty thouſand inhabitants. 
2. Ihe glorious {pirit of whigiſm, animates three millions in 
ut, America, who prefer poverty with liberty, to gilded chains 
id, and ſordid affluence ; and who will die in detence of their 
rights as men, as free men. Every motive of juſtice, and of 
CY [| policy, of dignity and of prudence, urges you to allay the 
of © terment in America, by a removal of your troops from Boſ- 
eat FF ton, by a repeal of your Acts of Parliament, and by demon- 
of 0 Arations of an amicable diſpoſition, towards your Colonies, 
| Ph 


Kg : 1 


* Internal taxes 15 the bone of contention.— FRANKLIN 


1779» 


Lord Chatham zealoully eſpouſed the cauſe of the Colon- Jan. 20. 


8 


1775. 
2775. 


March. 


April. 19. 


May. 
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On the other hand, every danger and every hazard, impend 
to deter you from perſeverance in your preſent rummous 
meaſures. Foreign War hanging over your head by a ſingle 
thread ; France and Spain watching your condutt, and wait- 
ing for the maturity of your errors, with a vigilant eye to 
America, and the temper of our Coloniſts,“ &c. &c.* In this 
manner ſpake this great, this honeſt Stateſman, but his voice 
was not attended to: And they perſevered in what his Lord. 
{hip calls, with great propriety, their ruinous meaſures, 
Lord North's conciliatory plan, ſo called, was received at 
Philadelphia this month. It propoſed ** that the ſeveral Aſ- 
ſemblies on the Continent, ſhould tax themſelves in ſuch 
proportions, and under ſuch limitations as were therein ex- 
refed, agreeable to a Reſolve of the Houſe of Commons, 
of the 20th February. But before the Aſſemblies could meet 
to take it into conſideration, the Britiſh troops had com- 
menced hoſtilities ; the plan was to be laid, by the ſeveral 
Governours then in being, before the Aſſembly , each 
Colony. The firſt for this purpoſe that met was at Philadel- 


phia ; but this was not till the month of May, which pre- 


vented any good effects or plans, the Colonial Aſſemblies 
might have adopted, in conſequence of Lord North's propo- 
ſal. For, prior to the meeting ot the Aſſembly, viz. On 
Hoſtilities were commenced by a detachment of the Brit- 
1h troops, ordered from Boiton by Governour General 
Gage, who having advanced to Lexington, about 12 miles, 


from the capital, on ſeeing a company of militia parading 


there, fired on them whz/e diſperſing, killed eight of them, 
and wounded many others. They then proceeded to Con— 
cord to deſtrov ſome provincial military ſtores; but being 
oppoſed by the country militia, they returned to Boſton with 
much difficulty, and not without the loſs of 273 killed, 
wounded and miſſing. At this time the American war 
commenced, and the country militia inveſted the town of 
Boſton, where the Britiſh troops were quartered. )\ 

This month Governour Legge of Halifax paſled an act to 
prohibit the exportation of gun powder, arms, ammunition, 
and ſalt petre coaſl ways, fearing they might fall into the 
hands of the United Colonies, 

The Boſtonians deliver up their fire arms by agreement 
with the Governour, as a condition of their removing into 
the country, The Governour fails in {ome part of the agrees 
ment, to the injury of the Boſtonians. 

Boſton now became the King's garriſon, 


# See Lord Chatham's Speech in the. Ilouſe of Lords printed, 


24 the hublic newſpavers, 
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A plan being adopted by the Continental Congreſs to 1775. 


ſecure the Canadians to the Continental intereſt ; and 


5 | thereby defeat a ſcheme ſaid to be propoſed by the Gover- 

; nour of Canada, General Carlton, to employ the Canadians 

6 and Indians to make inroads on the frontier ſettlements of 

TR New England. In purſuance of the Continental deſign, 

8 expeditions into what is called the Northern Department, 

J. were undertaken, under ſanction of Congreſs. 1 

DPD pon a propoſal made to Colonel Ethan Allen of Ben- 

at nington, he raiſed the Green Mountain Boys (thoſe are ſo cal- 

{ IF led who ſettled at Vermont on the New-Hampſhire grants.) 

RA He ſurpriſed the garriſon of Ticonderoga and took it this May 10. 

Ms day, with a quantity of cannon and ſtores, without loſs of a 
man. . | 

1% Crown Point was taken the ſame day by Colonel Seth 

. Warner. = 

al The Maſſachuſetts Provincial Congreſs renounce General 

TY Gage as their Governour, and diſclaim paying obedience to 

J. his acts or proclamations. His juriſdiction now is confin- 

9 ed within the walls of the capital only. 

55 The Generals Howe, Burgoyne and Clinton, arrive at May 25, 

7 Boſton from England, to carry on the war Great Britain 

had began in the Colonies. 

15 General Gage iſſues a proclamation, declaring the Maſſa- June 12. 

al chuſetts Bay to be in a ſtate of Rebellion. | | 

5 | Bunker Hill battle was tought this day againſt the Provin- June 17; 

ng. cials by General Howe, with about three thouſand troops 

* 4 from Boſton—Charleſtown is burnt—General Warren ſlain 

#7 on the fide of the Provincials—The Britiſh gain the 

ng hill, with the loſs of eighteen hundred and fifty- one“ killed 

K 4 and wounded ; among which were eighty-five officers : 

40 This was to the Britiſh a dear bought victory. — They erect 

als a fortreſs on the hill. 5 1 2 

of General George Waſhington arrived this day at the Pro- 7,/y 2 
vincial camp in Cambridge ; having been appointed by 

to the unanimous voice of the Continental Congrels, gener- 

5 aliſſimo of all the troops raiſed, or to be raiſed for the defence 

he of the United Colonies, and took command of the country 
militia inveſting the town of Boſton. 

_ SE *© Seven hundred and forty-fix, hilled ; eleven hundred and 

-c. ve, wounded. ; | 

en, . 
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1775. 


W 
July 6. 


An Hiſtorical Journal of 


In CONGRESS, july 6, 1775. 


A DECLARATION by the Repreſentatives of the United 
Colonies of North America, ſetting forth the cauſes and 
neceſſity of their taking up arms. | 
F it were poſſible for men who exerciſe their reaſon, 
to believe, that the divine Author of our exiſtence in- 

tended a part of the human race to hold an abſolute property 

in, and an unbounded power over others, marked out by his 
infinite goodneſs and wiſdom, as the objects of a legal dom- 
ination, never righteoully reſiſtible, however ſevere and op- 
preſſive: The inhabitants of theſe Colonies might at leaſt re- 
quire from the Parliament of Great Britain, ſome evidence 
that this dreadful authority over them has been granted to 
that body. But a reverence for our great Creator's princi- 
ples of humanity, and the dictates of common ſenſe, muſt 
convince all thoſe who reflect upon the ſubject, that govern- 
ment was inſtituted to preſerve the welfare of mankind, and 
ought to be adminiſtered for the attainment of that end. 
The Legiſlatureot Great Britain, however ſtimulated by an 
inordinatepaſſiontora power not only unjuſtifiable, but which 
they know to be peculiarly reprobated by the very Conſtitu- 
tion of that kingdom, and deſperate of ſucceſs in any mode 
ot conteſt, where regard ſhould be had to truth, law or right, 
have at length, deſerting theſe, attempted to effect their cru- 
el and impolitic purpoſe of enflaving theſe Colonies by vi- 
olence, and have thereby rendered it neceſſary for us to cloſe 
with their laſt appeal from reaſon to arms. Yet, however 


blinded that aſſembly may be, by their intemperate rage for 


unlimited domination, ſo to ſlight juſtice, and the opinion of 


ſpect to the reſt of the world, to make known the juſtice of 
our cauſe. | | 
Our forefathers, inbabitants of the iſland of Great Britain, 


left their native land, to ſeek on thele ſhores, reſidence for 


civil and religious freedom. At the expenſe of their blood ; 
at the hazard of their fortunes ; without the leaſt charge to 
the country from whence they removed; by increaſing la- 
bour, and an unconquerable ſpirit, they effected ſettlements 
in the diſtant and inhoſpitable wilds of America, then filled 
with numerous, and warlike nations of barbarians, Societies 
or governments veſted with pertett legiſlatures were formed 
under Charters from the Crown, and an harmonious inter. 
courſe was eſtabliſhed between the Colonies, and the king. 
dom from winch they derived their origin, The mutual 
benefits of this Union became, 1: a ſhort time, ſo extraordi- 
nary as to excite aſtoniſhment, 
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It is univerſally confeſſed that the amazing increaſe of the 
wealth, ſtrength and navigation of the realm aroſe from this 
ſource, and the miniſter who ſo wiſely and ſucceſsfully di- 
rected the meaſures of Great Britain in the late war, publicly 
declared, that theſe Colonies enabled her to triumph over 
her enemies. Towards the concluſion of that war, it pleaſed 
our ſovereign to make a change in his councils, 
= From that fatal moment, the affairs of the Britiſh empire, 
began to fall into confuſion ; and gradually {liding from the 
ſummit of glorious proſperity to which they had been ad- 
vanced by the virtues and abilities of one man, are at length 
diſtracted by the convulſions that now ſhake it to its deepeſt 
foundations. The new miniſtry, finding the brave foes of 
Britain, though frequently defeated, yet ſtill, contending, 
took up the unfortunate idea of granting them a halty peace, 
and of then ſubduing her faithful friends. | 

8 Theſe devoted Colonies were judged to be in ſuch a ſtate 
as to preſent victories without bloodſhed, and all the eaſy 
emoluments of ſtatutable plunder. The uninterrupted ten. 
or of their peaceable and reſpectful behaviour from the be- 
ginning of Colonization, their dutiful, zealous and uſeful fer.. 
vices during the war, though ſo recently and amply acknowl- 
== edged by his Majeſty, by the late King and by Parliament, 
could not ſave them trom the meditated innovations. 

Parliament was influenced to adopt the pernicious pro— 
JeR, and aſſuming anew power over them, have in the courſe 


and conſequences attending this power, as to leave no doubt 
concerning the effects of acquieſcence under it. They have 
FX undertaken to give and grant our money without our con- 
FX ſent, though we have ever exerciſed an excluſive rightfto diſ- 
poſe of our own property; ſtatutes have been paſled for ex- 
ending the juriſdiction of courts of Admiralty and Vice 
EX Admiralty beyond heir ancient limus ; tor depriving us of 
the accuſtomed and ineſtimable privilege of trial by jury in 
caſes affecting both lite and property; for ſuſpending the 
= Legiſlature of one of the Colonies ; for interdicting all com— 
merce to the capital of another; and for altering fundament- 
* ally the form of government eſtabliſhed by charter, and ſe— 
Ag cored by acts of its own Legillature, lotemntly confirmed by 
ME tbe crown, for exempting the“ murderers” of coloniſts trom 
legal trial, and in effect from puniſhment; lor erecting in a 
neighbouriog province acquired by the joint arms of Great 
Britain and America, a deſpotiſm dangerous to our very ex- 
lence; and for quartering ſoldiers upon the coloniſts in 
ame of profound peace. It has alſo been reſolved in Par- 
liment that coloniſts charged with commuting certain ol— 
] 24 tences ſhall be tranſported to England to be tried. 


of eleven years, given ſuch decilive ſpecimens of the ſpirit 
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Is CONGRESS, July 6, 1775. 


A DECLARATION by the Repreſentatives of the United 
Colonies of North America , ſetting forth the 9 95 and 
neceſſity of their taking up arms. 


1 it were poſſible for men who exerciſe their reaſon, 
to believe, that the divine Author of our exiſtence in- 


tended a part of the human race to hold an abſolute property 


in, and an unbounded power over others, marked out by his 
infinite goodneſs and wiſdom, as the objects of a legal dom- 
ination, never righteouſly reſiflible, however ſevere and op- 
preſſive: The inhabitants of theſe Colonies might at leaſt re- 
quire from the Parliament of Great Britain, ſome evidence 
that this dreadful authority over them has been granted to 
that body. But a reverence for our great Creator's princi- 

les of hamanity, and the dictates of common ſenſe, muſt 
convince all thoſe who reflect upon the ſubjett, that govern- 
ment was inſlituted to preſerve the welfare of mankind, and 


_ ought to be adminiſtered for the attainment of that end. 


The Legiſlatureot Great Britain, however ſtimulated by an 
inordinate paſſionfor a power not only unjuſtifiable, but which 
they know to be peculiarly reprobated by the very Conſtitu- 
tion of that kingdom, and deſperate of ſucceſs in any mode 
ot conteſt, where regard ſhould be had to truth, law or right, 
have at length, deſerting theſe, attempted to effect their cru- 
el and impolitic purpoſe of enflaving theſe Colomes by vi- 
olence, and have thereby rendered it neceſſary for us to cloſe 
with their laſt appeal from reaſon to arms. Yet, however 
blinded that aſſembly may be, by their intemperate rage for 
unlimited domination, ſo to flight juſtice, and the opinion of 
mankind, we eſteem ourſelves bound, by obligations of re- 
ipett to the reſt of the world, to make known the juſtice of 
our cauſe, 

Our forefathers, inhabitants of the iſland of Great Britain, 
left their native land, to ſeek on thele ſhores, reſidence for 
civil and religious freedom. At the expenſe of their blood x 


at the hazard of their fortunes ; without the leaſt charge to 


the country from whence they removed ; by increaſing la- 
bour, and an unconquerable ſpirit, they effeted ſettlements 


- I the diſtant and inhoſpitable wilds of America, then filled 


with numerous, and warlike nations of barbarians, Societies 
or governments veſted with perfect legiſlatures were formed 
under Charters from the Crown, and an harmonious inter- 
courſe was eſtabliſhed between the Colonies, and the king= 
dom from which they derived their origin. The mutual 
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It is univerſally confeſſed that the amazing increaſe of the 1775. 
wealth, ſtrength and navigation of the realm arvle from this | 
ſource, and the miniſter w#2 ſo wiſely and ſucceſsfully di- 
rected the meaſures of GreatBritain in the late war, publicly 
declared, that theſe Colonies enabled her to triumph over 
her enemies. Towards the concluſion of that war, it pleaſed 
our ſovereign to make a change in his councils, 
From that fatal moment, the affairs of the Britiſh empire, 
began to fall into contuſion ; and gradually ſliding from the 
© ſummit ot glorious proſperity to which they had been ad- 
voanced by the virtues and abilities of one man, are at length 
diſtracted by the convulſions that now ſhake it to its deepeſt 
foundations. The new miniſtry, finding the brave foes of 
Britain, though frequently defeated, yet ſtill, contending, 
took up the unfortunate idea of granting them a halty peace, 5 
and of then ſubduing her faithful friends. 
= Theſe devoted Colonies were judged to be in ſuch a ſtate 
Jas to preſent victories without bloodſhed, and all the eaſy 
emoluments of ſtatutable plunder. The uninterrupted ten. 
or of their peaceable and reſpectful behaviour from the be- 
ginning of Colonization, their dutiful, zealous and uſeful fer.. 
vices during the war, though ſo recently and amply acknowl- 
= edged by his Majeſty, by the late King and by Parliament, | , 
could not ſave them from the meditated innovations. 
Parliament was influenced to adopt the pernicious pro- 
ect, and aſſuming anew power over them, have in the courſe 
ol eleven years, given ſuch deciſive ſpecimens of the ſpirit 
and conſequences attending this power, as to leave no doubt | 
concerning the effects of acquieſcence under it. They have 
undertaken to give and grant our money without our con- 
x ſent, though we have ever exerciſed an excluſive rightfto diſ- 
poſe ot our own property; ſtatutes have been paſled for ex- 
ending the juriſdiction of courts of Admiralty and Vice 
EX Admiralty beyond heir ancient limus ; for depriving us of 
the accuſtomed and ineſtimable privilege of trial by jury in 
= caſcs affecting both lite and property; for ſulpending the 
ER Legiſlature of one of the Colonies ; for interdicting all com- 
WE merce to the capital of another; and for altering tundament- 
ally the form of government eſtabliſhed by charter, and ſe— 
BY cored by acts of its own Legillature, lolenamnly confirmed by 
WY the crown, for exempting the © murderers” of coloniſts from 
legal trial, and in effect from puniſhment ; tor eretiing in a 
neighbouripg province acquired by the joint arms of Great 
Britain and America, a deſpotiſm dangerous to our very ex- 
Eg: iicace; and for quartering ſoldiers upon the coionifts in 
Wine of profound peace. It has alſo been reſolved in Par- 
lizment that coloniſts charged with committing certain ol- 
feuces {hall be tranſported to England to be tried. 


we 
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But why ſhould we enumerate our injuries in 1 BY 
one ſtatute it is declared, that Parliament 3 right 
make laws to bind us in all caſes evhatſoever . | wt - 
defend us againſt ſo enormous, ſo . 147 + 
a ſingle man of thoſe who aſſume it is choſen by us, or 
they are all of them exempt from the operation of _ oo 
and an American revenue, if not diverted from the oltenſible 

ſes for which it is raiſed, would actually Iigaten their 
Man gs ſaw the miſery to 
own burdens as they increaſe ours, We ſaw y 
which ſuch deſpotiſm would reduce us. We, tor ED 
incelſantly and ineffectually beſought the throne as ſuppli- 
cants, We reaſoned, we remonſtrated with Parhament 1n 
1e 1 mild and decent language. : 
e ſenſible that we ſhould regard theſe op- 
preſſive meaſures as freemen ought to do, ſent over fleets 
and armies to enforce them. The indignation of the Amer- 
icans was rouſed, it is true ; but it was the indignation of 
a virtuous, loyal, and affectionate people. A Congrels of 
Delegates from the United Colonies, was aſſembled at Phi- 
ladelphia the fifth day of September. We reſolved again 
to offer our humble and dutiful petition to the King, and al- 
fo addreſſed our fellow ſubjetts of Great Britain, We 
have purſued every temperate, every reſpettful meaſure, 
We have even procecced to break oft our commercial in- 
tercourſe with our fellow ſubjects, as the laſt peaceable ad- 
monition, that our attachment to no nation upon earth, 
ſhould ſupplant our attachment to liberty, This we flatter- 
ed ourſelves was the ultimate ſtep of the controverſy. But 
lubſequent events have ſhewn how vain was this hope of 
finding moderation in our enemies. : 
Several threatening expreſſions againſt the Colonies were 
inſerted in his Majeſty's ſpeech ; our petition, though we 
were told it was a decent one, and that his Majeſty had been 
pleaſed to receive it graciouſly, and to promiſe to lay it be- 
fore his Parliament, was huddled into both Houſes among a 
bundle of American papers, and there neglected. The Lords 
and Commons in their addreſs in the month of February ſaid, 
that“ a rebellion at that time actually exiſted, Within the 
Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay; and that thoſe concerned 
in it had been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful 
combinations and engagements entered into by his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, in ſeveral of the other Colonies; and therefore they 
belought his Majeſty that he would take the molt effettual 
meaſures, to enforce due obedience to the laws and authori- 
ty of the Supreme Legiſlature,” | 
Soon after the commercial intercourſe of whole colonies 
with foreign countries and with each other, was cut off by 


ſubject to our control or influence ; but on the contrary, 
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the American War. 


an act of Parliament—by another, ſeveral of them were en- 
tirely prohibited from the fiſheries in the ſeas near their 


coaſt on which they always depended for their ſubſiſtence ; 
and large reinforcements of ſhips and troops were immedi 


ately ſent over to General Gage. 

Fruitleſs were-all the-entreaties, arguments and eloquence 
of an illuſtrious bandi of the moſt diſtinguſhed Peers and 
Commoners, who nobly and ſtrenuouſly aſſerted the juſticeof 
our cauſe, to ſtay, or even to mitigate the heedlels fury with 
which theſe accumulated and unexampled outrages were 
hurried on. Equally fruitleſs was the interference of the 
cities of London, of Briſtol, and of many other reſpectable 
towns in our favour, Parliament adopted an inſiduous ma- 


nœuvre calculated to divide us; to eſtabliſh a perpetual auc- 


tion of taxations, where colony ſhould bid againſt colony, 
all of them uninformed what ranſom would redeem their 
lives, and thus to extort from us, at the point of the bayonet, 
the unknown ſums that would be ſufficient to gratify, if poſ- 
ſible to gratify, miniſterial rapacity, with the inconſiderable 
indulgence left to us of raiſing, in our own mode, the pre- 
ſcribed tribute. What terms more rigid and humiliating 
could have been dictated by remorſeleſs victors to conquer- 
ed enemies? In our circumſtances to accept them, would 
be to deſerve them. | 

Soon after the inte]ligence of theſe proceeding, arrived on 
the continent, General Gage, who in the courſe of the laſt 
year, had taken poſſeſſion of the town of Boſton in Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay, and ſtill occupied it as a garriſon, on the 19t/ 


day of April, ſent out from that place a large detachment of 


his army, who made an unprovoked aſſault on the inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid province at the town of Lexington, as ap- 


pears by the affidavits of a great number of perſons; ſome 


of whom were officers and ſoldiers of that detachment, mur- 
dered eight of the inhabitants and wounded many others. 
From thence the troops proceeded, in warlike array, to the 
town of Concord, where they ſet upan another party of the 
inhabitants of the ſame province, killing ſeveral and wound- 
ing more, until compelled to retreat by the country people, 
luddenly aſſembled to repel this cruel aggreſſion. 
Hoſtilities, thus commenced by the Britiſh troops, have 
been ſince proſecuted by them without regard to faith or 
reputation. The inhabitants of Bo/ton, being confined with- 
in that town by the General their Covernour, and having, 


in order to procure their diſmiſſion, entered into a treaty with 
him, it was ſtipulated that the ſaid inhabitants, having depoſ- 


ited their arms with their own magiſtrates, ſhould have lib- 
erty to depart, taking with them their other effetts. They 
accordingly delivered up their arms: But in open violation 
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1775. of honour, in defiance of the obligation of treaties, which 
ys even favage nations eſteem ſacred, the Governour ordered 
the arms depoſited as aforeſaid, that they might be preſerved 
for their owners, to be ſecured by abody:of ſoldiers, detained 
the greateſt part of the inhabitants initown, and compelled 
the few, who were permitted to retire, tb leave their moſt val- 


uable effects behind. By 
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this perfidyt wives are ſeparated 
from their huſbands, children from their parents, the aged 
and the ſick from their relations and freinds who wiſh to at- 


tend and comfort them, and thoſe who have been uſed to 


live in plenty are reduced to deplorable diſtreſs. 

The General further emulating his miniſterial maſters, 
by a proclamation bearing date the 12th day of June, after 
venting the groſſeſt falſhoods and calumnies againſt the 
good people of theſe colonies proceeds to © declare them all, 


either by name or deſcription, to be rebels and traitors, to 


luperſede the courſe ofſthe common law and inſtead thereof 
to publiſh and order the uſe and exerciſe of the law marſhal.” 

His troops have butchered our countrymen, have wanton- 
ly burnt Charleſtown, beſides a conſiderable number of 
houſes in other places—our ſhips and veſſels are ſeized, the 
neceſſary ſupplies of proviſions are intercepted, and he is 


exerting his utmoſt power to ſpread deſtruction and devaſta- 


tion around him. 
We have received certain intelligence, that General Carl- 


ton the Governour of Canada is inſtigating the people of 


that Province and the Indians, to fall on us: And we have 


but too much reaſon to apprehend that ſchemes have been 
formed to excite domeſtic enemies againſt us. In fine, a 
part of theſe Colonies now feel, and all of them are ſure of 
tecling, as far as the vengeance of adminiſtration can inflict 
them, the complicated calamities of fire, ſword and tamine* 
We are reduced to the alternative of chooſing an uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of irritated miniſters, or re- 
ſiſtance by force. The latter is our choice - We have count- 
ed the coſt of this conteſt, and find nothing fo dreadtul as 
voluntary flavery. Honour, juſtice and humanity forbid us 
tamely to ſurrender that freedom which we received from 
our gallant anceſtors, and which our innocent poſterity have 
a right to receive from us. 

We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of reſigning ſuc- 


cceding generations to that wretchedneſs which inevitably 


. 8 - . * . . 5 
awaits them if we baſeijv entail hereditary bondage upon 


them. | 
Our cauſe is juſt, Our union is perfect. Our internal 
reſources are great; and it neceſſary foreign aſſiſtance is un- 
doubtedly attainable. We gratefully acknowledge as ſigna! 
inſtances of the divine fayour towards us; that Providence 
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the American War 


would not permit us to be called into this ſevere controverſy 
until we were grown up to our preſent ſtrength, had been 
previouſly exerciſed in military operations, and poſſeſſed of the 
means of defending ourſelves with hearts fortified with theſe 
animating reflections. We moſt ſolemnly, before God and 
the world declare, that exerting the utmoſt energy of thoſe 
powers which our beneficent Creator hath graciouſly beſtow- 
ed upon us the arms we have been by ourenemies compelled 
to aſlume, we will in defiance of every thazard, with unabat- 
ing firmneſs and perſeverance, employ for the preſervation 
of our liberties; being with one mind reſolved to die free- 
men rather than to live ſlaves, 


friends and fellow ſubje&s in any part of the empire, we aſ- 
ſure them we mean not to diſſolve that union which has ſo 
long and ſo happily ſubſiſted between us, and which we 
ſincerely wiſh to be reſtored. Neceſſity has not yet driven 
us into that deſperate meaſure, or induced us to excite any 
other nation to war againſt them. We have not raiſed ar- 
mies with ambitious deſigns ot ſeparating from Great Britain, 
and eſtabliſhing independent States. We fight not for glo- 
ry, or for conqueſt. We exhibit to mankind the remarka- 
ble ſpectacle of a people attacked by unprovoked enemies, 
8 without an imputaiion or even a ſuſpicion of offence. 


ter no milder conditions than ſervitude or death. 

In our own native land, in defence of the freedom chat is 
our birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed till the late vio- 
BZ lations of it, for the protection of our property acquired ſole- 


againſt violence actually offered. We have taken up arms. 
We ſhall lay them down when hoſtilities ſhall ceaſe on the 
part of the aggreſſors, and all danger of their being renew- 
ed ſhall be removed, and not before. 

With an humble confidence in the mercies of the ſupreme 
and impartial Judge and Ruler of the univerſe, we moſt 


Eg through this great conflict—to diſpoſe our adverſaries to re- 
=& conciliation on reaſonable terms, and thereby to relieve the 
empire from the calamities of civil war. - 
Buy recommendation of the Continental Congreſs, this 
day was obſerved as a public faſt, throughout the United 
W Colonies; being the 7 general or continental taſt ever 
kept on one and the ſame day, ſince the Colonies were ſet- 
70 tled they were now all in a like predicament, and alike 
needed the direction and aſſiſtance ot heaven. 
Rs Early in the fall, the ſmall army in the northern depart. 
ment, under Gen, Schuyler and Montgomery, were ordered 


Leſt this declaration ſhould difquiet the minds of our 


They boaſt of their privileges and civilization, and yet prot- 


BE devoutly implore his divine goodneſs to protect us happily 
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h by the honeſt induſtry of our forefathers and ourſelves, 
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by Congreſs to advance into Canada. Col. Ethan Allen, 
with Major Browr, were diſpatched through the wood to in- 
form the Canadians, that their deſign was only againſt the 
Engliſh garriſon, and not the country, their religion or lib- 
erties, 

Paper bills are now iſſued, and become the currency of 
the Vaned Colonies, Congrels having voted, © That a ſum 
not exceeding one million ot Spaniſh milled dollars, be emit- 
ted by them in bills of credit, for the defence of America; 
that the twelve * confederated Colonies be pledged for their 
redemption ; the number and denominations of the bills to 
be as follows, viz. 49000 bills each from one dollar to eight 
dollars. 11800 of twenty dollars each. They further re- 
ſolved, that one million of dollars in bills of thirty dollars 
each He alſo emitted. Each Colony to provide ways and 
means to {ink its proportion of the bills, and that the ſever- 
al Colonies and Provincial Aſſemblies levy taxes on their re- 
ſpective Colonies for the purpoſe of ſinking the continent- 
al bill. | 

Gold and ſilver now diſappeared, and paper bills only cir— 
culated. Congreſs hath given us the ſituation of the Colo- 
nies with reſpect to money at this period, they ſay we had 
very little money of our own to raiſe, pay, and ſupport an 
army—we were without regular governments to levy and 
collect taxes—we could borrow none of any nation in the 
world—we had no other reſource but the natural value and 
worth of our fertile country. On the credit of this Bank, 


bills were emitted, and the faith of the continent pledged tor 


their redemption.” 

General Gage embarked for England—and the command 
of the Britiſh troops in America devolved upon Sir William 
Howe. 


Fort Chamblee, in the northern department, ſurrendered 


to Major Brown. | 
Saturday evening the Roſe, Glaſgow and Swan Man of 
War with ſeveral armed tenders and tranſports, in all about 
thirteen ſail, arrived in Briſtol harbour from Newport, and 
formed a line before the town. A barge was ſoon ſent on 
ſhore, requiring four magiſtrates or principal men to repair 
on board the Roſe. The inhabitants did not think proper to 
comply with this requiſition, but offered to treat with any 
perſon who might be ſent on or near the ſhore, promiſing 
that no inſult ſhould be offered them, and requeſting that the 
matter might be put off till the next morning. This anſwer 
was returned, and in le{s than an hour a heavy cannonading 
began trom the ſhips and tenders. The inhabitants, not be- 
ing apprehenſive of ſuch ſudden and unprovoked cruelty, 


* Georgia had not yet united with the other Colonies. 
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agined than deſcribed, 
ed, while others were conveyed to places of ſafety in car- 
© riages. The firing continued above an hour; during which 
time more than 120 cannon and ſome carcalles were diſcharg- 
ed againſt the town, and a tender which lay near the bridge 
at the north end, kept up a conſtant fire upon the people that 
"+ were going out. 
Men of War was taken on board, and on inquiring the rea- 


the American War. 


were thrown into much confuſion, The night was FRY and 


C rainy. Upwardsot ſixty perſons lay languiſhing on beds of ſick- 


neſs, who were removed into the ſtreets; and with the wom- 
en ard children tormed a ſcene that can be more eaſily im- 
Sach of them as had ſtrength eſcap- 


One of the inhabitants after hailing the 


{on of ſuch hoſtile proceedings, was informed, that Captain 


Wallace demanded of the town of Briſtol 100 ſheep and 30 

| head pt cattle, but conſented finally to be ſatisfied with 40 

XX ſheep only; upon the delivery of which he promiſed to de- 
fiſt from all further hoſtilities againſt them; but it the inhab- 


itants refuſed wo comply, he would lay the town in aſhes, 


The demand was laid before the committee of inſpection; 
who conſidering the raging ſickneſs, and other peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances of the town, ordered 40 thee 
which was accordingly done. 

ed a barge, and plundered them of hogs, poultry, butter, 


to be delivered ; 
Wallace atterwards diſpacch- 
&c. 


cheeſe, The church, meeting- -houſe, court-hovuſe, and 


=P ſeveral c'yellings and out- houſes at Briſtol, were damaged. 
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mered Mr. Finney's diſtil-houſe, and let out two 
hogſheae of rum; but, providentially, during the whole of 


this brut tranſaftion, none of the inhabitants were killed or 
8 woundec | 
About o'clock on Sunday, the fleet left Briſtol harbour, 


IF and lay {e je time between Popoſquaſh and Hog Ifland, At 
XX the laſt m tioned place, they landed and cut up a quantity 


of corn. Yn Monday morning, as the fleet was attemping to 
paſs by B. fol ferry, the Roſe and a Tender run aground on 
the Weſt Muſcle: Tod. Rhode-Iſland fide, and were from 
thence fired on by a number of minute men. The {ſhips and 
tenders fired on each fide, and ſeveral balls went through the 
lerry houſe at Briſtol, 

In the alternoon the Roſe and Tend er 3 and proceed- 
ed with the others down the river. On Tueſday they took 
from Hope and Role iſland 20 or 30 rams, and fired a num- 
ber of ſhot at Connecticut terry and other places on the riv- 
er. Wedneſday the fleet 1eturned to Newport. 

In a few hours after tbe firing began at Briſtol a large body 


of minute men and militia, were collected chere trom the 
neighbouring towns.“ 


* See the Providence & Gazette, printed by John Carter, Sa- 
furday, October 14, 1775. 
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To the foregoing account is ſubjoined the following: 
„The Rev. Fokhn Burt, miniſter of the Congregational 
church at Briſtol, was found dead in a field near his houſe on 
Sunday morning, which he had left the evening before, ſoon 
after the Men of War began to fire on the town, He was 
far advanced in years, had been unwell ſome days before, and 


it is ſuppoſed died in a fit. He was a gentleman of exemplary 


piety, eminent in his pofeſhon, of & truly benevolent diſpo- 
ſition, and a warm aſſertor of the liberties of his country.” 

| Falmouth, in Caſco-bay, Maſſachuſetts, was burnt by Cap- 
tain Mowatt, under the orders of Admiral S. Greaves at Boſ- 
ton. = 
The chief command of the Continental forces in the north- 
_ department was given to Major General Montgomery. 
and | 

Hie inveſted St. John's, and took it. 

Colonel Ethan Allen, being ſent a ſecond time to recon- 
noitre that country, fell into the hands of the Britiſh on his 
attempt with Colonel Brown to reduce Montreal. A ſpy (as 
he relates) difcovered to the enemy the weaknels of his party, 
and being attacked by about 300 Regulars, Canadians, and 
Indians, he became a prifoner to Colonel Preſcott, who or- 
dered him on board a frigate, and to be loaded with irons, 
Sc. 


Montreal was ſoon after taken by General Montgomery, 


with the Governour, Preſcott. 
The ſecond petition of Congreſs was committed to the care 
of his Excellency Richard Penn, Eſq. of the proprietary 


government of Pennſylvania, then leaving his government 


for England. On the motion of Lords Richmond and Shel- 
burne, it was laid before the Houſe of Lords the ſeventh of 
this month, November. Governour Penn was examined 


before them reſpecting the ſtate and diſpoſition of the Colon- 


ies, who gave it as his opinion, “that the majority of them 
were not for independency;“ the wiſhes of Congreſs expreſſ- 
ed in their firſt petition, were only for peace, liberty and 


fafety, © We wiſh not {ſay the petitioners) a diminution of <4 
the prerogative, nor do we ſolicit the grants of any new 
rights. We preſent this petition only for redreſs of griev- 


ances and relief from fears and jealouſies occaſioned by the 
ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations adopted (ſince the cloſe of 
the late war, 1763) for raiſing a revenue in America—extend- 
ing the power of courts of Vice Admiralty—tryipg perſons 
in Great Britain for offences alledged to be commnted in 
America; affecting the Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay; al- 
tering the government there and extending the limits of Que- 
hec. On the abolition of which ſyſtem the harmony between 
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/ the American War. 
Great Britain and the Colonies ſo neceſſary for the happi- 


intercourſe will be immediately reftored, 

I be petition concludes in the moſt humble and loyal terms 
— but no redreſs could be obtained whilft they controverted 
the aſſumed right of Parliament to bind them in all caſes 
whatſoever.” 


the number deſtined by General Waſhington to ſerve in that 

quarter. 0 

"4 They went from the camp at Cambridge, and embarked at 
Kennebeck with deſign to proceed through the country to 
Canada; but the fatigue being great, and not a ſufficiency of 
proviſion for the whole detachment, goo of them had leave 

to return, Thoſe who proceeded endured great hardſhip, 
havirg travelled through a large extent of country, repreſent- 
ed as having never been before trodden by any foot but that 


1 of Indians and wild beaſts, at a rigorous ſeaſon of the year, 


L where they endured all the miſeries of cold and hunger. 
The French Canadians received them with great cheerfulneſs, 


and ſupplied them. | 7 
The Governour of Canada having information of their ar- 


rival, and expecting an attack on the capital trom the aug- 
mented force of General Montgomory, he obtained the aſ- 
ſurances of the merchants of Quebec, the militia officers and 
maſters of the ſhips there, that they would aſſiſt in defending 
the city. He ordered the gates to be {hut and neceſſary pre- 
parations o be made to repel the force that might be employ- 
ed againſt them—1t turned out as the Governour expected, 
and the capital was attacked, | 
On the evening of this day, an unſucceſsful attempt was 
made to gain poſſeſſion of Quebec. | 

General Montgomery's deſign was to carry the town by 
eſcalade. While he was waiting the opportunity of a {now 
ſtorm to carry his deſign into execution, ſeveral of his men 
deſerted to the enemy, who diſcovered his plan, and occaſien- 
ed him to alter it; (which, but for the inteliigence the deſert- 
ers had given, might perhaps have proved ſucceſsful.) The 
General, at the head of the New-York troops, advanced a- 
gainſt the lower town ; but being obliged to take a circuit, 
the ſignal for an attack was given, and the garriſon alarmed 
before he reached the place. However, he paſſed the {ir 
barrier, and was juſt going to attempt the ſecond, when by 
the firſt fire from the enemy he was unfor/unavely kitled,* to. 
gether with his Aidede-Camp, Captain oha Mac Pherſon, 


* December 31, 1775, aged 38. 


19 
1775. 


neſs of both, and ſo ardently deſired by the latter, and uſual Gyn 


Y About this time Colonel Benedict Arnold arrived at Point Nov. 11. 
Levi, in Canada, with a party of about goo men out of 1200, 
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To the foregoing account is ſubjoined the following: 


„The Rev. Fokn Burt, miniſter of the Congregationa! 
church at Briſtol, was found dead im a field near his houſe on 
Sunday morning, which he had left the evening before, ſoon 
after the Men of War began to fire on the town, He was 
far advanced in years, had been unwell ſome days before, and 
it is ſuppoſed died in a fit. He was a gentleman of exemplary 8 


piety, eminent in his pofeſſion, of truly benevolent diſpo- Levi, it 


ſition, and a warm aſſertor of the liberties of his country.” 


| Falmouth, in Caſco- bay, Maſſachuſetts, was burnt by Cap. *Y q 
tain Mowatt, under the orders of Admiral S. Greaves at Bo- 


ton. 


and 
He inveſted St. John's, and took it. 


Colonel Ethan Allen, being ſent a ſecond time to recon- 
noitre that country, fell into the hands of the Britiſh on his kX 
attempt with Colonel Brown to reduce Montreal, A ſpy (as 
he relates) difcovered to the enemy the weakneſs of his party, 
and being attacked by about 500 Regulars, Canadians, and 
Indians, he became a priſoner to Colonel Preſcott, who or- 
dered him on board a frigate, and to be loaded with 1rons, 


&c. 
Montreal was ſoon after taken by General Montgomery, 
with the Governour, Preſcott, | 


The ſecond petition of Congreſs was committed to the care 155 
of his Excellency Richard Penn, Eſq. of the proprietary 


government of Pennſylvania, then leaving his government 


for England, On the motion of Lords Richmond and Shel- 


burne, it was laid before the Houſe of Lords the ſeventh oi: 
this month, November. Governour Penn was examined 
before them reſpecting the ſtate and diſpoſition of the Colon- i 
ies, who gave it as his opinion, * that the majority of them 
were not for independency;“ the wiſhes of Congreſs exprei!- 
ed in their firſt petition, were only for peace, liberty and 
fafety. © We wiſh not {ſay the petitioners) a diminution ol 
the prerogative, nor do we ſolicit the grants of any new er 
rights. We preſent this petition only for redreſs of griev- | 


ances and relief from fears and jealouſies occaſioned by the 


ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations adopted (ſince the cloſe ot 


the late war, 1763) for raiſing a revenue in America extend- 
ing the power of courts of Vice Admiralty—trying perſons 
in Great Britain for offences alledged to be committed in 
America; affecting the Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay; al- 


tering the government there and extending the limits of Que- 


bec., On the abolition of which ſyſtem the harmony between 


The chief command of the Continental forces in the north. 9 q 
ern department was given to Major General Montgomery. 
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= Great Britain and the Colonies ſo neceſſary for the happi- 
neſs of both, and ſo ardently deſired by the latter, and uſual 
# intercourſe will be immediately reſtored. 

| The petition concludes in the moſt humble and loyal terms 
but no redreſs could be obtained whilft they controverted 


onal 
e on 
ſoon | 
was 
and 
ary 
po- Levi, in Canada, with a party of about goo men out of 1200, 
the number deſtined by General Waſhington to ſerve in that 
Zap- quarter. 3 
Bol- They went from the camp at Cambridge, and embarked at 
Eennebeck with deſign to proceed through the country to 
Canada; but the fatigue being great, and not a ſufficiency of 
proviſion for the whole detachment, goo of them had leave 


Yth. | 
ery. : 0 


having travelled through a large extent of country, repreſent- 
con- ed as having never been before trodden by any foot but that 
n his FT of Indians and wild beaſts, at a rigorous ſeaſon of the year, 
y (as WE where they endured all the miſeries of cold and hunger. 
Darty, The French Canadians received them with great cheerfulaeſs, 
, and and ſupplied them. | | 

or- BR The Governour of Canada having information of their ar- 
rons, rival, and expecting an attack on the capital from the aug- 
EE mented force of General Montgomory, he obtained the aſ- 
15 ſurances of the merchants of Quebec, the militia officers and 


nery, | 
ZZ maſters of the ſhips there, that they would aſſiſt in defending 


care che city. He ordered the gates to be ſhut and neceſſary pre- 
etary ¶parations o be made to repel the force that might be employ- 
ment ed againſt them—it turned out as the Governour expected, 
Shel- and the capital was attacked. 
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ade to gain poſſeſſion of Quebec. 
General Montgomery's deſign was to carry the town by 


them eſcalade. While he was waiting the opportunity of a {now 
preſ!. Form to carry his deſign into execution, ſeveral of his men 


and Heſerted to the enemy, who diſcovered his plan, and occaſien- 
on of Fd him to alter it ; (which, but for the inteliigence the deſert- 
new ers had given, might perhaps have proved ſucceſsful.) The 
Triev- eneral, at the head of the New-York troops, advanced a. 


* the % 2 ; 


gainſt the lower town ; but being obliged to take a circuit, 


ſe of the ſignal for an attack was given, and the garriſon alarmed 

:tend- before he reached the place. However, he paſſed the {irti 

erſons Harrier, and was juſt going to attempt the ſecond, when by 
. . ü . 4, 0 

red in he firſt fire from the enemy he was unjoriunately killed, & (0. 

„; al- ether with his Aid-de-Camp, Captain John Mac Pherſon, 

Oue- 

by 

t Weer. 


December 31, 1775, aged 38. 


to return, Thoſe who proceeded endured great hardſhip, 


On the evening of this day, an unſucceſsful attempt was 


19 
1775. 


Nov, 11. 
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Captain Cheeſeman, and two or three more. This ſo diſpir- 
ited the men, that Colonel Campbell, on whom the com- 
mand devolved, found himſelt under the diſagreeable neceſ- 
ſity of drawing them off. Colonel Arnold, with 350 of thoſe 
brave troops that penetrated Canada under his command, 
and Captain Lamb's company of artillery, paſſed to St. Ro- 
ques, and carried a ſmall battery of two guns; but in the attack 
Arnold had his leg ſplintered and was obliged to be carried 
off; but at length after having ſuſtained the force of the 
whole garriſon for three hours, the Continentals were obliged 


1 priſoners, and about ſixiy killed and wounded. This is the 
ſubſtance of an account of this expedition that was publiſhed. 
The public papers furniſh the following account of Gen- 


FI eral Montgomery. He was a Captain of grenadiers in the 
1 17th regiment of Britiſh troops, of which General Monek- 
TW ton was Colonel. He ſerved the laſt war in the expeditions 
. in the Weſt-Indies, and America, and returned with his reg= 
0 iment to England. In 1772, he quitted his regiment, though 
| in a fair way of preferment. Whilſt in America he imbib- 
iN cd an affection for this country—he had, while in the King's 
Th ſervice, declared his diſapprobation of the ſentiments of the 
5 | miniſtry, and viewed America as the riſing ſeat of arts and 


| U Expreſſing his readineſs, if Great Britain continued her op- 
itt 1 5 preſſions, to draw his ſword in defence of freedom. Upon 
application to him he did not heſitate, but immediately engag- 


1 


It, 

Alfter the failure of this expedition a ſeries of misfortunes 

enſued; and attended the operations in the northern depart- 

ment for a time, and the Britiſh regained poſſeſſion of the 

places that had been taken from them, | 
Captain Manly, in a Continental cruizer, captures a valua- 


December, 
„„ 


tary implements, beſides mortars, bombs, &c. This acqui— 


board a man of war on that ſlation—in revenge for which, 


j gintans prevailed, and obliged his Lordſhip to take ſhelter on 


to yield to numbers. Three hundred of them were made 


freedom. He lived about 100 miles behind New-York. - 


0 ed in the cauſe, and, as we have ſeen, loſt his lite bravely in 


ble ordnance veſſel, having on board a great variety of mili- 


lf ö ſition facilitated the operations of the Continental troops 
5 againſt the garriſon of Boſton. 
N 4 The Zarl of Dunmore, Governour of New-York, was re- 
[| moved to the Government of Virginia, where he levied war 
14 with that Colony. He ſet up the royal ſtandard there, and in- 
| vited toit, white and black of every character and condition; 
f thoſe who did not repair to it were deemed rebels, and treated 
* as ſuch. | 
q Detemler. A battle took place at Gwynn's Iſland, in which the Vir- 
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Norfolk was deſtroyed by three of the King's ſhips, the Liz- 1776. 


ard, Otter, and another. An officer on board the Otter, in a 
letter publiſhed, exults in the deſtruction of it, and diſcovers 
ſentiments derogatory to the character of a man of braver 

and humanity. The loſs, computed to be ſuſtained, is 


{ 200,000 ſterling. Norfolk was ſaid to have contained about 


ſix thouſand inhabitants -an Engliſh paper ſays, the rents 
in 1775, were 10, ooo —— 

The impolitic meaſures of Great Britain, threaten the loſs 
of the trade of this Colony, (1. e. Virginia) to that kingdom, 
which an author of their own, makes to be 1,200,000 ſterling 

er annum. * In times of peace (he ſays) there are more 
than an hundred thouſand hogſheads of tobacco exported every 
year; in which trade is employed about four thouſand ſea. 
men.” 

Admiral Shuldham arrived at Boſton to relieve Admiral 
S. Greaves on that ſtation. He brought with him the King's 
Speech, delivered to his Parliament, in October laſt, in which 
bis Majeſty holds up the idea, that zndependency was the ob- 
ject of the Colonies, and recommends, as an att of humanity, 
their exertions to put a ſpeedy end to the rebellion; in other 
words—more vigorouſly to proſecute the war. The Com- 
mons, in their addreis, echo back the ſame language. This 
obſequious Parliament engaged their lives and fortunes to 
ſapport his Majeſty in deteating and ſuppreſſing, what they 
call the“ rebellion in America; they voted twenty-five 
thouſand men for this ſervice, and an augmentation of the 
Navy on the American ſtation. 

Congreſs now thought it expedient to provide againſt the 
depredations of the Britiſh Cruiſers, who ſwarmed in the 
American ſeas, and came into a reſolution to build thirteen 
trigates, to be got ready for ſea early in the ſpring. Though 
theſe frigates were launched in ſeaſon, yet they did not an- 
[wer the expectation of the Continent. Great delays, and 
probably necef/ary delays, for want of ſtores, &c. to equip 
them, gave the enemy opportunity to block ſome of them u 
ip the ports where they were built. Moſt of the others met 
with diſaſters of one kind or other, being captured by the 


| enemy, blown up at ſea, run aſhore, &c. 


Jan. 1. 


Jan. Te 


The manufacture of ſalt-petre and gun- powder was of great February. 


Importance to the United States. They could obtain none 
from any foreign country, and their parent State had prohib- 
Ited its exportation to America; therefore every communi— 
cation relative to the manner ot making them, was careful! 

attended to, and experiments rewarded with a bounty by the 


General Allemhlies. A method of making gun-powder was 


publiſhed by Henry Wiſner, who had eretted a Pouder-Mill 
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1776. at New-York.—A Virginian alſo publiſhed an account of 
es ingredients and their proportion to each other, uſed in 


this manufaRure, which, from a great number of experiments 
he found to be beſt, and 1s copied from a new Chemical 
Dictionary, tran{lated from the French. The proportion is, 
73 parts of nitre, or ſait-petre, 15 parts and an half of char. 
coal, g parts and an halt of ſulphur or brimſtone. | 
Captain Eſeck Hopkins of Providence in Rhode: Iſland, 
(brother to one of the Delegates at Congreſs from that Colony) 
was commiſſioned by Congreſs, commander of a fleet of five 
ſail of armed veſſels, viz. the Alfred 32 guns, Columbus 
32 guns, Andrew Doria 16, Cabot 14, and Providence of 
12 guns. They left Philadelphia this day and proceeded to 
Carolina, and from thence to New-Provtdence, one of the 
Bahama Iſlands. On their arrival there, the Commodore 
fummoned the garriſon to ſurrender—which they did, and 
brought off Mountford Browne, Eſq. the King's Governour, 
and other crown officers, with all the military ſtores found 
there, and landed them at New-London, in Connecticut. In 


their paſſage back, ſome of the Continental fleet fell in with 


| ſome of Wallace's (a hectoring troubleſome Britiſh comman- 
der on the Rhode-lſland ſtation) off the eaſt end of Long. 
Iſland.—One of the Britiſh was captured, and the others 
made off, | | 


February, General Clinton from Beſton, with five hundred troops ar- 
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rived at New-York—he did not land them, but ſailed from 
thence to the more ſouthern Colonies ; to which he was fol- 
lowed by General Lee, from the Continental camp. 

To carry on the war in America, Parliament had recourſe 
to the expedient of hiring foreign troops, and entered into 
treaty with the Duke of Brunſwick, and Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, and Count of ITanau, to furniſh a number ofjtroops to 
ſerve againſt the Americans. Beſides the wages to be paid 
theſe hirelings, the treaties ſtipulated to grant to the Land- 
grave of Helle-Caſſel, in cafe of diſturbances in his territo- 
ries, not only all the ſervice that ſhould be in their power, but 
likewiſe to continue it, till the Landgrave ſhould have re- 
ceived ſecurity or indemnification, and to pay for every ſol. 
dier who did not return, thirty pounds ſterling per head; 
and for every diſabled ſoldier, fifteen pounds ſterling per 
head, h 

It was moved by the minority, in the Houſe of Lords, to 
preſent an addreſs to his Majeſty, ſetting forth the many evils 
with which treaties of this nature were pregnant the difad. 
vantages that would accrue therefrom to Great Britain, and 
to implore his Majeſty to ſtop the march of the Germar: 


the American War. 


troops. But the queſtion for this addreſs was reſolved in the 
negative, a majority of 100 being againſt it. 


Lord George Germaine, who ſucceeded the Earl of Dart- 
mouth as American Secretary of State, and who had the 
conduct of the war put under his direction, has the credit of 
*X exhibiting to Parliament the plan for hiring Germans tor the 
American ſervice. It we inquire into the character, and 


| | former conduct of this nobleman, we ſhall find he is the 


identical Lord George Sackville, (a fon of Earl Dorſet) who 
diſcovered ſuch an averſion to the report and ſmell of gun- 
_- powder at the batthe ot Minden, Anno 1759, when he diſo- 
bdeyed the orders of Prince Ferdinand the commander at an 
important criſts. The Prince repreſented his conduct to the 
Britiſh Court—he was tried by a court martial, and deprived 
| of all his military employments, and declared incapable of 
ever ſerving in them again. This was in the days of Pitt 
| but now in the days of North—he is advanced to an impor- 
rant civil department—perhaps becauſe he poſſeſſes the qual- 
ifications neceſſary to ſcourge the Americans. 
Lord Milliam Campbell, Governour of South-Carolina, like 
his country man the Earl of Dunmore of Virginia, having by 
his tyrannic meaſures irritated the people of his government, 
and fearing the effects of their reſentment, deſerted his gov- 
ernment and fled on board one of the Kings ſhips at Chatleſ- 
ion. | OR 
=_$ Sunday morning, Boſton, in the Maſſachufetts Bay, was 
evacuated by the whole Britiſh force, naval and military. 
& Congreſs publiſh their Rewolves, by which the inhabitants 
of the Colonies were permitted to fit out veſſels on their own 
private account and riſque to cruiſe on the enemies of the 


1776. 
— 


March. 


March 15. 
Marchag. 


United Colomes, to capture their ſhips and merchandize. 
5 


A maritime court was appointed for their trial and condem- 
nation if the captures were proved to be the property of the 
enemy. | 

© This reſoive of Congreſs was in conſequence of an act of 
Parliament, paſſed December, 1775, which declares © The 


intercourſe with them, and to ſeize all American property 
rherever to be found after the firſt day of January, 1776.” 
The terms Whzg and Tory, obtained throughout the Col- 
ones; by the former, is intended thoſe who are in oppoſition 
Jo Parliamentary mealures—the latter, are thoſe who abetted 
liſad- hem. ; ; 
and . Au action took place in North-Carolina between the 
man Whigs there, and ſome of the Tory inhabitants, who had 
oined Governour Martin, in which the latter ſuſtained great 
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-olomes to be in a ſtate of rebellion and directs to ſtop all 
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177 76. General Clinton after his arrival in Carolina difpatched a 
it 2 part of his troops for Georgia. They were repulſed on their, 
attempt to land, and fifteen ſail of their veſſels damaged and 
| Ul | deſtroyed, which abliged them to deſiſt from their enterprile 2 
5 | {Georgia | is fituated between South Carolina.and Florida. 
| i This Colony had a charter granted in the fifth of George II. 

LE At the commencement of the troubles in America, Sir 
i James Wright was King's Governour—but this Colony ſhar. 
11 ing in the oppreſſions, they joined in the Union ot the oth- 
4 er twelve Colomies. | 

ll May g. Commodore Sir Peter Parker, with a ſmall ſquadron of ſhips 
| ) arrived at Cape Fear. The Britiſh armament deſtined to op- 
| erate in this quarter, rendezvouſed firſt at this place. 

17 General Earl Cornwallis arrived with Sir Peter. This 
14 nobleman, in the beginning of the American diſputes, had 
0 proteſted wich ſome of tlie minority againſt coercive meaſures, 


| and voted for the repeal. of the Stamp Att, upon the princi iple 
UH that Parliament had no right to tax the Colonies unrepreſent- 
10 | ed,—But his Lordſhip was afterwards influenced by the ma- 
| jority to come into their meaſures, and perſonally io aſſiſt in 


1 wea 
[| carrying into execution, thoſe very meaſures he had before we? 8 
reprobated. . Burg , 
General Carlton at Quebec having received 5 from 
May 6. 8 and th 


England, by the Surprize Frigate, Captain Lindſay, he im- 
proved the firſt opportunity, alter their arrival, to ſally out of Fe th 
the garriton ſuddenly with about a thoufand men. Fo 5 
I)!hhe Continentals ſerving in that quarter were diſperſed in . mas J 
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various parts of the country; two hundred of them ſick; not bs 25 
more than two hundred could be muſtered at head quarters; bei on] 
which ſmall force could not reſiſt the enemy to advantage, Te 
and the attack being unexpected they were obliged to make ee 
a precipitate retreat to Trois Rivieres, leaving their cannon, Holie F 
a number of muſquets, and many ſick behind them. The 4 fn +; 
ſmall remnant of the Continentals ſoon after removed to the th. 
Sorelle. : 7 rf co 
A ſmall Continental fort at the Cedars, forty-five miles Santo 
weſt of Montreal, conſiſting of a garriſon of about three hun- ow 
dred, under Major Butterfield, were obliged to ſurrender 1b | Charle! 
4 el 
upwards of fix hundred Regulars, Canadians and Indians. — 
A reinforcement of an hundred men under Major Sher- 


May 19. burne, ordered for their relief, was intercepted in the woods, ,; 
and captured by a party of five hundred after a very obſtinate 
diſpute: And (the account publiſhed of this affair reports) 
whilſt Brigadier General Arnold was preparing to follow, 
the enemy ſtripped the priſoners almoſt naked, tomahawked; i 
and otherwilc barbaroully uſed them; one of them they ſhot, BY 
and while he retained lite and ſenſation the Indians roalte! 


the American Mar. 


is him. The priſoners were driven to a fort commanded by a 
4 Britiſh Captain Foſter of the eighth regiment, who we do 
| 1 not learn had humanity enough to reſtrain or diſcountenance 
- the barbarities exerciſed on them. The enemy had twenty- 
T two killed, amongſt whom was a Chief Warrior of the Sen- 
135 eca's; thoſe that remained of the Continentals were exchang- 
ir „ 8 
h The Renown Man of War was driven from Boſton har. 
wm_— bour by the Provincials, &c. under the conduct of General 
Lincoln, which opened the port of Boſton, without the leave 
PS of Parliament. | 
9 2 Major General Sullivan joined the ſmall Continental army 
* at the Sorelle, and diſpatched a body under Colonel Thomp- 
1 ſon to diſtodge the enemy who were intrenching at Trois 
nad Rivieres: But at this critical time they were reinforced 
8 which proved diſaſtrous to the Continentals, The com- 
ple mander was taken priſoner, three other officers, and a num- 
ad ber of privates. | | . . 
* The Continental army in Canada, having been much 
IL in weakened by ſickneſs and unſucceſsful attempts againſt the 
tore enemy, who were ſtrengthened by reinforcements; General 
. © Burgoyne having arrived there from England with recruits ; 
ron Ba and the four thouſand he brought with him were ſoon follow- 
im ed by ſome Brunſwickers. The reduttion of Quebec was 
at of by theſe means rendered impracticable for the preſent, It 
. RE was judged that the Continentals might be better employed 
ed in in ſome other quarter. The ſiege of Quebec was therefore 
not raiſed, and the troops withdrawn after they had been in that 
ters; WH neighbourhood ſix months from the 15th of November. 
12% They retreated to Crown Point, and (as a private letter from 
make Eg thence mentions) * affairs were managed with conſummate 
8 78 policy and prudence through che intrepidity of out Generals. 
1 ' WS firſt Thomas, and then Sullivan, We have brought off al! 
to thu that could be ſaved from Sorelle, Chamblee and St. Johns.” 
Lieutenant Colonel Archibald Campbell with Highland 
_ troops was captured, and brought into Boſton, 


= General Clinton and Sir Peter Parker were repulſed at 
der 10 & Charleſton (S. C.) this day. Earl Cornwallis having joined 
General Clinton, they attempted the reduction of Charleſton, 
pu | We collect the following particulars of their defeat from Ma- 
lor General Lee's letter to the Preſident of Congreſs. 
Sir Peter went over the bar with his whole fleet, conſiſt- 
ing of two line of battle fhips, the Briſtol and Experiment of 
FA fifty guns each, and ſix frigates from twenty-eight to twenty 
8 guns, and anchored within half a mu{quet ſhot of the fort on 
2 Sullivan's Ifland, (a log fort wes all they could bring to bear 
1 the veſſels) three mites from Charleſton, A ku ious en- 
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gagement enfued, and laſted twelve hours without intermi. 5 1 


ſion, and though the garriſon were raw troops, their behaviour 
would have done honour to the oldeſt. Colonel Moultrie, a 
native of that country who commanded there, acquired great 
honour. The troops were repulſed twice by Colonel 


Thompſon of the Carolina rangers in attempting to make a 


lodgment at the extremity of the iſland. We had only two 


men killed and ſeventy-two wounded, feven of whom loſt 1 
their limbs, and though in this circumſtance, encouraged i 


their comrades never to abandon the ſtandard of liberty and 
their country. The lols of the enemy is great.“ The Com- 


modore had his breechest much torn with the ſplinters and 


was wounded ;- the Captain of his ſhip loſt his left arm; the 
Captain of the Experiment was killed; beſides which one 
hundred and four were killed and fixty-tve wounded. 


Three of the ſhips got aground. The Aeon of twenty.. . 


eight guns could not be got off, and was burnt and blown up 


by her own people; the two line of battle ſhips greatly dam- 
aged. The gallantry of Colonel Moultrie in defence of Sul- 
livan's Iſland is celebrated.“ 


, 


Sir Peter Parker in his account tranſmitted to England, 
ſays, ** Not one man who was quartered at the beginning of 
the action on the Briſtol's quarter-deck eſcaped being killed 
or wounded. At the head of the volunteers on board he 
muſt place Lord William Campbell, (the late Governour) 
who was ſo condeſcending as to take direction of ſome guns 
2 the lower gun- deck he received a contuſion in his left 

ide.“ : 

Major General John Thomas of the Mallachuſetts, who 
commanded in Canada after the camp at Cambridge broke up, 
died in Canada, It is but juſtice due to the memory of this 
officer to ſay of him that he had ſerved in former wars againſt 
the French and Indians with reputation ; and at the fiege of 
Boſton, ia 1775, he cheertully took command of a diviſion 
of the provincials, in defence ct the rights of his native coun- 


try. 


* Said to be one hundred and ſeventy- nine hilled, two hun: 
dred and fixty wounded, 


+ The Editor of the Pennſylvania Evening Poſt, indulg- 


ing a litlle humour in theſe ſertous times, inſerted the follow- 


ing efigram, on Sir Peter's diſaſter, | 

If honour in the breech us lodg'd, 
As Hudtbras hath ſſietun, 
I: may from hence be fairl 


Sir Peter's honour's gone, 
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the American War. 


| Arrived at Sandy-hook, (New-York) from Halifax, Sir 
William Howe and Admiral Shuldham, with upwards of one 


hundred and forty fail of men of war and tranſports, hav- 


ing with them about eight thouſand troops. The fleet on 
their paſſage was joined by {ix ſail of tranſports, a part of the 
embarkation from Scotland, which arrived at Boſton after the 
Britiſh armament had left it, and were driven from the har- 
bour by the militia, &c. 


A part of the Continental army at this time occupied the 


city and ſuburbs of New-York.* Major General Greene, 
with another diviſion of Continentals were ſtationed on Long- 
Iſland, | 
This day General Sir William Howe, landed his army on 
Staten Iſland. | | | 
Governour William Franklin, who till now had kept his 
ſtation in the Jerſies, was removed from his government by 
the whrg party; they judging it unſate to the continental in- 
tereſt for his Excellency to be in the neighbourhood of the 
Britiſh, He was ſent to relide in Connecticut. This gen- 
tleman had previouſly ſhewn his good diſpoſition toward the 
Britiſh, and the meaſures they were purſuing. | 
A report about this time prevailed, that a plot had been 
diſcovered at New-York, in which {ome fories there had aſ- 
ſociated for the purpole of joining the Britiſh army, to aſlaſſ- 
nate General Waſhington and ſome other field officers, while 


the Continentals were engaged with the enemy, to blow up: 


their magazines, &c, The Mayor of the city and an ar- 
mourer were taken into cuſtody on ſuſpicion. | 
Lord Abingdon, an Engliſh peer, was on the minority ſide. 
He 1s characterized as © one of the molt ſteady, and intrepid 
alſerters of liberty in this age.” He declared in the Houſe of 
Lords, The American war is unjuſt, iniquitous, cruel and 
opprefhive. When the component parts of government {ſaid 
his Lordihip) conſpire to oppreſs tlie ſubjetts and deprive them 


bol their rights, ſuch a conſpiracy is the worſt of trealons. The 


* New-York 1/land is about fourteen males long, and in 
/ome places only one mile wide. The town ts ſituated on the 


ms /outh end of the 1/land, at the mouth of Hudſon's river, and the 


fort is at the extreme point, The ndrrows are formed by 
Staten Ifland and Long Iſland; the paſſuge about two miles 
wide, From Sandy Hook up to New York, is about twenty. 
ſive miles. Six furlongs eaſt of the fort is Governour's Iſland, 
containing about onehundred, or one hundred and twenty acres, 
Before the war, the city ig u to nave contained 20,000 i 
nabilants, 


See account of the Province of New-York, printed in 1780. 
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Americans are not guilty of rebellion ; they have been pro. 

voked to reſiſtancę by the wanton inſults of deſpotic power.” 
The minority in Parliament were very ſevere in their remarks 

on the conduct of their troops at Lexington and Bunker Hill. 


 Howe's forcing the lines thrown up by a handtul of raw un- 


diſciplined militia, in the courſe of a ſummer's night, was lu- 


weren compared to a Marlborough' s victory at Blenheim, 


&. &c. 

This day commenced a new epoch or æra for America. 
Thirteen of the United Colonies, in Congreſs aſſembled, 
publiſhed at Philadelphia their declaration, that the ſaid thir- 
teen Colonies were * free, ſovereign, independent States,” 

And a new empire begins in America in the fixteenth year | 
of the reign of King George the third, and thirty-ninth of his 
age. This declaration was ſigned per order of Congrels, 3 
their Preſident, John Hancock, Efq. and recites the griev- 

ances and oppreſlions tor which they could not obtain re- 
dreſs; and teſliſies to the world the cauſes that impelled them 
to a ſeparation from the crown of Great Britain, 

In the introduction to the enumeration of their oppreſnons, 
Congrels ſay: We hold theſe truths to be ſelf-evident that 
that they are endowed, by their 
Creator, with certain unalienable rights; that among theſe 
are life, liberty and the purſuit of happinels ; that to ſecure 
theſe rights, governments are inſtituted among men, deriv- 
ing their juſt powers from the conſent of the governed, 
That whenever any form ot government becomes deſtructive 
ot theſe ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to aboliſh 
it, and to inſtitute a new government, laying its foundation 
on ſuch principles, and organizing its powers in ſuch form as 


10 them {hall ſeem moſt likely to effect their ſafety and hap- 


pineſs. When a long train of abuſes and uſurpations pur- 
ſuing invariably the ſame object, evinces a deſign to reduce 
them under abſolme deſpotiſm—it is their right—it is their 
duty, to throw off ſuch governments, and to provide new 
guards for their future ſecurity, Such has been the patient 
tufferance of theſe Colonies, and ſuch is now the neceſſity, 
that conſtrains them to alter their former ſyſtem of govern- 
ment. Towards the clole of the declaration, after reciting 
their oppreſſions in twenty-ſix articles,“ they ſay „In every 
ſtage of theſe oppreſſions, we have petitioned for redreſs in 
the moſt humble terms, our repeated petitions, have been an- 
{wered only by a repeated injury.——A Prince, whoſe SP 
racter is thus marked by every act, which defines a tyrant, 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.“ 
The principal arguments (ſays a popular writer*) in fav. 
our of independency, are drawn irom the natural rights of 


Mr, Thomas Paine of Phuadelphia, author of Common 
acne. 
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the American War. 


ro- MS the Colonies to independence, their intereſt—the neceſſity of 
rr.” ME it—and the real advantages ariſing from it. The neceſſity of 
ks the meaſure, he argues from the following conſiderations, 
Iill. We had no credit abroad, becauſe of our rebellious de- 
un- pbendency. Our ſhips could obtain no protection in foreign 
; lu- ports, becauſe we afforded them no juſtifiable reaſon for 
eim, granting it to us. The calling ourſelves ſubjects, and at the 
ſame time fighting againſt the Prince we acknowledged it was 
rica. a dangerous precedent to all Europe. If the grievances 
led, MES juſtified our taking up arms, they juſtified our ſeparation; if 
ir- they did not juſtify our ſeparation, neither could they juſtify 
tes.” Jour taking up arms. All Europe was intereſted in reducin 
year d us as rebels, and all Europe (or the greater part, at leaſt) are 
t his FF intereſted in ſupporting us in our independent ſtate. At 
, by home, our condition was ſtill worſe; our currency had no 
1ev- foundation, and the ſtate of it would have ruined whig and 
re- tory alike. We had no other laws than a kind of moderated 
hem paſſion; no other civil power than an honeſt mob; and no 
5 other protection than the temporary attachment of one man 
ions, to another. Had independency been delayed a few months 
that longer, this continent would have been plunged into irretriev- 
their able contuſion, ſome violent for it, ſome againſt it all in 
theſe the greateſt cabal the rich would have been ruined, and the 
cure poor deſtroyed. The neceſſity of being independent would 
eriv- have brought it on in a little time, had there been no rup- 
rned, ture between Britain and America. The increaſing impor— 
tive MWtance of commerce—the weight and perplexity of legifla- 
zoliſh tion—and tke enlarged flate of European politics, would 
ation daily have ſhewn to the continent, the 1mpropriety of con— 
rm as tinuing ſubordinate : tor atter the cooleſt reflection on the 
bap- matter, this mull be allowed, that Britain was too jealous of 
; pur- America to govern it juſtly, too ignorant of it to govern it 
educe well, and too diſtant from it to govern 1t at all.“ 
their WE The King of Portugal, ally to his Brittannic Majeſty, pub- 
2 new Fiſhed at Liſbon an edit * To prohibit protection to Amert 
atient can ſhips in his ports, and all intercourſe between his do. 
eſſity, minions and the United Colonies. | 
vern- BR Congrels having recommended to the ſeveral States to ſet- 
citing le their particular forms of government: The State of Vir- 
every ginia was the firſt in the Union that complied with the re- 
eſs in commendation. 'I hey choſe Partric Henry, Ey. for their 
en an- Governour. They left ont of the Litany, uſed in the Epiſco— 
cha- pal ſervice, all prayers for King George III. and inſtead 
ant, is thereof ſubſtituted ſentences or petitions for their own mag- 
. iſtrates and commonwealth, _ 
| fav- f [Virginia has about one hundred and eighty miles ſea— 
ats of coaſt, and is of almoſt unbounded extent in the country, a- 


mm 


bounding wich a great number of rivers—it dates is begin» 


1776. 


— 4 * N — 
* 2 8 


* — A 


no mn 


r 5 * 
PPP 
— * <> "—_—_ 


— 


— 


e 2 2 
———— 4 — * 


1776. 


July 18. 


ning in 1580, and is the fir/t ſettled Colony on the continent 


jeſty's Commuſſioners,” with full power to grant pardons to Ig 


An Hiſtorical Journal of ah 1 


the fir? that reprobated Parliamentary innovations the lt 
that moved for independency, and the jr/? that formed a mh 
government under it. | 595 ot 

Major General Gates by appointment of Congreſs takes er 


Wi Merit 
command in the northern department. He gave orders tor charact 
the troops at Crown Point to retreat to Ticonderoga, and Es On 


there make a {tand. | 1 
Independency was publicly declared in the city of Philadel- 
hia. It was alſo declared at New-Vork, when they mani— 
teſted their diſlike to royalty by taking down the equeſtrian 
ſtatue of his Majeſty King George III. erected on the bowl- 
10g-green in that city. | 
At Albany, fituated on Hud/on's river, a plot was diſcov- 
ered by the confeſſion of two tories to ſet the city on fire 
and blow up the magazine. Some of the incendiaries being 
apprehended the intended miſchiet was prevented, 1 
[ The ſources of Hudſon's river are not yet explored: From 
Albany to Lake George is reckoned ſixty-five miles; the Mie: 
river in that interval navigable only for batteaux ; the banks 
on the weſtern fide the river are rocky cliffs; ſtoops of hity 
tons can go up to Albany, and larger veſſels within ſixteen 
or ſeventeen miles—the river continues freſh, till within ſix- 
ty miles of New-York.—{ © Account of New-York, 1780.” ; 
This day independency was declared 1n Boſton. 3 
A few days after the declaration of independence in New- 
York, Admiral Richard Lord Viſcount Howe arrived off that 
city, to take command of the Britiſh fleet, and to act in con- 
junction with his brother Sir William Howe in the Ameri- jw 
can war. On his arrival, he forwarded letters to all the 
King's Governours on che Continent, informing them,“ That 
he, together with his brother, General Howe, were authorized 
by letters patent under the great ſeal of England, © His Ma- 
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all, or any town, country, diſtrict, &c. who may have depart- W 
ed from their allegiance and duty to his Majeſty, &c. and . 
who are willing by a ſpeedy return to reap the benefits Ot 1 
the royal favour.“ 5 . 1 
Colonel Paterſon, Adjutant General of the royal army, was 
diſpatched to General Waſhington at New-York, with letters Bl 
trom Lord and General Howe; but they not being properly 
directed, the American General retuſed to receive them, and 
politzly difmiſſed the Colonel. 4 
The conduct of General Waſhington, in this interview Wi 
with the Britiſh Colonel, was approved by Congrels, and 
produced the following reſolve : © That he had atted wit!) © 
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| C dignity becoming his character. That no letters or meſſages 
ed a ny 


pe received, on any occaſion whatever, from the enemy, by 
the Commander in Chief, or others, the Commanders of the 


akes merican army, but ſuch as ſhall be directed to them in the 


s for characters they reſpectively ſuſtain.” | 
and WE On this day Colonel Paterſon had a ſecond interview with 
General Waſhington, in which he addreſſed the General by 
adel- the title of © Excellency,” and apologized (by the commil- 
nani- ſioners' deſire) tor any deficiency in point of reſpect or punc- 
trian FFFHilio, informing him that they had the higheſt perſonal re- 
owl- FiFard for Mr. Waſhington—that they had now ſent a letter 
by BB To George Waſhington, Eſq. & c. &c. &c.“ and that they 
ſcov- MY 


oped all difficulties were removed, as by the three et ceteras 
might be underſtood all his Excellency's titles, The Colo- 
Ding nel laid down the letter on the table, but General Waſhing- 
gon declined to accept it; alking, what powers the General 
From End Lord Howe were inveſted with, declaring that he had 
; the bead the laſt act of Parliament, and found by it, they were 
banks ¶erely empowered to grant pardons. He ſaid the Ameri- 
fifty Means had done no wrong, and therefore wanted no pardons. 
xteen Mie then mentioned the approbation of Congreſs ot his con— 
n ſix-¶Hudt in the firſt interview; he could not enter into any new 
80.” | reaty without freſh authority; beſides, though it was true that 

he three et ceteras might mean every thing, it was alfo 
New- rue it might mean any thing. Alter ſome other converſa— 
f that ion in which the Colone! endeavoured to exculpate General 
con- Howe from the charge of inhumanity to American priſoners 
meri- ehen in Boſton, and General Waſhington had ment:oned his 
[1 the Mndulgence to ſuch of their priſoners as felt into his hands— 
That he conterrence ended. | 
"rized It appears from a ſpeech of the Earl of Shelburne in Par- 
s Ma- 


Diament, That the powers of the Commiſſioners] the pre— 
ons to ended mercy of conciliation, held out nothing but a naked of- 
epart- er of pardon, on the terms of unconditional ſubmiſſion.“ 

c. and The following extract from his Lordſlnp's ſpeech, ſhews 
fits of his opinion of the miſapplication of the word © Rebel” with 
Fclpett to the Colonies. 
Pepreſented, as daring, deſperate, traitorous, inſolent, ungrate- 
ul and rebellious ; for his part, he could never be perſuaded 


o deem people taking up arms in defence of their property, 
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operly i 
n, and heir privileges and unalienable rights, rebels. If fuch doc- 


an 
3 


ine had prevailed at the time of the revolution, their Lord— 


zrview Mfhips would not then probably be ſitting in that houſe, If re- 
s, and Mſting a /awful authority, though perhaps not a 720/itful autho- 


Puy, is the eſſence of treaſon, the whigs of the revolution 
ere ran rebels. King James the ſecond was their lawful King 


is true; he endeavourcd to trample upon, and in ſome in- 


With? 


*© The Americans, he ſaid, had been 


** 
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1776. ſtances did invade their rights, but ſtill if reſiſtance of la 
3 authority, conſtituted an at of treaſon in every poſſible event, "6 
6 the whigs in 1688, and the provincials now, may be deemes 

rebels: He would always continue to think that both were 2 
conſtitutional reſiſtance to a power originally legal, but which, 
by the unconſtitutional exerciſe ot it, had degenerated into 
the moſt oppreſſive ſtages of an uſurped arbitrary power. 
His Lordſhip ſaid alſo, that it was his opinion, that the pow. * 
er ot regulating the trade of the Colonies, was the very el. | 
| ſence of the political connexion between both countries.” thoul 
Aug. 12. The firſt and ſecond diviſion of German troops, hired by in ra 
| the Britiſh Parliament to fight in America, about nine thou. Wil Marg 
ſand arrived at New-York, under General de Heiſter, and one Wis i; 
hundred of the Engliſh guards joined General Howe's army, MW decla; 
After the deſtruction of Norfolk (already mentioned) the Mice e 
Earl of Dunmore, with the King's ſhips, hovered round the n 
_ coaſt of Virginia, and were very troubleſome. They were WE charg' 
at length driven from it, with the loſs of cannon, ſmall arms, WS as he 
baggage and tents, with three tenders. 3 _ Ac 
The enemy burnt two ſmall veſſels, and a large ſhip of their MW Amer 
oven; on board the latter, his Lordſhip received a wound W nearly 
in his leg; from the accounts vobliſiied of the war in Vir - Tv 
ginia to this time, the enemy loſt great numbers of men, not MW of 44; 
only in battle, but by ſickneſs and other diſaſters. of thre 

Aug. 12. The laſt exploits of Lord Dunmore in Virginia were on 
Potowmack river, where he burnt and deſtroyed all in his 
power, and left the State. And on 8 L 
Aug. 13. Lord Dunmore arrived at Staten I/land with the remnant of 
104 his motley troops, where, a few days before, the Generals 
1 Clinton, Earl Cornwallis, &c. had arrived from South-Car- 
1 olina, with the remains of Sir Peter Parker's ſhattered ſquad- 
1 ron; having found thai climate too warm tor them to con- 
| © tinue in. | 1 
Aug. 16. The Phenix man of war, and ſome other of the King's Wl 
| ſhips infeſted the north, or Hudſon's river. Two fire thips WR 
were ſent up the river to deſtroy them, under command ot! 
two gentlemen volunteers, of rank in the Continental army: 
Though they were not ſo ſucceſsful as they wiſhed, they in 
ſome meaſure anſwered their purpole—they conſumed one of 
the Britiſh tenders, and obliged the reſt to quit their ſtation, 
and run the gauntlet through a number of well directed ſhot, 
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| i} ya trom the batteries, in and near New-York city and ſome 
| l 1 | Continental gallies. —_ — | POD I 
Ir A diſcovery was made of the perfidy of Lieut. Colone BW 
| Zediortz (in the Continental ſervice) carrying on a correl- many t 
* | pondence with Governour Tryon of New-York. The ob- 
ject of this correſpondence, was to obtain a large ſum of 8 


money to be immediately ſent him, upon condition of his Bl 
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Ws civing the enemy information of the ſtrength arid ſituation 1776. 

= of the Continental army, agreeably to a promiſe he had 

made Governour Tryon, previous to entering. into the 

American ſervice, He invented this falſhood : That 

BE fone villains at General Waſhington's camp, were hired to 

WE poiſon the watering-place at Staten-Illand, and were each to 

eeceive a recompenſe of one thouſand pounds from the 

WE General.” 3 | 

=_ Zedwitz on his trial, owned the letters tobe his, but ſaid it 

as intended merely as a tric to draw from the enemy two 

chouſand pounds ſterling, in lieu of expenſes he had been at 

in raiſing a regiment in Germany, at the requeſt of the 

Marquis of Granby, for which he had never been reimburſed, 

His life was ſaved by a caſting vote—but he was broke, and 

declared incapable of holding any military office in the ſer- 

vice of the United States. 

The diſcovery was made by a German, who had the 

charge of delivering the letter to Governour Tryon, but ſoon 

as he got poſſeſſion of it, laid it before General Waſhington, —— 

According to a lift publiſhed, the whole Britiſh force in 5 

America, under General and Lord Howe, at this time as : 

nearly as can he computed, is as follows, viz. 

= Twenty-five ſhips of war, two of them 64 guns each, one 

We of 44, the reſt bomb ſhips, frigates and ſloops, and upwards 

of three hundred ſail of tranſports. 

N General Howe, from Halifax, 8000 

Scots Troops (3200) em- | | 
barked, 850 taken, 2390 | Y 

Defeated troops under 


nant of FL 
>nerals ? 


fs Clinton and Cornwallis, 2500 

h-Car. from South. Carolina, 

ſquad- Two diviſions Heſſians, 

> con- Waldeckers and Engliſh gooo | | 
Þ guards, 

King's Dunmore's Negroes, To- 

e ſhips ries, and about zo fight- 150 

and 0: Wl ng men, 

army : 22000 

they in Third diviſion of Heſſians | 

one ol i expected, about | N 

ſtation, General Howe now began to remove his army for Staten- 

Fas Island to Long-1/land,* where he landed them without any Aug, 28. 

* ſome | | 


oppoſition. 8 
| PP 0 | | Ps... 
| > 


Zolonel Long-Iſland is upwards of 120 miles long, contains 


correl- WF many towns or ſettlements—it abounds in wheat and other 
"he ob. rain, and cattle of various kinds, is leſs than two miles , 


{um ol 1 diſtant from Neu. Fork. 
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rebels: He would always continue to think that both were a | 
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ſtances did invade their rights, but {till if reſiſtance of lau 
authority, conſtituted an att of treaſon in every poſſible event, 
the whigs in 1688, and the provincials now, may be deemes Mi 


conſtitutional reſiſtance to a power or72g2nally legal, but which, | 
by the unconſtitutional exerciſe of it, had degenerated into 
the moſt oppreſſive ſtages of an uſurped arbitrary power. 
His Lordſhip ſaid alſo, that it was his opinion, that the pow. | 
er of regulating the trade of the Colonies, was the very el. 
ſence of the political connexion between both countries.“ 
The firſt and ſecond diviſion of German troops, hired by 
the Britiſh Parliament to fight in America, about nine thou. 
ſand arrived at New-York, under General de Heiſter, and one 
hundred of the Engliſh guards joined General Howe's army. 
After the deſtruction of Norfolk (already mentioned) the 
Earl of Dunmore, with the King's ſhips, hovered round the 
coaſt of Virginia, and were very troubleſome. They were 
at length driven from it, with the loſs of cannon, ſmall arms, 
baggage and tents, with three tenders, 3 
The enemy burnt two ſmall veſtels, and a large ſhip of thei: 
own; on board the latter, his Lordſhip received a wound i 
in his leg ; trom the accounts WN of the war in Vir- 
inia to this time, the enemy loſt great numbers of men, not Wl of 44, 
only in battle, but by ſickneſs and other diſaſters. Pot thre 
The laſt exploits of Lord Dunmore in Virginia were on 
Potowmack river, where he burnt and deſtroyed all in his 
ower, and left the State. And on 1 
Lord Dunmore arrived at Staten Iſland with the remnant ot 
his motley troops, where, a few days before, the Generals 
Clinton, Earl Cornwallis, &c. had arrived from South-Car. | 
olina, with the remains of Sir Peter Parker's ſhattered ſquad- 
ron; having found thai climate {oo warm for them to con- 
tinue in. | 7 1 
The Phœnix man of war, and ſome other of the King's 
ſhips infeſted the north, or Hudſon's river. Two fire thip: 55 
were ſent up the river to deſtroy them, under command o 
two gentlemen volunteers, of rank in the Continental army : 
Though they were not ſo ſucceſsful as they wiſhed, they in 
ſome meaſure anſwered their purpole—they conſumed one ot Wi 
the Britiſh tenders, and obliged the reſt to quit their ſtation, Gen 
and run the gauntlet through a number of well directed thot, BF Iſland 
trom the batteries, in and near New-York city and ſome Bil oppoſit 
Continental gallies. : = 
A diſcovery was made of the perfidy of Lieut. Colonel * La 
Zediortz (in the Continental ſervice) carrying on a correl- Wl many : 
ondence with Governour Tryon of New-York, The ob- rain, 
ect of this correſpondence, was to obtain a large ſum of BI 4i/tans 
money to be immediately ſent him, upon condition of his BY 


the American Was. 


1 giving the enemy information of the ſtrength and ſituation 


awful *; of the Continental army, agreeably to a promiſe he had 
>vent, made Governour Tryon, previous to entering. into the 


American ſervice, He invented this falſhood: © That 
ſome villains at General Waſhington's camp, were hired to 
5 poiſon the watering place at Staten-il{land, and were each to 
receive a recompenſe of one thouſand pounds from the 
General.“ | 
BE Zedwitz on his trial, owned the letters to be his, but ſaid it 
vas intended merely as a tric& to draw from the enemy two 
thouſand pounds fterling, in licu of expenſes he had been at 
in raiſing a regiment in Germany, at the requeſt of the 
Marquis of Granby, for which he had never been reimburſed, 
is life was ſaved by a caſting vote but he was broke, and 
declared incapable of holding any military office in the ſer- 
vice of the United States. I. 
The diſcovery was made by a German, who had the 
charge of delivering the letter to Governour Tryon, but ſoon 
Jas he got poſſeſſion of it, laid it before General Waſhington, 
According to a lift publiſhed, the whole Britiſh force in 
their America, under General and Lord Howe, at this time as 
wound nearly as can he computed, is as follows, viz. 
1 Vi- Twenty-five ſhips of war, two of them 64 guns each, one 
n, not 
of three hundred ſail of tranſports. 
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ere on General Howe, from Halifax, 8000 
in his Scots Troops (9200) em- 
= a 2350 
NY barked, 850 taken, 
nant of Defeated troops under 
2nerals Clinton and Cornwallis, 2500 


from South. Carolina, 


h-Car- 1 
D inen keene, 


quad. 


o con- Waldeckers and Engliſh | gooo 
1 guards, | 

King': Dunmore's Negroes, To- 1 

e (hip: ries, and about 50 fight- > 150 

and 0: ng men, 

army : 22000 


they in 
one of 
tation, 
ed ſhot, 


1 ſome 


Shird diviſion of Heſſians 
expected, about 5 | 
General Howe now began to remove his army for Staten- 


5000 


W oppoſition. 


olone! WF * Long-Jſland is upwards of 120 miles long, contains 
correl- WF many towns or ſettlements it abounds in wheat and other 
Phe ob. earn, and cattle of various kinds, is leſs than two milts 1 
ſum o! l 
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lart from New. York, 


of 44, the reſt bomb ſhips, frigates and ſloops, and upwards 
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land to Long- land,“ where he landed them without any Aug. 22. 
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Nathaniel Greene, Eſq. ot Warwich, Rhode-Iland, was 


wy now appointed a Major-General in the Continental army, 
Aug. 26. 


and commanded on Long-Iſland. | 


Aug, 27, * They (the Royaliſts) began their march through the 


Aug. 2 8 6 


Aug. 29. 


woods on Long-I{land, which about 3000 Continental troops 
occupied. Having paſſed on, and ſtopped up the croſs road, 
near the American camp, they ſurrounded the Continen- 


tals in the woods. Lord Stirling* repulſed the enemy be- 


fore he was ſurrounded, four different times: When it was 
found the enemy were greauy ſuperiour in numbers, the 
General ordered a retreat, and not knowing that the croſs 
road was blocked up, many fell into the hands of the enerny, 
others eſcaped by wading through creeks, ſwamps and 
marſhes, to the American encampment, In the ſkirmiſhes 


on Long-Ifland, Lord Stirling and Major-General Sullivan 


were taken priſoners by the enemy (the latter had liberty to 
go to Congreſs upon his parole, to ſolicit the exchange of 
himſelf and Lord Stirling, he was alfo charged with a meſ- 


ſage to Congreſs from Lord Howe) Lieutenant-Colonel * $ 


Parry, of the Pennſylvania muſquetry, was ſhot dead, while, 
animating his men, The number of Continentals killed, 
wounded and miſſing, is ſhort of zoo, the loſs of the enemy 
1s eſtimated at a much greater number: 840 ſaid to be kill- 
ed, and a much larger number wounded, 65 priſoners. 
The Britith attacked the Continental lines on the Ifland, 
but were repulſed. 
General Waſhington, from the movement of the Britiſh 


fleet, ſuſpected their intention was to cut off the conmuni- Mi 


cation between Long-Ifland and New-York, he therefore, 
meditated the retreat of his troops from the Ifland, and on 
he undertook and accompliſhed it with every mark of gene- 
ralſhip. This maſterly retreat he perſonally conducted, and 
went over to the Iſland in the evening of this day, with the 
boats he had prepared to convey his troops to New-York. 
He ordered the brigades to be got 1n readineſs to march, 
at ſuch a time, but they knew not where ; and with ſuch ſe- 
crecy was it condutted, that the three brigades knew not 
where each other went, till they were all embarked, with 
their baggage, cannon and military ſtores, the laſt coming 
off early on Friday morning. A tog favoured their evacua- 
tion—it was made undiſcovered ,by the Britiſh, and the 


* WWillam Alexander, E/q. of the New- Ferſy forces, In 


* ? . « 8 Mg 
the year 1755 he attended Gen. Shirley in his expedition to 


Niagara in quality of Secretary, He laid in a claim to the 
title of Earl of Stirling, his anceſtor, had that title, and d 
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grant of Nova- Scotia, anno 1621. 
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whole Continental force was landed ſafely on New-York. 1775. 
At the ſame time, the Continentals evacuated Governour's 

Ifland without annoyance from the enemy. On both 

iſlands were left only fix pieces of cannon. 


The Britiſh on Long Iſland opened a battery and began Seht. 8. 


a cannonade on the fortifications at Hell-Gate, which was 


returned with {pirit. 


The purport of Lord Howe's meſſage to Congreſs by 


Gen. Sullivan, was, That his Lordſhip could not treat with 


Congreſs as ſuch, yet he was very deſirous of having a con- 
ference with ſome of the members whom he would conſider 


at that time only as private gentlemen, and meet them him- 


ſelf as ſuch, in ſuch place as they ſhould appoint, &c. 
Upon receiving Lord Howe's meſſage, Congre!s reſolv- 


1 ed, That Gen. Sullivan be requeſted to inform his Lord- 
ſhip, that the Congreſs being the repreſentatives of the 


free and independent States of America, could not, with 


propriety, {end any of its members to conter with his Lord- 
| ſhip in their private characters, but that, ever deſirous of 
| eſtabliſhing peace upon reaſonable tarms, they would ſend a- 


committee of their body to know whether he had any au- 


| herity to treat with perions authorized by Congreſs for that 


purpoſe, in behalf of America, and what that authority was, 
and to hear {nch propoſitions 45 he ſhould think proper to 


= make reſpetting the ſame. In compliance with the above 
reſolution, Congreſs made choice of three of their members 


for the purpoſe therein mentioned, viz, Dr. Benjamin 


x Franklin, of Philadelphia, John Adams, Efq. of Boſton, 


and Edward Rutledge, Eig. of Charleſton, South. Caro- 
lina.“ Theſe gentleman had an interview with Lord 
Howe on Staten-Iſland; and when the conference 57. 11. 


vas over, they returned to Congreſs, and reported the con— 
verſation they had with him, the ſubſtance of which is, 
That his Lordſhip entered into diſcourſe of conſiderable 


RY 


length, but it contained no explicit propoſition of peace, ex- 
cept one, v1z. that the Colonies ſhould return to their alle— 
glance, and obedience to the government of Great-Britain, 


and intimated, that upon ſuch ſubmiſſion, the government ok 


Great-Britain would cauſe the offenſive acts of Parliament 
to be reviſed, and the inſtructions to Governoms to be re- 


= conſidered, that fo if any juſt cauſes of complaint were 


found in the acts, or any errors in goverument were per— 
ceived to have crept into the inſtruttions, they might be 
amended or withdrawn,” The Committee gave it as their 
opinion to his Lord{hip, * that a return to the domination of 
Gieat-Britain was not now to be expetied—they mentioned 


their petitions being treated with contempt, and with addi- 


tonal injuries—their patience that it was not till tte laſt 
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act of Parliament which declared war againſt us, and put us 
out of the King's protection, that we declared our inde. 
pendence, which had been called for by the people of the 
Colonies in general, and approved of by every Colony who 
now conſidered themſelves as independent States; and were 
ſettling or had ſettled their governments accordingly. So 
that it was not in the power ot Congrels, to agree for them, 
that they ſhould return to their former dependent ſtate. 
That his Lordſhip might ſooner obtain freſh powers from 
Britain, than powers could be obtained by Copgrels, from 
the leveral States, to conſent to a ſubmiſſign.“ His Lordſhip 
then ſaying, © That he was ſorry to find that no accommo- 
dation was like to take place,“ put an end to the conter- 
ence. | 

It did not appear to the committee (as they reported) that 
his Lordſhip's commiſſion contained any other authority of 
importance than what is expreiled in the att of Parliament, 
Viz, © That of granting pardons, with ſuch exceptions as the 


comniiſſioners ſhould think proper to make. And ot declar- TA 


ing America, or any part “it, in the King's peace, upon ſub- 
miſſion ; © For as to the power of enquiring into the tate of 
America, which his Lordſhip mentioned to them, and of con- 
ferring and conſulting with any perſons the Commiſſioners 
might think proper, and reprelening the reſult of ſuch con- 


verſation to the mmiſtry, who, provided the Colonies would 


ſubject themſelves, might after all, or might not, at their 


pleaſure, make any alieration in the former inſtructions to 


Governours, or propoſe in Parliament any amendment of 
of. 
from the efi-5ts of {uch a power, would have been too uncer- 


” * 


N : 0 } 7 . . LF 4 w—_ ? 1 3 
continued in her ſtate of dependence 


On Sunday morning, a large body of the Britiſh troops 
.ew-York city, and 


landed ai Haerlem eight miles caſt dt, 


at Turtle hw, on the fame ide, four miles nearer. 


General Waelkingin having concluded to abandon the 
City as it was n tenable, his troops had orders to retreat as South 
tar as Mount Waſhington, and there to make a ſtand. Gen- 
eral Howe's army then took poſſeſſion of the city. They 


g, and ed by! 


effected this under a heavy cannonade of their ſhipping 


with a deſign to cut off the Continental troops in the city, 
eſcaped, and marched to 
the weſt {ide of the iſland, and joined the main body, abou: f 

oed 


under General Putnam ; but the 


nine miles above the city. 


The Britiſh Commiſhoners finding it was the opinion 0: 
the Committee of Congreſs, that the United States could no: 
relinquiſh the independency they had lately proclaime«, 
publiſhed their declaration to the 2nhabitants at large. i: 
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WE which they recommend to them * To reflect ſeriouſly upon 
their preſent conduct and expectations, and to judge for 
themſelves, whether it is more conſiſtent with their hon- 
8 our and happinels, to offer up their lives as a ſacrifice to the 
unjuſt and precarious cauſe in which they are engaged, or to 
return to the allegiance, accept the bleſſings of peace, ud be 
ſecured in the free enjoyment of their liberties, and prop- 
erties.“ £3 


of the enemy on Montreſor's Ifland, in which a promiſin 
as young officer. Major Thomas Henley (a native of charleſ- 


the American War. 


The declaration had no effect with the people at large. 


ZZ Their delegates in Congreſs had already recommended the 
[the beſt means they could deviſe, for the ſafety and future 
proſperity of the States. And the people had no diſpoſition 
io counteract their reſolves and declarations ; but on the con- 
trary, heartily adopted them, and atted conformably thereto. 
ey could not give up their freedom, and return to that 
ſubmiſſion and allegiance, which the Kings Commiſhoners 
held up to them as the condition of peace. 


The next day after the Commiſſioners had publiſhed their Sept, 20. 


EE declaration, and five days after the Britiſh had taken poſſeſ- 
oon of the city of New. Vork, a fire broke out in that capital, 
which contumed ſome of its moſt ſuperb buildings, and 
WY r2ged with great violence. 


By a flag that came to General Waſhington's lines a few 


days after, they had information that ſome perſons who were 
= {uipetted of being American emiſaries, had occaſioned this 
Eg diſaſter, that they had been cruelly treated by the enemy, 
only on bare ſuſpicion, 


The Continentals made an attempt to ſurprize a guard Sept. 2g. 


ol 
5 


By town, Maſlachuſeits) was killed; his activity and zeal for 
ic lervice is applauded, which engaged him to puſh forward 
ia the firſt and only boat that landed his men, the others 
W having failed in du 


ty, and probably prevented their ſucceſs. 
The Carrokee and Creek Indians began about this time to 
be troublelome to the Southern States of Georgia and 


South. Carolina, inſtigated thereto, it was ſtrongly {uſyett- 


ed, by the King's ſuperintendant of Indian affairs; but they 
paid gearly for it, ſome of the Cherokee towns were deſtroy— 
ed by the Caroliuians, and many Indians captivated and killed, 
A peace was afterwards concluded, upon their ceding a 
conſiderable tract of land to the State of South-Carolina, 
The troops raiſed in the ſeveral States, and which com— 


poſed the Continental army, were enliſted only for a cer- 


L 


1. 


tain number of months. At the expiration of which, 
they were diſcharged and new enliſtments made. This 
method being found to be very injurious iv the. ſervice, 
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4 1776. Congreſs reſolved © to raiſe a fanding army, to conſiſt of 


1 And as an encouragement to engage in the ſervice, beſides 
10 0* Sept. a bounty of twenty dollars for each man, over and above 
WER their wages, and allowance of rations, they were to have 
I 1 lands beſtowed on them, at the conculſion of the war. The 

f | officers, in proportion to their reſpettive ranks, from five hun- 
dred to two hundred acres, and the non- commiſſion officers 
and ſoldiers, one hundred acres each.“ Theſe lands to be 
provided by the United States, and the expenſe borne by 


them, as the other expenſes of the war. Their, pay to be as 
follows: | 
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Dollars. 
A Colonel, per month 75 
Lieutenant Colonel 60 
Major 50 
Chaplain 33 1-3 
DuUrgeon | 33 1-3 
Surgeon's Mate in 
Adjutant | 40 
Quarter-Maſter 27 
Regiment Pay-Maſter 2b 2-9 
Captain 40 
Lieutenant 27 
| | Enſign „5 
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Serjeant-Major 9 
Quarter-Maſter-Serjeant 9 
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N 11 Drum-Major 8 bs 
$3 1888 „„ Fife-Major 8 1-3 Plac 
10 Serjeant 8 | - 
| | Corporal 7 1-3 
2171 Drummer and Fifer - 1-4 *Y 4 
Ft I Privates 6 2-3 a 
10 = 
| 1 * By an afler reſolve, Congreſs extended the donation of Y 2 , 
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lands fo general Officers, mz. a Major-General 1100 acres, 
2 Brigadter-General 750 acres, 
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| = The two Continental Generals taken on Long-Iſland, 1776. 
iſt of WM viz. Major General Sullivan and Lord Stirling, returned 
m of to the American camp, being exchanged for General Preſ- October. 
WW cot, taken at St. John's, and Governour Mountfort Browne, 
q. of New-Providence. / 
== The plan of a /tanding army being ſettled by Congreſs, 
me ſtate of the Continental paper currency came under 
their conſideration. To ſupport the credit of it, and ſtop the 
4 depreciation, which was the conſequence of the large ſums . 
illued, they determined to make no more emiſſions for a 
"FE time; and as the means to anſwer the exigencies of the States, 
RE they propoſed to borrow money of the poſſeſſors, on inter- 
ect, for which purpoſe they paſſed the following reſolves, viz. 
fides WS © That five millions of Continental dollars be immediate- 
bove ly borrowed tor ule of the United States of America, at the 
have annual interſt of four per cent.“ 
The That the faith of the United States be pledged to the 
hun. ME lenders, for the payment of the ſums to be borrowed, and 
icers the intereſt ariſing thereon, That a certificatet be given to 
to be che lender witneſſed by the Continental Treaſurer, and coun» 
e by terſigned by the Commiſſioner of the office who receives it. 
be as a © That for the convenience of the lenders, Loan Offices 
be eſtabliſhed in each of the United States, and a Commul- 
WE ſioner to ſuperintend ſaid office, be appointed by the ſaid 
States reſpectively, who are to be reſponſible for the faithful 
= diſcharge of their duties in faid offices; ſaid Commiſſioners 
to be entitled to receive one eighth per cent. on all monies 
ag which ſhall be brought to their reſpective offices, &c. 
3 Beſides the troops left at Ticonderoga, in June laſt, un- Od. 12. 
der Major-General Gates; Brigadier- General Arnold, and 
General Waterbury had command of a fleet of Gondolas, on 
Lake Champlain, and on the 11th and 12th of this month had 
an engagement with the enemy; and in a ſubſequent battle, 
= was obliged to yield to ſuperiour fgrce, and leave them maſ- 
ters of the lake. | 
3 Major-General Lee having returned from South-Caroli. 
na, he joined the main body of the Continental army, at their 
yg bead quarters at Haerlem, 
be. The Britſh regain poſſeſſion of Crown Point, to which OF. 20. 
= place General Carlton repaired, after the battle on the lake, 
le intereſt was afterwards altered to ſix per cent. 
3 | | 
2 
r Congreſs reſolved, . That the intereſt due on loan-office 
_ cerca: ſued to the firſt of March 1777, ſhall be paid by 
an of 6 bills of exchange on the Commuſſioners of the States in Parts, 
rm tne rate of free livres for one Spaniſh milled dollar, or in 


Continental bills, at the option of the lenders. 


— — —ä—äF—ĩy— — — 


— 


— — 
M 
er OTC: 


— 


rc. 
n — = hs 


CE ED eee eE > er ann 


1776. 


- routed, twenty killed, and a confiderable number taken prif. 


Ofober. 


the 
Reſolve, © That a bounty of twenty dollars be paid to the 
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| A party of about 100 Tories, commanded by Major Rog. 1 


ers, in a ſkirmiſh with ſome Continentals, were entirely 


Oners. G 
This month Congreſs came into ſome reſolutions reſpect. 
ing the Continental navy, and to make it reſpectable, they 


reſolved, © That no private ſhips or veſſels of war, mer. 
chant ſhips, and other veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of 


theſe States, be permitted to wear pendants when in compa. 


ny with Continental ſhips or veſſels of war, without leave WK 


from the commanders thereof. That if the merchant ſhip 
or veſſel] tranſgreſs in this reſpect, the commander of the 


Continental vefſel be authoriſed to take away the pendant 


from the offenders—and that if any private veſſel of war, re- 


fuſe to pay the reſpect due to the Continental ſhips, the 


commander for refuſing {hall loſe his commiſſion—“ That 
the rank of officers be the ſame as officers of ſimilar com- 


miſſions in the land force”—That the commanders, officers, 


&c. in the Continental navy, be entitled to one half of mer, 


chant-men, tranſports and ſtore-ſhips, by them taken, from 


and after the firſt day of November, 1776,and that they be en- 
titled to the whole value of all ſhips and veſſels of war, be- 


longing to the crown of Great Britain, by them made prize 


of, and all privateers authorized by his Britanic Majeſty to 
war not theſe States, And as encouragement to ſerve in 
ontinental navy, Congreſs palled a ſubſequent 


commander, officers and men, of ſuch Continental ſhips or 
velle!s of war, that ſhall make prize of any Britiſh veſſels of 
war, for every cannon mounted on board ſuch prize at the 


time of ſuch capture, and eight dollars per head, for every 


man then on board and belonging to ſuch prize.“ 

General Burgoyne having withdrawn the troops that had 
for a ſhort ſpace occupied Lake Champlain, and its neigh— 
bourhood. About the middle of November, Sir Guy Carl- 
ton, allo, with the whole force he had at Crown Point, quit- 
ted it, and General Gates informed Congreſs, that he had 
ſent a detachment to beat up the enemy's quarters at their 
advanced poſts, but found they had abandoned them. 

A letter of this date, from General Howe to Lord George 
Germaine, gives the following account of the movements of 
his army, after they landed on New-York, to this time, - 


* By order of Congreſs, the flags of the United States are 
thirteen /{rzpes, alternately.red and ute; and their union, 
thirteen lars, white in a blue field, repreſenting a new conſtel- 


tation. 
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Rog. 

1rely 3 8 1 
Til. He attempted (he ſays) to open the principal communi- 

P cation to Connecticut, and to force the Continental troops 

pet. bd. from the poll they occupied in the neighbourhood of Kings- 

they bridge, and in proſecution of this plan, his troops paſſed with 

mer. ME their boats, through Hell-Gate, taking the advantage of a thick 


WE tog to prevent diſcovery, and the 12th of October landed on 
WE Frog-neck, near the town of Weſt-Cheſter, a frigate being 

placed to cover the deſcent. | 

Lieutenant General Earl Piercy remained, with two brig- 
12 EY ades, of Britiſh, and one of Heſſians, in the lines near 
BE Hacrlem, to cover New-York [city.] They remained in 
BS this ſituation. five days, waiting for ſtores and proviſions, 
hey then re-embarked. A part patſed round Frog-Neck, 
and landed at Pitt's Point, the mouth of the river. The 


Th at | *; . 
main body then, croſſed over to the ſame place, on the creek, 

Com- . x ; 

—_— opoſite to Eaſt-Cheſter, and a part advanced near to Rochelle. 


On their march to this ground a ſkirmiſh enſued. The 

eiſt of October, the right and center of his army moved to 
the northward of Rochell, on the road to White-Plains, 
leaving Lieutenant General de Heiſter, to ocupy the former 
ground. Lieutenant Colonel Rogers, with his corps of Ran- 
gers, were ſent to take poſſeſſion of Mare-Neck. Upon theſe 
movements General Waſhington detached a corps to White- 
Wy Plains, and moved his army ſrom their ſtation at Kings- 
bridge, extending their force behind the Brunx, from Valen- 
WE tine hills to White-Plains, in detached camps, covering the 
upper communication with Connecticut, and the road along 

che North River. His (Howe's) army then moved, the 
28th, on to White-Plains, in two columns, commanded by 
Lieutenant Generals Clinton, and de Heiſter (the latter being 
ordered from his former poſt, to join the main body) Lieu- 
tenant General Kniphauſen having eſtabliſhed his poſt, on 


every 


t had 
eigh- 
Carl- 
quit— 
e had 
their 


Maſhington. This poſt, with Fort.- Lee, on the oppoſite ſhore 
ot Jerſey, kept the command of the navigation of the North 
River, and barred the communication with New-York, by 
land. They prepared to attack it, and with thirty boats, 
paſſed the North River on the night of the 14th of November, 
and on the 15th, in the evening, Adjutant- General Paterſon 
vas ſent to iummons Fort Waſhington to ſurrender. Fort- 
Lee was the next object, for the entire command of North Riv- 
er, and a ready road to penetrate the Jerlies, It was taken 
'S ATC WR by Lord Cornwallis, who advanced with the main body, and 
non, on the 24th ot November, took poſſeſſion of Newark [in 


el. fe Jerſies. 


eorge 
nts of 


relative to the contents of General Howe's letter, 


F 


WE the York ſide of King's-bridge, within cannon-thot ot Fort- 


The Continental accounts furniſh the following particulars, . 


Nov. 


2  — — — — — — — — 
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For 
* About the middle of October, the Britiſh troops that 4 2 
were landed at Frog's-Point, about eighteep miles S. E. lines, 
New-Vork bridge, puſhed forward with great p e 1 5 being 
towards the bridge leading from the point to the main. Bu being 
a body of Continental rifle men being ſtationed near it, too vil 
up the bridge, and impeded their progreſs, The Bri bolleſ 
were reinforced, and a large body was landed at Rod man“. 4 * 5 
Point. Major General Lee ſent a fmall party to 0 PT 
them, and to retreat back to the place where he was, wich icre 
a large body in the front, and another in a flanking party ,_ at the 
they obeyed the orders of the General, and the enemy fol. . cou 
lowed them till they came within fifty yards of Genera led. at 
Lee, till then undiſcovered ; his troops gave them a le At. 
heavy fire, which put them into contuſion ; upon which e 14:5: 
flanking party played upon them fo warmly, that they on! 1 5 Bom 
gave one or two fires and retreated. This is probably ti} ple. a 
tkirmiſh General Howe mentions they had in their way uf NY EN 
Eaſt-Cheſter and Rochelle, General Howe's main boch F neck 


at Eaſt-· Cheſter, extended towards Connecticut, as far as Neu. their 
Rochelle, making a formidable front, of ſeveral miles in| wand 
length on the ſound, attempting to outflank General Wall. Cort 

5 


ington. Some of their ſmall parties advanced as far as Mare. Lord 
Neck—the two armies at this time about two miles diftant 


from each other—York-1/tand, {ill in poſſeſſion of the 1 Eh 
Continental troops, with a garriſon under General Putnam. Penn 
The enemy having advanced in great numbers, near o peate 
White-Plains.* General Lee, with a body of K ac. b. 
were detached to attack them. They fought ſmartly for] C. 
about an hour, in which time one hundred and fifty of s for u 
men were' killed and wounded—and a conſiderable number Unit 
of the enemy fell in the action. An eminence near, and WE, 1 per 
N. W. of White- Plains, was diſputed, and at laſt pore FE 
with, at a Bunker-hill price. = 
The loſs of the Britiſh at White- Plains and near it, by of fi 
their own account, is three hundred and fitty killed, Cour SS ol! 
hundred and ſeventy wounded, two hundred taken priſoners. EZ thou 
As the ground near the centre of this town was overlooked by four 
adjacent hills, the troops occupying it were inſecure. T lie lan 
Continental Generals therefore drew off molt of their troop: be 
from the hnes there, W 4:1 
The Britith that were encamped there, ſtruck their tents note 
and removed. Some priſoners, and two baggage waggons. e ft « 

tell into the hands of the Continentals on their retiring from 
chat place. * 
1E, 


* About thirty miles from New-York city. 
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| Fort-Waſhington, on the iſland of New-York, which 
| had been attempted twice before, was now reduced by the 


ps tl: Britiſh. The Heſians began the attack, and approached the 


. E. „ lines, within point blank ſhot, when they ſuffered greatly, 
edition being cut down in whole ranks by the defenders, but they 
u. Bu being ſupported by a body of Britiſh, and the place from 
it, tool 1 


ooh which the garriſon had been ſupplied with water, being in 
Brit polſeſnon of the enemy, the beſieged found the fort was not 
dman'- # c:n4ble of defence, and the beſiegers refuling the terms of- 
attac fered by Colonel Magaw, he was obl:ged to ſurrender at 
as, wich Jiſcretion on the 15th of November. The enemy's account 


51 10 W of their loſs in attacking the lines, was goo killed; another 
my toi. 


8 : . : . 
r account ſays 1400 wounded ; allo, the garriſon had 400 kil- 
EN Cru BE lcd, and 1600 made priſoners, being their whole number, 
- nk Alter this buſineſs was accompliſhed, the Britiſh landed a 
ch {11 


—_ large body ot troops on the Jerley-ſhore, and proceeded to 


bly the 
way 1B tals were exceedingly cramped, the place being on a narrow 
n bole , 
New. 
1tles in 05 
Mare 
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their force inconſiderable. Major-General Greene who com- 
manded there, thought proper to withdraw and abandon the 
fort, the 20th of the month, when 1t tell into the hands of 
Lord Cornwallis.“ 


The royal army having now entered the Jerſies, an action 
| took place the 25th of the ſame month, between ſome of the 
Pennſylvania militia, ard a body of the enemy, who were re- 
peatedly repulied, in attempting to croſs the river at Aquin— 
ac-bridge. | 


Congreſs came into a reſolution to ſet on foot a Lottery, 


ot his for the purpoſe of railing a lum ol money for the uſe of the 
1umuoer United American States, to bear an annual intereſt of four 


ar, and 


WE per cent. to be applied for carrying on the necellary war, 
parted Wn 


Agreeably to the ſcheme, the Lottery conſiſted of four claſſes, 
of one hundred thouſand tickets each, ſubject toa deduttion 
of fifteen per cent, at the price of ten, twenty, thirty, forty 
dollars for a ticket in each claſs. The highelt prizes, ten 
thouſand, twenty thoufand, thirty thouſand dollars, and the 
fourth and laſt claſs, fifty thouſand dollars; and not one 

The blank and an half 10 a prize. The fortunate adventurers, 
troop: WW who thould draw more than thirty or forty dollars, in the 
WW 1:1}, ſecond and third clalles, were to receive a treaſury bank 
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r tents WF woe, payable at the end of five years, and an annual 1nter- 
ggons, eit of tour per cent—the drawers of fifty dollars int he fourth 
g from 


* Before they abandoned the fort, they lilied of the enemy 
qwenty, and wounded thirty-froe, 


82224, 
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W Fort-Lee, oppoſite kurt-Waſhington, which not being tena- 
ble, and (as a perſon then on the ſpot related) the Continen- 


neck of land, between North River, and the Hackinſack, and 
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of the Iſland, no reſiſtance being made - many 


\ 
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claſs to receive their money immediately, without any de. 
duction; and all who drew more, to have bank treaſury 
notes without deduction the intereſt to commence from 
the laſt day of drawing. f 

This month is replete with many memorable events. 
General Howe having formed a deſign to make a deſcent 
on Rhode-T/tand State, detached a part ot his force, the firſt 
of this month, to gain poſſeſſion of Newport Ifland, the cap. 
ital. 2 - 

Commodore Sir Peter Parker, having with him about 
ſeventy ſail of tranſports, arrived in Newport harbour, eight 
days after. The troops were landed under direction of 
Captain Caulfield (of the Commodore's ſhip, who had com- 
mand of the flat-boats.) He immediately took poſſeſſion 
of the in- 
habitants being loyaliſts, received them gladly. General 
Clinton, Earl Piercy, Major-Gener# Preſcot and Lord 
William Campbel!, were on this expedition. The number 
of troops was between five and fix thouland, among whom 
were ſome light horſe, a number of Heſſians, &c. 

A large body of militia were collected at Providence, and 


* 


the towns adjacent, to prevent their penetrating the main, it 


December. 


they had attempted it. 


I he affairs of the United States at this period, wore a diſ- 


couraging aſpect. Major-General Gates had not yet re- 
turned from the northern department, and Major-General 
Lee, with a diviſion of Continentals, was at Morriſtown at a 
diſtance from the American camp. The Continental troops 
were now reduced to a {mall number, the time of the enliit- 
ment of the greater part had expired, and they could not be 


prevailed on to continue till their places could be ſupplied 5 


with new levies; theſe circumſtances were not unknown to 
the enemy. Their late ſucceſs at Fort-Waſhington and Lee, 


and at Newport, together with the preſent ſtate of the Conti. 


nental army, and their having got poſſeſſhon of Brunſ— 
wick, in the Jerſies, gave them the molt flattering proſpects 
of accompliſhing their deſigns, and vanquiſhing the Conti— 
nenta] forces. General Waſhington thought proper now to 
retire from the Hackinſacx. Howe's troops made a forced 
march to come up with the Continetals ; they had got within 
two miles of Princetown, when Lord Stirling began his re- 


treat. General Waſhington, finding he could not maintain 


his ground in the Jerſies, with his /z2tle army, he prudently 
determined to croſs the Delaware. Boats from every quar- 
ter were provided, and the Continental troops and ſtores con- 
eyed over the Delaware. | 

General Waſhington taking his quarters within a mile of 
the river, it was the deſign of General Howe to have pur- 
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ſued them with his troops, and entirely to rout and break up 
the Continental army, but was prevented from the purſuit, 
1 by the precaution of General Waſhington, who, upon leaving 
MT the jerſies, had ordered all the boats left on that ſhore to be 
X deſtroyed. General Howe, in a letter to Lord George Ger- 
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maine, of the 20th of this month, informs him, “that the 
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hrſt diviſion of his troops advancing to Trenton, reached the 
Delaware ſoon after General Waſhington's rear guard had December. 


croſſed it.“ The royaliſts could proceed no farther. | 


The royaliſts being informed that General Lee was at a Dec, 3. 
houſe in Baſkenridge, in New- Jerſey, three or tour miles diſ- 


ant trom his corps. Colonel Harcourt was ſent with a de- 


tachment of dragoons. They having arrived at the houſe, 


fired a great number of {hot into it, and the General finding 
no means of eſcape, ſurrendered himſelf to the party. 


They mounted him on a horſe, and rode off with him in 
triumph, and in ſuch haſte, they could not allow him time to 

et his cloak and hat, and conveyed him to New- Vork.“ 

From Colonel Woodford's account of an action he had 
with a party of the royaliſts, near the Great-Bridge, Wil— 
liamſburgh, Virgina, the following is collected: A deſert- 
er, ſays the Colonel, has completely taken in his Lordſhip Dec. 
(Cornwallis.) He informed them that not more than three 
hundred ſhirtmen (riflemen) were there. 

Captain Leflie with all the regulars, about two hundred, 
was diſpatched, with about three hundred black and white 
{laves, and crolled the bridge in the morning, when the Col- 
onel's men had juſt got under arms. Lieutenant Batlet 
commanded the advanced party, and Captain Fordyce, of the 
grenadiers, led the van with his company, and had the miſ- 
fortune to fall in the action which enſued—who tor his con- 
dutt and bravery (the Colonel ſays) deſerved a better fate, 
as well as the brave fellows who fell with him, who behav- 
ed like heroes. | 55 | 

They marched up to the breait works with fixed bayon- 
ets, but the fire againſt them was ſo well directed, as to oc— 
caſion great carnage amongſt them. None of the blacks in 
the rear with Lieutenant Leſlie advanced further than the 
bridge, near which they had a fort. Colonel Woodford's 
viftory was complete. The enemy carried off their dead 
and wounded, and two pieces of cannon, under cover of the 
guns of the fort. Colonel Woodtord took priſoner Lieu- 
tenant Batſet, the commander, and ſixteen privates, all wound- 
ed, thirty-five ſtand of arms, and accoutrements, three of- 
hicers' fuſees, powder, ball cartridges, &c. | 


15. 


* There he remained till March or April, 1778, when he 
was exchanged for General Preſcott, taken at Newport, 
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This, the Colonel ſays, was a ſecond Bunker-hill affair, 


in miniature, with this difference, that we kept our poſt, and i 


had only one man wounded in the hand. 
The royal army now in poſſeſſion of the Jerſies, were 


ſcattered on the banks of the river, and occupied many of 


December, 


the towns—fluſhed with their late ſucceſſes, and anticipating 


the total deſtruction ot the Continental army—but a ſur. ME 
priſing reverſe of fortune we ſhall preſently ſee takes place. 


Lord Cornwallis went to New-York with a deſign, it was 


laid, to embark for England ; and Major-General Vaughan SI | 
had, command of the troops in the Jerſies. A writer, be-. 
fore citcd, takes notice of the retreat over the Delaware, and 
ſays, © That both officers and men, though greatly harraſled WK 


and fatigued, frequently without reſt, covering, or proviſion, 


Dec. 19. 


(the inevitable conſequences of a long retreat) bore it with 
a martial and manly ſpirit, all their wiſhes were one, | 
which was that the country would turn out, and help them 


to drive, the enemy back.” He then applies to General TR 1 


1 of thi 
1 Cong 


S# throt 


Waſhington, a remark of Voltaire's, on King William, 
That he never appeared to full ad vantage, but in difhcult- 
ies and in action.“ The application of this remark will be 
allowed to be juſt, if the critical ſituation of the American 


General, is taken into view, and the wiſdom and magna. 


nimity he diſcovered at this very important crilis, 
The Villagers in the Jerſies juffered greatly by the ene- 


my'stroops, ravaging, plundering,and offering great indecen- 


cies to the female inhabitants. The following 1s related with 
ſuch circumſtances as to gain full credit: “ A farmer near 
Woodbridge, hearing the c ies of his daughter, ruſhed into 
the room, and found an Heſſian officer attempting to raviſl 
her, in a fit of rage he killed the officer; but the poor man 
was ungeneroully wounded by the officer's party who came 
up ſoon after.”* | 

The King's Commiſhoners, at New-York, now tried the 
force of another proclamation, which this day made iis ap- 
pearance, It mentions the terms on which they would grant 
pardons, and limits the time—and in a high authoritative 
tone, charges, and commands all who were aſſembled in arms 


«gait his Majeſty, to diſband—and all under the names of 


General or Provincial Congreſſes, Committees, Conven- 


tions, &c. to deſiſt from their trea/onable practices and re- 


Jinquiſh their pſurped power, within ſixty days from the 
date of the proclamation—and to ſubſcribe a declaration to 
remain peaceably, not to take up arms, nor encourage others. 
Upon compliance with the above, they were to receive a full 
and free pardon, 


* Witham Smith, of Smith's-farm, near Woodbridge, ts 
/ard lo be this unfortunate man, 
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affair, 70 f | No a 
t, and huis proclamation had no effect —it was occaſioned by 1776. 
me apparently forlorn ſtate of the Continental army at this 

were time. The States were not conſcious of any treaſon they December, 
any of had been guilty of, unleſs deiending their liberties and prag 
pating WT erties, againſt invaſion, could be deemed ſuch; beſtdes, vt. 
a fuji. ul proclamation proceeded from an authority, the wavle cont. - 
Place, tinent had already abjured—and notwithſtanding the g 
* 7 appearances on the ſide of the States, they truſting i 
ughan ET :uſtice of their cauſe—we do not find any who com: == 
r, be- WA with the haughty demand of the proclamation. tes 
e, and = Congreſs were apprehenſive that the royal army wo? 
ralled 1 pay a viſit to Philadelphia, and taking into conſideration : 
viſion, eligious tenets of a great many of the inhabitants denon, 
with WT nated Quakers, which would not allow of their taking up 
one, arms, and which had been a great clog to the military oper- 

them ations of the Pennſylvanians—they judged it proper to lay 
eneral before the people, the hazard that would attend the ſucceſs 
ian, BY of the enemy, and getting into their capital; for this purpoſe 
heul. | Congreſs ordered hand- bills to be ſtruck off, and circulated 
vill be chrough the State, to rouſe them to a ſenſe of their danger, 
EIS and the defence of their property, and to convince the Conti- 
19800 nent that one ſhirit adtuated the whole, 


This addreſs had a good effect in the ſouthern States, they 
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The Philadelphians at this criſis, thought it prudent to ſuſ- 
pend their private buſineſs, ſecure their effects, and provide 
for their common ſafety. Congreſs removed to Baltimore 
(in the State of Maryland, about 120 miles below Philadel- 


d with 
r near 
d into 


raviſh phia,) And 19 27! Jo 
A nes General Waſhington entered-upon- the execution of a 
came 


very important plan, and almoſt a deſperate one, io check the 
intended progreſs of the enemy, and to raiſe the ſpirits of 
his little army. This celebrated General, had not, at this 
WE juncture, under his immediate command, more than 2500, 
or 3000 men, to oppole a victorious army, ot turice the num- 
ber; yet with this handful of men, he baited the deſigns 
of Howe's large army, and prevented his carrying them 
into effect at this time, by a judiciousand well timed ma- 
nœuvre. : 
An advanced party of the enemy being quartered at Tren- 
ton, General Waſhington concerted a plan to ſurpriſe them, 
and in order to accompliſh it, he re-crofied the Delaware, 
and landed on the Jerſey ſhore, early in the morning, of the 
26th of this month, with about twenty-four hundred men,* 


ed the 
iS ap- 
| grant 
itative 
n arms 
nes of 
nven- 
nd re- 
m the 
10N to 
>thers. 
a full 


CO 


ge, 20 FI * An intelligent officer, who was in the action, informed 
= the compiler of this Journal, there was 2250, of which 
only 1000 were Continental regulars, 
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1776. among whom were ſome companies of artillery, with eigh. 
Ly teen held pieces: They formed into two diviſions; the one 
Dec. 26. commanded by Major-General! Sullivan, the other by Major. 


An Hiſtorical Journal of 


change 
flavour 


General Greene, and the whole, by his Excellency General 


Wathington. The attack began at ſeven o'clock, by the Cor 
vanguard of Sullivan's diviſion, who attacked the Heſſian power 


flix mc 
ments, 
vice. 
wy Soc 
WY pointe 


advanced guard, about a mile from the town, which they 
ſoon drove, when the whole puſhed, with the utmoſt vig. 
our, for the town, which they immediately entered, Gen. 
eral Greene's diviſion attacked the town on the other fide, at 
the ſame time; fifteen minutes decided the action in favour 
of the Continentals, and the enemy threw down their arms, viz. E 
The Continental troops, finding many of their guns would Dean 
not go off, owing to their being expoſed to a violent ſtorm Franc 


of ſnow and rain, for ſix hours, they charged their bayonets, Mand p. 
and giving three cheers, ruſhed with impetuoſity on the Han po? 
Heſhans, * | | eure © 
By General Waſhington's account to Congreſs, “„the Ned St. 
royal force at Trenton were, three Heſſian battallions, viz, in the 
Landſpatch, Kniphauſen, and Rahl, and a party of Britiſh Wi and o 
light horſe, all underthe commad of Colonel Rahl, who diedof the C 
his wounds ſoon after the action.“ Fifty were killed and 918 1 from 
made priſoners, among whom were go Commiſſion ofh- gmiſſie 
cers.* The Continentals alſo gained fix braſs cannon (two Tb 
of them 12 pounders) 1200 {mall arms, ſeven ſtandards, and ont. 
other trophies, a large quantity of militaty muſic, baggage to pr. 
&c. &c. On the ſide of the Continentals not more than chat 
20 were killed and waayged. 7 ed. 
General Waſhingee e the Heſſians all their baggage, prob. 
and ſent them to the Mn counties of Pennſylvania, un- = thoſe 
ſearched. The generofity of the General, ſo contrary to the IR va! | 
conduct of the enemy on ſimilar occaſions, excited in their be he 
breaſts a veneration for their amiable conqueror, whom they ed in 
ſtiled “a very good rebel.“ | bas 
The royal troops at Bordentown ſoon had the alarm, Med to 
which was communicated to all their parties along the river. the n 
After they had remained under arms for ſome time, inſtead | after 
of marching to oppole the Continentals, they retired, and be de 
left them to take poſſeſſion of Bordentown, Mount Holly, in th 
and Burlington, | A 
| ed ay 

Thirty-five killed, priſe 

* The royaliſts account is, & Sixty wounded, 1 

948 made priſoners, PEAT 

| the 

Total, 1048. * 


* 
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h eigh. 

he one Tue action at Trenton, and its attendant conſequences, 1776. 
Major. changed the ſcene, and gave a ſudden turn to appearances in 

;eneral tavour of the United States. | December. 


by the Cougreſs conferred on their Generaliſſimo more ample 
leſſian ¶ powers, and appointed him Dictator, for the limited term of 
they ix months; to retorm and new model the military arrange- 
{t vig. ments, in ſuch manner as he judged beſt for the public ſer- 
Gen. vice. | 
ſide, at Soon after the declaration of Independence, Congreſs ap- 
favour ME pointed the following Commiſſioners on behalf oi the States, 
arms. viz. Benjamin Franklin, who arrived there this month, Silas 
would Deane, and Arthur Lee,“ Eiqrs. to manage their affairs in 
ſtorm ME France and Spain, to cultivate an acquaintance with them, 
/0nets, Wand procure their friendſhip, and ſome other of the Europe- 
n the Nan powers, and to give them a right underſtanding of the na- 
eure of the controverſy, between Great Britain and the Unit- 
„the ed States of America. Theſe gentleman happily ſucceeded 
le, viz, ia their commiſſion, and procured ſupplies of ſuch warlike, 
Britiſh Hand other articles, as were neceſſary for the States; not from 
diedof the Court of France (they not having yet intertered) but 
1d 918 from the Merchants, by their agreements with the Com- 
: offi- MY miſlioners. Oy | 
1 (two WR Their negociations in France, were viewed by Lord Stor- 
s, and mont, the Britiſh Ambaſſador there, with a jealous eye; and 
2ggape to prevent their further ſucceſs, he preſented a memoriat to 
than that Court. He hoped (he ſaid) his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
ws jeſty would ſo far extend his neutrality and friendſhip. as to 
ggage, 5 prohibit the merchants in his dominions, from affording 
, un- thoſe of America (with whom they now trade openly) ſucht 
to the vaſt ſuccours as have hitherto been turniſhed. Above all, 
their be hopes, that Meſſrs. Deane and Franklin, may be reftrain- 
1 they ed in their meaſures, which have been gradually unfolded, 
bo as to become leſs and leſs equivocal, The papers annex- 
larm, WW £4 to this memorial (ſays his Lordſhip) will amply diſplay 
river. che nature of the progreſs of Mr. Deane's negociation, that 
1ſtead 3 alter peruſal, it might reaſonably be expected. that he ſhould 
- and de delivered up.” But the Court of France did not meddle 
Lolly, in this mercantzle bulinels. | 


= Alter General Waſhington's ſucceſs at Trenton, he paſl- 

ed again over the Delaware, into Philadelphia, with the 

Bs priſoners, cannon, &c. he had taken. 

' The ſucceſs of the Continentals, at the cloſe of the laſt 1777. 

Wy year, was followed with another victory in their favour, at 
5 the opening of this, Ihe vigilant Wachurgton, improved Jan. 2. 


ie latter gentleman was choſen in the room of Mr, 
5 Jeſferſon, who declined goihg to France, at this time, 
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the advantage he had juſt now gained, and“ having receiv. Judge 
ed reinforcements from Virginia, Maryland, and the militia Li 
of Pennſylvania, he repaſſed the Delaware into Jerſey,”'* ment 
Lord Cornwallis having deferred his voyage to England, 28th 
returned from New-York to the Jerfies; and being inform Colo 
ed that General Waſhington was poſted at Trenton, he ad-. Eker, 


vanced towards the town, and General Waſhington, in the after 
night, marched off his troops, towards Princetown, and fell about 
in with the 17th and 55th regiments, on their march to join MY Amb 
Brigadier-General Leſlie, at Maidenhead, On the third, an A 
action commenced between them, in which the Continent- ſigne 
als were victorious, and according to General Howe's ett 
own account,“ the loſs to his Majeſty's troops, is ſeventeen . G 


killed, and nearly two hundred wounded and miſſing, MY 1<9n 
Captain Leſlie of the 17th is among the few killed.“ (An. riſto! 
other account has it, ſeventy-four killed, which appears (tall | 
more probable)—The Continental account greatly exceeds Mi take 
the above; the killed and priſoners, they reckon, about five them 
hundred—it alſo mentions their taking ſome field pieces, em 
blankets, ſtores, waggons, &c. General Howe acknowledg- eme 
es} one regiment, viz. the 17th, could not ſtand their Gr 
er ; and that to others, the 53th, and 40th retired to 82 
runſwick, where they were collecting their force. On they 
the ſide of the Continentals, they have to regret the loſs of beer 
a valuable gallant officer, Br:zgadier-General Mercer, of ah 
Virginia, who commanded the ſouthern militia. A ſpecta- 4 ; 
tor of his remains, at Philadelphia (where they were inter- ©" 
red with Military honours) gave the following account to 2 
the public: His body, covered with wounds and mangled, Wi ; 
was expoſed to public view, and after he had ſurrendered ME ar 
himſelf, the enemy, deat to the voice of humanity, and the 
law of nations, ſtabbed him with their bayonets, and with WE 80 
the butt end of a muſket, battered and disfigured his face.” Do * 
The above action was within three miles of Princetown, K. 
whither General Waſhington went, but ſoon quitted it, ! ho 
with his troops, by way of Kingſtown, breaking down the BM = 
bridges behind them, and croſſed the Mill-ſtone river. Up- 3 
on finding this, Lord Cornwallis retired to Brunſwick, e. 
Some other of the royal troops, under Major-General e 
Vaughan, aſſembled at Elizabeth-town ; but they abandon- 520 
ed it the 7th of the month, when ſome Waldeckers, High- OA 
landers, and ſome baggage waggons, fell into the hands ot Ie ; 


* Jo General Howe, writes, to Lord George Germaine, tht 


＋ See has letter of January 5th, to Lord George Germaine, 
printed m the public papers. 
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ſigned a declaration of fidelity to the King, &c. and engaged 
not to take up arms againſt him, nor encourage others to do 
it, General Waſhington iſſued a proclamation of this date, 
requiring ſuch perſons, to repair to his head quarters, at Mor- 
riſtown, or to the quarters of the neareſt general officer, 
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the American War. 


WE he Continentals. The royaliſts were in poſſeſſion only of 
Perth, Amboy, and Brunſwick, in the Jerſies. General 
| Waſhington, by the battle near Princetown, and his well 
& judged movements, gained great advantages of the enemy. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, of the 6th Virginia regi- 


ment, had an action with an eſcort of 600 royaliſts, of the 


28th and g7th regiments; in the attack, their commander, 
Colonel Preſton, was killed, and Lieutenant-Colonel Par- 


ker, not being properly ſupported, was obligea to retreat, 
after having killed of the enemy twenty-five, and wounded 
about forty. This eſcort was moving from Brunſwick to 


A few loyaliſts belonging to the ſouthern States, having 


(till further notice could be taken of it, by civil authority) to 


take oaths of allegiance to the United States, or to withdraw 
=Z themſelves and families within the enemy's lines, and if not 
= complied with in thirty days, they would be conſidered as en- 
emies to the States, and treated as ſuch, 


General Dickinſon defeated a party of about '500, took 40 


| waggons, upwards of 100 horſes, and ſome ſheep and cattle 
| they had collected. This was performed by a body of mili— 
$ tia, near Somerſet court-houſe, on Milſtone river. General 
| Waſhington by letter, informed Congreſs, that this action re- 
flected the higheſt honour on General Dickinſon ; for, 
though his were all raw troops, he led them through the 


river, middle deep, and gave the enemy {o ſevere a charge, 


that, although ſupported by three field pieces, they gave way, 


| and left their convoy. | 


The Marquis de la Fayette arrived this month, at Charleſ- 
ton (S. C.) from France, and immediately engaged in the 


W Continental ſervice. | 


Mr. Thomas Townſhend (in debate on an anſwer to the 


| King's ſpeech delivered in January) expreſſed himſelf thus, 


in the Houſe of Commons: We lave put the Colonies 


totally out of our protection, We have forbid them the 


exerciſe of every trade but that of arms, and have, by theſe 
means, iorced them to take up their arms, and uſe them 
againſt ourſelves, We profeſs to involve the innocent fub- 
jects of America with the guilty—our reftrictions did not 


wonder at their declaring themſelves independent ?” 
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Cn 
Jan. 23. 


Jan. 25. 


Jan. 26. | 


Feb. 10. 


| only deprive them of trade, but even of food—Are we tao 
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ed that General Waſhington was poſted at Trenton, he ad. 


als were victorious, and according to General Howe's| 


| hundred—it alſo mentions their tak: ing ſome field pieces, 
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the advantage he had juſt now gained, and“ having receiv. | 
ed reinforcements from Virginia, Maryland, and the militia A 
of Pennſylvania, he repaſſed the Delaware into Jerſey,” * 4 
Lord Cornwallis having deferred his voyage to England, 
returned from New-York to the Jerſies; and being inform. 8 


vanced towards the town, and General Waſhington, i in the $ 
night, marched off his troops, towards Princetown, and fell Mt 
in with the 17th and 55th regiments, on their march al hn 
Brigadier- General Leſlie, at Maidenhead, On the third, an“ 


action commenced berween them, in which the Continent-“ 


own account, the loſs to his Majeſty's troops, is be 
killed, and nearly two hundred wounded and miſſing. 
Captain Leſlie of the 17th is among the tew killed,” (An.“ 

other account has it, ſeventy-four killed, which MES 7 
more probable)—The Continental account greatly exceeds Y 


the above; the killed and priſoners, they reckon, about fire 2 


blankets, ſtores, waggons, &c. General Howe eee 3 


est one regiment, viz. the 17th, could not ftand their _ Ge! 
round; and that wo others, the 53th, and 4oth retired to ee 
Rick, where they were collecting their force. On mx Mo 
the {ide of the Continentals, they have to regret the lols of by I 
a valuable gallant officer, Brigadier-General Mercer, of | Q 
Virginia, who commanded the ſouthern militta, A ſpetia- Wl * 5 
tor of his remains, at Philadelphia (where they were inter- choug 
red with tnilitary honours) gave the following account to eg 
the public : © His body, covered with wounds and mangled, __ 
was expoſed to public view, and after he had ſurrendered 21 = 
himſelf, the enemy, deaf to the voice of humanity, and tix . : 
law of nations, ſtabbed him with their bayonets, and with Lo (> 
the butt end of a muſket, battered and disfigured his face. _ 
The above action was within three miles of Princetown, 50 K. F 
whither General Waſhington went, but ſoon quitted it, 4 5 he 
with his troops, by way of Kingſtown, breaking down the » I, 
bridges behind them, and croſſed the Mill-ſtone river. Up- 55 112 
on finding this, Lord Cornwallis retired to Brunſwick 3 ere 
Some other of the royal troops, under Major-General in 
Vaughan, aſſembled at Elizabeth-town ; but they abandon- Nj N 
ed it the 7th of the month, when ſome W aldeckers, High- 15 | 
landers, and ſome baggage waggons, fell into the hands ol hs 


* So General Howe, writes, to Lord George Germaine, il: 


5th of January. 


+ See his letter of Fanuary th, to Lord eee Ger mai, 
printed in the public papers. 
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WW Ine Continentals, The royaliſts were in poſſeſſion only of 1777. 
Perth, Amboy, and Brunſwick, in the Jerſies. General yo 
by the battle near Princetown, and his well Jan. 23. 
eas | 3 judged movements, gained great advantages of the enemy. 
= 3 Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, of the 6th Virginia regi- 
ey. 9 ment, had an action with an eſcort of 600 royaliſts, of che 
ngland, 28th and 37th regiments; in the attack, their commander, 
inform. * Colonel Preſton, was killed, and Lieutenant Colonel Par- 

he | ker, not being properly ſupported, was obligea to retreat, 


after having killed of the enemy twenty-five, and wounded | 


th = about forty. This eſcort was moving from Brunſwick to 
| 9 mboy. = 

bird, an A few loyaliſts belonging to the ſouthern States, having 
atinent.! wp declaration of fidelity to the King, &c. and engaged 
Howe] not to take up arms againſt him, nor encourage others to do 


be 


lit, General Waſhington iſſued a proclamation of this date, Jan. 25. 


miſſing. 4 Frequiring ſuch perſons, to repair to his head quarters, at Mor- 
(An. of riſtown, or to the quarters of the neareſt general officer, 

appears 1 nl further notice could be taken of it, by civil authority) to 

exceed take oaths of allegiance to the United States, or to withdraw 
. 1 Ichemſelves and families within the enemy's lines, and if not 

pieces, 2 omplied with in thirty days, they would be conſidered as en- 

emies to the States, and treated as ſuch, 

wy chen 66 * 
4 their yl eneral Dickinſon detcated a party of about goo, took 40 Jan. 26. 


& waggons, upwards of 100 horſes, and ſome ſheep and cattle 
i had collected. This was performed by a body of mili- 
Itia, near Somerſet court-houſe, on Milſtone river. General 
Waſbington by letter, inkormed Congreſs, that this action re- 
ſpecla. flected the higheſt honour on General Die kinſon ; tor, 
e inter. il Iihough his were all raw troops, he led them through the 
3 river, middle deep, and gave the enemy ſo ſevere a charge, 
vt W that, although ſupported by three field pieces, they gave way, 
i A and left their convoy. 

"aa the ; The Marquis de la Fayette arrived this month, at Charleſ- 


Dion (S. C.) from France, and e engaged in the 
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nd with 
> faces Continental ſervice. 
; Mr. Thomas Townſhend {in debate on an anſwer to the Feb. 10. 
8 King's ſpcech delivered in January) expreſſed himſelf thus, 
3 chef Win the Houſe of Commons: We have put the Colonies 
a4 8 WJ totally out of our protection. We have forbid them the 


: exerciſe of every trade but that of arms, and have, by theſe 


nſwick. | 15 

General | means, iorced them to take up their arms, and uſe them 
ANY HEY W gain ourſelves, We profels to involve the innocent fub-- 
„ High- AR of America with the guilty—our reftriciions did not 
Eo . 05 deprive them of trade, but even of ſood Are we tg 


Vonder at their declaring themſelves ind dependent?“ 
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Feb. 21, 


An Hiſtorical Journal of 


A ſmall party of Continentals ſtationed at Quibbletown, in 
the Jerſies, was attacked by a large body of the royalifls, 
from Brunſwick ; Colonel Scott, their commander, having 
retreated with them about a mile, was reinforced from Lord 
Stirling's diviſion, with four peices of cannon, when they 
renewed the action, and forced the enemy to retire, leaving 
goo dead on the field, and took about 100 priſoners. 

A ſkirmiſh took place in New-York State, near King's. 


bridge, between a party of Contisentals and a party of roy- 


aliſts, in which a few were killed and wounded on both ſides, 
among the killed was one Captain, and two Lieutenants of 
the royaliſts. The next morning, the Continental guard- 
houſe was ſurrounded by the royaliſts, when the Continen- 
tals took ſome of them priſoners, 

The Britiſh government had in contemplaiion a plan, to 
ſend American priſoners in their poſſeſſion, to the Eaſt.-In- 


dies, from whence it is probable they would never have re- 
turned; but it was, for ſome reaſons, laid aſide. 


The American Piracy bill, propoſed by Lord North, and 
brought into the Houle of Commons by Lord George Ger— 
maine, was paſſed by Parliament this day, by a majority of 
77. It enabled the King to ſecure and detain perſons charg- 
ed with high treaſon in America, or for piracy on the high 
ſeas, &c. Such preſons as were taken in American armed 
veſſels, on the high ſeas, are by this att deemed pirates; and 
ſuch as are taken in arms in the Colonies, are deemed trat. 
tors; and to be kept in cultody, without bail or mainprize, 
until the firſt day of January, 1788, and not to be tried be- 
fore, without orders trom the Privy Council.“ 

The following circumſtance, was the foundation of the 
diſputes, between England and Holland: Sr Zo/eph Yorke, if 
the Britiſh Ambaſſador, in Holand, preſented a memorial to WM 
theStates General, complaining of the conduct of the Steur de 
Graaf, theDutchGovernour of St, Euſtatius, fer Aaring tocon— 
nive at the arming of American vefſels in St. Enſtatius; and for 
permitting the capture of an Engliih veilel, by an American 
Pirate, under the guns of his fort, and that he had, from a prin- 


cipal fort, returned a falutc to the reve! colours, &c. The En- 
gliſh Ambaſſador demanded of the States General, a formal 


diſavowal of the ſalute, and the immediate diſmiſſion of 
Governour de Graaf. This memorial was ill received by 
their High-Mightineſſes. They gave the Ambaſſador a 
laconic anſwer; and reſolved to demand ſatisfaction for the 
affront offered them, and ordered an equipment of a number 
of their ſhips of war. by 


* See Mr. Burke's remarks on this act, {rinid i if 


public papers, | | 
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the American War. 


General Maxwell, in the Jerſies, with about 1400, chiefly 


WS militia, obliged a large foraging party of the royaliſts to re. 
treat, with the Joſs of a conſiderable number, killed and 
= wounded. | 


Governour Livingſton, in a ſpeech to the General Aſſem- 


4 bly of New- Jerſey, repreſents the violenee and rapine of the 
WS royaliſts, in that State: © They have (he ſays) plundered 


* friends and foes ; effects, capable of diviſion, they have di- 
= vided ; ſuch as were not, they have deſtroyed : They have 


W cwarced upon decriped old age, warred upon detenceleſs 


-- youth ; they have committed hoſtilities againſt the profeſ- 


tors of literature, and the miniſters of religion, againſt pub- 
lic records and private monuments, books of improvement, 
and papers of curioſiiy; and againſt the arts and ſciences: 
They have butchered the wounded, aſking for quarter, mang- 


led the dead, weltring in their blood, refuſed to the dead, the 


WW rites ot ſepulchre, ſuffered priſoners to periſh for want of ſuſ- 


tenance; violated the chaſtity of women, disfigured private 
awellings of taſte and elegance; and, in the rage of impiety 
and barbariſm, profaned edifices dedicated two Almighty 
God.” | | 
The following 1s an extract from Mr. Galloways reply, to 
obſervations oi General Howe, publiſhed in England: 
„All and more than J have ſaid, in my letters to a noble- 
man, reſpecting indiſcriminate and exceſſive plunder, is 


53 


1777. 


known to thoutands within the Britiſh lines, and to a num 


ber of gentlemen now in England; and in reſpect to the 
rapes, the tact alledged does not depend on the credit of 
newſpapers; a tolemn enquiry was made, and affidavits tak- 
en, by which it appears that no leſs than twenty-three were 
commited in one neighbourhood, in New- Jerſey ; ſome of 
them on married women, in preſence of their helpleis buſ- 
bands, and others on daughters, while the unhappy parents, 
with unavailing tears and cries, gould only deplore the ſav- 
age brutality, Amer. Herald. 
It muſt be remarked here, that the reporter of the tore- 
going is not an enemy, but a friend to the Britiſh cauſe. 
Mr. Gatloway had been ſpeaker of the Pennſylvania 
Houſe of Ailenbly, and a member ot Congrels for that State; 
but deſerted the American cauſe, and went over to the ene- 


my, at New-York, and at the time of publiſhing the above, 


he was in England. 
In the northern department, a party of Indians in the 


Britiſh interelt, attacked thirty odd unarmed recruits, with | 


two ofticers, in their way from Ticonderoga to Fort-George, 
to join their corps. They were alleep 1ound a fre—the 
ſavages tomahawked foine of them on the ſpot, Not more 


[hz three of this party (it was reported) eſcaped from the 


Feb, 23. 
Feb, 28. 
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ſavages—they puſhed on for Canada, and were purſued by 
Colonel Whitcomb, with ſome Continentals, who overtook, 
and killed and wounded ſeveral of the Indians. 

The royaliſts were prevented from fully executing their 
deſign, in an expedition to Peck's-Kill, by the good con. 
duct of General Mc. Dougal, who commanded there. 

About 500 of the royaliſts were detached from New. 
York, under command of Colonel Bird, with a deſign to 
deſtroy ſome ſtores that were collected there. 

General Mc. Dougal ordered the rum and proviſions to 
be deſtroyed, to prevent its falling into the enemy's hands, 
and the heavy artillery to be ſent off, excepting one iron 
twelve ee by The General and his troops retired to a 
barrack, two miles and an halt from the town ; the enemy 
cannonaded 1t, and wounded one man, General Mc, Dou- 
gal then took poſt to ſecure the paſs of the mountains, and 
ſome mills, which contained a quantity of flour and grain, 
belonging to the Continent, The next day, Lieutenant. 
Colonel Willet, with about ſixty men, of Colonel Ganſe. 


woort's regiment, got, undiſcovered, on the right flank of 


March24. 


April g. 


the enemy's piquet guard, of 100 men, while a ſmall party 
was {ent on their left to draw their attention, it had the de- 
ſired effect, for Colonel Willet got near them, unperceived, 
when a ſhort ſrmiſh enſued. The Colonel ordered his 
men to fix bayonets, and ruſh on them, on hearing which, 
the enemy fled with great precipitation. That night they 
embarked, and the next morning General Mc. Dougal took 
repoſſeſſion of the town, | 

Although the enemy did not accompliſh their whole pur- 


poſe, yet the loſs ſuſtained by the Continent was conſider- 


able, in rum, molaſſes, flour, ſugar, &c. 

In the Jerſies, 60 of the Continentals, from Sampton, &c. 
fell in with a paity of the enemy, near one of their out poſts, 
when a ſmait engagement began; Major Runey's party 
being inferior to the enemy (who were conſtantly reinforc- 
d) were obliged to retreat, which he did in ſuch good order, 
as not to loſe a man; he was reinforced by Ramſay's 
battalion of Maryland militia, and ſome Virginia velun- 


teers, who drove the enemy into their breaſt works, The 


affair ended in favour of the Continentals. 

A party of Continentals, ſurrounded a piquet of the roy- 
aliſts—killed ſeven, one of them ſaid to be a Lieutenant 
Frazier, of the 71ſt Britiſh regiment. 


Major-General Lincoln, who had a command of Conti- 


nentals at Bound-Brook, writes thus: The enemy having 
found means to evade the obſervation of our patroles, at- 
tacked our {mall encampment in different parts; which 


abliged us to retire io the mountains in our rear, We lo# 
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the American Mar. 


three field pieces, and a few men.“ Whilſt the General 


vent to the place firſt attacked, ſome of his papers, and his 


baggage fell into the enemy's hands. We had about 300 
men, who were extended the diſtance of tour or five miles. 


The enemy's force, about 4000, with four or five general 


| officers; they remained about two hours in the little village, 


and after deſtroying a few ſtores, retired to their quarters, 
at Brunſwick, and General Lincoln, with his party to 
theirs. | 
A ſhip from Bourdeau arrived at the United States. She 
was commiſſioned as a letter of marque, and brought with 
her, linen and woollen goods, much wanted for the army. 
General Howe iſſued at New York, a proclamation for 
roclamation 
ſays) an opportunity for his Majeſty's faithful and well diſ- 
oled ſubjeRs, inhabitants of the Colonies to co-operate in 
relieving themſelves from the miſeries attendant on anarchy, 
&c.” As an encouragement to enliſt, they were to receive, 
after being diſbanded, grants of vacant lands in the Colonies, 
agreeably to their reſpective ſtations. | 
Au expedition to Danbury, in Connecticut, was under- 
taken by the royaliſts. General Howe, in a letter of this date, 
informed Lord George Germaine. That about 1800, un- 
der command of Governor Tryon of New-York, (who had 
accepted the rank of Major-General of the Provincaals; 
went with a deſign to deſtroy a large magazine of proviſi- 
ons, and military ſtores, at Danbury. 
Brigadiei-General Agnew, and Sir William Erſkine, are 
upon the ſervice, the Naval part of which is under the con- 
duct of Captain Duncan, commander of his Majeſty's ſhip 
Eagle” — What follows, is from an account publiſhed in 
the Connecticut Journal“ When the troops had landed, 
the handful of Continentals were obliged to evacuate the 
town, having previouſly ſecured a part of the ſtores and 
proviſions, The enemy began their operations, by burning 
and deſtroying houſes, ſtores, &c. which alarmed the coun- 


Y try, Brigadier-General Silliman, muſtered about 500 
Wy militia, and was joined by Major-General Wooſter, and 
W Brigadier-General Arnold. 


Alter the enemy had manceuvred about, they took the 
road leading to Norwalk ; General Wooſter purſued, and 
had a ſmart {kirmiſh with them, he behaved with great in- 
trepidity, but unfortunately received a wound, by a muſket 


April 20. 


April 21. 


April 24. 


April 25˙ 


ball, through his groin.* General Arnold, by a forced 


march, having reached Ridgefield, and poſted his party of 
General Wooſter, of New. Haven, died of his wound 


65 the 2d of May, greatly lamented. 


I 
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| . . A ſpy 
1777. about goo, waited the approach of the enemy. They ſoon been em 
advanced in a column, with three field pieces in front otto carry! 
them, and three in the rear, and large flank guards, of 20g Wat Philad, 
men in each. They began their attack by diſcharging their By ccuted ag 
artillery, and were ſoon within muſket ſhot, when a ſmart i The ic 
action enſued between the whole, which continued about ring. al 
an hour, in which our men behaved with great ſpirit, but 20 The rc 
being overpowered with numbers, were obliged to give way and Sire 
though not till the enemy were raiſing a {mall breaſt work. = <xccuto! 
. thrown acroſs the way, at which General Arnold had taken George ( 
_ poſt, with about 200 men, the reſt of his ſmall body were 1 In his 
poſted on the flank. F 11 King's d 
Arnold had his horſe ſhot under him, when the enemy _ nmnan 
were within ten yards of him, having recovered himſelf, he 19 df] and | 
drew his piſtol, and ſhot a ſoldier who was advancing with 2 expeditic 
tis fixed bayonet, VC | 5 who 28 td 
The General then ordered his men to retreat. enant C 
In this action the enemy ſuffered very confiderably, RB ©7 of 1 
leaving about go dead and wounded on the ground, beſides a „As th 
A | number unknown, buried. Here we had the misfortune = the 
| ok loſing Lieutenant-Colonel Gould, one ſubaltern and ſev. ſtrongly 
| era] privates, killed and wounded. Atter ſeveral fubſequent ons wit 
| diſputes, between the contending parties, the Britiſh having 7 ene 
| | gained the high hill of Compoos, attempts were made to WC man 
| diſlodge them, but without effect, and having landed a num- 1 form a J 
| ber vf freſh troops, to cover their embarkation, they effected it Wl under hi 
—weighed anchor, and ſtood acroſs the Sound for Hunt. eon bete 
ington, on Long-Ifland. Our lols was judged to be about be accompli 
ſixty, killed and wounded, among the former were one Fe ſubdue 
| Lieutenant-Colonel, one Captain, four ſubalterns, and Dr. 2 85 
| David Atwater, whoſe death is greatly regretted ; the ene- il It is re 
my's loſs judged to be more than double of our number, and 5 . for 
| about twenty priſoners taken. General Howe's return, 5 N 
| tranſmitted to England, makes their Joſs to be 26 killed, i 
| 117 wounded, and 29 mifling. Total 172. Among the 5 going wy 
= wounded are three field officers, one of whom is Brigadier- 35 his army 
. | General Agnew.* | 3 return at 
| be return made by the Quarter-Maſter, to General Ar- 3 1 nental! 
| nold, of the ſtores deſtroyed by the enemy, 18 1750 barrels 7 * dow 
| of pork and beef, ſeveral hogſheads of rum, 11 tierces of clar- . f oy ſu 
= -- et, g quarter caſks of Madeira wine, 1200 to 1700 buſhels of 8 =o Eu 
| wheat, rye, and corn, 12 coils of rope, a mall quantity of coals « , 
| | and ſmith's tools, 10 waggons, ſometents, &c. The enemy's Wi 4; Mot 
| return, at New-York, greatly exceeds the above. : 7 22 
| 75 . Pay, 
| | ; 7 yr . =— 0 / 
* An account ofterwards eib ited, has t, 260 filled, 330 5 A 5 
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A py from the enemy's camp, at New-York, who had 1777. 
been employed by them to procure cheveaux de friſe pilot. 
to carry the King's ſhips up Delaware river, was apprehended April go, 
of Bi at Philadelphia, and on his trial, being found guilty, was ex- 
o ccuted agreeably tg his ſentence. = . 
ir WF The ice in Lake Champlain broke up very early this 
i ſpring, and it became paſſable. 3 | 
dr ne royaliſts in that quarter began to muſter their forces, 
but #7 : and Sir Guy Carlton, to make preparations ror putting in 
80 execution, the plan communicated to him by Lord 
George Germaine. 2 
ken E 1 In is letter of inſtructions to Sir Guy, he fays, It is the 
ere King's determination to leave about gooo men under your 
command, for the defence and duties of the province Cana- 
da and to employ the remainder of your forces upon two 
expeditions ; the one under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, 
who 1s to force his way to Albany. The other under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel] St. Ls, who is to make a diverſion by 
way of the Mohawk river.“ 1 5 
„As this plan cannot be ſo advantageouſly executed with- 
out the aſſiſtance of Canadians and Indians, his Majeſty 
ſtrongly recommends to your care to furniſh both expedi- {= 
tions with good and ſufficient bodies of thoſe men.” Bur. : 
goyne and St. Leger with the troops, under their ſeparate 
commands were to uſe their moſt vigorous. exertions to 
form a junction with Sir William Howe at Albany, to act 
under his orders, and endeayour to cut off the communica- 
on between the ſouthern and eaſtern States, which, when 
accompliſhed, they doubted not, but they could, with eaſe, 
ſubdue New England, the object of their greateſt reſent- 
ment. | | . 
It is remarked on this plan, © That the attempt to unite 
their forces by Hudſon's river (the only way by which 
Howe could get to Albany) will be thought at leaſt a pre- 
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e carious undertaking, if what follows be admitted. That by 
illes, going up the North River, Howe may ſecure a retreat for 
the his army through Canada, but the ſhips muſt return, if they 
ale return at all, the ſame way they went, and as our the Con- 
linental] army would be in the rear, the fafety of their paſ- 
Ar- ſage down is a doubtful matter. 1 5 
artels . By ſuch a motion he ſhuts himſelf up from all ſupplies 
Sage Wicom Europe but through Canada, and expctes his army and 
ls = - | - 
coals Wl * Mohawk-river belongs to one of the five nations of In- : 
MY * W-:2ns in alliance with Britain; it 1afes to the north of Fort | 
Vanwix, then runs South to that Fort, then Raſt 110 miles, | 
1 no the Hudſon. This tribe is greatly reduced, ſaid now to 


5 


have only fuxty fighting men. HUuTGHINS, 


A 


. 25 * 2 . 
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| | 
' 
| 
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ers in France, made the following repreſevtation to Lord 
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navy to the danger of periſhing. The idea of cutting of 
the communication between the eaſtern and ſouthern State; 
by means of North River is merely viſionary ; he cannot dy 
it by his ſhipping becauſe no ſhip can lie at anchor in any 
river within reach'of the ſhore,/a ſingle gun would drive 2 
firſt rate from ſuch a ſtation. This was proved laſt winter 
ut Forts Waſhington and Lee, when one gun only on each 
{ide the river obliged two frigates. to be cut and towel off in 
an: hour's Mme, on N 
Neither can he cut it off by his army, becauſe the ſeveral 
poſts would: divide them almoſt to nothing, aad expoſe then 
to be picked up by ours, like pebbles on a river's bank.* 

Meſſrs. Franklin and Deane, the American Commiſſion. Ml 
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Stormont, Ambaffador there, from the Britiſh Court, rel. 


tive to the cafe of American priſoners in England; they e 
tell his Lordſhip, * That compelling men by chains, ſtripe, nd mela 
and famine to fight againſt their friends and relations (allud. WY part of th 


ing to the practice of forcing them to enliſt on board Brit 
ih armed veſſels) is a new mode of barbarity which your 
nation alone has the honour of inventing, and the ſending 
American priſoners of war to Africa and Afia (a plan which 
nad been propoſed) remote from all probability of exchange, 
where they can ſcarce hope to hear from their families; 
£ un if the unwholeſomneſs of the climate does not put a 
{p::8y end to their lives, is a manner of treating captives 
that y08 can juſtify by no other precedent or cuſtom, ex- 
cepe ihat of the black ſavages in Guinea.“ | 
In auſwer to this repreſentation, Lord Stormont. ſent the 
following meffage to the Commiſhoners. =p . 
„The King's Ambaffador recetves no letters from Rebels, 
unleſs when they come to aſk mercy.” 5 0 
We cannot help obſerving here, that the appellation oi 
rebel, comes with an ill grace from the native of a country 
famed for rebellion.y 1 5 
This month Lieutenant- Colonel Wolcott, in behalf of 
General Howe, made a demand in writing on General Waſh- Ml 
ington for performance ot his agreement relative to exchange 
of priſoners, which the Colonel pretends his Excellency 
had not complied with. : 8 
General Waſhington in a letter to Sir William Howe, ſtates 
fairly the caſe of the priſoners, and gives the reaſon of his 


FV 


Fey 
. 


* American Criſis, No. g, by the author of Common Seiſe. 


+ His Lordſhip is a Scotſman of the fame name © Murray” 
es Lord Mansfield and Dunmore, and allied do them in prin 
crple as well as blood, 


the American War. 


off conduct reſpefting them, His Excellency takes notice, 
ate; That the priſoners taken by the Britiſh were treated with 
00 BN great ſeverity and inhumanity, That he did not hold bim- 
* {elf bound either by the ſpirit ofthe agreement, or by the prin- 


ve 2 
ater 
each il 


f inf 


the rigour and ſeverity of their treatment were in ſo emaciated 
and languiſhing a ſtate at the time they came out, as to render 
their death almoſt certain and inevitable, and which in many 
;nſtances happened while they were returning to their homes, 
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| ciples of juſtice, to account for thoſe priſoners, whom, from 


/eral and in many others after their arrival. Painful as it is; I 
hem am compelled (fays his Excellency) to conſider it as a fact 
{Eno to be queſiioned, that the uſage of our priſoners, while 
ſion. in your poſſeſſion, the privates at leaſt, was ſuch as could not 
Lord be joſtified. | 5 | 
rela. = © This was proclaimed by the concurrent teſtimony of all 
they who came out, their appearances ſanctified the aſſertion, 
and melancholy experience in the ſpeedy death of a large 
185 part of them, ſtamped it with infallible certainty.” 

. = | 
your : | 
ding 
hic 
inge, 
pur a 
tives 
ex- n 
; the 


* 

155 

25 

„ * 

7 

E E E, AF 
* 2 4 
* 

F 


Jn ot 
antry 


F of WA 
Vail- 
1ange Bl 
ency 


ſtates 
t his 
Sen ſe. 


rray” 
Din 


30. 


. 
i 


— U— 


8 12 oo 74 1490 


= | Total 
I ; ; 340 77. 1007 975 7947 — 975⁵² Foreign Troops. 
2 by 
1 Re iments or Cor . 8 We: 
J S. 4 | : — 2 D 3 . 
88 I SY 
Bo $3: + 37-4 
5 {Corps of Chaſſeurs = = 85 — 2 167 - | 
V * Linfing's Grenadiers 5 18 363 25 275 Lt, Gen. de Heiſter. 
I'S Mingerode's ditto Docop: 12 2 39 16 361 | 
| 8 Lengereck's ditio 1 2 6 
ö . 5 Kochler's ditto 7 is 2 3 3 18 : 4 
SS SN Du Corps an _*99 
-F + A | Mirbach | „„ 
>, © | Dono T Maj 
D. P ; 18 4 58 19 445 — Maj. Gen, Stirn, 
3 84 Debres of ll s Brigade — d:? 23. 200 
2 Sas 5 3 „With u the Commander 
D | I | | 134 27 403 167 3goo — 
© } LE 3 
| 6 SZ. | 5 8 of Chaſſeurs — 1 © nt 
| : = »4 | De Vo t b 23 7 49 15 458 
8 3 oi ; V 
3 [Corps of Artillery — 1 8 ‚ 
- ; 2 . 2 
D ; „ oe i BY ooo BR 
JE 
9 JS 
© S 
/, / 


Regiments or Corps. 


| 8 3 
| {Prince Charles 
| Trumback | «> 
Stein Bichauſen 15 
Wiſſenbach — 15 


Prince Hereditaire J — 18 
4 g | 


WS „l 90 250 go 778 
| Regiment of Waldeck — 13 5 45 14 330 Staten - IIland. N 


52 18 Hl 


Drum. & Fifers; 
Privates. 


| Brigades, 
On. 
Þ 00> N Staff, 


the American War, 


FOREIGN. 


Landgraff 16 
Dirforth | Loſberg. 

Huyn — 17 
pag 5 — 16 


60 18 440 


47 19 365 Rhode 


1 by 67 12 206 74 yy 


WM ND 
mh 
— 
— 
© 


* tY 


. " . C ws of” * tal OL 
e © % 4 - N 8 Se A n 
— : . tre 28 x 2 . N. Nn n 4 8 > ? * £7 290” 0 +4 36. 2 
* * 9 * Lt R * n CSE bn FY 8 EEE LE 1, pal bo 2 
ö 4 v4 4 N 3 ar Re AN, 2 x ae 5 Y þ R Is 

5 D ao SW „ / Tc ne Ie} SSS EL, Y . . - 
5 - Sm. SIS: W FT Wai 7 = 91 . e 88 RE 5 . 5 
Brad's os 8 FED: 4 2h V n EIS os =D of Fed? 15 FL 5 . D N. 2 


Where ſlationea. 


Total 346 77 1007 375 7947 — 9752 Foreign Troops. 


Maj. Gen, Schmidt. 
Maj. Gen. Murbach. 


N. B. The Artillery 
attached to the Heſſian 
Regiments and Hegi- 
ments of Waldeck are 
ancluded in the numb- 
os of each corps, 


— — A — 


.. A ³˙ wm . 


1 
— 2 * 


, 


62 


1777. 


/ 


mand, and acting under his orders, in addition to 


May 11. 


May 22. 


May 25. 
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An Hiftorical Journal of 


By this agcount it appears that General Howe had at this 
time nearly ten touſand hired foreign troops under his com- 
his army 
of Britiſh regulars, | 

A letter from a poſt near  Bonham-town (in the Jerſies) 
of this date, relates an action between part of General Ste. 
phens's diviſion of Continentals, and the Royal Highlanders, 
and ſix companies of Light-infantry within two miles of 
the town, and about the ſame diſtance from Brunſwick, 
The enemy were twice reinforced, when, from the ſituation 
of the poſts occupied by the Royaliſts, viz. Brunſwick, Rar. 
iton-landing and Bonham, the Continentals thought it ad- 
viſeable to retire, which was effefted in excellent order, and 
their loſs inconſiderable. Another account of this affair, 


| makes the loſs of the Royaliſts 80 killed and wounded. 


General Waſhington's encampment was at this date at 


Bound-brook, and the Royal army at Brunſwick on the | 
eaſt ſide of the Rariton, and upon the communication be- 


tween that place and Amboy. 

Colonel Mergs, from ConneQicut, undertook an expedi- 
tion to Long-1ſland, with a detachment of one banded and 
ſixty men, including officers ; they landed within three 
miles of Sagg-harbour, and having made proper diſpoſitions 
for attacking the enemy, in five different places, proceeded 
with the greateſt order and ſilence till within twenty rods of 
them, when they ruſhed with fixed bayonets upon the differ- 
ent barracks, guards, and quarters of the enemy; whiiſt 
Captain Throop, with a party, took poſſeſſion of the 
wharves and veſſels lying there, the alarm ſoon became gen- 
eral, and an inceſſant fire of round and grape ſhot, was kept 
up from an armed ſchooner of twelve guns, which lay with- 
in one hundred and thirty yards of the wharves, for near an 
hour, notwithſtanding which the party burnt all the vel— 


ſels at the wharves, chiefly ſloops and ſchooners about 


ten in number, and alſo the armed veſſels, and killed 
and captivated all. the men belonging to them, deſtroyed 
about one hundred and ſeventy tons of hay, large quantities 
of grain, ten hogſheads of rum, and other Weſt-India goods, 
and ſecured all the ſoldiers ſtationed there, as priſoners, 
about ninety. Colonel Meigs had not a man killed or 
wounded, according to the account given of this affair by 
General Parſons, 8 | 

Earl Piercy having reſigned his command at Newport 
(R. I.) to General Preſcott, he embarked for England this 
month, in conſequence ot a difference that had taken place 
between him and Sir William Howe, relative to his not 
immediately complying with the requiſition of Sir William, 
for 100 men, His Lordſhip's reaſon was * that the enemy 
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63 
- a were collecting a large force at Providence, and it would 1777. 
. injure his Majeſty's ſervice to ſpare fo large a number from 
„ Newport.“ This diſguſted Sir William, and in his reply, he —Y 
ME threatened his Lordſhip with a trial for diſobedience of or- E | 
0 (ers, &c. Upon which the Earl wrote to his father, the 
- ME Duke of Northumberland, to ſolicit his immediate recal 
m from America. ü 
of ® We ſhould not inſert. the following extract from the ; 
1. American Criſis, No. 5, if we had not found it confirmed by 
on (letter from the Britiſh commander in chiet, being loth to 
ar. IE report any facts, of which we have not evidence ſufficient | 
ad. to gain Our credulity. | 5 | 
nd © It is a meannels (ſays the author of that pamphlet) we 
air, could wiſh was not chargeable on the King's Generals, that 
ey have done all they could to ruin the paper currency o 

at e States, and have not omitted to attempt it even by this 
the method of counterferting the bills, which has been done un- 
BY der their countenance ; it not by their immediate direc- 

uon. | 
I'Y The following paragraph in a confidential letter wrote by 
and Sir H. Clinton, after he had command of che Royaliſts, to 
er Lord George Germaine, will juitify the above aſſertion. 
"HY Sir Henry ſays, The experiments ſuggeſted by your 
Jes Lordihip—no aſſiſtance that could be drawa trom the power 
. of of gold, or the arts ot counterfeiting have been left unat- | 
fer. tempted, but ſtill the currency, like the widow's cruiſe of oil, | 
hilt == has not failed Congreſs.“ 75 Bos | 
the This month the Karl of Chatham, made a motion, in the up- May. | 
gen- per Houle of Parliament, for an accommodation uiii America, 
kept and as he had done before, ſtrongly reprobated the American 
„ich. Var, as unnatural in the mother country, to her alſfectionate 
r an children, on the Continent of America, and as ruinous to 
vel. themſelves, In his ſpeech, on this occaſion, his Lordſhip 
3 be laid, „That as this country | England | was the aggreſſor, 
ned WY" vas from her that the firſt tender of accommodation muſt 
oyed come; that America was not at War with them, but they 
ties with America, that they had invaded America juſt as the 
oods Spanish armada was preparing to invade England. We 


8 have burnt the towns of America, and plundered the people 
or there, and therefore he would change the term, and inſtead 
; <4 ot talking of unconditional ſubmiſſion from the Colonies, it 
1 behoved us to ſhew ourſelves willing to grant them uncon- 
— ditional redreſs, &c. Lord Chatham's motion was ſupport- 
1 is il ed by the Dukes of Gratton and TMancheſter, the Biſhop of 

: Peterborough {Dr. Hinchcliffe) Lords Camden, Shelburne, 
not Abingdon, and ſome others who were for immediate recon- 
112m, ciliation ; but the oppoſition was too ſtrong. Though the 


-nem; Ml motion propoſed only negociation with the Colonies, and 
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removal of grievances, yet the majority were not inclined tc 
grant even theſe, and the motion was Joſt by a majorify of 


lixty-ſix, The Lazds Gower, Weymouth, Lyttleton, Man. 
field, and the good Archbiſhop ot York (Dr. Drummond) 
Kc. &c. were for chaſtiſement. ob 


Summer campaign, did not arrive till the latter end of May, 


maine: The arrival of the camp 


place in Fer/ey, where the enemy's principal ſtrength ſtill 
remains, and ſhall proceed as occurrences may ariſe.” The 


ter the arrival of the camp equipage, is related in a letter, 
dated at the American camp, at Middle-brook. *© General 


Howe began to move from Brunſwick the 10th of June, bh; 
aug, l 


extending his van as far as Somerſet court-houſe, and form- 
ing a line over the whole intermediate ground, where he 


continued, thus poſted; till Monday, the 17th. On Thur 


June 10. 


„ 
2 GNEC 27 * 


day morning, having the rivers Millſtone and Rariton in his 


front and rear (and a chain of redoubts he had thrown up; i Loved b 


he made a ſudden and precipitate change of his ground, and 
returned to Brunſwick, 9 attempting any thing. It 
was not in our power, while he was in that ſituation, only 
to give him ſome annoyance with our light troops, for which 
purpoſe Colonel Morgan, with a choſen band ol riflemen, 
were appointed, he kept almoſt an inceſſant fire, and dud 
them much damage. It is thought General Howe's delign 
was to attempt an impreſſion on our right, or to proceed to 
Philadelphia : If the firſt, he tound the execution would be 
the price of much blood; if the latter, moſt probably his 
deſtruction. The militia of the Jerſies turned out upon 
this occaſion, and occupied the ground leading from his 
camp, to diſpute his paſſage, but Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, the 22d, they evacuated Brunſwick and retired 10 
Amboy, but not without loſs, They got off before out 
troops could get up, not having timely notice of their inten- 
ion. Maj. Gen. Greene had command of the troops detach: 
ed, but only Wayne's brigade were well up before the enemy 
zetued, they advanced, and formed very near to the enen, 
who were far ſuperiour in number, but they declined a batt!c 
and kept moving off; General Maxwell, who was detached 
to flank the line of communication between Brunſwick and 
Amboy, could not get up in time.” Es 
General Burgoyne being appointed to a command in the 


northern department (agreeably io the plan of Lord George 
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Sir William Howe writes of this date to Lord George Ger. 1 / Light 
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| equi page, the 24th of wy Britain, 
May laſt, both for the army and Provincials, hath relieved and com 
me from much anxiety, being articles greatly wanted for 


opening the campaign, which will now immediately take 
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d % ME Germaine in a letter to Sir Guy Carlton, already mentioned) 1777. 


een Champlain and Lake George) iſſued an extraordinary 


began his operations, and having got to the river Boguet (be- 


5nd) WE proclamation of this date, introduced in the following very 
| bompous enumeration of his titles, viz. | | 
the © «By John Burgoyne, Eſquire, Lieutenant-General of his 
May. W Majeſty's forces tn America, Colonel of the Queen's reginient 
Ger. % Light Dragoons, Governour of Fort William, in North. 
h of Britain, one FA the Commons of Great-Britain, in Parliament 
vel and commanding an army and fleet employed on an expedition 
| for Von Canada, Sc. * 
take The ſtyle of chis extraordinary performance held up to 
fill view the confidence General Burgoyne placed in his troops : 
The He conſidered them as invincible, and that at the head ot ſuch 
„ a. an a my, he could march where-ever and accompliſh whatever 
er, he pleaſed, He ſeems to be abſorbed in the contemplation 
eral ofhis own greatneſs, and almoſt to have forgotten that there 
rune, as any power exiſting ſuperior to him; but, a little ime 
orm. aught him more modeſty, and convinced him that the - 
e he RY [2nd troops of America, when fighting in the cauſe of 
hurl. treedom, were more than a match for the regular dije 
his clined troops of Britain, when fighting againſt it. 
WA | Congreſs reſolved to form a corps of znvaitds to be em- 
| and ployed for garriſons and guards, in cities, and other places 
chere magazines and arſenals were placed. Alle to ſerve as 
only i military ſchool to young gentlemen, previous to their be. 
hich ing employed in marching regiments. 
men, General Waſhington, in a letter dated this day, at Middle- June 28. 
d brook, informed Congreſs, © that om Thurſday morning, Gener- 
efign 3 al Howe advanced with his whole army, in ſeveral columns, 
£4 io from Amboy, as tar as Weſtfield. We are certainly inform 
14 be ed that the troops ſent to Staten-[{l.nd returned the preced- 
y bis *% evening, and it is ſaid with an augmentation of marines, 
upon o that carrying them there, was a feint with intention to de- 
\ his eeive us. His deſign in this ludden movement was either to 
inday ring on a general engagement upon diladvantageous terms, 
ed 10 4 onſidering matters in any point of view, or to cut off our 
« our light parties, and Lord Stirling's diviſion, which was ſent 
ten. down to lupp ort them, or to poſſe ſs himſelt ok the neights 
tach. and paſſes, in he mountain on our left. The two laſt ſeem- 
_ ed to be the fi ſt object of his attention, as His march was rap- 
e Ws againſt theſe parties, and indicated a ſtrong diſpoſition to 
ba pan thoſe paſſes. In this ſituation of affairs, it was thought 
achel i blolutely neceſſary that we ſhould move our force from the 
K 1nd ground to occupy the heights before them, which was 
I tetted, As they advanced, they fell in with ſome of our 
* . 33 and part of Lord Surling's diviſion, with 
eorge nich they had ſome pretty {mart {kirmifhing, with but very 
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burnt ſome houſes. The affair of Lord Stirling, is Þ 


Faly 6, 


July. 
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little loſs, I believe on our ſide, except in three field pieces, 
which unfortunately fell into the enemy's hands; but not hav. 


ing obtained returns yet, I cannot determine with certainty, Þ 


nor can We afcertain what the enemy's loſs was. As ſoon 
as we had gained the paſſes, I detached a body of light troop; 


under Brigadier-General Scott, to hang on their flank, to | 


watch their motions, and ordered Morgan's corps of riflemen 
to join him ſince, The enemy remained at Weſtfield vl! 
yeſterday afternoon, when, about three o'clock they i' 
towards Spank-town, with our light troops in; e . 
purſuing.” 8 8 

The enemy have plundered all before th, ind 
related by General Waſhington : ** He commanoev a | 
1 12 or 1300 men at Weſtfield, a fer 

rth-Amboy, and was attacked, and almoſt furrgu:: - 
by the main body of the enemy, but fought their way thro... 
with great bravery, being overpowered by number 
were under a neceſſity to retreat to the centre of h 
with the loſs of three field pieces, 20 killed and abo 
wounded. 


The important poſt of Ticonderoga, on the ſouth pa: 
lake Champlain, on the frontiers of Canada, was evacuatec Þ 
this day by the Continental troops, when that fortrefs with all, 


its dependencies, fell into the hands of Burgoyne's army, 


The 14th of the month General St. Clair, who command. 
ed at Ticonderoga, wrote to Congreſs from Fort- Edward, 
the ſlate of the garriſon and his reaſons for evacuating it, by 
which it appears that the batteries of the enemy were read) 


to open, that the effective men in the garrifon were not ſut- 


| ficient to man one half the works, and that conſequently | 
the whole muſt be upon conſtant duty, which they could 
not poſſibly long ſuſtain—that he conlulted the general ofi- 


cers, who were of opinion the place ought to be evacuated 
without Toſs of time that he was too ſhort of proviſions to 


call the militia to his aſſiſtance ſooner then he did—that goo 
came the day before the evacuation, but fo ill provided that 


they could not, nor did they propoſe to ſtay but a few days 
E that the militia from Maſſachuſetts, which compoſed part 
of the garriſon, gave him notice that their time expfred in 
two days, and they intended then to go home—that his 
whole force conſiſted of 2089 effective men, beſides the 
corps of artillery and the yoo militia above mentioned—tha! 
it was 1m 
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It was the deſign of General St. 

Clair to have marched his garriſon to Skenſborough, but = 
the enemy got there before him, and Captain Lutwidge de- 99 
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oyed all the Continental boats there. General St. Clair 


C3, was therefore obliged to change his route, and make the beſt 
av. Jof his way to Fort-Edward; but as his retreat was haſty and 
y, Frregular, he loſt a conſiderable number of men. 

Don FER When as the news of this event reached Congreſs, they 
0p: FitFeſolved to make inquiry into the affair, and directed Gen- 
, to Fﬀ&rals Schuyler and St. Clair, forthwith to repair to head 
nen] Iguarters; they alſo appointed Mr. Lawrens, Mr. R. H. Lee, 


nd Mr. J. Adams, as a Committee to collect evidence of 
Ihe facts, and tranſmit them to General Waſhington, who 
as directed to appoint a Court-Martial for the purpoſe 
Above mentioned.“ 

General Burgoyne croſſed Lake George, t and formed his 


ſencampment on the banks of the Hudſon river Saratoga. 


Major-General Preſcot, commander of the Royaliſts at New- 
Port, with one of his ads, were to lodge about four miles 
put of the town. Lieutenant-Colonel Barton with a party 
pf thirty-eight men belonging to the State, went in boats 
FF From Warwick neck, and paſſing the enemy's ſhips and guard- 
I Poats, landed on the iſland about twelve at night; they got to 
Ihe General's lodgings undiſcovered, and having ſecured the 
ail entinels, broke into the houſe, and took the General in bed, 
uateu Pis ard leaped from a window in his ſhirt, and attempted to 
th all! escape, but was taken. The party then returned to their 
ay. poats with their priſoners, Soon atter they had put off, the 
nand - nemy fired rockets from their ſeveral poſts, as ſignals for an 
ward, Flarm, but it was too late, General Preſcot was eſcorted in 
it, by ; polite manner, in a chariot from Warwick neck to Provi- 
ready ence. The manner in which this affair was condufted does 
ot ſut- {Much honour to the enterprizing Colonel Barton. 
zently RF General Waſhington at the camp at Middle-brook, pub- 
could ſhed a manfefto, in anſwer to General Burgoyne's procla- 
1] ofi- ation, which may be conſidered as an excellent comment 
cuated pn it. It begins in this manner: The aſſociated armies 
ons to In America act from the nobleſt motives, and for the pureſt 
at g00 purpoſes; their common object is liberty. The ſame princi- 
2d that les actuated the arms of Rome in the days ot her glory, 
v days zd the ſame object was the reward of Roman valour. 
:d part hen theſe ſacred ideas are profaned, when the abominable 
lred in fuxture of mercenary, foreign and ſavage forces dares to men- 
hat his fon /e love of country, and the general priviledges of maniind 
es the which Burgoyne's proclamation mentions as motives for the 
|—that WP ritiſh conduct, ) the ftreemen of America proteſt againſt 
ga and YT | 
eral St. * General Schuyler was tried for not being at Ticonderoga 
zh, bu: Bt O © 


en 11 was evacuated; and General St. Clair was tried 


ge de- 


eme months deter, and both acquitted, 
i Over Lake George to 7 xconderoga ts about 40 miles, 


This day intelligence was received at Providence, that Fuly 18. 
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ſuch abuſe of language and proſtitution of ſentiment.” In 2 


another paragraph of the maniteſto : ** We beg leave to oh. 


. 


Au ouſt, 


ſerve, if the power of his Britannic Majeſty's fleets and ar. 
mies have been driven from Boſton, repulſed from Charleſ. 
town, cut off at Trenton, expelled the Jerſies, and be now, at. 
teralmoſt three campaigns, commencing its operation, that 
this is a power we do not dread.” In the cloſe of the mani. 
feſto are theſe expreſſions: * Harraſſed as we are by unre. 


lenting perſecution, obliged by every tie to repel violence | 1 
by force, urged by ſelf. preſervation to exert the ſtrength |: 


which Providence has given us to defend our natural rights 
againſt the aggreſſor; 
Find for the juſtice ot our cauſe, its event we lubmit to him 


banner, in defence of the nobleſt principles, with which he 


July 22. hath 0 humanity.” I 
General Howe being prevented by the vigilance of the 


American General, from paſſing his troops through the Jer. 
ſies to make an attempt on Philadelphia by way of the Dela. 


ware; and having this object in contemplation (though div ere 5 1 | 


from the plan propoſed and communicated by Lord George 
Germaibe to General Carlton already noted.) 


He made preparation to embark them for Cheſapeak- bai 1 


which being accompliſhed, Admiral Lord Howe, with {ix 
line ol battle ſhips, four krigates, tour floops of war, and 
another armed veſſel, took under his convoy two bundrei if 


and ſeventy fail of tranſports, having on board ſeventeen thoul. , | | 


and troops, with whom he proceeded to the place of deſtina-W 
tion. 


county, State of New- York. marched to relieve Fort Stan-| 


wix, which was ſurrounded by Sir John Johnſon and his par N a 
He had a ſucceſsful action will BR 


ty Tories and Indians. 
them, within ſix miles ot the fort, near Oneida.- Creek. 


After ſome hours they were routed and made off, leavin! . 
moſt of their dead on the ground. Notwichſtanding General 1 


Harkermer was wounded in both his legs, he maintained the 
ground; he fat on a ſtump 
men. At the end of the action he had but fifty men, the rel 


having left him, he brought off his own wounded men, auf : 
Colonel Ganſevoort the 8 75 
of the fort, hearing the enemy had engaged the militia, b 
ſent Colonel Willet with 250 men. They lallied out of ce 5 
fort and put to flight a large party of them. took one regale 7 


{ome of the enemy's. 


Captain and four privates, Kc. 
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we appeal to the hearts of all man- 


* 
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General Harkermer, at the head of the militia from Tryon } 


and heroically encouraged hu ; 
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who [peaks the fate of nations in humble confidence, that as | 
his omniſcient eye taketh note even of the ſparrow that fal. 4 4 
leth to the ground: So he will not withdraw his counte. 
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The enemy was reinforced, but being hard preſſed they 
fled as the others had done, and the party returned again to 


EZ the fort without the loſs of a man. General Harkermer 


did great execution with his militia, 160 of his men were 
killed, wounded, and miſſing. He himſelt ſoon alter 


. F died of the wounds he ſo magnanimoully bore in the 
© field of action. The loſs of the enemy about 330, the greater 


part of them Indians, among them many chiets. 
The Continentals in the northern department having evac- 


MW nated ſeveral poſts after the loſs of Ticonderoga and retreated 


from place to place, General Burgoyne preſumed no more 


I $ oppoſition would be made by the country, and that he might 


puſh on without much annoyance. Theſe flattering expetta- 
tions ſo far prevailed as led him to adopt and purſue meaſ- 
ures, that iſſued in his defeat and capture, 
He diſpatched Colonel Baum (a German officer) with a 
party of 1500 men, upon a moſt roman!tc expedition. His 
inſtructions, which fell into the hands of General Stark, and 
he communicated, diſcovered the object of the expedition, and 
the route the Colonel was to take, he was inſtructed “ To 
proceed through the Neu- Hampſhire Grants, croſs the moun- 
tains, ſcour the country with Peter's corps of tories and the In- 
ans, from Rockingham to Otter-creek, to get horſes, carri- 
ages, and cattle, and mount Reideſel's regiment of dragoons, 
to godown Connecticut ver as far as Brattleborough, and re- 
turn by the great road to Albany, there to meet General Bur- 
goyne, to endeavour to make the country believe it was the 
advanced body of the General's army, who was to croſs Con- 
necticut river and proceed to Boſton ; and that at Spring field 
they were to be joined by the troops from Rhode-Jfland. All 
officers, civil and military, acting under the Congreſs, were to 
be made priſoners, To tax the towns where they halted, and 
with juch articles as they wan ted, and take hoſtages for the 
performance, Gc.“ | | 


By the tenor of this commiſſion it appears that the Britiſh Aug. 6. 


Genera] thought his proclamation at Boquet had produced 
wonderful effects; that it had ſtruck a general panic through 
the States, and quelled all oppoſition ; and that it was now on- 
ly for his troops to move at his command, and the conqueſt 
was obtained, 5 

With his commiſſion in his pocket, Colonel Baum ſet 
out to execute it, and proceeded about 12 or 13 miles, haulted 
and entrenched, and could get no further; here he was ſtop— 
ped: And on the 16th of Auguſt, General] Stark obtained a 
complete victory over his party, by which memorable event 
the vain expectations of General Burgoyne were brought to 


naught, and the foundation laid for the ſignal conqueſt, which 
iollowed ſoon after, 
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Brigadier-General, Stark, with ſome of the militia from 
Maſſachuſetts, New- Hampſhire, and the Grants, attacked the 
enemy in their entrenchments about five miles weſt of Ben. 
nington, and after an obſtinate engagement diſlodged them, 
making priſoners of upwards of goo, and taking two field 


pieces. The Continental General was reinforced by 150 


men under Colonel Warner. They purſued two miles, when = bich þ 
— 5 W 10 * 
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the enemy had a reinforcement of a 1000 men and two field | 


The militia ruſhed on with a general ſhout which put the 


enemy into ſuch contuſion, that they left their wounded be. 1 
In the 7 
ſecond onſet two field pieces more, and goo of the enemy ⁵⁶ engage 

ther v 
The parties ſent out by General Stark, brought in 10 ee 


hind them, and General Stark, maſter of the field. 


were taken; they left 200 dead on the ſpot. 


uf A ſecond and very ſmart action enſued, and after Rent 
Burgoy 


eing continued about two hours, the enemy beat a retreat. 


the wor 
ly to th 


priſoners, he took alſo 1000 ſtand of arms, eight loads of 


baggage and 20 horſes. - 
and priſoners, is as follows: 
1 Lieut. Colonel, 157 Tories, 
1 Major, 4 Enſigns, 3 Surgeons, 
5 Captains, 2 Cornets, 37 Britiſh ſoldiers, 
12 Lieutenants, 1 Judge adv. 398 Heſſians, 
36 Canadians, — 


2 Canadian officers, 


654 Priſoners, 
200 killed, 80 wounded, Total 9g34—about 400 of them 
were eſcorted to Boſton, and put on board priſon ſhips, &c. 
8 for them, being Germans, Canadians, and ſome 
ritiſh ſoldiers. Colonel Baum died of the wounds he re- 
ceived in battle. ; 

It appears by the Engliſh papers that General Burgoyne 
was cenſured for this undertaking, and for employing a Ger- 
man Colonel to command in ſuch an enterprize, who, though 
brave, could not be expected to have an idea of the nature 
of American warfare, and did not underſtand a ſyllable of 
the language of the people whoſe affections he was to try. 


The following anecdote is worthy of record. The vener- | 


able old man who is the ſubject of it, diſcovers more than 
Roman greatneſs of foul, We wiſh we could give his name. 

A good old gentleman, that had five ſons in the field, 
whoſe furrowed cheeks and filver locks added venerableneſs 
to his hoary brows, being told that he was unfortunate 1n 
one of his ſons—replied, what, has he miſbehaved, did he 
deſert his poſt ! Or ſhrink from the charge !—No Sir, ſays 
the informant, worſe than that, —He 1s among the lain, he 
tel] contending mightily in the cauſe; then I am ſatisfied, 
1eplicd the venerable fire ; bring him in and lay him betort 


The number of killed, wounded, . 
5 W quietly 


The mi 


bx chill 


Jed by b 


met her 
dred me 
3 = of the F 


ol blood 


on the c 
off for t 
bon, dif] 
age paſ] 
LY vahapp) 
Heo 
er into 
"2 :gnomy 
don on 
ion, to 
denies, 

2 priſone: 
The 
G 2 armies, 
das the 

Secretai 
. Lord D 
out to u 
de able 
er perſo 
leaſt to 
3 [Geo rge 
ey ſtro 


4 5 77 


them 
. 


ſome 


le Te- F age paſſion, in one from whoſe hands ſhe was ſnatched, the 
unhappy woman became the victim. 

0)" BR Heobliged (he ſays) the Indians to deliver up the murder- 
Ger. er into his hands, and he certainly ſhould have ſuffered an 
ough ignominious death, had he not been convinced that a par- 
ature BY don on his terms, would be more efficacious than an execu- 
le of uon, to prevent further miſchiet—that he paid for ſcalps he 
ry. 9 denies, but the Indians were to receive compenſation tor 
ener! priſoners,” 7 | 

than The mode of employing ſavages and ſaves in the Britiſh 
__ 2 armies, was recommended by a Miniſter of State as earl 
hel „das the beginning of the war. Lord Dartmouth, then 
lene!s BY Secretary ot State for the American department, wrote to 
ate Lord Dunmore of Auguſt 5th, 1775. * The hopes you hold 
lid he out to us in your letter in the firſt of May, that you ſhould 
r, Jays de able to collect from among the Indians, negroes and oth- 
un, beer perſons a force ſufficient, if not to quell the rebellion, at 
3 leaſt to defend government was very encouraging,” Lord 


"> Some inſtances of ſavage barbarity b 
BZurgoyne's army alter they had got poſſeſſion of Ticonder- 
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. 1 me, that at leilure I may behold and ſurvey the darling ot 
my ſoul—upon which the corps was brought in and laid be- 


ore him, all beſmeared with dirt and gore — He then calls 


for a bowl of water and a napkin, and with his own hands 
"7 waſhes the gore 
wounds, with a complacency, as he himſelf expreſſed it, 


re from his ſon's corps, and wiped his gaping 


= which-before he had never felt or experienced. ; 
| y the Indians in 


Moga, he was informed of by a letter from General Gates, in 
"XX the words following, © A young lady, Miſs M'Crea, love- 
hy to the fight of virtuous charatter, and amiable diſpoſition, 
engaged to be married to an officer in your army, was, with 
other women and children taken out of a houſe near Foit- 
Edward, carried into the woods, and there ſcalped and mang- 

led in a moſt ſhocking manner. Two parents with their 
fx children were all treated with the ſame inhumanity while 


EB quietly reſiding in their own happy and peaceful dwellings. 


The miſerable fate of Miſs M'Crea was peculiarly aggravat- 
ed by being dreſſed to receive her promiſed huſband—but 
met her murderer, employed by you, Upwards of one hun- 
red men, women, and children, have periſhed by the hands 
ot the Ruffians, to whom it is aſſerted you have paid the price 
ol blood.” The ſubſtance of General Burgoyne's reply fol- 


5 3 | lows. * The fact (he ſays) was no premeditated barbarity ; 


2 on the contrary, two Chiefs who had brought Miſs M'Crea 
off for the purpoſe of ſecurity (not of violence) to her per- 
bon, diſputed which ſhould be her guard, and in a fit of ſav- 


- EE v2 : . . . 9 . . 
George Germaine informed Sir Guy Carlton © That his Maj. 
ety ſirongly recommends this meaſure,” General Burgoyne, 


l 
Ke XD g 


Ti 


1777. 
— 


Me ms —-— * 


— — 


—ͤ — 


—— — — gs —e— 
" — — 2 * # 4 


tion, leaving his tents with conſiderable baggage, proviſions, 


"7 40> oo ET I oe 
* — - 
— * ann. > — — 
— > — 
v * * — Ss 2 _ 
— — = _ - _— — 
— * 1 ws 
. — OC uy — 
— 223 * W * _ — — b — 
- — 2 r= un. ta — 5 — — — —— —— 
- — = — . — . — . ra — * * 
„ *— - _ —_— — 2 — — — poo 2 — LD _— — 
——— ͤ —— 2: — — « — = * — 
wa = * — oh Nh 4 © 
* — — — 
” * . — — — — ———— » - — 3 
f — — — > — 8 — 
* — 7 — 4" Se 
— = — — * — er, 
— * — 


_ 


© 38 2 r —— 


An Hiſtorical Journal of 


EE withou 


1777. in a letter to Lord George, of June 22d, 1777, ſays Tha he was 
he allowed the Indians to take the ſcalps of the dead.“ 4 


Fort-Stanwix was attacked by Colonel St. Leger, with a ous 
body of regulars, and (according to a letter from Canada, 
publiſhed in England) about 2000 Ind:ans—the attack did 
not continue long; he ſoon marched off with great precipita. 


military ſtores, &c. the probable cauſe of his going off ſud. 
denly, was his hearing General Arnold was on his way to 4 
relieve the fort. The real intention of St. Leger not being i 
known, whether he was returning back with his force, o: 
retired from the fort with a deſign to engage Arnold's party 
on the road. General Arnold ſuppofing the former, ſent a 
body efgoo men to make a forced march to the fort, in {Wrederi, 
hopes of coming up with their rear, and ſecuring their can. Ftants o 
non and heavy baggage; but before they arrived at the fort, ers, we 
Colonel Ganſenvoort, the commander, ſent out a ſmall party Mreated 
who brought in four Royals, and a quantity of baggage, with Vas con 
ſome priſoners and deſerters. „ora tir 
The real cauſe of St. Leger's retreat was afterwards known he leaſt 
to be from the advance of thoſe (he called) rebels; and ac. Gene 
cording to the account he gave, the ferocity and ungovyern. MHucceede 


ableneſs of the Indians who obliged him to retreat. x Cap 

Major-General Sullivan, in the Jerſies, planned an expedi. America, 
tion to Staten-Iſland, and undertook it the 22d Auguſt. nd carr; 
He forwarded to Congreſs an account of his proceedings, rom thi 
and his reaſons for undertaking it, viz. That the troops on WWned for 
that Iſland were frequently making excurſions into the Jer. is comp 
ſies, carrying off inhabitants, cattle, &c. theſe reaſons induc BY eed on ; 
ed him to embark in the affair, in which he was aſſiſted by oith Fra 
Generals Smallwood and De Bouers, with about 2000 troops, Pho told 
chiefly of the Jerſey militia ; he croſſed the Kills at the bla. EF rance as 
ing ſtar, and was joined by the reſt of the Elizabeth-town mil. her noti, 
tia. After landing they proceeded to the houſe of the tory, Lord | 
Colonel Lawrence, who commanded ſome new raiſed provin-· MHouth of 
cial levies; they made him priſoner with ſeveral other officer a corp 
and 80 privates, which was the firſt notice the enemy had of Wy) the we 


their being upon the illand ; they alſo made priſoners of Co hiladelp 
Barton, another tory Colonel, and about 40 privates. H Gener: 
repulſed the enemy in ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, and took beſides Rarched 


the above mentioned 9 other officers, 130 privates, and 20 1 and ; and 
Ihirty mile 


tories, alſo a conſiderable number of arms, hats, blankes, 

cloths, and ſome hard money, &c. deſtroyed their ſtores and les fron 
veſſels. and brought off their baggage with a number of ca {he ret 
tle. They reported about 400 of the enemy killed a' me 
wounded ; his loſs in killed, wounded and priſoners was 104 Genera 
The remainder retreated with their plunder to Elizabet ilmingt 
town,” General Sullivan having engaged in this expedition 


the American War, 


oithout conſulting Congreſs, or the Commander in chief; 
he was examined before a Court of Enquiry, of which Lord 
Stirling was Preſident. In their opinion General Sulli— 
th a van's conduct in planning and executing the expedition, 
ada, vas ſuch as deſerved the approbation of his country. Gen- 
did Meral Howe, with his troops, being on their way to Philadel- 
pita» bia, the Council of Pennſylvania were of opinion that the 
ions, Hflafety of that State was in peculiar danger from divers per- 
ſud. ons who were in office under the late hereditary govern. 
y to nent, or Otherwiſe 1n the ſervice of the King of Great-Brit- 
Ying in, which cauſed thoſe perſons to be apprehended : They 
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ty. John Penn, E/q. the late Governour, and the late 
ent a Chief Juſtice Chew, refuſing to ſign paroles, were ſent to 
rt, in &rederick{burg, in Virginia. Twenty other perſons, inhab- 
- can. tants of Philadelphia, chiefly of the denomination of Qua— 
fort, BY | 
party reated according to their characters and ſtations, as far as 
„ with as conſiſtent with ſecurity of their perſons : They were 
or a time deprived of the liberty they wiſhed for, but not 
-nown he leaſt injury offered to them. 
nd ac. General Carlton embarks at Quebec for England, and is 
overn-.ucceeded by Gen. Haldiman as Governour of Canada, &c. 
Captain Guſtavus Cunningham, in an armed veſſel under 
xpedi. 3 American colours, having taken the Harwich packet-boat, 
ugul, nd carried her into Dunkirk, Cunningham (by application 
-dings, rom the Britiſh Ambaſſador, Lord Stormont) was con- 
ops 01 ” ned tor a breach of treaty reſpecting that port; but he and 
ne Jer. is company, were ſoon after releaſed, and at liberty to pro- 
induc- Feed on another cruize. This diſguſted the Britiſh Court 
Red by eich France, and diſappointed the hopes of Lord North, 
troops, ho told Parliament * Cunningham would be treated in 
e blaz France as a pirate.” The Court of Verſailles took no fur. 
vn mi- her notice of the matter. 
he to Lord Howe arrived with his fleet from New. Vork, at the 
provin-Wl outh of El, river, and on the landing the army at Elk fer- 
a corps of them then advanced to the head of the Elk, 
had of RY the welt fide of the river, within fifty or ſixty miles of 


Ayo? 


of Col. Philadelphia. 

- Hef General Waſhington, with the main body of his army, 
beſide barched through Philadelphia in his way down to Mary- 
and 28 nd; and the laſt of the month encamped at Wilmington, 


ores and iles from the enemy on Elk river, 

r of ca. The returns of the Royal army make them to conſiſt of 
lled and. oo men at this date, in all their diviſions. 

vas 104. Seneral Waſhington, in a letter to Congreſs, dated at 
Hzabetb' Wilmington, informed them that © the enemy, with a con- 
wn K 
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were indulged on parole, with a convenient degree of liber- 


ers, were removed to Stampton, in Virginia, there to be 
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1777. in a letter to Lord George, of June 22d, 1777, ſays * Tha he was 
= He allowed the Indians to take the ſcalps of the dead.“ tdirlin, 

| | Fort-Stanwix was attacked by Colonel St. Leger, with a van's 
body of regulars, and (according to a letter from Canada, was ſui 
publiſhed in England) about 2000 Indians the attack did Meral H. 
not continue long; he ſoon marched off with great precipita. 
tion, leaving his tents with conſiderable baggage, proviſions, i 
military ſtores, &c. the probable cauſe of his going off ſud. 
denly, was his hearing General Arnold was on his way to 
relieve the fort. The real intention of St. Leger not being in, wh 
known, whether he was returning back with his force, o: 
retired from the fort with a deſign to engage Arnold's party 
on the road. General Arnold ſuppofing the former, ſent a 
body efgoo men to make a forced march to the fort, in MWrederi, 
hopes of coming up with their rear, and ſecuring their can. Mtants of 
non and heavy baggage; but before they arrived at the fort, ers, we 
Colonel Ganſenvoort, the commander, ſent out a ſmall party Mreated 
whobrought in four Royals, and a quantity of baggage, wih Vas con 
ſome priſoners and deſerters, ora tir 
The real cauſe of St. Leger's retreat was afterwards known he leaſt 
to be from the advance of thoſe (he called) rebels; and ac. ⁶ Gene 
_ cording to the account he gave, the ferocity and ungovern. MRucceede 
ableneſs of the Indians who obliged him to retreat. Capta 
Major-General Sullivan, in the Jerſies, planned an expedi. {America 
tion to Staten-Iſland, and undertook it the 22d Avuguſt. nd carr; 
He forwarded to Congreſs an account of his proceedings, rom the 
and his reaſons for undertaking it, viz. © That the troops on Mined for 
that Ifland were frequently making excurſions into the ger. is comp 
ſies, carrying off inhabitants, cattle, &c. theſe reaſons induc Feed on 
ed him to embark in the affair, in which he was aſſiſted by oith Fra: 
Generals Smallwood and De Bouers, with about 2000 troops, ho told 
chiefly of the Jerſey militia ; he croſſed the Kills at the blaz. rance as 
ing ſtar, and was joined by the reſt of the Elizabeth-town mil. her notic 
tia. After landing they proceeded to the houſe of the to Lord E 
Colonel Lawrence, who commanded ſome new raiſed provin {Mouth of 
cial levies; they made him priſoner with ſeveral other officer a corp 
and 80 privates, which was the firſt notice the enemy had d the we 
their being upon the iſland ; they allo made priſoners of Col. hiladelpl 
Barton, another tory Colonel, and about 40 privates. He Genera 
repulſed the enemy in ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, and took beſidsParched t 
the above mentioned 9 other officers, 130 privates, and 28nd; and 
tories, alſo a conſiderable number of arms, hats, blanket, ty mile 

cloths, and ſome hard money, &c. deſtroyed their ſtores and les tro 
veſſels. and brought off their baggage with a number of ca The ret 
tle. They reported about 400 ot the enemy killed an 7,000 me 
wounded ; his loſs in killed, wounded and priſoners was 106449 Genera] 
The remainder retreated with their plunder to El:zabet!- ilmingt 
town.“ General Sullivan having engaged in this expedition 


> OO 
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oithout conſulting Congreſs, or the Commander in chief; 

ha Ihe was examined before a Court of Enquiry, of which Lord 
Curling was Preſident. In their opinion General Sulli— 

th a van's conduct in planning and executing the expedition, 

ada, was ſuch as deſerved the approbation ot his country. Gen- 

did i | 

ita. phia, the Council of Pennſylvania were of opinion that the 


ons, "7 afety of that State was 1n peculiar danger from divers per- 


ſud. ons who were in office under the late hereditary govern. 


y to nent, or otherwiſe in the ſervice of the King of Great-Brit- 
eing in, which cauſed thoſe perſons to be apprehended : They 
e, of ere indulged on parole, with a convenient degree of liber- 
party v. 7ohn Penn, E/q. the late Governour, and the late 
ent a WC hief Juſtice Chew, refuſing to ſign paroles, were ſent to 


rt, in Mrrederickſburg, in Virginia. Twenty other perſons, inhab- 
can-dants of Philadelphia, chiefly of the denomination of Qua- 


fort, ers, were removed to Stampton, in Virginia, there to be 
party reated according to their characters and ſtations, as far as 
with vas conſiſtent with ſecurity of their perſons : They were 
ora time deprived of the liberty they wiſhed for, but not 
now he leaſt injury offered to them. | 
1d ac. General Carlton embarks at Quebec for England, and is 
Dyern- Wucceeded by Gen. Haldiman as Governour of Canada, &c, 
Captain Guſtavus Cunningham, in an armed veſſel under 
xpedi. 4 Imerican colours, having taken the Harwich packet-boat, 
voult, ib ind carried her into Dunkirk, Cunningham (by application 
edings rom the Britiſh Ambaſſador, Lord Stormont) was con— 
ops 0 ned for a breach of treaty reſpecting that port; but he and 
ne [er is company, were ſoon after releaſed, and at liberty to pro- 
induc. Feed on another cruize. This diſguſted the Britiſh Court 
ted b 
troops, 
e blaz- Wl 
vn mi- 
he tory, ſo. 


ho told Parliament Cunningham would be treated in 

rance as a pirate.” The Court of Verſailles took no fur. 

her notice of the matter. 

Lord Howe arrived with his fleet from New-York, at the 
provin- I outh of Eli river, and on the landing the army at Elk fer- 
ofhcer a corps of them then advanced to the head of the Elk, 

„had of RY the weſt fide of the river, within fifty or ſixty miles of 

F hiladelphia. | 1 

- Hie General Waſhington, with the main body of his army, 
beſides YG arched through Philadelphia in his way down to Mary- 
and 28 nd; and the ſaſt of the month encamped at Wilmington, 

lankes, M@brty miles from the city of Philadelphia, and about twenty 

ores and les trom the enemy on Elk river. | 

c of ca {he returns of the Royal army make them to conſilt of 

lied 207-200 men at this date, in all their diviſions. | 

was 1649 General Waſhington, in a letter to Congreſs, dated at 

lizabeil-I ilmington, informed them that“ the enemy, with a con- 

pedition A K | 
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FIR 


leral Howe, with his troops, being on their way to Philadel- 


ith France, and diſappointed the hopes of Lord North, 
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ſiderable force, had a ſkirmiſh with ſome ot his light advanc. 
ed corps, who, though they were obliged to retreat, yet he 
believed the enemy had ſuffered the greateſt loſs,* as ſome 
of the Continental party were expert markſmen, and had 


opportunities of giving them ſeveral cloſe and well directed 
fires, particularly in one inſtance, where a body of riflemen 


formed a kind of ambuſcade. The deſign of their (the ene- 

my's) movement, General Waſhington ſays, ſeemed to have 

been to diſperſe our light troops, who had been troubleſome 

to them; and t9 gain poſſeſſion ot Iron-hill, to eſtabliſh a 

8 moſt probably for covering their retreat in caſe of acci- 
ents.” 


Congreſs ordered General Smallwood and Colonel Gift 


General Cadwallader, of Philadelphia, were to take command 
of the militia there, and to act on the rear, and the left flank 
if the enemy advanced, to be joined with militia from the 
Jerſies under General Dickinſon. General Sullivan with 
his diviſion, were directed to join the Continental army. 
General Waſhington moved with his troops to Newport, 
three miles below Wilmington. The Royaliſts marched in 


one ſolid column to Mill-town, within about 14 mile of BY 


General Waſhington's main body, but ſoon after filed off to 
the right of them in order to poſſeſs themſelves of a tort on 
the heights of Brandywine; but General Waſhington per- 
ceiving their deſign, diſpatched Lord Stirling with his diviſ- 
ion to get poſſeſſion before them. ED 

An action took place at Brandywine, the particulars of 
which were publiſhed in a letter written at Schuylkill, two 
days after the action. | 

The action began in the morning, when a large body of 
the enemy appeared oppoſite to them, and a heavy cannon- 
ade laſted, more or leſs the whole day. Gen. Maxwell's ad- 


vanced light corps, engaged the advanced parties of the en- 


emy on the other ſide of the Brandywine creekt with ſuc- 


ceſs. Another body advanced oppoſite to to our army, and 


took a circuitous route of ſix miles to our right, and crolled 
the creek, at the forks of Brandywine. General Waſhing- 
ton had very contradiftory accounts of the number, and de- 
termination of this column, until they had croſſed the creek, 
ſix miles in our right; he immediately ordered General Sul- 


livan's, Lord Stirling's, and Stephen's diviſions, to advance 


and attack them; this was about three o'clock in the alter- 


An acount publiſhed fince, makes 39 killed, 80 wounded 
20 priſoners of the Noyaliſis. 


„ , © . . 
+ This creek empties itſelf into the Delaware, near 1 
mington, | | 
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ncon, theſe diviſions having marched about three miles fell 
1 Fin with the enemy, who were alſo advancing. Each fide 
© puſhed for a hill ſituated in the middle ; the conteſt became 
nen gaccordingly ſevere, and laſted without intermiſſion for an 
nen. hour and an half, when our troops began to give way, many 
ave having expended all their cartridges. General Waſhington, 
mee ho, in the beginning of the action, galloped to the right, 
R 2 ordered Major-General Greene's diviſion and Naſh's bri— 
cc gade from the left, but the diſtance being fo great, the other 
| FEiiviſion had retreated before this arrived ; however, they 
51 Wormed, and were of the utmoſt ſervice in covering the re- 
vith Mreat of the other diviſions, particularly, Wendon's brigade 
anl of General Greene's diviſion, who behaved to admiration, 
ank n an exceſſive hot fire, they attacked the Britiſh grena- 

iers, and finally after dark came off in great order. While 


the 


uh his ſcene was acting on the right, the enemy opened a bat- 
: ery on the left, of eleven pieces of cannon, oppolite to one of 
dort, hours, of the ſame number. General Wayne, with a diviſion 
d in 1 pf Pennſylvania troops, having General Maxwell's light 
e of orps on the left, and General Naſh's brigade (which was 
ff to lierwards drawn off to ſupport the right wing) on his right, 
on ormed the left wing. Theenemy's batteries, and ours kept 
Per- p an inceſſant cannonade and formed ſuch a column of 
vi moke, that the Britiſh troops palled the creek unperceived 
n the right of the battery, in the ground which was left un- 
rs of ccupied by the withdraw of General Naſh's brigade. 
WO BY © A very ſevere action immediately commenced between 
PVeneral Wayne and the enemy, who had now got poſſeſſion 
dy ot fa height oppoſite to him; they made ſeveral efforts to 
non- als the low grounds between them, aud were as e 
s ad- epulled. Night coming on, bis Excellency the eneral 
e en! g we orders for a retreat, which was regularly effected, with- 
[uc- WD ut the leaſt attempt of the enemy to purſue. 
„and Our troops that night retired to Cheſter.“ 
rolled WE The latter writer remarks, This is the moſt capital and 
hing- eneral action cf the preſent war, and when we confider the 
d de- Precarious circumſtances of the enemy, and the views they 
reek, ad, to take Philadelphia by a ſingle action, the lols they 
| Sul- Stained without attaining their end; it may be fairly con- 
vanc” I uded, from a compariſon of circumſtances, that if the ad- 
after- antage is not on our ſide, yet they will have but little to 
ED oaſt of,” | 
unde WR Monſieur de Condry* of the Continental army was untore 
WB natcly drowned in croſling the Schuylkill, 
Fi- Notwithſtanding the ſituation in which the engagement 


* This gentleman was a Brigadier-General and Engineer 
e Fre ich ſervice, and a Major General in the American 
BY i) ; kc arrived at Bojton in tae month of May, 
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happened, prevented little more than one half of General whole 
Waſhington's force, to be oppoſed to nearly the whole their g1 
ſtrength of the enemy ; it was reported with confidence, that The 
the loſs on the ſide of the Continentals, did not exceed one amount 
thouſand, killed and wounded ; among the latter, 1s the young pieces 
Marquis de la Fayette, lately from France, and General retaker 
Woodford ; the enemy loit double the number. An ac— the loſe 
count publiſhed, has it 800 killed, 1178 wounded, in the Soma 
whole 1978. It is certain that many were killed and wound. A deta' 
ed on both ſides, and the lols greateſt on the fide of the Roy. BF coln's 
aliſts. | 8 | at the | 
Burgoyne paſſed the Hudſon, and encamped on the ga, wit 
heights, and in the plains of Saratoga. | my's ſt 
The northern army advanced in three columns, under Ano 
Generals Livcola and Arnold, General Gates in the centre, day for 
The deſign was to endeavour to force Burgoyne and his WF from C 
troops back to Canada, which (in the words of the gene- found i 
ral orders iſſued by General Gates, previous to their march) wy Colc 
had been ſucceſsfully begun by Gen. Stark and Col. Warn- >kenel 
er at the eaſtward ; and by Gen. Harkerman and Col. Gan- the Ro 
{evoort at the weltward; and could not, with the bleſſing of at their 
heaven, fail to be equally proſperous in the hands of the ge- above. 
nerals and ſoldiers, appointed to face the enemy's main ar- Indians 
my at the northward. If the murder of aged parents, with format 
their innocent children; if mangling the blooming virgin, poſts; 
and inoffenſive youth are inducement to revenge—it the having 
righteous caule of freedom, and the happineſs of poſterity MF Georg: 
are the motives to ſtimulate to conquer their mercenary and bis lett, 
mercileſs toes, the time is now come, when they are called iter ta 
upon by their' country, by their General, and by every Oga, an 
thing divine and human to vanquiſh the toe.” Theſe or- Deffan. 
ders inſpired them with ardor to revenge their coun beaux 
wrongs, and their operations heaven crowned with ſuc Sun bo 
The main body of Gates's army took poſt near Stillua-. Mi <gual t 
between Saratoga and the mouth of Mohawk river. allo rel, 
The firſt general action beween Burgoyne's and the Atte 
Continental army happened on this day. The latter being the ma 
encamped on Behmus's heights on the Hudſon, ſome miles . Atte. 
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above Stillwater, and the latter at Van Veighten's mill, ſeven 
miles north, The advanced guards of the Continentals, 
conſiſting of Morgan's rifles, and detachments from the oti- 
er corps, poſted at about one mile and an half front of the en- 
enemy, were attacked by three regiments of Britiſh troops, 
and after an obſtinate diſpute the enemy gave way with con- 
ſiderable loſs, but being reinforced they renewed the attack. 
The Continentals being at the ſame time ſupported by the 
left wing, conſiſting of the whole of Arnold's divifionrece1v* 
ed them warmly ; and though the enemy brought on thei! 


® Ch 
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whole force, not more than half the Continentals maintained 
their ground till night, when both parties retired, 

The loſs of the enemy 1n killed, wounded, and pritoners, 
amounted (as was reported) to near 1000, They had two 
pieces ol artillery in this action, one of which was taken and 
retaken four different times, the enemy finally keeping it ; 
the loſs on the fide of the Continentals, variouſly reported: 
Somgaccounts make them 260, and the higeſt number g18.* 
A detachment of 500 men were ſent from General Lin- 
coln's diviſion, under Colonel Brown, to attack the enemy 
at the landing at Lake George, three miles from Ticondero— 
ga, with a view to retake the priſoners and deſtroy the ene- 
my's ſtores, | | 

Another detachment of equal number, marched the ſame 
day for Mount-Independence to divert the enemy's attention 
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d his from Colonel Brown. Theſe parties had orders, if they 
gene- found it practicable, to attack Ticonderoga and the Mount. 
arch) 1 Colone! Woodbridge, with a like number, marched for 
Farn-Skeneſborough, Fort Ann and Fort Edward, all which places 
Gan- the Royaliſts had evacuated, and collected their whole force 


ug of at their grand army. Six days after the action, mentioned 
e ge- 


2 ar- Indians, who, with the riflemen, were detached to gain in— 


with formation of the enemy's ſituation, and to attack their out- 
irgin, poeſts; the army following the next day. Colonel Brown 
it the baving ſucceeded in the buſineſs he went upon, to lake 


George, informed General Lincoln what he had done, from 
his letter, and an officer in his detatchment, we learn, That 
alter taking poſſeſſion of the old French lines at Ticonder— 
Joga, and keeping them four days with goo men, Mount 
Defiance fell into his hands with 100men. He took 200 bat- 


terity 
'Y and 
called 
every 
ſe or- 


"7. . 
» 8 IG 


n teaux on lake Champlain and Mount Hope, ſeveral large 


ice. gun boats and an armed ſloop, ſome cannon and ſmall arms, 
I wa. 


allo releaſed a number of Continental priſoners.” 


id the Alter performing theſe ſervices, Colonel Brown joined 
being the main army. | 
miles Alfter the action at Brandywine, the outpoſt of the Con- 
\ (even Unental and Royal armies had a ſkirmiſh near the Warren 
entals, ( f2vern twenty-three miles from Philadelphia, and on Lan- 
he oth- Caſter road. The Royaliſts had now got pofleſſion of Wil- 
the en- mington, and Congreſs thought it prudent to remove to York- 


bean, in the northern part of Pennſylvania, The city of 


troops, pe | 
ch con- Philadelphia, then ſell into the hands of the Royaliits, and 
attack. the Britiſh and Heſſian grenadiers with a detachment of 


by the 
| recelvs 
on theil 


Royal artillery, took poſſeſſion of the city (and as a public 


£ enemy, 


* Theſe numbers a ffer greatly from that given by the 


above. General Gates was joined by two hundred Onerda + 


By <qual to the number of priſoners who were about goo—he 
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1777. paper reports) headed by Colonel Harcourt with a party of 777. 
light dragoons under command of Earl Cornwallis, who was Jletters, 
attended at the head of the grenadiers by Sir William Erf. for the | 
kine, commiſſary-general, and a number of other officers of MDelawa 
1 diſtinction with a band of muſic playing God ſave the King,” officers, 
1 Od. 4. That part of the Royal army that were left in poſſeſſion of Nopportu 
41 New-York, in the abſence of General Howe, having receiv. were at, 
a recruit of freſh troop from England, General Vaughan un. it [houlc 
dertook an expedition up Hudſon's river, probably to make Miſpoſiti 
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following, thoſe at Peck's-Hill croſſed over. About 4000 Might wi 
marched towards the Continental forts, Montgomery and Genera 
Clinton; they were oppoſed in their march by an inferior Old Yo 
number who were obliged to retire, The forts were garri- Sterling 
ſoned with 5, or 600 men, and between the hours of one corps de 
and two the attack began, but the fire from the fort put Wer 
them into confulion ſeveral times. About four o'clock, a General 
flag was ſent, demanding a ſurrender in a few minutes, or drigade ; 
they ſhould all be put to the {word ; Colonel Livingſton Pouſe ab 
returned for anſwer, © They were determined to defend the [WAY an 
fort to the laſt extremity.” The combat was then renewed eng {oor 
with vigour, til! duſk of the evening, when the Royaliits jt amped 
flormed the upper redoubts, which commanded the ior: eaving 
Montgomery, and after a ſevere ſtruggle, by ſuperiority of Pabing! 
numbers, they got poſſeſſion. At the lame time, they iturm- ho we 
ed and took Fort Clinton, where were only militia, wo their 
made a noble defence. - BP OYance 
The greateſt part of the garriſon, with almoſt all the of- he atta 
cers, taking advantage of the darkneis of the night mace Wan egan a 
thei eſcape, alter the enemy had been ſome time maſter of WR ight, ar 
the Forts. ot ente 
It was reported that the conquerors refuſed to give ter, 
quarters, and continued firing on the garriſon after they bad preciſion 
{caled the ramparts. The Continental Frigates, Con- Pented 
greſs and Montgomeiy being in the river, and the wind and ell as 
tide unfavourable to remove them higher up, they were Wa” <vnce 
burnt, to prevent falling into the enemy's hands; their los d us to 
| in this adventure in killed and wounded was very conſideia- War 
| ble, Notwithſtanding their fucceſs, it proved of no advan- em th 
| tage to the army from Canada, under Burgoyne. 
An action took place this day, between the Continental 
army and General Howe's, at Germantown, eight miles from 


a a diverſion in favour of General Burgoyae, whoſe ſituation [RR The 
vil | became now very hazardous. A number of troops were |Wway's bi 
cw e mbarked in about thirty ſail of veſſels, and a number of Hill, w 
Ut flat-bottom boats, under Sir James Wallace; they proceed. MWtia, ſhe 
110 ed up the river, as far as Tarry-town, and landed ſome pills, a 

iti men; the next morning reſhipped them, and proceeded to Pons ol 
|; King's- ferry, and landed a few troops, but their main body, brigade, 
" i landed on the oppoſite ſhore, the weſt fide ; on the Monday Lime-K 
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BS Philadelphia. The following is Gen. Waſhington's account 
ol it in a letter to Congreſs, dated Penbuckers-Mill, OA. 5, 
ty of 1777. © Having received intelligence by two intercepted 
8 lctters, that General Howe had detached a part of his force 
or the purpoſe of reducing Billings-Fort, and the forts on 
rs of Delaware, I communicated the accounts to my general 
EZ officers, who were unanimouſly of opinion that a favourable 


ing.“ 4 25 


= opportunity offered to make an attack upon the troops, which 


wu <L 2 by 
O = hot 
„ 
IF £54: 
iy * 


were : / , 
Hill, while General Armſtrong with the Pennſylvania mi- 


ceiv. were at, and near Germantown. It was accordingly agreed 


2 un. Fit ſhould take palace yeſterday morning, and the following 
make aiſpoſitions were made. | 


ation 5 1 


The diviſions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Con- 
way's brigade, were to enter the towa by way of Cbeſnut-— 


er ot 


ina, ſhould fall down the Menatawney road by Vander Inge- 


ceed. BY 


ſome 
ed to 


Mills, and get upon the enemy's left and rear. The diviſ- 
ons of Green and Stephens, flanked by M'Dougal's 
body, er ; 
»nday KEELime-Kiln road, at the market-houſe, and to attack their 
Might wing; and the militia of Maryland and Jerſey under 


rigade, were to enter by taking a circuit by way of the 


4000 
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; and Generals Smallwood and Freeman, were to march b 
old York road, and fall upon the rear of their right. 
Sterling with Naſh and Maxwell's brigades, were to form a 


Egcorps de reſerve. _ 


Lord 


We marched about 7 o'cock the preceding morning, and 


General Sullivan's advanced party, drawn from Conway's 
Ebrigade attacked their piquet, at Mount-Ring, at Mr. Allen's 
houſe about ſunriſe the next, morning, which preſently gave 
Pray, and his main body, conſiſting of the right wing, follow- 
ing ſoon, engaged the light infantry, and other troops en- 

Egcamped near the piquet, which were forced from the ground, 
Fi eaving their baggage, they retreated a conſiderable diſtance, 


having previouſly thrown a party into Mr, Chew's houſe, 


lo were in a ſituation, not to be eaſily forced; and had it 
In their power, from the windows, to give us no ſmall an- 


noyance, and in a great meaſure to obſtruct our advance. 
he attack from our left column, under General Greene 


egan about three quarters of an hour after that from the 
Night, and was the ſame time equally ſucceſsful ; but I can- 
ot enter upon the particulars of what happened in that 
Abuarter, as Iam not yet informed of them with certainty and 


preciſion, The morning was extremely loggy, which pre- 


ented our improving the advantages we had gained, ſo 
Vell as we otherwiſe ſhould have done. 


2 This circumſtance, 
y concealing from us the true ſituation of the enemy, oblig- 
ed us to act with more caution, and leſs expedition, than we 
Exould have wiſhed, and gave the enemy time to recover 
rom the effects of our firit impreſſion ; and what was (ll 


2 


the 
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1777. more unfortunate, it ſerved to keep our different parties in 
Lage ignoranceot each other's movements, and hindered their ad. Sy It app 
ing in concert; italſo occaſioned them to miſtake one another ¶ Nie Con 
for the enemy, which I believe more than any thing elſe very hc 
contributed to the misfortunes which enſued. In the mid} Miheir lig 
of the moſt promiſing appearances, when every thing gave Voith ito! 


the moſt flattering hopes of victory, the troops began ſu. F hick fo, 
denly to retreat, and entirely left the field, in ſpite of every ay, anc 
effort that could be made to rally them. ich the 
Upon the whole it may be ſaid, this day was rather unfor. {What gre: 
tunate than injurious, We ſuſtained no material loſs of men, Prom toc 
and broughtoffall our artillery except one piece which was dil. Mut the f 
mounted. The enemy are nothing the better by the event Me Con 
and our troops, who are not the leaſt diſpirited by it, have or 2 lar 
gained what all young troops gain by being in action. We nto cot 
have had however ſeveral valuable officers killed and woun. {&&$-20wving 
ed, particularly the latter. General Naſh is among the als were 
wounded, and his life is deſpaired of.“ The letter conclude; entme 
with encomiums on the gallantry of General Sullivan and ee. 
the whole right wing of the army who atted immediately Wi oyaliſt 
under his Excellency's eye. In a poſtſcript he takes no. el; and 
tice—* I have juſt heard from General Greene, I fear the HPeneral 
loſs is more conſiderable than I at firſt apprehended, The oldiers. 
cannon mentioned above 1s ſaid to be brought off in a wag. ** 
=: fr 
met fan at 
* General Nas died ſoon aſter —The following lines wer: | on 
written in Carolina on occaſion of has death. 
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« On Bunker's hill great Warren 7s no more, 
The brave Montgomery's fali we next deplore ; 
Princetown's fair fields to trembling Britain tell, 
How ſcar'd with wounds the conqueror Mercer fell; 
New- England's boaſt the generous Wooſter lain, 
Demana's our tears, while Britons fly the plain. 
And Harkerman who fought the ſavage race 
Among the Heroes well deſerves a place. 
Laſt flow our ſorrows for a fau'rite ſon, 

Whom weeping Carolina claims her own ; 

The gallant Naſh, who with the fatal wound, 

T tortur'd—welt'ring on the hoſtile ground. 

* Fight on my troops with ſmiling ardor ſaid, 
* Tis but the fate of war,” be not diſmay'd. 
High heaven deſigns for great events this woe, 
Which till the deſtin'd period no»e muſt know ; 
Heroes of old, they for their country flood 

Rars'd mighty Empires founded with ther blood; 


In this new world like great events muſl come, 
Thus Athens roje, and thus imperial Nome. 


the American War. 
es in : | g 
r ad. 1: appears by other accounts publiſhed at the time, © That 
other ine Continental troops having eagerly eritered the town, 

elſe very houſe in it became a garriſon for the enemy, who got 
midi MWcheir light field-pieces into the chambers, (The houſes built 
gave ich {tone were proof againſt [mall arms.) Beſides the very 
1 ſud. nick fog, the Royaliſts ſet fire to ſeveral fields of ſtubble, 
every ay, and other combuſtibles, the ſmoke of which, together 
ich the fog, combined to make fuch a midnight darknels, 
unfor. hat great part of the time there was no diſtinguiſhing friend 
men, rom foe, but by direction of the ſhot, and no other object 
as dil. ot the flach of the gun. In this ſituation, one diviſion of 
event he Continentals coming towards their rear, they miſtook it 
have or a large body of the enemy, and were thereby thrown 
woun. 3 . 
g wel als were total ſtrangers. By untortunate occurrences, the 
clude; Continental troops were broke, the event of which was a 
n and Fay 
diately -*Þ 
s no- 
ear the 

The 


a was. 
O 3 


Royalifts loſt General Agnew, killed, General de Heiſter's 
on, and ſeveral other officers ; the privates not aſcertained. 


Joldiers. 
A letter from a general officer at the northern camp, three 
iles from Still water, relates the following circumſtances 
fan action with Burgoyne's army, which happened on 
ueſday, the 7th of October, viz. 
ene enemy's army advanced from their right, with a 
hey continued advancing. Three regiments were ordered 
ot, who met them a mile from our lines, a ſmall! eminence 
1 ing between them; each puſhed hard for it, and our troops 
fell; Mained it. 
. WS © lhe attack began, in the afternoon, and continued till 
erk without intermiſſion; during whicli we drove them 
vo miles, and at length entered their works {word in hand. 
Lieutenant Colonel Breyman, who defended one of the in- 
1 frenchments was killed in the action; and in the works were 
len two braſs twelve pounders, and {ix ix pounders, three 
5 mmunition waggons, about goo tents, a quantity ot baggage, 
pwards of 30 horſes, waggons, &c. &c. 
Our troops could not prudently proceed any further, it 
Peing dark, and the woods very thick: they balted at half a 
ie in the rear of the enemy. The next morning, about 
our o'clock, General Lincoln moved by the right. On his 
01 pproach, the enemy retired to their ſtrong holds on the riv- 
road, leaving their lines in our poſſeilion.” Skirmiſhing 
artes were ſent out the whole day, Some priſoners were 


. 


nto confuſion. The Royaliſts had great advantage, by 
:nowing perfectly well the ground, to which the Continen- 


etreat. General Sullivan's two aids were killed, The 


encral Kmphauſen was wounded, and a great number of 


eſiga to poſt on our left; our ſcouts were driven in, and 
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taken, and ſome killed and wounded, On our ſide amon 
the wounded, is General Lincoln, ſhot through the leg, Gen, 
Arnold was wounded in the action. The day before, about 
o of ours were killed, and 100 wounded. The enemy's loſs 
was conſiderable, Gen. Fraſer wounded mortally. Priſoners, 
ſix Captains, 10 Subalterns, one Quarter-Maſter-General, 
and 190 privates. We took three field-pieces. From their 
hoſpitals were taken goo ſick and wounded, with ſome 
medicines, 100 barrels of flour, and other articles ; upwards 
of 100 left dead on the ground. About 12 at night the en. 
emy began their retreat, breaking up bridges, and otherwiſe 


ſpoiling the roads in their rear. Three thouſand of our men 


were diſpatched to Jay on their left flank, the river being 

en their right, and two brigades on the river road in their 
ear.“ N | 

Another account mentions, 3oo to have been taken, of 

which number, ſeven are field officers, among whom 1s Ma- 

jor Williams, commander of the Britiſh artillery. 

Major General Gates in his letter to Congreſs, mentions 


commanded the corps ok grenadiers, and Captain Money, 


Quarter- Maſter-General ; he applauds the bravery of the + 


hole body that engaged, particularly the riflemen under 
Colonel Morgan, and the light-1nfantry under Major Dear 
born. [Captain Money, when examined before a Commit- 
tee of the Houſe of Commons, cenſures the conduct of a 


battalion of Brunſwickers who were diſperſed in contuſion, BR 


and could not be rallied afterwards. | 

General Vaughan's diviſion of Royaliſts in their return 
from the capture of forts Montgomery and Clinton, com— 
mitted great outrage. The town of Kingſton (/Elopus) the 
third, for elegance in the State of New-York, was burnt; 
the church did not eſcape, nor any other houſe, excepting one, 

The operations of General Burgoyne were now drawing 
towards a period. A variety of circumſtances combined to 
accelerate the fate of his army. After the combat above 
related, they had frequent ſkirmiſhes to their loſs, Into the 
hands of the Continentals, fell large quantities of proviſions, 
priſoners, and baggage. A conſiderable number of deſerters 
came over to Gen, Gates; numbers of their boats were taken, 
The Continental army was daily recruiting, and in a condi— 
tion to ſurround Burgoyne's, which rendered it impracticable 
for them to retreat, the Continentals having command ot all the 
paſſes by which it muſt have been made, or he could receive 
any ſupplies. In this ſituation, General Burgovne requell- 
ed a correſpondence with General Gates, which being grant- 
ed, Major Kingſton was diſpatched with a meffage, in which 
the Britiſh General holds up the idea, that his attempting 
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a retreat would produce a ſcene of carnage on both ſides; 1777. 
and therefore he was impelled by humanity to propoſe a ceſ- 
ſation of arms, to communicate his preliminary terms ot ſur- 
render.” | 

General Gates in his reply repreſented that 'the ſtate of 
the Royal army was ſuch, that they could only be allowed 
toſurrender priſoners of war. Sundry propoſals were made, 


and replied to, and the preliminary articles being ſtated by 


General Burgoyne, officers from each camp were appoint— 
ed to diſcuſs and ſeitle them, which being done, and the ar- 


= ticles of capitulation agreed on, General Gates, out of com- 


plaiſance to a Britih commander, condeſcended that ther 
agreement of ſurrender ſhould bear the name of Convention. 
It was ſigned by the reſpective parties, and Lieut. General 
Burgoyne with his whole army became the priſoners of the 


WY United States, this 17th day of Oftober.* 


The return made by General Burgoyne to Sir William 
Howe, makes the number of troops which ſurrendered at Sa- Od. 17. 


7: | toga 5750, 8 | 


Britiſh by capitulation 2442 
Foreigners by do. 2198 
Gen. Burgoyne's ſtaff, among which! 


are ſix members of Parliament 85 
: 4650 
Sent to Canada | 1100 
5750 


At the ſame time were taken alſo 39 braſs cannon com- 
plete, royals and mortars included; go ſtand of arms; 400 
lets of harneſs, a number of ammuniton waggons, &c. &c. 
They were allowed to take their military cheſt with them 


o Albany. 


In another liſt exhibited by the captive General, to the 


commander in chief of the Britiſh army, it appears he 
brought out of Canada upwards of 10,000, beſides Indians, 


VIZ, 


* A writer obſerves, that ſeven is a myſtical number re. 
markable in the [criptures prophecies, In the American con. 


5 elt it hath been noted, that the ſurrender 0 Burgoyne and 


Ins whole army happened on the the 17th day of the month, 
inthe 17th year of the reign of George 3d, the 7th Monarch of 


England from Charles firft, In ſeven years and ſeven months, 


rom the firſt bloodſhed un the conteſt the maſſacre at Boſton, 


4 [which was ſeven years, from the aſſumed right of Britain to 
e America, and go j:ars from the union of England, 


k 
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1777. Sick and wounded, 1126 Brought up, 3646 Wo... 
Lay Priſoners before ſurrender, 400 Taken at Ticond, 400 E th al 
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| - Earl of 
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1 5 toga Convention, 5750 enten 
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Sept. and 18th Ott, p on SY who 
P > | 10096 0 Clarke, 
3646 Ac the 
The loſs of Ticonderoga, which at firſt gave great pain and Huus fo 
anxiety, particularly to the New, England States, paved the as ope 
way to the important conqueſt above, and eventually proved, . ing rece 
N of Providence, the ruin of Burgoyne's ar. North | 
my. It blaſted the hopes of Britain in this expedition, under a RF altarr, 
commander from whom they expected much. And it was b 2d from 
followed with happy conſequences to the United States. ace. 
[Beſides what is related in the foregoing pages, relative From 
to the operations of General Burgoyne's army in their route 5 and fro 
from Canada to Saratoga, we collect the following part:- ate 1d 
culars, viz, | | „ on of 
Previous to the arrival of General Burgoyne from Eng. __ 
land, the 6th of May at Quebec, Sir Guy Carlton had 5 ruly an 
in the winter of 1776, forwarded proviſions and ſtores to ents h 
Chamblee and St. John's, for the intended expedition from r 
Canada, That after he, Burgoyne, had croſſed Champlain, nous, 
he made an addreſs to the Indians in his army, 1 8 In their 
anſwered by an Iroquois chiet. Theſe ſavages were prin. The 
cipally under the direction ot Mr. St. Luc, a Canadian gen. Neſtimor 
tleman, and a Mr. Langdale. It appears that if the Indians %, il 
were ſerviceable :o the Britiſh in the expedition, they were mploye 
alſo very troubleſome and difficult to reſtrain within rule and + pf real1 
order. That in an action wich a party of Con:tnentals, Ther 
150 of Burgoyne's troops under General Fraſer were killed i 3,2165 
and wounded July the 7th, at Hubbards town. That on len, F 
the gth and 10:1 of the ſame month, the Britiſh army aſlem- all, V 
bled at Skeneſborough, The 12th, the Earl of Harrington. Whet 
a : oton, 
was appointed aid de camp to General Burgoyne. __ 
That the action of the 19th of September continued from ranſpor 
one to ſeven o'clock, P. M. Three Britiſh regiments, viz. > the: te 
the 20th, 21ſt, and Gad regiments were in cloſe and continua ard his 
fre for four hours. The latter were not left with more than eneral 
100 rank and file; the others allo ſuffered greatly. Ny . A lett 
In the action of the 7th October, Colonel Bloomfield of 5 adeiphi; 
the artillery was wonnded at the beginning of it. During wi ot Hi 
the action Sir Francis Clarke, ſecretary to General Bur 
goyne, was mortally wounded, On the Sch, the day after Big As 1 
the action, General Fraſer expired of the wound he had „ Gene 
received in it, and was, as he deſired, interred in a redoudt. pre, 
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3646 | N His loſt waß greatly regretted by General Burgoyne, who, 


vith all the Generals and their aids, and thoſe who were 


arb of Balcarras of the Britiſh light infantry, ſucceeded to 
WG cneral Fraſer's command on his being wounded, and 


ot attached to any particular poſt attended his funeral. The 


5750 + zeutenant Colonel Kingſton, Adjutant-General, was appoint- 
—— 6d Secretary to the General, on the deceaſe of Sir Francis 
0096 Clarke. = 

At the firſt council of war, the Britiſh officers were unani- 
—_— TR for treating with General. Gates. A treaty accordingly 
1 the es opened, but before it was ſigned, General Burgoyne hav- 
oves, ng received advice that Sir Henry Clinton was comin Sup 
8 WE 1 orth river, he, together with ſome other officers, Philips, 
der: alcarras, Hamilton, &c. were of opinion it might be reced- 
+ was BY d from; but they were over-ruled, and the Convention took 
ative From General Burgoyne s narrative of his expedition, 
toute nd from the. event of it, it appears that he had a very inades 
parti- utc idea of the ſituation ot the country, and of the diſpo- 

ion ot the people he was to ſubjugate, and was greatly de- 
Eng- eived in his expectations at his firſt ſetting out. It was 
n ha; ruly an arduous undertaking, and replete with embarraſſ- 


ents he could not overcome. It 1s not wiſe to entertain 


res to Fa . „„ 

om oo mean an opinion ot our enemy; this hath often proved 
„olan, oinous, and ſeems to have been the error of Great Britain, 
1 n their conteſt with America. 

d was | g : a | 
—_— The unfortunate commander in this expedition, by the 
P eſtimony of the officers under him, executed as well as he 
n gen- N i/ . . 
—_—_ d, the orders he had received, though not as he, and his 


mployers not only wiſhed for, but were almoſt confident 


were 4 
4 =! 1al.zing. 


Ile and 


entals, 5 | * . 

Killed 3.26, fit for duty, under command of Brigadier-Generals 
hat on len, Poor, Learned, Glover, Paterſon, Warner, Stark, 
allem. Bally, Whipple, Bricket, Fellowes, Wolcot, Ten Broek.“ 


When General Gates had accompliſhed the neceſſary bu- 
nels that attended his late capture, he gave directions for 
anſporting the priſoners to Maſſachuſetts Bay, agreeable 


ngton, 


d from | ; 18 K Jreeddie. 
ts. viz, the terms of the Convention, and ſoon after puſhed for- 
nus ad his troops to join the main Continental army under 


5 eneral Washington.“ 2 | | 
| A letter from the Continental camp, 13 miles from Phi- 


| eld of 


During A 01 Heſſians at-Rea-Bank, 


x] Bur 55 | 
iy after Wi * As a memorial of this event, and as a tolen of reſet for 
he had the General, Congreſs ordered a medal of gold to be ftruck, 


doubt. d Preſented to General Gates in the name of the United 


. i Wales, 


WW :dciphia, gives the following account of the repulſe of a bo- 


Ihe return of Gen. Gates's army, the 16th of Oct. was 


Oct. 2 


9 


Oct. 26. 


Delaware at Cooper's ferry, oppoſite Philadelphia, and march. 
ed to attack the redoubts at Red Bank, in which were two 
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This happened the day after the Royaliſts had quitted 


the ſtrong village of Germantown, and had retired towards 
Philadelphia, to be in a more compact fituation, &c. 
„About 1200 or 1500 Heſſians, with cannon, croſſed the 
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regiments from Rhode-Ifland, and ſome arullery under 
command of Colonel Greene of that State, A number of bridg. 
es were taken down, which obliged the enemy to take a 
circuitous route, ſo that the garriſon had, ſufficient intelli- 
gence of their deſign, and were prepared accordingly, 
Count Donop, and his troops, chiefly Heſſian grenadiers, ar. 
rived near the redoubts about four o'clock, and immediate. 
ly ſummoned the commander to ſurrender, who anſwered 
he would defend the place to the laſt extremity.” The attack 
commenced by a ſteady cannonade from 10.or 12 field pie- 


opinion 
ces, and one howitzer : under cover of the ſmoke, the ene- bh of 
my advanced to ftorm the redoubt. This place was at 


g = icious 
firſt intended for a larger garriſon, therefore it became nec- 


MK dees It ap 

eſſary to run a line acroſs the middle, and divide it in two; MPunctual 
. . | 9 5 | 

and accordingly, one part was evacuated, tho' not deſtroyed, Wi preparat 

The enemy without difficulty gained the evacuated part with Mecient n 


loud huzzas on their ſuppoſed victory, and approached the 
new lines which divided the place. The brave garriſon then 
began a ſevere and well directed fire, which laſted about for- 
ty minutes, when the enemy gave way in all parts, having 
above 10% killed on the ſpot, and upwards of that number 
badly wounded, and priſoners. Count Donop their com- 
mander (a perſon of great conſideration in the royal army) 
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Peneral 
was mortally wounded ; a number of other officers wee Wountry, - 
wounded, | 3 che De 

The enemy retreated with the utmoſt precipitation all e city, 
night, leaving many of their wounded on the road, and the Wulineſs o 
next day croſſed the Delaware to Philadelphia, with the lols i dips to at 
of one half their party. Colonel Greene and his brave gel- aux de fi 
riſon, acquired praiſe for their gallant defence of this impor- unter th 
ant paſs, which is a key to the other poſts on the river. ere diſab 
Congreſs rewarded the Colonel with an elegant ſword. them, | 
A plan which had been projected to diſpoſſeſs the Roya. N Nere ſet os 

iſts of the iſland of Newport (R. I.) and had for ſome polit- ier blew 
ical reaſons been laid aſide, after ſome preparations had been WF a [rigate 
made at Providence to put it in execution, was now reſum- Wd comm: 
ed by the New England States. A large body of men were auded, a 
aſſembled at Providence, and the command given to Gener- In this 
al Spencer, a Continental officer belonging to Connecticut; Wilſion ot 
but this alſo failed of being executed. The militia were dil lt was re 
miſſed, and returned to their homes, after parading in de WWraiſe in t] 


neighbourhood of Newport, ſome weeks. The court e- Nai, the! 
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ted pointed to examine into the cauſe of its not being undertak- 1777. 
rds en, were of opinion, “ That the General had done his duty, | 
BS 1nd all that was in his power; that the 16th of October \ 
the vas the time agreed on by the general officers to make a de- 
ch. WES ſcent on Rhode-lfland ; that one brigade was not aſſembled, 
two nor embarked in the whole of that day, nor ready for em- 
nder WY barkation—the principal reaſon was, that all the brigades 
10g- were not aſſembled and embodied on the day preceding the | | 
xe 2 night of the 16th of October; it cid not appear to the court 
telli- chat any other time was expedient to have made an attack 
ugly. previous to it; and ſubſequent to it, ſeveral times were aſ- 
;, ar. ſigned, but the weather being wet and ſtormy, from the 17th 
liate- to the 26th of October, and other circumſtances made it un— 
vered favourable; and conſidering the time for which part of the 
tack Wl roops were engaged was near expiring, the court were of 
1 pie- Wi pinion that the determination of the Council of war, of the 
ene- th of October, for giving over the expedition, was ju- 
„as at Maicious and well made.” 5 | 
e nec- It appears that the orders of the General had not been 
two; unctually complied wich; there was a neglect relative to the 
royed. Preparation for embarking the troops, and providing a ſuf- 
t with WWicient number of boats at the time agreed, which having 
ed the Ween omitted, no other was favourable, and the deſign was 
n then ruſtrated. | | | 
ut for- Sir William Howe found it difficult to get ſupplies for his 
having Hoops in Philadelphia. They got them rom their ſhipping 
1amber t Cheſter, thirteen miles diſtant, by a communication over 
r com- chuylkill, which rendered their convoys liable to be cut off. 
army) eneral Waſhington's army was between them, and the 
rs welt ountry, and the Continental gallies, and chevaux de friſe 
che Delaware, prevented the Britiſh ſhips getting up to 
tion al Hie city. To remove theſe obſtructions in the river was the 
and th: uſinefs of the Admiral Lord Howe. He ordered ſix of his 
the lols iss to attempt it, having got above the lower tier of che- 
ave ga- ux de friſe, they made for the upper tier, and had to en- 
enter the gallies and Fort Mifflin at Mud-Iſland. The ſhips 
F ere diſabled, the tide ebbed; and the fire ſhips carried up- 
them, greatly embarraſſed them. Two ran aground, and 
Pere ſet on fire by the crews who deſerted them, and ſoon 
er blew up; one of them, the Auguſta of 64 guns, the oth- 
had been WH a frigate. The conduct of Commodore Hazzlewood, who 
w Teium- Bt command of the Continental force in the river, was ap— 
nen welt auded, and rewarded by Congreſs. 
o Genet-WF in this month was levied the fir/t public tax ſince the Now. 
necticut; L 
were dil. 5 It was recommended by Congrels to the reſpective States 
ng in dhe raiſe in the courſe of the year kollowing in quarterly nay- 
court ante, the ſum of five millions of dollars by “es levied an 
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the inhabitants of the reſpective States in the following pro, 1 


portions, viz. Dollars. Dollar: om Cc 
New-Hampſhire, 20, ooo Pennſylvania, 62, oo ter fre 
Maſſachufetts-Bay, 800, 00 Delaware, 60, oo young 
R. I. and Providence, 100,000 Maryland, 520, 0 ate) wi 
Connecticut, 600,000 Virginia, Soo, oo st (th 
New-York, 200,000 North-Carolina, 250, % ne ho 
New-Jerſey, 250, ooo South- Carolina, 500, 0% Lord 


Georgia, 00, 00 heſter 
| | I clawa! 

In the recommendation, Congreſs gave the reaſons for in and 
© That ſupported by the confidence of their fellow citizen Gene 
without burthening them with taxes, or pecuniary contribuWe Roy 
tions, they have raiſed the neceſſary ſupplies on the publiſ motic 
faith for carrying on the war. Large ſums have been emu er the 
ed in bills of credit, and the ſame method embraced by Mallis's 
reſpective States to anſwer their internal wants. By the:MMWKercer 
accidents our paper currency, notwithſtanding the ſolid bai urſions 
on which it is founded, is multiplied beyond the rules Met bein, 
good policy. Therefore to carry on the war, and yet not all t 
increaſe the number of bills of credit, the foregoing exped eld, nit 
ent is recommended,” ank, t 


Congreſs alſo recommended the appointment of Comm, 0 Roy 


a . . . = 
ſioners to meet at ec de places for regulating the price Lord 
of labour, manufactures, internal produce, and commodi ti dwards 
imported from foreign parts, military ftores excepted, ani 
F ap * 3 45 8 nu. 


to regulate the charges of innholders. | LY 
They reſolved alſo, That it ſhould be recommend 
to the ſeveral States to confiſcate and make ſale of all il 
real and perſonal eſtates therein, of ſuch of the inhabiau... 
| hy Pegs and de 

and other perſons who have forfeited the fame, and 9M 
right to the protection of the reſpettive States; and to . "vg 
veſt the money ariſing from the lales in Continental loa” ;. © 


office certificates, to be appropriated in ſuch manner as tix 


reſpective States ihall hereafter direct.“ | _ 4 
Fort-Mifflin on Aſud-1fland, was evacuated by the Con nd 57 
nental garriſon, after having bravely detended it againſt iS, an a- 
Royal batteries on Province. Iſland, that Jay back of the fo othing 
whence they kept a continual fire of eighteen pou; of all 
ſhot, and alſo from a large India ſhip cut down, which lay lt cape 
one end of the fort, mounted with twenty eighteen nOoundeſs // 1 
The Continentals brought off all their ſtores, levelled 1M Move; 
block houſes, and cut down the bank to let in che wa painſta 
which overtlows the iſland. . 


Lieutenant Colonel Smith of Maryland, commanded WF arnum 
tort, and for his gallant defence, he received a eſti moni 


en ine 
er 


: the American War. 
ing pro. 


Dollar om Congreſs of the approbation of the United Sates.* A 


620, 000 Itter from General Waſhington's camp, deplores the loſs 
60,08 young Captain Treat (a native of Boſton, Maſſachuſetts 
520,0 ate) who was killed by a cannon ball, while defending his 


pſt (the letter ſays) with the intrepidity that would have 
dne honour to an old ſoldier. 
500,00 Lord Cornwallis and Sir William Erſkine marched to 
bo heſter with about three thouſand men, and then croſſed the 
elaware to Billing's port, where they joined Generals Wil— 
ons for in and Peterſon of the royal artillery, 
citizen General Waſhington, expecting by their manceuvres that 
contribu e Royaliſts were about leaving Philadelphia, put his army 
he publi ES motion ; and Generals Green and M'Dougal were ordered 
een em er the Delaware with a body of ſix thouſand. Lord Corn- 
d by th allis's deſign was afterwards found to be, to attack Fort 
By che lercer at Red Bank before it evacuated, and to make in— 
ſolid balifMirſions into New- Jerſey, The Continentals at Red Bank, 
rules Met being in a condition to make effectual reſiſtance, brought 
et not if all the ſtores, quitted the fort, and withdrew to Huddon- 
g expei eld, nine miles back. The Continental fleet lying at Red- 
ank, they allo quitted and burnt them. Three days after, 
Commil de Royaliſts took poſſeſſion of Red. Bank. 
he price] Lord Cornwallis finding General Greene was advancin 
WD wards him with a ſtrong body, he retreated back to Phila- 


800,008 
2.50, 00088 
* 


a modi ta 
pted, au 5 | f a : 

_ * 3:nce the above was written, the following particulars 
OY 7 ave been publiſhed in the Providence Gazette of Auguſt, 
c 11 1, 88700, % General Fames M. Varnum, 


Heb Lie commander, Colonel Smith, being wounded, the com- 
and and devolved upon Lieutenant Colonel Nuſſeli, of the Connec- 
nd toi 5 ict line, who being exhauſied by fatigue, and out of health, 
\tal lol [e/ared to be recalled, The moment was critical. The com- 
er as ti arding General at W obe ry, on the Ferſey fide, had 
7 ders from General Waſhington * to defend Mud Iſland 


Wo {org as poſſible, without ſacrificing the garriſon.” To de- 


he oy . TH it abſolutely was impoſſible, unle/s the ſtege could be raiſed 
zainſt g an attack upon the beſiegers in the ſituation of the fort, 
the fon) ISS Id ER Fa 

W {ing could preſent itſelf to a relieving officer, fully inform- 


1 8 } 4 
a, NY x a of all circumſtances, but certain death, or an 2 mprovable 
1CH 1 /aßpe. In that critical moment Major Thayer offered him- 


z0under 
our mm % a volunteer, and from the 19th to the morning of the 16t/: 
ll WE November, he defended the Iſland with the greate/? addreſs, 
ainſta furious, and almoſt continual cannonade,ondbombard- 


W'c:t from batteries at a ſmall diſtance. The defton of General 


inded p ernum in relating the conduct of Major Tiayer, 1s to reſcue 
; I; E „ 8 . Fe 0 1 » ' — © 
1 m0 Fro” inattention, the brilliant behaviour of fo acferung an 
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; | ES been n 
delphia, and General Green returned to the Continents] troops. 
camp. : in the 
The forts on Mud J/land and Red- Bank being now in! treated 
poſſeſſion of the Royaliſts, they removed the obſtruttion; in chie 
in the Delaware, ſo as to admit ſmall veſſels with proviſion MM al Kni' 
to get up to Philadelphia city, bad ſuf 
A French ſhip arrived at Piſcataqua (State of New-Hamy. Bank, 
ſhire) from Marſeilles with ordnance ſtores, mortars, bomb, The 
braſs cannon, gun-powder, muſquets, &c. &c. In this ſhy which 
arrived Baron Steuben, a Pruſſian officer of rank, ſaid to hae! under | 
been aid de camp to his Pruſhan Majeſty. He was appoint. cellenc 
ed a Major-General in the Continental army and alſo In. own v 
ſpector General: He was a valuable acquiſition : He regnla: army.“ 
ed the Continental army, and taught them a uniformity «MAY a gene: 
diſcipline, indu ce 
The continental army went into winter quarters, and took {RF cauſe, 
poſt in the neighbourhood of Scuylkill, about fifteen mils of it, t. 
from Philadelphia. The main body quartered in and abou and to 
Valley-Horge, ſeven miles turther; where, with great toi 15 note 
and fatigue, they cleared the woods, and built huts for ther negocee 
accommodation, during the winter. Congr. 
In this ſituation General Howe meditated an attack on the me 
them, For this purpoſe the royal army began to march nM perſon 
the night, and proceeded as far as Cheſnut-hill, abo ve Ge. dregs « 
mantown. he trea 


Skirmiſhing took place between the piquets of the two 


armies. Colonel Morgan's riflemen fell in with a large cc 
umn of the enemy near Jenkins-town on the Old-York road; WW tor a ſe 


lic) it 


eſcape 


when a ſmart engagement enſued. In one of the ſkirmiſhes, 
Brigadier-General Irvine was wounded, thrown from hi 
horſe, and taken priſoner. 
An officer at General Waſhington's camp, in a letter to 
his friend, writes thus, relative to this manucevre of the Roy: 
aliſts : * Sir William Howe imagined, that on the firſt appear: 
ance of the Britiſh army, the ſhivering half-naked defender 
of liberty would have decamped, and left him maſter of the 
country; but finding his parade in front ineffectual, he hat 
recourle to the more trying manceuvre of encamping on o 
flank; but ſeeing us ſtill immoveable, he judged it more 
prudent to retire to peaceful winter quarters, than attach 
in a poſition, the ſtrength of which would probably bait 
obliged him to rette with lots, 
Admital Lord Howe ſailed with his fleet from the Del 
ware to Newport harbour, as a fater {itaation for the winter, 
The ice in Delaware river drove ſeveral of their mercial 
ſhips on ſhore, which fell into the hands of the militia an! 
Continental troops Rationed at Wilmington and the adjacer 
ſhores; one of which had on board a quantity of arms, cle 


ing and baggage for fume Briuſh regiments. 
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As ers Was 


Eo the American Wear, 


It appears by the Royaliſts' own account, that there had 


been no good underſtanding between the Britiſh and German 


nent troops. The latter complained that they had been employed 
in the moſt difficult and dangerous enterpriſes, and been 
ow in! treated by the Britiſh as their inferiors. Their commander 
tion; in chief General de Heiſter returned to Europe, and Gener- 
viſion al Knipbauſen took command of the foreign troops, They 
ES had ſuffered much at Fort Waſhington, at Trenton, at Red» 
Hamy Bank, &c. &c. as already noted. 
bombs The public were amuſed with a very extraordinary letter 
nis ſhip] which appeared this month; in the Pennſylvania Ledger, 
o have under the ſignatureot © Jacob Duche,” addreſſed to his Ex- 
ppoin (AY cellency General Waſhington ; in which, to uſe the author's 
io ln WE own words, *© he has ſpoken freely of Congreſs, and of the 
egulat. V- army.” It 1s dated October 8, 1777, and is calculated to caſt 
mity oY a general odium on the proceedings of the United States; to 
induce General Waſhington to abandon the American 
nd took cauſe, and reſign his command of the army; or at the head 
n mile of it, to force Congreſs immediately to deſiſt from hoſtilities 
d abou MY and to reſcind their declaration of Independence. It this 
eat toi 15 not done, he ſays © You have an infalliblereſource ſtill lelt ; 


Or thei 


tack on 
arch 10 


e Ge- 
he treats with great indelicacy. The army, officers as well 
as men, he deſcribes to be without principle, or courage; 
Eg undiſciplined ; taken from the loweſt of the people; unfit - 
bor a ſeat at his Excellency's table. Even the minority no- 
15 hilicy in England, who were advocates for America, did not 
elcape his alperſions, &c. &c. 
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WY negocrate for America at the head of your army.” The 
BY Congreſs exiſting (at the date of his letter) he repreſents in 
Wy the moſt deſpicable view, as conſiſting of weak, obſcure 


perſons, not fit aſſociates for his Excellency ; and the very 


9 


dregs of the firſt Congreſs. The New. England delegates 


Mr. Duche was a popnlar clergyman at Philadelphia 


Wy miniſter of the Epiſcopal Church there; and the chaplain 
FW; appointed by Congreſs. Heofhciated as ſuch for about 
We tree months, and then reſigned. Some diſagreeable cir- 
cumſtances took place. Long-Ifland and New-York were 
1 taken by the Royaliſts, and perhaps cauſed his reſignation ; 
ori might have ariſen from a change in the cahaplain's ſent— 
ments relpectipg the juſktce of the American cauſe, which 
33 he had implored heaven to ſucceed. But whatever was the 
9 7-alon, the abuſe contained in his letter will admit of no ex- 
By cvic. He atted a part diſgracetul to his profeſſion ; and by 
aking up the pen of flander, brought on himſelf that igno— 
By iny which he deſigned for others. He left Philadelphia, 
and 25 a letter to him expreſſes it) © took ſhelter under the 


Blk 01 that power, which from the ſacred pulpit he had ex- 
horted his 


99 
. 


hearers to oppolſe 
inhumanity O the Britiſh oflicers to American priſon- 


The 


as not unknown to the Britiſh Miuiſter. Meſſrs, Franks 
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government for the United States, in September, 1787, ict 


An Hiſtorical Journal of | 


lin, Deane, and Lee, the American Commiſſioners in France, Wa I 
the 12th of this month, in pointed language, in a letter ad. that 
dreſſed to Lord North, informed him of it. io o 
Congreſs took into conſideration the neceſſity of 2 , thou! 
mutual contract or Band of Union, between the American MF Exce 
Independent States, tor the purpoſes of preſerving peace and langu 


order among them; the ſecurity of their rights and proper. than; 
ties and the well ordering and regulating ſundry important the ax 
matters for the benefit of the whole, and for their mutual] and the v 


eneral welfare. They accordingly formed this month“ a plan and e 
of Confederation and Perpetual Union between the Thirteen reſum 
United States.” This plan to be laid before the legiſlatures WW antici 


of each Sta: e, for their conſideration. If approved by them, on the 


and the delegates of each ratified it, in Congreſs, by order; inis 
from their conſtituents, it was then to be valid and conclu- {WWF with t 
ſi ve.“ N | receiv 

Congreſs having appointed a committee to confer wih have r 
General Waſhington, on the circumſtances of their army, WF vittior 
and in concert with him to make and recommend ſuch WW oblery 
new arrangements as ſhould appear eligible ; his Excellen. Wat jettior 


cy laid before them a repreſentation} in which he ſuggeſted Wl officer: 


the neceſſity * of a half pay eſtabliſhment” to induce the offices genero 


ent, ſo 
ſo muc 
main, 
— 0 His 
; = © The 1 


# 4 the con 


to continue in the ſervice and cheerfully diſcharge their rel. 
ective duties; many of them having reſigned, and applica- 
tion for it being made by many others ; not having ſuitable 
encouragement, fearing they Should be rather impoveriſhed, 
than benefited by the ſervice, and if they ſhould die in i, 
their families would be leit in wretched circumſtances, 


may re: 

* Maryland did not ratify it in Congreſs till March, 178. king, ar 
It was not (as one obſerves) an eaſy taſk to form a plan if 778, te 
union acommodated to the ſentiments of ſo many States, di aud to k 
fering in a variety of circumſtances; their manners, product, the King 
trade,” Sc. Having been tried fix years, and found 1% i Wh the Bri 
inſuſſicient for the purpoſes hoped for from it, a convei- Wi Lord 
tion of delegates from the ſeveral States was choſen to ren. the nun 


edy its defefts, They reported a new conſtitution or frame mM 4 17 
| under 8 


was acceded to (ſome amendments propoſed, Sc.) by all ne, f 
States excepting North-Carolina (who afterwards acceded ti mand, 
wt.) The firſt day of March, 1789, was appointed for ti: WW" '* fact 
meeting of the new government at New-York, The Stats 7 che c 
choſe his Excellency General Waſhington of Virgina, fo = 2nd, N 
Preſident, and Fohn Adams, Eſq. of Maſſachuſetts, for Jie: on!'y the 
F reſide nt. | S: after this 
| Hon. 


reſide in 
* onth fo 


+ See a collection of papers relative to hf pay, Sc. pub iſ. 
ocker. 
. 


ed at Iifhiall, 1783. 


the American War, 


nee, in this repreſentation, General Waſhington takes notice, 
- ad. WT that © beſides adopting ſome method to make the proviſion 
ES to officers equal to their then exigencies, a due regard 


of 2 7 {hould be paid to futurity. Nothing, in my opinion, ſays his 
cen Excellency, would ſerve more powerfully to reanimate their 
and languiſhing zeal, and intereſt them thoroughly in the ſervice, 


oper- I chan a half pay eſtabliſhment. This would not only diſpel 
rtant the apprehenſion of perſonal diſtreſs at the termination of 


and the war, from having thrown themſelves out of profeſſions 
plan Þ and employments, they might not have it 1n their power to 
rtecn MY reſume, but would in a great meaſure relieve the painful 
atures @ anticipation of leaving their widows and orphans a burthen 
them, on the charity of their country, {hould it be their lot to fall 
orders in as defence.“ The General ſaid he urged his ſentiments 
„nclu. ME with the greater freedom, becauſe he cannot, nor ſhall he 

| receive the ſmalleſt benefit from the eſtabliſhment, and can 
- with have no other inducement for propoſing it than a full con- 
army, iſ © viction of its utility and propriety. The General further 
| ſuch {ER obſerves. © 1 am ſenſible the expen/e will be a capital ob- 


cellen. Iection to it; but to this I oppoſe the neceffity, The 


geſted WY officers are now diſcontented with their ſituation. If ſome 
Jthcers MY generous expedient is not embraced to remove their diſcon- 
eir rel. tent, ſo extenſive a deſertion of the ſervice will enſue, and 
pplice WIE ſo much diſcouragement will be caſt upon thole who re- 
aitable main, as muſt wound 1t in a very eſſential manner.“ 


»rifhed, A His Britannic Majeſty recommended to his Parliament, 
e in i, The neceſſity of preparing for ſuch further operations as 
Wy 8 the contingencies of the war, and the objtinacy of the rebels 

way render convenient.“ They reathly concurred with the 


173: king, and voted twenty thouſand men for the ſervice of the year 
plan g 1778, to augment their army, to furniſh a part of theſe troops, 
tes, 4. and to facilitate the buſineſs. General Haldiman (lately with 
product, S the king's army in America) was ſent into Germany, to aid 


Fi the Britiſh agent already there. 
gone. Lord Barrington, Secretary at War, told Parliament, tha 
—_— the number of Royal troops employed in America the laſt 
frame Fer, 1777, amounted to fifty thouſand, viz, twenty thouſand 
7, 1 Wa under Sir William Howe, ten thouſand under General Bur- 

goyne, tour thouſand under Sir Guy Carlton at Quebec, the 
--+ded s remainder ſerving in Nova Scotia, New-York, &c. and yet 
{ for 1 It 18 fact that this large army had at this time no other places 
„ Stats en che continent in their poſſeſſion excepting New-York 
i 5 land, Newport iſland, and Philadelphia city. They retained 
only the former during the war, having been obliged ſoon 
; after this to abandon the two latter. 


7 
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; Bon: John Adams, Eſq. being appointed by Congreſs, to 
c. pub EP ide in France, zn a gublic character; he embarked this 


Booth for that king lom, in the Continental lrigate, Captain 
rucker. | | 
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Congreſs finding that the lenity ſhewn to the Royaliſt 


captivated in America, had been conſidered by them as the WR 


effect of fear and cowardice, and was the occaſion of more WR obno! 
ſevere treatment of American priſoners ; they found it nec. TJ treat 
eſſary to paſs the following reſolve, ** That the priſoners of be au 
the enemy ſhall be ſubſiſted, and treated in the ſame manner © opera 


as our priſoners are by them, and that this mode of treatment WS. cier 
be continued, changed, or ſuſpended, as the conduct of the In the 
enemy with reſpe& to American prifoners ſhall from time est as 
to time render juſt and neceſſary.” They allo recommend. Pom 
ed to the States the raiſing a body of light horſe volunteers, 2 employ 


to act in conjunction with their army, till the end of the year; = His 
and it was accordingly complied with. | ment, 

Parties ot troops were detached from the royal army at ple the 
Philadelphia, to New- Jerley, in queſt of cattle, &c. but their SED ce re 
ſucceſs was interrupted by the vigilance of General Wayne, ver to 
and the bravery of Count Polaſki, who attacked them at add in 
Haddonfield, and put them to flight, though greatly ſuperior ve ſu 
to the Continentals in that quarter. They recroſſed the Del. ration: 
aware, without the cattle and forage they wanted, having The 


loſt ſeveral, killed, and about a hundred wounded, , An 
General Burgoyne, by leave of Congreſs, left Cambridge, Þ r his N 


in Maſſachuſetis (on parole) to proceed to Newport, there v ating th 


embark for England, | Mn New 
Mr. Simeon Deane (brother to the American Commil „ An 


5 5 5 ö . . 2 2 1 6 
ner in France) arrived at Boſton with diſpatches for Com. erning 


greſs, containing“ Treaties of Alliance, between France and WS: the c. 
the United States, ſigned at Paris, the 6th of February. Ma andi 
By the 1 1th and 12th articles of the Treaty of Commerce, Wl. 1. in 
was agreed © that the ſubjects of the States ſhould pay no + 1mp0o; 
duties on molaſſes in the French iſlands, and that the Frencii olony « 
were to pay no duties on merchandize of the States the An 
a eg 5 7 557 es wv 

procured for the iſlands which furniſhed molaſſes. Thelk ich ſuf 
two articles were ſuppreſſed afterwards, by mutual conſent eans « 
in September following. At this time Count de Vergennt Ihe colot 
was miniſter for foreign affairs; and the Szeur de Sarmm A men 
miniſter and Secretary of State for the marine department, f theſe. 
M. de NVoailles, the French Ambaſſador in London, up ut what 
having information from his Court, of the alliance entered i lion © 
to with the American United States, he acquainted the e obje 
Britiſh miniſtry. It gave them alarm, and changed the pf the pu 


ceedings of Parliament. Lord Stormont was ordered uf ers weab 
leave the Court of France, and the French miniſter left ext at tl 
of London. Previous to the official information from net by | 
Court of France, Lord North had changed his tone, a ents of 
poke a language diveile from what he had hitherto dot nd that t 
on heating of the capture of General Burgoyne and is al 14 he follo 
WN. On the 15th of February, he propoled a repcal ou eeſs to t 
* Mr 
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aliſts 


S the I | 
more WY obnoxious acts of Parliament—to ſend commiſſioners to 
nec. treat with Congreſs as a legal body; theſe commiſſioners to 
ers of be authorized to order a ſuſpenſion of arms—to ſuſpend the 
anner Wa operation ot all former laws—to reſtore the colonies to their 
ment ancient conſtitution, as they were before the troubles, &c. &c. 
ot the in the cloſe of this notable ſpeech, his Lordſhip was ſo hon- 
time eſt as to declare his reaſons for making it, viz. * hrs extreme 
mend. Þ diſabpointment in is expectations of the effect of the force 
weers, Wa employed againſt America,” | : | 
Year; His Lordihip's propoſals readily went down with Parlia- 
ment, and the Houle of Commons prepared bills contorma- 
my at ble thereto. The draft of two of them (ſaid to be) only 
t their . Wonce read before one branch of their legiſlature, was hurried 
Vayne, I Wover to America, in their impertett itate, with many blanks, 
hem a end induſtriouſly circulated by the royal partizans, which 
peri gave ſuſpicion that their view was to relax the military prep- 
ze Del. BE rations on the part of the States, &c. © Jeu 
having The three acts called the conciliatory acts are entitled, viz. 


bridge, Mo 


there t0 


ommil 


or Con- 


nce and 4 t the colomes, provinces, and plantations, in North Ameri- 
Fa and the Welt-Indies, and for repealing ſo much of an att 
r.erce, uf 
| pay 9 impoſes duty on tea imported from Great Britain into any 
> French ES olony or plantation in America, or relates thereto. 
tes ther Wl 

my 
conſent 


e ehe colonies, plantations, and provinces, in North America.“ 
Sari! 


,artment We 
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on, Up But what miniſtry know to be a fallacious hope, a reconcil- 


ered 1 BW:tion with the coloniſts on terms 
nied tu 
the pr 
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r left aß 
from delt by the /word?” 
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An act for repealing an act paſſed in the fourteenth year 
f his Majeſty's reign, entitled, * An act for the better regu- 
Wating the government of the Province of Maflachuſetts Bay, 
An New-England. | 

An act for removing all doubts and apprehenſions con- 
erning taxation, by the Parliament of Great-Britain, in any 


ade in the ſeventh year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, 


An att to enable his Majelty to appoint Commiſſioners, 
ich ſuihcient powers to treat, conſult, and agree upon the 
Nneans of quietng the diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain of 


A member of the Houſe of Commons“ expreſſed his ideas 
Wt theſe bills, in the words following: © Theſe bills hold 


x ſhort of independence. 
he object is merely to ikreen miniſtry from the indignation 
| the public and vengeance of the people. Are our minil- 


ers weak enough to expect to cajole America with a parc}. 


ent at the moment they declared that they deſparr of con- 
he foregoing accords with the ſenti- 
ents of Congreſs. They viewed theſe bills in the ſame light, 
id that they were deſigned to lull the people into ſecurity. 
he following are extracts from an animated addreſs of Con- 
L reſs to their conſtituents on this occaſtor. 


* Mr. Wilkes. 
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The haughty Prince, who ſpurned us from his feet with i non 
contumely and diſdain, and the Parliament who proſcibed us, WM ous « 
now deſcend to offer terms of accommodation. ture 


© Whilſt in the full career of victory, they pulled off the one 
maſk, and avowed deſpotiſm. But having laviſhed in van Refr 


the blood and treaſure of their ſubjetts, in purſuit of this not 
execrable purpoſe, they now endeavour to enſnare us wih com: 
the inſidious offers of peace. They would ſeduce us into a MW their 
dependence, which neceſſarily, inevitably leads to the moſt WW torei, 
humiliating ſlavery. And do they believe you will accept bring 
theſe fatal terms becauſe you have ſuffered the diſlreſſes of WW peara 
war? Do they ſuppoſe that you will baſely lick the duſt WY perſe: 
before the feet of your deſtroyers? Can there be a man {v WM but if 
loſt to the feelings that adorn human nature, to the generous ; have | 
pride, the elevation, the dignity gf freedom? Is there a man WW ſhall { 
who would not abhor a dependence upon thoſe, who have there 
deluged his country in the blood of its inhabitants? Me Th 
cannot ſuppoſe this, neither can we ſuppoſe that they them. Unite. 
ſelves expect to make many converts. What then is their ly the! 
intention? Is it not to lull you with the fallacious hopes d cation: 
peace, until they can aſſemble new armies to proſecute the ir blow v 
nefarious deſigns ? If this is not the caſe, why do they meanly ple ap} 
court each little tyrant of Europe to fell them his unhappy Wi They 
ſlaves ? why do they continue to embitter the minds of th tion, c. 
ſavages againſt you? Sure this is not the way to conciliate war. ! 
the affections of America——Be not deceived. KY devaſt: 
It hath become now morally certain, that if we have cout. On cc 
age to perſevere, we ſhall eſtabliſn our liberty and independ-WAW ſtimula 
ence. Expect not peace, while any corner of America is in BS againſt 
poſſeſſion of your foes. You muſt drive them away tron letting 
this land of promiſe, a land flowing indeed with milk do expo 
honey. Is there a country on earth which hath ſuch reſourc Wi banefu] 
es for the payment of her debts, as America? ſuch an ex- 3 With te: 
tenſive territory? ſo fertile, ſo bleſſed in its climate av: My © ward 
productions? Surely there is none; neither is there any tat of hea 
which the wiſe Europeans will ſooner confide their properti. the mea 
What then are the reaſons that your money has depreciated been inf 
Becauſe no taxes have been impoſed to carry on the war; ed us to 
becauſe the commerce hath been interrupted by the enemy (ll Theſe 
fleets; becauſe their armies have ravaged and deſtroyel: erful inc 
part of your country; becaule their agents have villainoulf That t 
counterfeited your bills; becauſe extortioners among you United 
inflamed with the luſt of gain, have added to the price "Wl by all thi 
every article of life, and becauſe weak men have been arti! ter divin 
led to believe that it 1s of no value. 3 hip. 


Hou is this dangerous diſeaſe to be remedied ? Let tho The » 


among you who have jeiſure and opportunity, collect Wo 5 
. | 7 ded an 


—— ; © Gy. 
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the American War. 


with 0 monies which individuals in their neighbourhood are deſir- 
:d us, ous of placing in the public funds. Let the ſeveral legiſla- 
tures ſink their reſpective emiſhons, that ſo there being but 


the one kind of bills, there may be leſs danger of counterfeiting. 

vain Refrain a little while from purchaſing thoſe things that are 
f this not abſolutely neceſſary, that ſo thoſe who have engroſſed 
; with commodities, may ſuffer, as they deſervedly will, the Joſs of 
into a their ill-gotten hoards, by reafon of their commerce with 
mot boreign natione, which their fleets will protect, Above all, 


bring forward your armies into the field. Truſt not to ap- 
pearances of peace or ſafety, Be aſſured, that unleſs you 
perſevere, you will be expoſed to every ſpecies of barbarity} 
but if you exert the means of defence which God and nature 


accept 
{Tes of 
e duſt 


man {0 


* 


nerous have given you, the time will ſoon arrive, when every man 
a man ſhall fit under his own vine, and under his own fig-tree, and 
o have there ſhall be none to make him afraid.” 


? We This addreſs calls the attention of the inhabitants of the 
them. United States to recollection. To remember how reluctant- 
is their ly they were drawn into the arduous conteſt ; their ſuppli- 
opes o cations for redreſs; while they were petitioning, the fatal 
te the it N blow was ſtruck which hath ſeparated us for ever. The peo- 
meanly ple appealed to their Maker tor the juſtneſs of their cauſe. 
nhappy WY They were then quite defenceleſs, without arms, ammuni— 
s of the tion, clothing, ſhips, money, and military officers {killed in 


war. The courſe of the enemy's army marked by rapine and 
devaſtation. We were obliged to take up arms againſt our 
own countrymen ; were ill treated while priſoners. They 


>nciliat Wi 


Ve COUT- 2 v7 R } 
depend: 5 ſtimulated ſervants to ſlay their maſters, and excited the Indians 
is in againſt us. One of their Generals declared his intention of 


ca is nM 

ay fron 5 letting looſe whole hoſts of ſavages upon us. They offered 
nilk do export our inhabitants, by their merchants, to the ſickly 
re our. baneful climes of India. We have treated their priſoners 
h an e with tenderneſs, which has been conſtrued by them into 
vate av! cowardice, We ſhould take notice of the interpoſition 


of heaven in our favour, when reduced to diſtreſs, and 


re any 0 

proper "RE means wanting to proſecute the war. Our toes have 
reclated been inſtrumental in providing them: And he hath conduct- 
he war ed us to the threſhold of ſecurity. | 
enemy Theſe conſiderations were laid before the people as pow- 
0 roved WR ©! ful incentives to per ſeverance and exertion, 

1ainoull 8 That this addreſs might be anzwer/ally known through the 


ong you 3 N States, it was recommended by Congrels to be read 

price a. © the miniſters of the goſpel of every denomination af- 

em art {vl ter divine ſervice, in their reſpective places of religious wor- 
BP. | | 

Let tho The people in the States were not deceived; they enter- 

lect ui tained the ſame opinion of theſe bills as Congreſs has expreſ- 
< led and their conduct was correſpondent. 


N 
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Ty ; under 
Notwithſtanding the pactfic appearance of the above ade the wa 
of Parliament, their troops did not relax in their hoſtilities, _ 3 
but continued their deſolations by fire and ſword. Some of 1 1957 
their troops deſttoyed the houſe of Joſeph Borden, Efq. at „ 
Bordentown, in the Jerſies, and the buildings on a farm be. 
longing to Colonel M'Bride. They were prevented from 
further miſchief at this time, by the interruption given then 
by General Dickinſon. Their troops from Newport in 
Rhode-Iſlaud State, alſo comniited outrage on the towns in 
that neighbourhood—the latter end of this month their ſhip. 
ping got up the bay undiicovered, and landed about ſix hun. 
dred men, between the towns of Briſtol and Warren, and 
marched on to a place where a number of flat-bottomed boats 
and gallies were repairing, which they burnt, together with 
a griſt-mill. | Var.“ 
At Warren they entered the houſes of the inhabitants, in. In 4 
ſulted aud plundered them of their clothing, bedding, tur. rriden 
niture, &c. | LE | 


N 4 valry, 
Ethan th 
eeſpect 
tend t. 
unleſs | 


he ſer 
inue tk 


11 3 a furth! 


They ſet fire to the meeting-houſe, perſonage, and ſeveral i loci 
other houſes, and deſtroyed a ſmall magazine of military Mn. ! 
ſtores. | OH | 4 eorge 
They began their retreat by the road leading to Brivol orida 
terry, where they burnt, plundered and deſtroyed whatever rg 
their haſte would permit, not ſparing che Epiſcopal church, 4 
ſituated near the centre of the town, which, with many of lhe Kir 
the beſt houſes were reduced to aſhes. To the women (it BE V., 
was reported) the ſoldiery were rude, and robbed them oi Hof Apri 


their handkerchiets, aprons, ſhoe-buckles, rings, &c. Major. 


General Sullivan, who at this time was on command at Provi- , # 1 
dence, ſent Colonel Barton to rally the ſcattered inhabi- WWF ow: 
tants and hang upon the enemy's rear, to give him time for i. Th 
his main body to come up. The Colonel collected ahout % | 
twenty men, and, with this ſmall number, followed them to- 50 2 


wards Briſtol ferry, near which he came up and attacked 1 
their rear with great bravery, until being wounded, he was Po 


obliged to retire, The enemy's boats ariived in time to em- . Sor 
bark them for Newport ifland, before General Sullivan, a "May 
with his troops, could get up. They afterwards landed 2 hil Y 
body at Freetown and burnt two mills, but being oppoſe! Wi 3 


by the militia, they went off. 

The judicious repreſentation made by General Waſhing: 
ton, January 29th, relative to half pav, convinced Congreß 
of the propriety and neceſſity of making further proviſion 
tor the army, and produced the following reſolves, viz. 

* Reſolved unanimouſly, That all military officers co. 
miſſioned by Congieſs who now are, or hereafter m I 
be in the ſervice of the United States, and ſhall contine BR. :;, © 
therein during the war, and not hold any office of Pr“ 


lian 
Wy Pong. 
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under theſe States, or any in them, ſhall after concluſion of 


© afts me war, be entitled to receive annually for the term of ſev— 
tlities, 5 en years, if they live ſo long, one half of the preſent pay 
me of of {uch officers, provided that no General officer of the ca- 
Iq. at WY valry, artillery or infantry, ſhall be entitled to receive more 
m be. man the one half part of the pay of a Colonel of ſuch corps 
| from Wreſpectively ; and provided that this reſolution ſhall not ex- 
q them tend to any officer in the ſervice of the United States, 
ort in unlels he ſhall have taken an oath of allegiance to, and {hall 
wns 11 WW Qually reſide within ſome of the United States.“ 
r ſhip. BS © Relolved unanimouſly, That every non- commiſſioned 
x hun-. Wnilitary officer or ſoldier who hath enliſted or ſhall enliſt in 
n, and he ſervice of theſe States during the war, and fhal} con- 
d boats inue therein to the end thereof, ſhall be entitled to receive 
er With further reward of eighty dollars at the expiration of the 
n þ var.“ 3 | 
its, in. In the beginning of this month, Captain Eliot in the 
g, fur. Trident frigate, arrived off the Delaware, with three ok the 
ommi ſſioners appointed by act of Parliament to ſettle the 
ſe vera Hiſputes in America, viz. Frederick Lord Carliſla, Witham 
111i tary WH en, Eſq. (brother to a late Governour of Maryland) and 
Brig George Fohnſtone, Eſq. (late Governour of Penſacola Weſt. 
ri ſto 


orida, and a naval Commander) f accompanied by Adam 
hatever +1 erguſon, Eſq. their ſecretary, In this commiſſion were 
church, oined Admiral Lord Howe, and the commander in chief of 
any of he King's land forces in America, now Lieutenant- General 
men tir Henry Chnton,* Their commiſſion bears date the 13th 
1em ook April, 1778, to expire the firſt of Jane, 1779. 

OY & 2 The reſolve reſpedling the officers was extended to their 
inhab. d, by an after reſolve. Se Auguſt 24, 1780. 

ine lar f Dierr emolument, ſaid to be { 1000 ſterliug, each for a 
3 about e, plate; a proporttonadly large ſum for their flores ; 
dem lo. nd a ſalary of { 100 each per Week, excepting the Preſident, 
m_ Fe tumes that ſum, | This 15 znſerted as a matter 

WJ ort. | e 

0 = oo after the defeat of General B urgoy ne, Sir Witham 
ullixa, ewe Wrote to England a letter of reſignation ; and the ſirſt 
— . 4 May, Szr H. Clinton went to take command of the army at 
ao 5 3 iladelphia. 

oppo he General Advertiſer, of Saturday, December gth, Sir 
Bam 15 ſaid to have given hs reaſons in the Houſe of com- 


1.(hino. | 
W A prons, for quitting his command 21 America. He didmed ne 
rovition i nal ry,parttc one Ae rg? Germaine, for neg!etling his 
_ 1 wh not treattng him wath confidence, nor co-operating in 
tg % ans he formed; nor ſupplyuag Jum with the remnforce- 
* % he demanded ; not paying tnat attention to tne requatft - 
niinve . he kadmade in favour of deſerving officers, that the dig- 


F p roßt 


9% rs ſtation, aud the nature of ther ſervices required. 
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Gemeral Waſhington forwarded to Congreſs a copy of Fl 
aA letter he received from the three firſt mentioned commil. Fren 
ſioners, informing him of their arrival and commiſſion, and (T 
requeſting a paſſport for their ſecretary, charged. with a let. i can s 
ter from them to Congreſs. General Wathington alſo for. din.) 
warded a copy of his anſwer to the commiſhoners, in which Wl Th 
he declines giving the paſſport requeſted, till the pleaſure of phia | 
Congreſs was known. ES ceive 
Congreſs having received the, abovementioned papers ſtores 
from their General, the letter from the Commiſſioners to W ned il 
them was read till theſe words occurred: © [n/idtous inter WR comn 


ſilion of a power which has from the firſt ſettlement of 710 nent 


 Colomes been actuated with enmity to us both.” The reading F 1 eral A 


was then interrupted and a motion made not to proceed fur. = ſon © 
ther, becauſe of the offenſive language againſt his mo{i Chrif. Wi oo wh. 
tian Majeſty, This leiter, and the papers that ac companied WT ;: wou 


it, were read at another time. A committee of Congreſs, t MW feQua 
whoth they were referred, reported the draft oia letter to the be off 
three commiſſioners, of which the following is a copy: WE letter t 

| The committee conſiſted of William H. Drayton, Rich- relatio 
ard H. Lee, George Morris, 1 Witherſpoon, and Samuel N Philad- 
Adams, Eiq 18. | 0 

« I have received the wr from your Excellencies the chroug 


9th inſtant, with the encloſed, and laid them before Congreſs, MMax we 
Nothing but an earneſt deſire to ſpare the further effuſion State, te 
human blood, could have induced them to read a paper con. tion in 
taining expreſſions ſo diſreſpecttul to his moſt Chriſtian comma 
Majeſty, the good and great Ally of theſe States, to con. {iWavoura 


ſider propoſitions ſo derogatory to the honour of an indepen he ar: 
dent nation. The acts of the Britiſh Parliament, the com. he De! 
miſſion from your ſovereign, and your letter, ſappole te N Morgar 
people of theſe States to be ſubjects to the crown of Great Bri Genera 
tain, and are founded on the idea of dependence which if rincet. 
utterly inadmiſſible. I am further directed to inform youhe air c 
Excellencies that Congreſs are inclined to peace, not wii ral Cli 
ſtanding the unjuſt claims from which this war originated Bo draw 
and the ſavage manner in which it has been conducted. The MiWnoveme 


will therefore be ready to enter upon the conſideration of! grounds 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconſiſtent with treatisMWtme to | 
already ſubſiſting, when the King of Great Britain ſhal|Wad expy 
demonſtrate a ſincere diſpoſition for that purpoſe, The o erminec 
proof of this diſpoſition will be an explicit acknowled om Pri 
ment of the independence of theſe States, or the withd:a BR he 25th 


ing his fleets and armies, wy Ont 
Signed by order of the unanimous voice of Congrels, een hun 
York-town, June 17, 1778. > reinto 
„ HENRY Lav RENS, Pref ſident.“ Wore ef 

ey the 2 
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mil. 


Fa | The Britiſh fleet under Admiral Keppel, captured three 
French frigates. 


and (The King of France, though in alliance with the Ameri- 
let. can States, had not yet commenced hoſtilities on Great Brit- 
> for. ain.) | | 
ybich . The Royal army completed their evacuation of Philade]- 


Ire of 1 phia (in conſequence of orders Sir Ienry Clinton had re- 
IS ceived from England) having previouſly tranſported their 


apers ſtores and moſt of their artillery into the Jerſies, they man- 
ers to ned the lines the 5 night, and proceeding over the 
1er60% commons, croſſed at Gloceſter point. A party of the Con- 
" theſe WES tivental light horſe purſued, and took ſome priſoners. Gen. 


eating | Feral Arnold, with a detachment of Continentals, took poſſeſ- 
> fur. on of the city of Philadelphia the ſame evening, previous 
Cbril. WEE to which Congrels paſſed a reſolve, © that on the evacuation 
panied WY it would be expedient for the commander in chief to take ef- 
refs, ro fectual care that no inſult, plunder or injury of any kind, may 
to the be offered to the inhabitants,” General Waſhington, in a 
y: leiter to Congreſs, dated at Engliſh-town, gives a particular 


Rich- 
Samuel Philadelphia, the following is a copy of ſaid letter, viz. 

Oa the appearance of the enemy's intention to march 
Egthrough Jerſey becoming ſerious, I had detached General 


relation of the manceuvres of both armies after they had left 


cies the 

ongreſs, Max well's brigade in conjunction with the militia of that 
uſon.of state, to interrupt and impede their progreſs, by every obſtruc- 
ber con. ion in their power, ſo as to give time to the army under my 
hriſtan command to come up with them, and take advantage of an 
to con. avourable circumitances that might preſent themſelves. 
ndepecn he army having proceeded to Correil's ferry, and croſſed 
he com- he Delaware at that place, I immediately detached Colonel 
zofe the Morgan with a ſelect corps of ſix hundred men to reinlorce 
reat Bi- enera] Maxwell, and marched with the main body towards 
which MAR rincetown, The flow advance of the enemy had greatly 


orm you ne air of deſign, and led me, with others, to ſuſpect that Gen- 


not will Meral Clinton, deſirous of a General action, was endeavouring 
riginated, . 3 0 draw us down into the lower country in order, by a rapid 
d. The vovement, to gain our right and take poſſeſſion of the ſtrong 
ation of (rounds above us. This conſideration, and to give the troops 


h treatio imme to repoſe and retreſh themſelves from the fatigue they 
tain (hal ad experienced from rainy and exceſſive hot weather, de- 
The oui ermined me to halt at Hopewell townſhip, about five miles 
«now led rom Princetown, where we remained till the morning of 
withdrav We 25th, 
on thepreceding day, I made a ſecond detachment of fif- 
ongrels, een hundred choſen tioops, under Brigadier-General Scott, 
reinkorce thoſe already in the vicinity of the enemy, the 
ident, ore effectually to annoy and delay their march. The next 
| the army moved to Kingſton, and having received in- 
Wy" igence that the enemy were proſecuting their route to- 


5 
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wards Monmouth court-houſe, I diſpatched a thoufand ſelec hei 

men under Brigadier- General Wayne, and ſent the Marquis miſs. 

de la Fayette to take command of the whole advanced corps, Wi t 

including Maxwell's brigade, and Morgan's light. infantry, W 

| with orders to take the fir{t opportunity of attacking the en- preſ⸗ 

| emy's rear. In the evening of the ſame day the whole army 5 7 

th, marched from Kingſton, where our whole baggage was left nan 45 

Y/ with intention to preſerve a proper diſtance for ſupporting be ir 

6 the advanced corps, and arrived at Cranberry early the next. 1 jelpe 
IN: morning. The intenſe heat of the weather, and a heay 5 4 
N ſtorm unluckily coming on, made it impoſſible to reſume Wl expri 
1 our arch that day without great inconvenience and injury their 
1 to the troops. Our advanced corps being differently cir- ente 
Il FE cumſtanced, moved from the poſition it had held the night BOD 
In / before; took poſt in the evening, on the Monmouth road, Wl 
lt 5 about five miles from the enemy's rear; in expectation of WE are: 
1 attac king them next morning on their march. The main body W expe 
WE! + having remained at Cranberry, the advanced corps was found chem 
M to be too remote, and too far upon the right, to be ſupported about 
6 either in caſe of an attack upon, or from the enemy, which 3 bei ef 
WM. fy: induced me to lend orders to the Marquis, to file off to his ; by G, 
9 { left. towards Engliſh-town, which he accordingly executed W tion, « 
5 ol early in the morning of the 27th | June. mand 
* Yi „The enemy in marching from Allentown, had changed 1 iny's 
— 1 their diſpoſition, and placed their beſt troops 1N the ca, to the 
1. conſiſting of all the grenadiers, light infantry, and chaſſeuss and 9 
Meat of the line, This alteration madle it neceſlary to increaſe W who | 
the number of our advanced corps ; in conſequence of which, ; by * 

7 ow ; a 5 brigades, to join che 

I detached Major-General Lee, with two brigades, o) W advan, 
Marquis at Engliſh-town, on whom, of courſe, the command W ing : 
of the whole devolved, amounting to about hve thouſand in aw 
men. The main body marched the ſame day, and encamp- W On th; 
ed within three miles of that place. Morgan's corps was $ ling, 1 
left hovering on the enemy's right flank, and the Jerſey au, nem, 
litia, amounting at this time, to about ſeven or eight hundred W drach, 
men, were under General Dickinſon on their left. The W advanc 
enemy were now encamped in a ſtrong poſition, with ther WM Gen 
right extending about A mile and a hall beyond the nul | comma 
houſe, in the parting of the roads, leading to Shrewſbury an W Gener, 
M:4dictown, and their left along the road from Allen-town Counter 
to Monmouth about three miles on this ſide of the cout: W them ee 
houſe, Their right flank lay on the ſkirt of a ſmall wool, lim. tos 
while their left was ſevered with a thick one : A mor b W in the! 
running towards their rear, and their whole front covered bye 5 1 

wood, and for a conſiderable extent towards the [ett with a| n the 
morats. In this ſituation they halted'till the morning of i R warmly 
28th, Matters, being thus fuited, and having had ihe be W flank þ 
intormation, that if the enemy were once arrived at tn ; detache, 
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left 


4 heights of Mideletown, ten or twelve miles from where they 
quis 


were, it would be impoſhible to attempt any thing againſt 


met the whole advanced corps retreating ; and, as I was told, 
by General Lee's order, without having made any oppoſi- 
| tion, excepting one fire given by the party under the com- 
mand of Colonel P. ler, on their being charged by the ene- 


to his 
ecuted 


PS, WE them with a proſpect of ſucceſs, I determined to attack 
wy, WE their rear, the moment they ſhould get in motion from their 
en- poreſent ground. I commiunicated my intention to General 
rm) Lee, 1 ordered him to make his diſpoſition for the attack, 
; leit and to keep his troops conſtantly lying upon their arms to 
rung be in readineſs at the ſhorteſt notice. This was done with 
next. WS teſpect to the troops under my immediate command, 
ea) About five in the morning, General Dickinſon ſent an 
{ume W expreſs, informing that the front of the enemy had begun 
nJury Wa their march. I immediately put the army in motion, and 
ir. ſent orders by one of my aids for General Lee to move on, 
night and attack them, unleſs there ſhould be any powerful reaſons 
road, to the contrary, acquainting him at the ſame time, that I was 
ion of Wl marching to ſupport him, and för doing it with the greater 
1 body expedition and diſpatch ſhould make the men diſincumber 
found W themſelves of their packs and blankets. After marching 
ported about five miles, to my great ſurpriſe and mortification, I 
which 8 

Y 
hanged W my's cavalry, who vere repulſed; 1 proceeded immediately 
e 1", Wi to the rear corps which I found cloſely preſſed by the enemy 
dee and gave directions for forming part of the retreating corps, 
ncrcale 


W who, by the brave and ſpirited conduct of the officers, aided 


which, by ſome pieces of well ſerved artillery, checked che enemy's 

join 9 advance, and gave time io make a diſpoſition of the left 

w_—_ wing and ſecond line of the army, upon an eminence, and 
OUtan 


m a wood a little in the rear covered by a morals in front. 


encamp On this were placed ſome batteries of cannon by Lord Stir- 


rs ss lug, who commanded the left wing, which played upon the 
rſey mi. enemy with greateflett, and ſeconded by parties of infantry 
hundrev | detached to oppole them; theſe effectually put a ſtop to their 
t. The advance. | | 


ith thei 
e COUT 
bury and 
Jen-town 
3e Cour 
i woot, 


General Lee being detached with the advanced corps, the 
command of the right wing, for the occafion, was given to 
General Greene, For expedition of the march, and to 
counteratt any attempt to turn our right, I had ordered 
them to file off by the new court-houſe, two miles from Eng. 
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15 5 liſh-town, and fall into the Monmouth rcad a ſmall diſtance 
A 103070" in the rear of the court-houſe. On intelligence of the re— 
7eTeu Wh treat he marched up, and took a very advantageous poſition 
ett wry þ on the right, the enemy by this time finding themſelves 
7 ? warmly oppoſed in front, made an attempt to turn our left 
| * 


flank, but they were bravely repulſed and drawn back by 
etached parties of infantry. They alſo nade a movement. 


ed at tt 
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to our right with as little ſucceſs, General Greene having 
advanced a body of troops with artillery to a commandin 


piece of ground, which not only diſappointed their defigh e. 
of turning our right, but enfiladed thoſe in front of the leſt 19 
wing. In addition to this, General Wayne advanced with - 
a body of troops, and kept up ſo ſevere, and well directed: T 
fire, that the enemy there, were ſoon compelled to retire be. kille 
hind the defile; where the firſt ſtand in the beginning of the dred 
action had been made, In this ſituation the enemy had bre 
both their flanks ſecured by thick woods and moraſſes, while Tt 
their front could only be approached by a narrow pals. I re. bye 1 
ſolved nevertheleſs to attack them, and for that purpoſe or. and f 
dered General Poor, with bis own and the Carolina brigade and < 
to move round upon their right, and General Woodtori WF loſs a 
upon their left, and the artillery to gall them in front; bu MW and e. 
the impediments in their way prevented their getting with. {WW ſeen | 
in _— before it was dark. They remained upon the ground mine 
they had been directed to occupy during the night, with in. In 


tention to begin the attack early the next morning, and th the ba 
army continued lying upon their arms in the field of actiog Hand m 
to be in readineſs co ſupport them. In the mean time t can w 
enemy were engaged in removing their wounded, and abou: 
twelve o'clock at night marched away in ſuch. ſilence, tha 
though General Poor lay extremely near them, they effect 
their retreat without his knowledge. They carried off ali 
their wounded except four officers, and about forty private, 
whoſe wounds. were too dangerous to permit their removal 
The extreme heat of the weather, the fatigue of the mi 
from their march through a deep ſandy country, almoſt en venty. 
tirely deſtitute of water, and the diſtance the enemy h ccruits 


gained by marching in the night, made a purſuit impratticosh The 
ble and fruitleſs; it would have anſwered no valuable puff ritiſh 
poſe, and would have been fatal to numbers of our mal he begi 
ſeveral of whom died the preceding day with heat. Wi orders 0 
to conclude my account of this day's tranſactions, without «Ml he inf 
preſſing my obligations to the officers, and army in genen the 
I thould do injuſtice to their merit, and violence to my 0 rance, 
feelings. They ſeemed to vie with each other in manitelnW 3 
their zeal and bravery. The catalogue of thoſe who di tot 
guiſhed themſelves is too long to admit of particularizi [1 Gener 
Individuals. I cannot, however, torbexr mentioning Big te by 


: . | | 5 . 
dier-General Waine, whoſe good conduct and brave of Ce 


through the whole attion deſerves particular commendatio [3 4 wg 
* The particular ſituation of General Lee at this time, a Ad 
. quires that 1 ſhould ſay nothing of his conduct. © 10 


; are f 
„He is now in arreſt, 1 3 
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Being fully convinced, by the gentlemen of this coun- 


having try, that the enemy cannot be hurt or injured in their em- 
anding barkation at Sandyhook, the place to which they are going, 
deſign and unwilling to get too far removed from the North river, 
the leſt 1 put the troops in motion early this morning, and ſhall pro- 
2d with WR ceed that way.” 

etted a The return makes the loſs of Continentals to be ſixty- nine 
tire be. killed, one hundred and forty-two wounded, and one hun— 
g of the Wl dred and thirty-two miſſing, many of the latter dropped 
my had through fatigue, and having recovered, returned to the camp. 
s, while The loſs of the Royaliſts ſaid to be two hundred and forty- 
s. Ire. five rank and file, killed and left on the field, twelve hundred 
poſe or. and fifty- five wounded, one hundred and ſeventeen priſoners, 
brigade and fifteen hundred and feventy-two deſerted. Total of their 
oodforl RF loſs after they left Philadelphia, three thouſand one hundred 
ont; but (RY and eighty-nine by the account circulated ; but not having 
ig with. Wa {cen the return made to Sir Henery Clinton cannot deter- 
ground mine this account to be accurate. 

with in. Ia Gen. Waſhington's general orders the next day after 


and the che battle, He thanks moſt ſincerely the gallant officers 
of ation and men, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves on this occaſion. He 


time the can with peculiar pleaſure inform Gen. Knox and the of- 


ind abo ftcers of the artillery, that the enemy have done them the 
once, thafſnltice to acknowledge that no artillery could be better ſerv- 


y effefte ed than our's,” 

ed of alas The night after the battle, the Royaliſts puthed for Mid— 
7 privates Ti * trom thence to Sandyhook, in their way to New- 

e1n0V4inn . 

| bis mei Admiral Gambier arrived this month at New-York with 
almoſt en wenty- five ſail of tranſports under his convoy, and a few 
nemy hi ccruits for the Royal army. | | 
mpradtic The King of France conſidered the capture made by the 


able pu Britiſh Heet, the 17th inſtant, as intended by England as 
he beginning of a war with France; he therefore iſſued his 


June. | 2 8. 


our mus A 

it. Wos! ders of this date for“ Making repriſals on England for 
without vo he inſults offered his flag.” At this period we may 
in gener 7 Bie the commencement of the war between England and 
to my dance, the former being the aggreſſor, and began hoſtilities 
manifelt 2 their reſentment againit France for their friend— 
who did p te the United States. | : 
ticularizW 2 General Waſhington, with his army, was purſuing their 
ning Big IF) way of North River. General Gates, with a diviſ- 
1d brauen et Continentals, encamped at White. plains, as a barrier 


| nendaio prevent the Royaliſts penetrating the country contigu— 
his time, New-York. | 
from Toulon, with a fleet of ſhips under his command, 
Peoſiſting of fixtecn fail, viz. 


Admiral Count D'Eftaing arrived off the Capes of Dela- 
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1778. Guns. Guns, 7 95 Guns. 
Ly Languedoc 90 Protetteur 74 Sagitaire 50 
Tonant Bo Guerrier 74 L'Engagean 36 
Czſar 74 Fautaſque 64 Chamion go 
Zelè 74 Proveace 64 I. Alemene 23 
Hector 74 Vailant 64 L'Aimable 26 


Rlarſeilles 74 

In chis fleet came about four thouſand French troops, to 
co-operate with the forces of the United States. M. Ger. 
ard alſo arrived in this fleet, being appointed by the Couit 
of Verſailles, Miniſter plenipotentiary to the United States; 

he landed at Cheſter, about filteen miles from Philadelphia, 
and proceeded to the city. Mr. Commiſſioner Deane re. 
turned in this fleet, in conſequence of a reſolution of Con. 
greſs © To inform them of the commercial matters he had 
tranſacted in France.“ 

Congreſs having now returned to their former ſeat at Phi. 
ladelphia, received a /econd letter from the Britiſh Commil. 
ſioners, to which they re/olved to give no anſwer. The 
conditions of a treaty mentioned in the letter Congreſs wrote 
them of the 17th of June, not being complied with, and the 
diſgraceful conduct of one of the Commiſſioners in endeav- 
ouring to bribe one of their members, might be the reaſons 
which induced Congrels to take the above reſolution. The 
circumſtances relative to the bribery mentioned are thus re- 
lated, and publiſhed at that time. The Hon. Joſeph Read, 
Eſq. one of the delegates for Philadelphia, informed Con- 
greſs of the means Governour Fohnſtone had uſed to ſeduce 
him to act a part injurious to his country, A lady reſiding 
at Philadelphia, who had connex1on with the Briuth (ſaid to 
be Mrs, Ferguſon, wife to the Secretary of the Commiſſion- 
ers) undertook to converſe with him, and acquainted him 
that Governour Johnſtone had expreſſed to her his wiſhesto 
engage Mr. Read's intereſt to promote the object of thr 
commiſhon, viz. a reconciliation between the two counties, 


if conſiſtent with his principles and judgment, and that in 


ſuch caſe, it would not be deemed unbecoming in govern 
ment to take a favourable notice of ſuch conduct, and that in 
this inſtance, he (Mr. Read) might have ten thouſand pounds 
iterling, and any office in the Colonies in his Majeſty's gilt.” 
Mr. Read's reply redounds greatly to his honour, and ſhoul! 
not be omitted, He ſaid, he was not worth purchaſing, bit 
{in as he was, the King of Great Britain was not rich enough 
to ao tit, | 

Ihe injudicious conduct of Governour Johnſtone, ruined 
his credit with Conyreis, and cauſed them to with-hoid 
all correſpondence with him; kor as ſoon as Congreſs wete 
acquainted wich it, they paſled the following reſolves, Vis 
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co phat the particulars mentioned in Mr. Read's declaration, 
3) nin the opinion of Congreis, cannot but be conſidered as di- 
30 rect attempts to corrupt and bribe the Congreſs of the Uni- 
25 ee States. | | 
26 bat as Congreſs feel, ſo they ought to demonſtrate, the 
| bigheſt and moſt pointed indignation againſt ſuch doings and 
ps, to attrocious attempts to corrupt their integrity. 
Ger. © That it is in compatible with the honour of Congreſs to 
Court hold any manner of correſpondence with the ſaid George 


tates ; Vohnſtone, Elq. eſpecially to negociate with him upon at- 
lphia, fairs in which the cauſe of liberty and virtue are intereſted ; 
and for the propriety of ſuch condutt, we make and publiſh 
to the world this our declaration,” | | 
Such was the reſult of Governour Johnſtone's manage- 
ment, or rather mi/management, | 
at Phi. ER The ſettlement of Wyoming on Suſquchannah river, 
mmiſ. WE ſuffered a general mallacre of the inhabitants. Some who 
The bad been eye witneſſes of the diabolical proceedings, having 
; wroie eſcaped, related the circumſtances of the mailacre, which 
ind the vas perpetrated by Cortes and Indians; from the printed ac- 
ndeav- 115 count collect, 
reaſons 1 That this ſettlement was made by the people of Con- 
The MMF netfticut on a grant of land purchaſed by them, under ſang— 
hus re-. tion of the government of Indian protectors; and thele 
1 Read, lands falling within the limits of the Pennſylvania claim, a 
d Con- diſpute concerning the right, had ariſen between the 1wo 
ſeduce governments, who had proceeded to frequent acts of hoſtili— 
-eſiding ues. When it was at a height that threatened the diſturbance 
(ſaid to ot the other governments, Congreſs interpoſed, by whole 
niſſion- recommendation and authority the deciſion of the diſpute 


ed him Vas ſuſpended, till that with Great Britain, equally intereil- 
riſhes!'o ing to every American State, was concluded, when they 
of thor might be more at leiſure to attend to the other, and con— 


untwuics, Wl lider the juſtice of each claim.“ 


| that in The lettlemer.” conſiſted of eight townſhips, each contain- 
govern. ins five miles ſquare (the river navigable for flat bottom 
d chat in boats) and produced large quantities ol grain of all ſorts, fruit, 
pounds bemop, flax, &c. and ſtock of all kinds ; inhabited by about 
s gilt.” Wl? thouſand families, who had furniſhed the Continental army 
d hound with many hundred foldiers, &c. The tory inhabitants had 
ing, but se them ſome Cifturbance before General Harkermer's 


Fe 4 8 2 5 . . 
 enousl WE battle at Oneida creek ; ſome of theſe had been ative in 


Ws up the Indians to acts of hoſtility, after they got their 
> ruined ae from the whig inhabitants, who had taken up, aud 
*th.hold ecured them for a time. The ſettlers were ſu ſpicious of their 


3 3 er * 7 . . . 1 

Is hn, and prepared themſelves for defence; the Indiaus 
5 a! 1 111 * Yar = i 8 5 y hy , 
> wy pretended they were lor peace, but their real deſian 
: eas 116 > » — — = P 8 : : b - 
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months of April and May, {trolling parties of Indians an; Med of 
tories made incurſions. ; men fr 
In this manner began the deſtruction of Myoming, and in the rig 
this month it was completed; and (the account ſays) Al Heft by 
thoſe flouriſhing ſettlements were reduced to a ſcene of de. {MillGenerz 
ſolation, and horrour, beyond deſcription, parallel, or credi- Wi 


Har, mai 

bility.““ Rh, | re unc 

The King of Great Britain, ued orders to ſerze Freud i On « 

property; theſe orders operated ihe ſame as a formal declara. rom N 
tion of war againſt France. our. 

The city of New-York, which had ſuffered greatly by ere of 


=D ter the 
eturn i 
lar, 
nc of t 
Ws pro 
really 
Diitting 


fire ſoon after the regulars had got poſſeſſion, underwent ; 
like diſaſter in the beginning of the month, and was immedi. 
ately followed by a tremendovs exploſion occaſioned hy 
lighining, which ſtruck an ordnance ſloop in the eaſt river, 
ſaid to have on board two hundred and forrty-five barrels of 
gunpowder, by which means the houſes in that part of the 
city were much damaged, | 


Aug. 6. Monſieur Gerard, the French Ambaſſador, had his fir{t au- is ſhip: 
dience of the American Congreſs on this day. iſconce 

Another expedition to Newport being planned, Count Lhe « 

 D'Eftaing with his fleet from Sandy-Hook, anchored of Me bel 


3 1 ith ne 


Point Judith the 29th of July, and blocked up Newpor 


harbour. An army was collected from the four New Eng. Hanced i 
| land States, who were joined by Glover's and Varnun's brave 
5 blrigades from the continental army, the whole commandel ention 
1 by Major-General Sullivan. The Marquis de la Fayette, e day 

and Major-General Greene, came from the American cam and | 


to ſerve us as volunteers in this expedition. Many of the moi eatert 
reſpectable characters voluntarily engaged in it. Major mp, a 
General Hancock, from Boſton, undertook to command one e can 
diviſion of the troops. The French troops, about fon ma, 
thonſand, landed from the ſhips on Conanicutt iſland, about WR þ4 elew 

three miles diſtant, but were afterwards taken on board F<" pr. 

again. The fleet made a movement into Newport harbour, BF + * t 

In paſſing the enemy's batteries they were fired on, but fe Mie tha 

ceived little damage. | br th 

On Sunday, about eight thouſand troops landed on Nev -mſely 

Aug. 9. port ifland, and took poſſeſſion of two of the enemy's torts mon 
and the whole iſland north of their lines, about two mi In the 

from the town, without a gun fired on either fide. Te Enera] 

enemy evacuated them, and retired to their works neate 7 

cet. 


the town, The advance of the beſieging army was compa 5 
b tl was 


* The particulars of the deſlrulion were publiſhed in H Bol 
American newſpapers, and the Britiſh Annual Hegiſler ji on, ! 
ad e 
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eatly by 


? : far, matters ſucceeded to their wiſhes; 
re ſuncertain. 


: rom New-York, appeared off the mouth of New 
pour, His fleet conſiſted of twenty {a 
ere of the line. | 


the A mexican War. 


d of the light troops, independent companies, and fifty 


men from each brigade, commanded by Colonel Livingſton, 
the right wing of the army by Major-General Greene, the 
Weit by Marquis de la Fayette ; the ſecond line b 


y Major. 
eneral Hancock, and the reſerve by Colonel Weſt. Thus 


On or about the 10th, Lord Howe, with the Britiſh fleet 
port har- 


Count D'Eſtaing immediately put out 


erwent e ter them, when a violent ſtorm aroſe, and prevented his 
immedi. {MWeturn in ſeaſon to aſſiſt the army beſieging Newport. The 
oned by far, of ſeventy- four guns, had a ſmart engagement with 
aſt river ne of the Britiſh, in which the French Captain loſt an arm 
arrels nd proceeded to Boſton, The French fleet having ſuffered 
t of the reatly in the ſtorm, the Count was under a neceſſity of 
Wy Þitting the expedittan and proceeding to Boſton to repair 
s firſt au. is ſhips, where he arrived the 28th. This circumſtance 
concerted the plan laid for regaining the iſland. 
„ Count e enemy having intelligence of the movements of the 
zored oe beſiegers, came out early in the morning of the 2th 
New poit I ith nearly their whole torce, in two columns; they ad. 
ew Eng. Manced in two roads and attach the light corps, who made 
'arnun brave reſiſtance. General Sullivan's letter to Congreſs, 
2manded enuons the particulars ol the action, which laſted through 
Fayette, Me day and ended in the repulſe of the enemy; they retir- 
an canp and left him in poſſeſſion of the ground, their loſs being 
the moi E eater than his. After the action, his troops retired to 
Majo. p, 2nd the enemy employed themſelves in fortifying 
and oe camp through the night, The loſs, by a particular re- 
out four rn made to the General, was, on his fide, two bundred 
1d, about d eleven killed, wounded and miſſing. Some, who were 
n board en prifoners at Newport, and came out on parole, report- 
harbour t the Royaliits had three hundred and fix killed, and 
„ but re. ere than double that number wounded, and had left them 
bt thouſand ſtrong in Newport. The Royaliſts availed 
on Ney; mſelves of the departure of the French fleet, and Sir H. 
y's fort mon tarew in large ſuccours from New. Vork, 
wo mil lu the eVetung of the goth, the day after the action, the 
de. The JE neral Iecelved a leiter from General W aſhington, in— 
s near wing him tha Lord Howe had failed a ſecond time With 
compol. cet. t the ſame time he receive 


ed in (v8 m Boſton, Wat the French f. 


1 lot * 1 non 
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but the events of war 


An Hiſtorical Journal of 


110 


1778. timely his retreat took place, as an hundred ſai] of the enemy' 
ſhips arrived in the harbour, the morning after the retreat, 
This was accompliſhed on Sunday the goth; the army bring. 
ing off with them all their baggage, ſtores, &c. without ſuf. 
tering any loſs or damage, while doing it. In the general 
orders iſſued by General Sullivan, he“ Cogratulates his ar. 
my upon a retreat from an iſland in the face of an enemy of 
ſuperior force, and who had beſides the commana of the 
water, Under theſe circumſtances, to perform a retreat 
without any confuſion or diſorder, mutt reflect the higheſt 
honour on the brave troops he had the honour to command,” 
In this manner ended the third expedition undertaken to 
recover Newport from the Ropyaliſts. 5 
This month the trial of Major-General Lee came on at 
Brunſwick before a Court Marſhal appointed for the pur. 
poſe. The charges exhibited againſt him were, viz. 
The diſobedience of orders, in not attacking the enemy 
the 28th of June, agreeable to repeated inſtructions. 
For miſbehaviour before the enemy on the ſame day 
in making an unneceſſary, diſorderly, and ſhameful retreat. 
“For diſreſpect to the Commander in Chief, in two letters 
dated June 28, and july 1.“ | 
The Court were of opinion, that he was guilty ; and their 
ſentence was, That Major-General Lee be ſuſpended from 
his command in the armies of the United States, for the 
ſpace of twelve months.“ 1 
In 1753, this officer was a Lieutenant in the Britiſh army. 
In 177 2, he was promoted to the rank of Lieut. Colonel, and 
his name was in the army liſt till 1773, during which time he 
received half pay. Report ſays that being deſguſted at not 
being raiſed to the rank of a full Colonel, when a vacancy 
preſented, he left England, came to America and reſided in 
Virginia at the commencement of the American war, in which 
he early engaged, and Congrels appointed him a Major— 
General in their army, Being taken priſoner by the enemy, 
he was detained by them at New-York, tor many months; 
bat being exchanged he returned to his command in the 
Continental army. He is deſcribed to have been a perſon 
ol abilities, education, and bravery, but appears to have had 
a larger ſhare of ambition than was conſiſtent with the rel 
pet due to the orders of a ſuperioar ollicer. 


* ' . 0 Mo 0 3 
* In January, 1780, Congreſs diſmiſſed him from has ran 


in the Continental army, and he retired from it. 


29s, win has ltje, have ſince been publiſhed, 


In Odober 
. 1732, he died at Philadelplia, A volume of his uu. 
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| General Gray, from New-York with a detachment of 1778. 
ntiſh troops, burnt the town of New-Bedford, in Dart. 


mouth, in the State of Maſſachuſetts bay. | Sept. 6. 

About the middle of this month, arrived at New-York, | 
E from Halifax, Admiral Byron, with a ſquadron of Britiſh þ 
men of war, to obſtrutt the operations of Count D*'Eftaing, Ws 
In America, and to ſupport and aid the King's naval force, = 
already on that Ration. His fleet ſuffered much in their paſ. 
age from England, and were not in a condition for ſervice, 
for near a month after their arrival, Lord Howe havin 
5 reſigned his command of the fleet at New-York, to Admiral 
T Gmbier, he prepared for his return to England. | 10 
= Governour Johnſtone, finding he could not act with Con- | | | | 
6 grels in the character of a Commiſſioner, accompanied Lord py ; 


Hove in his voyage to England, 5 Þ 1 
Dr. Ferguſon, Secretary to the Britiſh Commiſſioners, Li 
8 forwarded ſundry papers to Congreſs, viz, a declaration ſign- TU 


Bcd © George Johnſtone,” another ſigned by Carlifle, || 
Clinton, and Eden, and a third declaration ſigned by the | 


y ſchree laſt mentioned Commiſſioners, containing a requiſition 
t. Neelative to Burgoyne's troops, captured laſt year at Saratoga. 
3 WGovernour Johnſtone's declaration reſpetts the reſolve of 
Congreſs, relative to his attempt on the fidelity of one of 
ir heir members, which reſolve he 1mputes to be calculated 
m by Congreſs to delude the people of America and to defeat 
he he defign of the Commiſſioners in effecting an accommoda- 
non, which (he ſays) he would not by any means prevent; and 
iy, erefore declines acting any more as a Commiſſioner, The 
nd econd declaration ſets forth, That the other three Com- 
he Riſſioners had not any knowledge of the conduct of Gov- 
not {MWErnour Johnſtone, in tampering with Congreſs, till they 
\cy Weed it in the newſpapers.” 
115 This paper contains reflections on France, and aſſerts 
ich That the offers of France to the American Commiſſioners 
or. here, was in conſequence of aplan oi accommodation pro- 
my, Poled by Britain.“ It alſo expreſſes Their afloniſhment that | [ 
13; lis people ſhould prefer an alliance with France (if we un- : 
the eirſtand their meaning) to a ſuhmiſſion to the government | 
fon WW! England,” In the third declaration they demand an 
had nmediate releaſe of Burgoyne's troops, and to induce to a 
rel. {Wompliance, they offer to ratify on the part of Great 
Þ:1tain, the articles of the Saratoga convention, 
In what light, Congreſs viewed this offer may be ſeen by 
Dy” Peir reſolve, viz. + That no ratification of the convention 
10 her p! Saratoga, which may be tendered in conſequence of pow- 
vri, which may reach that caſe by conftruftion and implica- 


bon, or which may ſubject whatever is tranſacted relative to lt 
% the future approbation, or diſapprobation of the Parlia- 
[int of Great Britain, can be accepted by Congrels.“ 
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point of time, when every public intimation that could be 


iſts, headed by a tory. On its being intimated to me, 
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W, H. Drayton, Eſq. {one of the South- Carolina dele. 
gates) in a letter publiſhed*-and- addreſſed to the three Com. 
miſſioners' anſwers to the foregoing declarations, and exam. 
ines with preciſion the proceedings of Parliament, relative 
to the conciliatory plan. He juſtifies the conduct of France, 
and proves from the Parliamentary debates, That the of. 
fers of France made on the 16th December, 1777, was at i 
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uon,“ and ſi- 


given of a perſeverance in meaſures of coercion on the 
part of Great Britain, actually and clearly exiſted; which 
nullifies the aſſertion of the Commiſhoners, mentioned above, 
„That the offers were made by France, in conſequence of } 
plan of accommodation previouſly concerted in Great Brit. 
i | 

The German-Flats, a fine fertile country, conſiſting of 
about one hundred houſes, fituated on both fides the Mo. 
hawk river, was laid in aſhes by the Royaliſts—the inhabi. 
tants having timely notice, eſcaped. 

Major-General. Lord Stirling at this time commanding a 
diviſion of Continentals in the Jerſies, wrote to Congreſs a 
relation of the maſſacre of ſome of Colonel Baylor's regiment 
of horſe, who were ſurprized the latter end of this month 
in a barn in Harringtown, near Tapan, by a party of Royal: 


ſays his Lordſhip, © that Congreſs was deſirous to know the 
particulars of the maſſacre of Colonel Baylor's regiment, 
I deſired Dr. Griffith, ſurgeon and chaplain to General 
Woodford's brigade, and who attends Colonel Baylor, and 
the other wounded priſoners, to collect all the evidence he 
could of that barbarous affair. I have juſt now received 
collections on that horrid ſubject.” The collection con. 
tains the affidavits and depoſitions of a number of ſoldiers 
belonging to that unfortunate regiment, who ſolemnly de- 
Clare, that after they had ſurrendered, and aſked for quarter, 
it was refuſed. Thomas Hutchinſon, ſergeant of the third 
troop, eſcaped unhurt, but heard the Britiſh ſoldiers cry out, 
« Shver him,” repeatedly, Cullency, of the firſt troop, who 
received twelve wounds, ſays, * That when the enemy en. Wn'® ; 
tered the barn where his troop lay, he and the men aſced N Clinton and 
for quarter and were refuſed; that the Britiſh Captain, Bull, date. It off 
of the ſecond light infantry, after enquiring huw many of . with the revi 
the rebels were dead, on being told the number, ordered all future infrin 
the reſt to be knocked on the head, and that his orders were Great Brita 
executed on five or {ix of the wounded.” Benſon, of the rea thetr ff, 
ſecond troop, received alſo twelve wounds, he declared be his ſeems t 
heard he men in the barn with him, aſk for quarter, which e which th 
was returned with wounds, and abuſive language; he thought Wt comply 
it in vain to aſk for quarter himſelf, as he heard the ſoldiers eie to exp 


W FFF 
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See tis letter printed in the public paper. 
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1 reply to the others that begged it“ that their Captain had or- 
W ered them to ſtab all and make no priſoners.” Thomas Tal- 
% of the ſixth troop received fix wounds; he declared 
„That atter the enemy had taken him and partly ſtripped 
bim, the ſoldiers enquiring of their Captain, what ſhould be 
2 done with him, he ordered him to be killed, and after that, 


ebe received ix wounds in his breaſt with their bayonets at 
different times. Southward, of the filth troop fays, ** That 
| WE five men out of thirteen of their regiment, in the barn with 
„him, were killed outright, and the reſt, except himſelf, bayo- 


; WE netted ; that he heard the Britiſh officer order bis men to put 
i all eio death, and afterwards aſk, if they had finiſhed all— 


that they offered quarters to ſome, who on ſurrendering them- 


F WE (clves, they bayonetted,” The depoſitions of ſeven others 
>) aueſted by Governour Livingſton, of the Jerſies, confirm 
i. che above declarations. Mr. Morris, Lieutepant and Adju— 

ant in Baylor's regiment received ſeven wounds; he ſolemn— 
z hy declared that upon begging his lite after he had ſurren— 
2 dered, they replied yes, d—n ye, we will give you quarters, 


mand then ruſhed on and ſtabbed him with their bayonets, and 
1 a tripped him of all his clothes, 


|. WE The latter end of this month an hazardous enterprize was 


„ Whundertaken and bravely executed by Major Silas Talbot of 
he the State of Rhode-Ifland, in a ſmall ſloop mounting only 
nt, Nrvo carriage guns, having on board about ſixty volunteers. 
ral hey ran along-lide the Pigot galley, belonging to the Britiſh, 
nd ſtationed at Seconnet pallage, near Newport, which they 
he {WH boarded and took, and conducted her ſafely to Providence. 
ed be Pigot was well manned, had a heavy bow gun, and 


n. mounted eight twelve pounders. 

es The laſt manifeſto or proclamation of the Britiſh Commil- 
le. oners at New-York, was publiſhed and circulated through 
er, he Uaited States, it was addreſſed © To the members of 
ird WW Congreſs, the members of the General Aſſemblies or Con— 
ut, ventions of the ſeveral colonies, plantations and provinces, 
cho Kc. and all the other iahabitants of every rank and denomina- 
en- uon,“ and ſigned by three of the Commiſſioners, viz. Carlille, 
.:1 Clinton and Eden ; it was to be in force forty days from the 


| date, It offers a general or ſeparate peace to the colonies, 


of With the revival of their ancient government ſecured againſt 
all future intringements, and protetted forever from taxation b 

'ere W Great Britain, ef they would relinquiſh ther independence, 
the eat Heir faith with France, and ſubmit to the Britiſh yohe. 
| be his ſeems to be the plain Engliſh conſtruction of the texms 
ci Bn which they offer peace; but if the United States would 
ght not comply vith them, then the manifeſt» {aggelts, © They 


eto expect more ſevere expreſſions of Britiſi vengeance. 


04. g. 


1 * — 


Oct, go. 


Nov. 5. 


miſſioners call the bleſſings they are impowered to confe; 


colonies (in which deſcription this manifeſto places then 
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The manifeſto contains alſo a recapitulation of what the Con 
and a warning of the continued train of evils to which th 


are at preſent blindly and obſtinately expoſing themſelyg' 
&c. &c. | 

The Commiſſioners explicitly declared that they had ei 
er authority or inclination i acknowledge the colonies to 
independent—and Congreſs having informed them“ Thy 
they would treat with Great Britain on no other terms;” | 
put an end to the negociation, and the Commiffſioners pre 
pared to leave the continent. 

This day Congreſs publiſhed their reply to the dec/aratin; 
of the Commiſhoners, after mentioning the cauſe of Amen. 
ca taking up arms, that it was the oppreſſibe and iyranoy 
meaſures of Great Britain, and brieily reciting the cruel 
that had hitherto been exerciſed by their troops and ner 2 body © 
acting againſt the States; they lay, © That ſince their income, whοο w 
gible diſpoſitions cannot be touched by kindneſs and con. Hppole their p 
paſſion, it becomes the duty of Congreſs, by other means, u emy marc! 
vindicate the rights of humanuy,” and conclude with the tol. F ah made K. 
lowing words: © That if our enemies prefume to execht e ground 
their threats, and perſiſt in their preſent mode of harbanh Wc conceain 
we will take ſuch exemplary vengeance as ſhall deter other getting in! 
from a like conduct.” They appeal to that God who ſearch nun hne ad 
eth the hearts of all men for the rectitude of their intentions WR eceeded. 
and in his holy preſence declare,“ That as they are not moi. Pond ot lus f 
ed by any light, or haſty ſuggeſtions of anger, or revenge; different ra 
through every poſſible change of fortune they ſhall adheie bu-commiffie 
this their determination.” | ry eight pie 

The Somerſet man of war of ſixty-four guns foundered nM barrels of 
Boſton bay. @/1tal of Geo 
Count D'Eftaing, with the French fleet, ſailed from B of pre 
ton. "Their particular deſtination unknown at this time, tv F< Colonel's 
any but the Admiral, whoſe characteriſtick was to condudt he Royaliſts, 
affairs with great ſecrecy. Admiral Byron with a ſquat: 8 eleven wo 
ron of Britiſh ſhips came on the New England coaſt 10 eie lound de 
tercept him, but miſſed his aim. The ſame day the Com hat generally 
Boſton, Commodore Hotham happenedto ſail from Sandyho WR © wounde 
with ſome men of war and tran{ports, having on board G Alter this f. 
era! Grant, with five thouſand troops for the Weſt- Indies 1 look poſſe 

Lord Carlifle and William Eden, Eſqr, two of the 3:11 WR es from Sa 
Commiſhoners, embarked at New-York for England—« bn Thele ſuc, 
companied by General Earl Cornwallis. ander ar 

Lieutenant Colonel Archibald Campbell, who em bar” "© Calnpayy 
at New-York the 27th ot the lait month, on an expedia checked. 
to Geo/g ia, arrived there the third day of December. * 
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the American Wer, 


had for a conſiderable time, previous to this under- 
5 Rm employed agents in the remote and interior parts of 
: no the Britiſh {ervice, and ſwearing. them to lecrecy. 

A conſideration of this circumſtance, the previous enliſt— 
ent of che inhabitants, together with that other, the num— 
Jer of Scots inhabiting the ſouthern States will che eck our 
prize at Colone! Campbe! I's fucceſs fo ſoon atter his ar. 
Si val. 
Commodore Hyde Parker anchored in Savannah river, the 
lay alter Colonel Campbell had arrived. The Royaliits 
ade an incurſion with about 3000 troops, aſiill ed E the . 
Woya! inhabitants. (Ihe Cherokee Indians were 11v coy ao 
eir ſervice, but they declined going to war at this tim 

S General Prevolt, with a force from St, Augulline, "took 


IRR 


201; 


zen. 5 
101; 0 of Sunbury, while Colonel Campbell got poſſeſ. 
un of the town of Savannah. He alſo gained an alvantage 


ver a Dagy of Carolina forces upder General Howe of that 
: ate, who were potted at {ome diflance trom the town to 
yt their prog grels; but unluc Kily for the Carolintans, the 


ary 
orn. 


on. 

d ens, as ſecretly through 2 Iwamp or morals, IP 
$10 | 

% eh made known to them by a negro. © The happy {lace 


Wl the ground (lays Colonel! Cainpbell s account} tavoured 


cu 
| ? * concealment of this manceuvre, and gave opportunity 
then | getting in ihe rear of Genet: al Howe? s troops, and the 


. mb line advancing forward, made a ſudden. attack, and 
| bcceeded,” Colonel Campbell gives a very ſplendi fi as 
13 ok his ſnccels. He ſays © That thirty- ht ofhcers 
different ranks, fell into his hands; tour hundred and llity 
bn-commiflion officers and privates, one ſtand of colours, 
„ erghit pieces of cannon, twenty- three m Ortats, mneiy- 
Pur barrels of powder, the fort with all its ſtores, and the 
W vital ol Georgie, the ſhipping 1 in the harbour, and a large 
? _ of proviſions ;” and all this was done (according 0 
De Colonel's account) without any other loſs on the ide of 
| We Roy ailits, than that of a Captain, and two privates killed, 
a eleven wounded. On the lide 'ol the Conguered eighiy 
ere found dead and eleven wounded, This is contrary to 
\ Wi generally happens ; the orcateſt number being uſually 
be wounded ; but the above is the congueror's account, 1 
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Cot g After this ſaccels the enemy marches to Cherokee-hill, 
168, Wl 100k poſſeſſion of the town of Ebe enezer, about thirty 
ritich : Giles from Savannah, and then advanced fif ty miles above 


Theſe ſucceſſes were indeed 1). attering, and te fortunate 
h ander anticipated a the conquelt of that whole N 


ene campaign; but their progrels and proſpects were ſoon 
checked. 
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The Royalifts ſtruck a ſevere blow in the northern qua. 
ter. A body conſiſting of about ſeven hundred Indian, 
tories and ſoldiers went to Cherry-valley, a ſettlement aboy 
ſixty miles above Albany, which they deſtroyed, mallizcre 


ſeveral of the inhabitants, men, women and children, with 


Col. Alden of Duxbury, Maſſachuſetts State (who command. 


ed a party of about two hundred and fifty continental troop! 
ſtationed there) and made priſoners of the Lieutenant-Coly. 
nel and many of the inhabitants. The account of this trag. 
ical affair ſays, * That one hundred and eighty of the lurviys 
ing inhabitants had neither houſe, nor provilions, and were 
almoſt naked, and deſtitute of money to provide themlelve; 
with neceflaries.” The reporter ſays further,“ That three 
men were killed, all the reſt were helplels women and chil. 


_ dren,” 


This month, the laſt manzfe/?o publiſhed in America by 
the Britiſh Commiſſioners, became a ſubje& of ammadver. 
ſion in both Houſes of Parliament, The Marquis of Rot. 
zngham called the attention of the Houle of Lords to it, and 
holding it in his hand, ſaid, © It was a proclamation contrary 


to humanity, to chiiſtianity, and to every idea of virtuous 


olicy.” An objection being made to introducing papeis 
into the Houſe without firſt addreſſing his Majeſty for lee 
—andthe Marquis having made a motion for ſuch an addicts 
The Biſhop of Peterborough aroſe and ſaid, ** That in tax 
account ot the extraordinaries of the army {or the lat yer, 
charges were made for the tomahawk and ſcalpung-knife, thit 
is for the Indians in our ſervice exerciſing their horrid butch. 
eries, and he ſuppoſed from the proclamation, ſuch expenic 
would be continued. It is our duty to act as chriſtians, to fo 
ten the horrors of war,” Kg. Lord Camden ſaid, * The 
declaration in the proclamation held forth a war of r7cvenge, 


ſuch as Moloch in Pandemonium of hell, adviſed, that the 


proclamation ought to be damned, for it would fix an 10vet 
erate hatred in the Americans, againſt the very name of Eng- 
liſhman, which would he left as a legacy from father to ſon, to 
the lateſt poſterity ;” he added, * That the Lords ſhould con. 
ſider, that they were chriſtians, and that their enemies weile 
the ſame,” | | 

In the Houſe of Commons a motion was made by hit, 
Cooke, © That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majel 
ty, to expreſs their diſſatistaction with thoſe paſſages in ine 
manifeſto which" indicates © That hitherto conſidering that 
America would again return to her allegiance, and be a {ource 
of advantage to Great Britain, they had refrained from thi 
extremes of war, and the deſolation of the country, but tat 
the war would afſume a different ſhape if America joined 
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herſelf with France, that ſhe might be rendered of little fer- 
vice to that power, and pray his Majeſty to diſavow all 
knowledge of that paſlage.” Mr. Burke, gave his ſenſe of 
« The extremes of war,” they meant he ſaid the killing man, 
ſara ee child, burning their houſes, ravaging their lands, 
annihilating humanity from off the face of the earth, or ren- 
dering it ſo wretche( that death would be preferable.” He 
aſked, againſt whom is the dreadful menace pronounced ? 
Not againſt the virulent, and the guilty ; but againſt thoſe 
who, conſcious of rectitude, acted to the beſt of their ability 
in a good cauſe, and ftood up to fight for freedom, and their 
country.“ Lord George Germain ſpoke on the other {ide in 
the debate, and attempted to ſoften, and explain away the rig- 
our of the expreſſions, by ſaying, “ That the calamities 
threatened, would be confined within the bounds of neceſſity.“ 
He would not agree that any cenſure ſnould be thrown on 
the Commiſhoners. The majority prevailed, and Mr. Cooke's 
motion did not obtain. Many of the patriotic Lords and 
gentlemen reprobated it, but the greater part excuſed and 
palliated it. | - 

On the Houſe of Lords reſiſting the motion, © To expreſs 
their diſpleaſure at the manifeſto, thirty-one of them enter- 
ed their proteſt, © We chooſe {ſay theſe noble proteltors) 
to draw ourſelves out and to diſtinguiſh ourſelves to poſteri- 
ty, as not being the firſt to renew, to appove, or to tolerate, 
the return of that ferocity which a beneficial religion, en- 
Iighened manners, and true military honour had tor a ume 
baniſhed the chriſtian world.“ 


Among ſt theſe nobles are the names of Rockingham, Peter- 
borough, St. Aſaph, Grafton, Richmond, Abingdon, Manche. 
ter, Portland, Effiigham, Coventry, Camden, Sc. &c. 

Jen of the noble Lords who proteſted, their fortunes all 
together, make up above {200,000 ſterling per year, Yet 
theſe are the men, whoſe ſentiments muſt avaul notlung at ſo 
critical and important a period. 55 

© Three of ths right Reverend, the bench of Biſhops, Drs. 
Yorke, Hurd, and { the Biſhop of London Dr. Low, ſtruck 
wih the frequent appeals made by the minority Lords to their 
feelingsand chriſtatni! y, went out of the houſe before the diviſ- 
ono motion) not being able to reconcile a manifeſto to their 
conjerences, which ſo dijſhonoured the holy religion which they 
profeſs. The Biſhop of St. Aſaph Shihley | and Peterbor - 
ough | Hnchelifje | the true deciples of their mild and merciful 
alley, heeded the minority diviſion, but the good Archbiſhop 
of York, Dr, Markham flayed belind tn order to affiji in 
gtonng the Americans another flogging.” 

See Parker's Gencrot Adorrtt/er, of Saturday, Deceni er 


12, 1778. 
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General Waſhington cantoned his troops in the Jerſies, 


Ly) Pecks-Kill, and Connecticut, during the winter of 1778, 


The prevalence of monopoly, and extortion, had called the 


attention of Congreſs to deviſe means that had the moſt prob. 


able tendency to ſuppreſs thoſe growing evils, and being of 
opinion that regulating laws were abſolutely neceſſary, they 
divided the thirteen United States into two diitricts, and 


* 


recommended to their reſpective legiſlatures to appoint a con. 


vention to eſtabliſh a regulation of prices. 


The eaſtern diſtri, New England, complied with the re. 
commendation. A convention met at Newhaven (ConneR,) 
and formed a plan of regulation; laid it before the legi{latures 


of cheir reſpective States; and it being approved by them, 


was put into practice by almoſt all the States, excepting ihe 
Maſjachuſetts. A writer fays* © The Recuſants of that State 
prevented its univerſal execution.“ 

The Maſſachuſetts'-reaſons for ſo doing they ſubmitted to 
the determination of Congreſs, who had it in their power (lays 
this writer) to refute or overrule them, Congreſs however did 
neither; but on the contrary, on the 4th of June, 1778, pall- 
ed the tollowing extraordinary reſolve, viz, * We eas by 
a change of circumſtances in the commerce of the States, the 
regulation of prices lately recommended by Congreſs may 
be unnece{lary, and the meaſure not being vet adopted by alt 
the States, therefore reſolved, that it be recommended to the 
legiſlatures of the ſeveral States that have adopted it, 40 lut- 
pend or repeal their laws made for this purpoſe.“, 

By this extraordinary reſolve, the advamages expeded 
from laws made in conformity to their recommendation, ſix 
months before, were entirely fruſtrated, and the evils they were 
intended to remove, rapidly increaſed, 

Laws were deligned to curb and reſtrain the paſſions of men, 
2nd keep them within the bounds of moderation, and as the 
avarice of the people have almoſt univerſally overleaped 
thoſe bounds, the utility of the above regulation is apparent; 
it had a view of keeping the prices of neceſſaries within fea- 
ſonable bounds, aid the currency from conung to nothing; 
which it probably would have effected, had the authority ot 
Congreſs been exerciſed to put it in execution, The Malle- 
chuſetts muſt have ſubmitted, and the regulation become um— 
verſal, whereby the indigent would have been relie ved and the 
crying neceſſities of the armies been prevented. Upon a ſup. 
poſed change in the ſtate of our commerce, or (in other words) 
that regulation which was well and wholeſome tor the caules 
all; zned at the time it was recommended, was, it leems, grow? 


- 


* The Rea! Farmer, No, 4—in New-York Journal. 
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unneceſſary by a change of the ſtate of our commerce con- 
ſiſting in an increaſe of thoſe cauſes. Were the moſt deteſt- 
able private vices become public virtues? Were the com- 


mercial practices originally infamous, ſo transformed in ſix 


months by a change 1n the ſtate of our commerce as to be- 
come laudable ? If ſo let this change be pointed out; or rath- 


er, was not the only change, an increaſe of thoſe evils which 


Congrets intended to pluck up by the roots? If there was a 
right originally to apply regulating laws as remedy for the 
miſchiefs, the neceſſity of that remedy has daily increaſed 
with the miſchief, ' | 
Notwithſtanding the opinion of the writer expreſſed above, 
yet we cannot doubt but that Congreſs acted with a fincere 
deſire for the general happineſs, when they recommended 
a ſuſpenſion or repeal of the regulating laws people were 
divided in their ſentiments reſpecting legiſlative regulations 
of trade, ſome contending that trade will regulate tfelf ; 
whilſt others tired with waiting for ſuch a natural regulation, 
and ſeeing no bounds to the avarice and extortion that prevai- 
| ed, called for the interference of legiſlative power. 
| The Secretary to the Committee of Congrels for foreign 
| ofarrs,* under the fignature of © Common ſeuſe:“ In his 


miſſioner in France, holds up the idea, that a ſupply of arms 


a preſent to the United States, notwithſtanding, which a 
large ſum was afterwads demanded for them of Congrels, 
The French Ambaſſador, reſident at Philadelphia, viewed 
chis as a reflection derogatory to the honour of his nation, and 
| preſented a memorial to Congreſs, which produced a reſolve, 
herein they ſay, They were convinced by indiſputable 
evidence that the ſaid ſupplies were not a preſent, nor did his 

moſt Chriſtian Majeſty preface his alliance, with any ſup— 
| plies whatever {ent over to America.“ 

In a printed letter of 13th February. The Secretary ex- 
E plains his meaning: That the preſent was not from the Crown, 

but from ſome public ſpirited gentlemen in France, who in 


Im money, arms, and ammunition ; ſoon after this offer, Mr, 
Deane arrived at Paris as commercial agent for America, 
upon which the whole affair took a new turn, and he entered 
mo a commercial concern with Mr. Beaumarchais for the 
eme quantity which had been offered as a preſent, In 1777, 
Mr. Francy arrived in America to demand and ſettle the 
mode of payment tor thoſe ſupplies; the letter ſays, “ Mr. 


* Mr. T. Paine: | 


ſtrictures upon Mr, Deane's conduct, as an American Com- 


and ammunition ſhipped at France about two years ago was. 


1 Be 0 
e ſpring made a ſubſcription to ſend a preſent to America, 
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1779. Deane had negociated a proffered preſent into a purchaſe,” 
8 


Feb, 
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The Ambaſſador preſented alſo another memorial to Con, WF lize the tr 
greſs grounded on a report, That the United States had In this | 
preſerved the liberty of treating with Great Britain ſeparate. land at the 


ly from their ally.“ | | Colonel 

To ſatisfy the Miniſter on this point, Congreſs paſſed the WF Governou 
following reſolve, viz. | employed 
That as neither France, nor theſe United States may of i and Philad 
right, ſo thefe United States will not conclude either truce, Fort Sach: 
or peace with the common enemy without the formal con. Clarke, th 
ſent of their ally, firſt obtained, and that any matter and Council o. 


cruelties t! 
gates, %o 
geon of thi 


things which may be inſinuated or aſſerted to the contrary 

thereof tends to the injury and diſhonour of ſaid States,” 
The Marquis de la Fayette, at his requeſt, had a furlough, 

to pay a viſit to France, This young French nobleman 


General Waſhington charafterizes, * As uniting to all the Paper, and 
military fire of youth, an uncommon maturity of judgment,” X And the G. 
In teſtimony of the ſenſe Congreſs had of his, ſervices they ſtance of I 
directed their miniſter in France to preſent him with an i levere, the; 
elegant ſword, , and wildon 
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bound to France, Count Wildren, their Ambaſſador in Lon- 
don, preſented to the Secretary of State, Lord Suffolk, a me. 
morial reſpecting their reſtitution, An offer was made by 
the Britiſh government to purchaſe the naval ſtores, and 
pay the freight; but their High Mightineſſes refuſed, and 
inſiſted upon the ſhips and cargoes being reftored, Theſe 
proceedings occaſioned diffenfions in the republic of Holland, 
The partizans in favour of the views of Britain reſpecting 
America, embarraſſed the meaſures taken by the States Gen- 
eral for ſupporting their neutral rights and protecting the 
free trade of Holland, Amſterdam, Zele, and Zepland, were 
warm for inſiſting upon this right, and co-operating wil 
France, in preventing a monopoly of the American trade eve! 
returning into the hands of Britain. : 

The demand of the Court of London, for twelve ſhips o 
the line, and the land forces, which by treaty, Holland were 
to furniſh them with, in caſe France declared war again 
England ; was the occaſion of much altercation, The mel: 
chants and inhabitants oppoſed a compliance with this de. 
mand, complaining that the moſt unjuſt de redations bal 
been made upon their rade, under pretence of ſtopping ſup” 
plies going to Franee and America. That great part 0 
their Norway trade had been taken, and no ſatisfattion gel 
on that head. The merchants of Amſterdam led in bebe 
remonſtrances, and repreſented to the States General «Tus 
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ing chemſelves of a defile in his rear, which if they had gain- 


General Putnam's troops, amounting onlyzto ſixty, were poſt- 
Wed, who diſcharged ſome old field picces, and gave a {mall 
Irc of muſquetry. The ſuperiority of the enemy ſoon o- 


1 , n 5 R 
3 e R 1 3 * e 


Is, While their priſoner, 


the American War. 


; | their fleet and army ſhould not be employed for the ſupport of 


a power that would ruin their commerce, and would monopo- 
lize the trade of the whole world.“ 

In this ſituation were matters hetwcen England and Hol- 
land at the beginning of this year, | 
Colonel Henry Hamilton, who had acted as Lieutenant— 
Governour, at Detroit, under Sir Guy Carton, and who had 
employed his emiſlaries to harraſs the frontiers of Virginia 


and Philadelphia, was taken, with his principal aſſociates at 
ort Sackorlle, he having ſurrendered the fortreſs to Colonel 
Clarke, this day, They were condutted to Virginia—the 


Council of that State taking into conſideration the exceſſive 
cruelties they had committed on the ſubjetts of the United 


W States, reſolved © To addreſs the Governour, that Hamilton, 


Dejean, and Latouche, be put in 1rons, confined in the dun- 


geon of the publick gaol, debarred the uſe of pen, ink, and 
paper, and excluded all converſe, except with their keepers,” _ 
And the Governour ordered accordingly, This is the firſt in- 
W {tance of retaliation on the part of the States, and though 


ſevere, their conduct will juſtify to the world, the neceſſity 


W and wiſdom of the puniſhment. The Council of Virginia, 
& publiſhed an account of the proceedings relative to an enqui- 
i into the priſoners' conduct, which recites ſome of the e- 
normities committed by them, and under their orders, “ and 
W mark them, as devoid of all humanity towards thoſe unfortu- 
pate perſons who feil into their hands. | 


The Royal army was in motion, and a detachment of 


W troops from King's-bridge were ordered to Horſe-neck with 
© delign to ſurpriſe the Continentals there, and deftroy the 
alt works. Major-General Putnam who commanded a ſmall 


diviſion of Continentals in Connecticut, writes thus to the 
commander in chief: © The enemy were diſcovered at 
New-Rochelle on their advance by a ſmall ſcout, whom they 


attacked, and obliged to retire over Byram- bridge, which 
hey took up, and ſecured their retreat.“ He formed his ſmall 


body of troops near the meeting-houſe, ready to receive, and 
check the enemy, and ordered parties on both flanks to pre- 
vent the enemy's deſign of turning their flanks, and poſſeſſ- 


ed would effectually cut olf their retreat. A column of the 
enemy advanced up the main road, where the remainder of 


* See Mr. John Dodge's pranted narrative of his ſuffers 
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1579. bliged this ſmall party to abandon the place. The Genera 
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then directed them to form on a hill, a little diſtance from 
Horſe-neck, while he proceeded to Stamford, and collected 
a body of militia, and a few Continental troops, with which 


he returned, and found the enemy were going off, after plun. 


dering the inhabitants of the principal part of their effects, 


deſtroving a tew ſalt works, a [mall veſſel and ſtore, The 
few troops from Stamford purſued them, and picked up 


of the flragglers, thirty-eight ; alſo, two waggons laden 
with ammunition and plunder, they had taken at Horſe-neck, 
which was returned to their owners. 
About the ſame time another detachment conſiſting of 
about a thouſand of the thirty-third and forty-fecond, and 
light infantry of the Britiſh guards, under command of Lieu. 
tenant-Colonel Sterling, embarked at Long-Ifland, tor the 
Jerſies; they were conducted through a difficult march to 
Woodroff's farm; their deſign was to ſurpriſe Elizabethtown, 
and General Maxwell's troops quarte:ed there; but the 
vards at Crawe's- ferry diſcovered them, and gave the alarm, 


The Continentel troops were immediately collected and 


marched to the rear of the town, where the wing inhabitants 


bad retired. A detachment of the enemy were lent to the 


Governoar's | Livingſton] houſe, but being from home he 
eſcaped them, while the main body advanced to the ſkits of 
the town, till they fell into the Brunſwick road, on the tight. 
They being ſoon diſcovered and diſappointed in their plan, 
their ſtay in the town was ſhort, but miſchievous ; they ſet 
fire to all the barracks, a ſchool-huuſe, in which were ſome 
proviſions, and a blackſmith's ſhop, &c. When they began 
their retreat to their boats, General Maxwell marched ſuch 
of his troops as he had in reſerve, againſt their fear; the 
number of theſe, however, were {mal}, ſeveral parties having 
been detached at different times to hang upon them, The 
enemy perceiving their rear in danger, taced about, and pa- 
raded as if for action. A few well directed ſhot from the 
Continental artillery, induced them to renew ther retreat, 
which being too dangerous at the ferry, they moved above a 
mile up Newark-bay, while the troops marched along the 


meadow's edge, in many places up to their middle in mud 


and water. A galley, and two or three gun- boats covered 
their retreat. Ihe loſs on the Continental ſide did not ex- 
ceed twenty, killed, wounded, and miſſing. Another account 
fays, * That Maxwell's troops retook the cattle, the Roya. 
ifs had taken, and drove them to their boats; that they left 
behind a coniiderable number of their dead, and embarked 
with great precipitation, A 
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A ſummary of the military operations in Georgia, &c. 1779. 
from tlie fourth of January laſt to this date. | 
The Britiſh commanders, Campbel! and Parker, iſſued a March g1. 
| proclamation, informing the loyaliſts“ That they were airiv- | 
ed in thoſe States for their relief and protection, and invited 
je them to the royal ſtandard, to unue their force, with prom- 
o ies of protection from oppreſſion and {lavery, and ample 
n MW fatisfattion for the injuries they had received trom the re- 
k, N Lelious Americans. The ſame promiſes were made to all 
| other well diſpoſed innabitants, who, from a juſt regard to 
of WE the bleſſings of peace, reprobate the idea of ſupporting a | 
id French league infidioufly tramed, &c.“ Encourged by this . 
u- WE proclamation, a number vf torzes aimed themſelves in South- 4 
he Carolina, and ſet off for Georgia to comply with the terms | 
to ol the proclamation, and join the royal army, but were inter- 
n, cepted by a party ordered by General Lincoln of the Con- 
he tinental army (now comrnanding in this quarter; who fell 
in with and killed a conſiderable number in their conflict 
with them, 1 | 
The progreſs of the Royaliſts in Georgia was at firſt very 13 
rapid, but it was ſucceeded with a 1eveife of fortune. In 
ſeveral fkirmiſhes they loſt their ground, were obliged to 
retreat haſtily, and with great loſs. At Port-royal iſland, 
| Colonel Skirving's regiment beat the Britiſh light infantry, 
Their commander, Major Gardiner, and ſome ot his incipal 
| officers, were badly wounded ; they retited, leaving ſome 
officers and privates dead on the field. At or near Beaufort 
General Moultrie defeated a detatchment, They were 
driven back to Savannah ſo hailily as to leave a commilhon- 8 
ed othcer, one ſergeant, and thee privates wounded in a 
| houſe near the action, and their dead lying on the field: 
This body of the enemy was compoſed of picked light in- 
fantry. | 5 | 
Ou the 14th of February, Col. Pickens defeated at Geor- Wl 
gia a large body of the dilaffetted, from fix to eight hundred, Fl 
killed their two principal leaders, above twenty privates, | 
wounded many, and took ſome priſoners: Nor did Colonel 
Campbell fare much better in his propicſs from Savannah to 
Auguſta, Gen, Williamſon having vn the 16th of February, 
deſtroyed the boats he had conttructed to croſs the river, 
torced him to retreat lo precipitately as to leave his wound- 
ed behind. The Hightan {ers and Brown's Ranpers retreat- 
ed down the couniry, leaving all the back countries of 
Georgia, and a ory regiment faid to have been three 
[years enliſting, Some of the Creek Indians having been 
induced by a Britiſh depuiy to aſſiſl the Rovaliſts in Jt 
Ceorgia, a large body of them, with about tOrty Che- | 8 
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1779. rokees, ſet off to join them. General Williamſon of the 
Carolina militia having got intelligence of it, detached 1 


March 31. party under Colonels Hammond and Pickens into the India; 


was mortally wounded. 


April Os 


country, to prevent the fatal junction of Britons and Savagg, 
But the enemy being apprized of their approach on the 210 


of March, they abandoned and burnt their tort; however, ſome 


of them were overtaken and made priſoners; eight of they 
were killed among whom were two Chiefs of the ' Creeks, 
Another detachment being ſent by General Williamſon tg 
croſs Savannah river to facilitate the operations of 'Colone 


Hammond; upon diſcovery, the Britiſh commander {ej 


orders to the Carolina loyaliſts to attack them, with the :l. 


ſiſtance of the Georgia militia, In conſequence of which 
an engagement enſued which laſted two houts, when the en. 
emy gave way, leaving their commander, and ſeveral others 


dead on the field. Colonel Sharp, of the Georgia militia 


An expedition was undertaken againſt the Onondago tribe 
of Indians, who were ſettled weſt of Albany, on Onondago 


river, about rwenty-five miles from the Oneida. They having 


ated treacherouſly; ſome under the maſk of friendlhy, 
treating with Continental deputies ; while others of them 
were aiding the Royaliſts, | 

The direction of this enterpriſe was given to Brigadier 
General James Clinton, who committed the execution 0f 
it, to Colonel Van Starck, Commander of the firit battalion 
of New-York Continental troops. He had the aſſiſtance of 


Lieutenant Colonel Willet and Major Cockran of the third 


New-Yotk battalion ; the detachment under them conliſted 
of {ix companies of New-York, one of Pennſylvania, one 
of Maſſachuſetts, and one of rifles; amounting in the whole 
to five hundred and four rank and file, who rendezvouled at 
FortSchuyler, and from thence began their march, Thel 


of the Indian ſettlements in that quarter, conſiſting of aboutii: 


ty houles, and a large quantity of grain, &c. were hurm; their 
ſtock killed, about one hundred muſquets were among the plun. 
der, and the deſtruction of their ſettlements completed. Onre- 
turn of the Continentals, they met ſome Jutle interrup— 
tion from a ſmall party of Indians who fired on them, but wi 
ſoon beat back by Lieutenant Evans' riflemen. They te. 
turned to Fort Schuyler in five days and an halt from theilt 
march from thence ; the whole diſtance, going and returt- 
ing, was one hundred and eighty miles. 

The State of Virginia was invaded by a force from New- 
York, under Sir George Collier, and Major-General Mz!- 
thews, On their arrival they took the fort at Portſmout), 
the Commander of which thought it prudent to abandon , 
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Wer ſpiking the cannon. The Noyaliſis butntTeveral houſes 
and deftroyed a number of veſſels, Alterwards they march- 
Ned and took the town of Suffolk, and burnt a conſiderable 
S part of it. Two letters“ from that quarter relating this ex- 
if WW pecition of the Britith, exhibit new- ſcenes of cruelty and 

evaſtation; in one of theſe: letters dated the 22d of this 


me 
" W month, the letter writer ſays, © After burning Suffolk and 
*k; WT ſome whig houſes in the vicinity, the enemy divided their 
force, and marched part for South-quay, and part for Smith- 
nel field, a little town higher up James River. I wiſh not (ſays 
ſem che letter writer) unjuſtly to brand an enemy with cruelty, 
al. and inbumanity, but, alas! ſtubborn facts too fully juſtify 
ich me charges. A gentleman from near Suffolk, aſſures me, 
en. WS they dragged a (gentleman of conſequence, both in publick 
den and private life, an inhabitant of Naufemend county, togeth- 
ina, er with his daughters, from their houſe, carried them on 
board their ſhipping, and there, while the wretched father was 
rhe loaded with chains, the ſtill more wretched daughters (if more 
ago WF wretched it were poſſible to be) became victims to the luſts 
iv; Wi of theſe monſters of hell. Captain Davis was ſhot down as 
hip, he fat in the room with his family. Miſs D , a young 


nem 
not been heard of ſince.“ In another letter, dated Smith- 
& field, 19th ot May, Colonel Lawſon intorms the Governour 
Jol Virginia, That houſhold furniture, ſtock of all kinds, 


horſes, and in ſhort, almoſt every ſpecies of periſhable prop— 


lady of great merit, who was carried on board this fleet, has 


ler. 

[ 
[11 0 
lion 


e of {WH <11y, are effectually deſtroyed, with unrelenting fury; murder, 
bud rape, rapine and violence filled up the dark catalogue of 


E their deteftable tranſactions. 


ted ” They ſurpriſed and took a 
one mall body of Frenchmen, whom they murdered immediate- 
bot: y on the ſpot. 


20 at The Royalifts were now fulfilling the threats of the Com- 
hol: WR 77 froners in their laſt manifejto, and may properly be called 


1c fi. Ile extremes of war.” 

S Congreſs made choice of Meſſrs, Dickinſon, Lawrens and 

mich, as a committee to conſider the moſt eligible mode of 

aegoctaling a foreign loan, to what amount, and in what 

manner it might be advantageouily applied to the uſe of the 

Unted States. | 

he ſeventy-fourth regiment, called Athol's Highlanders, 
arrived at New- Vork this month to reinforce the Royal ar- 

| my there. 


Towards the cloſe of the month, Sir Henry Clinton and 
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Sir George Collier, with all the Britiſh force, naval and mil 


itary {excepting ſix companies left to garriſon New. York 


moved down north river. Whether the objects of this expe, 
tion were to reconnoitre the tiver, and attack Weſt. Point, q 
to eſtabliſh a poſt at Stonev-Point was not known unleſs u 
themſelves; it is certain, however, that notwithitanding al 
their parade, they accompliſhed nothing material excepting 
ſome labour at Stoney- Point to make it impregnable, which 
they ſuppoſed they had done —bufning a few houles, and 
taking the {mall fort La Fayette, conſtructed on the eat 
ſide of the river, which contained a garriſon of fifty men, 
who ſurrendered hy capitulation. The whole armamen 
then returned to New York in ſatety. 5 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbeil and Sir Hyde Parker, hay. 
ing returned to England and reported the wondets they had 
done at Georgia, they were rewarded, the former witha 
Colonel's commiſſion, and the latter with a flag. On ther 
departure from Georgia, the command devolved upon 
General Prevoſt (late of St. Auguſtine) who, by various move 
ments approached Charleſton, the capital of South- Carolina. 
Major General Lincoln being in his rear, and Generd 
Moultrie in his front, he took up all the bridges near their 
route and the ſeveral ſtations he had occupied to prevent ihe 
junction of thole two Generals, but they had made diſpoſ. 
tions to counteract General Prevoſt's deſigns, He had hi 
head quarters near Beaufort. His force computed to be thre 
thouſand, Count Poleſki, ol the Continentals, in a {matt 


kirmith with them, had his horſe thot under him. 


Congreſs publithed a letter from Lieutenant- Governour 


Bee to Govervour Hemy of Virginia, dated Charleſton, 


May 5, which relates their ſituation at that time, “ Thai the 


enemy were then within ſixty-five miles of the capital, and 


purfuing General Moul:rie, who, with about fifteen nundlet, 
were retiring beivie them. Governcur Rutledge will & 
bout three huudred and fifty, had marched to join Gen Lin 
coln.“ The next account given by theCarolimans was, © ] hat 
though the enemy by ihe ſupertority of their Bumbers had 
obliged them to quit leveral polts, and retreat within fire 
miles of the capital; yet here the enemy ſtopped, and deli 
ed from the proſecution of their original purpoſe ; probably 
owing to intelligence that General Lincoln was advancing 
falt upon their rear, and the garriſon at Charleſton, ſtrongel 
than he had expected,” Pts 
Genera) Moultrie's army was compoſed chicfly of militia, 
whoſe lamilies, and effetts, lay in the way of the enemy, and 
Was every moment di.niniſhing; this laid him under Us 
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WE neceſſity of retreating, and he arrived at the town the begin- 
ning of May. On the 8:h, Count Polaſki got there with 
part of bis legion; the gth, Colonel Mackintolh from Bea— 
con bridge, and a detachment from Orangeburg arrived. 
re next day Colonel Harris {who had been ſent by Gen- 
eral Lincoln to reinforce Moultrie) with three hundred Con- 
EStinentals, and Colonel Noel, with three hundred men more, 


got into the town. The forces collected there, were deter- 


BS mined to defend it. 


General Prevoſt, with his troops, encamped on the ſouth 


BS {ide of Aſhly ferry, where they appeared ſo ſuddenly as to 
prevent the ferry-boats being deſtroyed, he troops fta- 
Stoned at Charleſton, both regulars end militia, were under 
1 arms the whole night, of the 10th of Miy. The next day, 
che enemy began to croſs Alhly-ferry, their advanced party 
compoſed of light infantry, cavalry, aud ſavages, took poſt 
half a mile from the ferry, 


Count Polaſki after reconnoitring them, left a detachment 


io watch their motions, and repaired to Caarleſton, to con- 
fer with the Council. | 


During this interval, the enemy had completed their paſ- 


W {age of the river, and were advancing in three columns to- 
By wards the town, Their advanced guards confiited of two 
hundred horſe, four hundred Highlanders and Indians; their 
rear guard of cavalry. At the diſtance of five miles, ſome 
of the Count's party were ordered to fire, principally with a 
view of announcing the enemy's approach. The enemy 
made frequent halts to explore the ground, over which they 
W were to pals, The Count having ieturned to his corps, or- 
dered his infantry to form an ambuſcade, and directed a de- 
Etachment of volunteer horſe, he fell in with, to ſecond his 
W:inianiry; he advanced and made his diſpoſitions tor in— 


ducing the enemy to detach their cavalry from the head of 
their column, a cloſe fire began, both his cavalry and intan- 


guy charged, but the latter were exceedingly embarraſſed in 
their movements by the volunteer horſe, owing to a miſap- 


prehenſion of orders, Notwithſtanding theſe difficulties, 
Wand the ſuperiority of the enemy, the ground was obſtinate— 
Ih diſputed, At length the orders for retreat became neceſ- 
bey, and the enemy by their prudence in not advancing, ef= 
caped the fire of the Continental artillery. The enemy's 
os was forty-five ſoldiers and officers. The Carolinians, 


EE thirt v. 


The Count two days after, attacked a detachment of the 


enemy, took ſeveral priſoners and obliged the remainder to 
Wave themſelves by flight. Aboutten at night an alarm was 
W8'ven by one of the tentinels, which occaſioned a generat 
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fire of cannon and muſquetry from the lines, and the armed 
veſſels. ſtationed; on the flanks, in which Major Hugar, a 
valuable officer, and three privates were killed. On the 
morning of the 12th of, May, Major Gardiner. of the both, 
was met at ſome diſtance from the lines, bearing a flag 


Derby roa 
W o'clock; . 
W their way | 
ed the mai 


from General Prevoſt, Several others paſſed and repaſſed, A While ( 
but in the afternoon they were diſcontinued, and every i plundering 
Preparation made for vigourouſlly repelling a general aſſault into the h. 
expected at night, which, however was not attempted. Mi reſt of the 
Early the next. morning Count Polaſki went out with a {i cannonade 
ſmall party of horſe to reconnoure, The ſurpriſe can {carce. iſ fence, was 
iy be conceived, upon his ſending intelligence, that the Collected 11 
enemy had decamped, and recroſſed Alhiey-terry, Eleven en, that he 
deſerters and about as many priſoners were brought into W {ail to the 1 
town in the courſe of the day the reaſons beſides thoſe alrea. to be conlic 
dy mentioned, which probably induced Prevoſt ſo ſuddeny militia Was 
to retire, were his want of many neceſſaries for a ſiege, if it number ki] 
ſhould be prolonged ; his ſupplies being nearly exhauſted, publiſhed, 
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They encamped in different places in the neighbourhodd of 
Aſhley-ferry, and on James and John iſlands. On Genen 
Lincoln's coming to Athliey-terry, they drew in force to- 
wards Wappoo, and it was imagined meant to hazard an ac. 
tion, but {ſuddenly decamped and went over to John's-:fjand, 
On the 4th of this month, June part of Prevolt's army 
under Liutenant- Colonel Mauland, were intrenched on the 
main at Stono-ferry. in Which ſituation an attack was made 
on them the 20th of June, in which (it is ſaid) their corps ot 
Highlanders ſuffered much, but they having received a 
ſtrong reinforcement from John's iſland, the Aſſailants de- 
ſiſted from the attack; and Prevoſt's troops, after having 
ſhifted from place to place, made the beſt of their way back 
to Savannah, and finiſhed an unſucceſstul campaign. 

Sir George Collier and Governour Tryon, were diſpatch. 
ed by Sir Henry Clinton, to ravage Connecticut. kx About 
twoo'clock in the morning of this day, the Camilla and Scor- 


pion, with tenders, row-gallies and tranſports, to the num Wl Eras 
ber of forty-eight, anchored off Weſt-haven, having on board i e 
129 „ ; hops. 

three thouſznd land forces, part of which landed a little aiter At "RN, 
ſunriſe at Weſt-haven point. The alarm-guns in the town Wl: 1. 3X 
were fired, and every preparation (which the confuſion and A: Noro 
diſtreſs of the inhabitants would permit) was made for 1e. 5 
; | | a ME veclling ho 

ſiſtance. The bridge on Milford road was taken up. Some Enteen " Baja 
field pieces placed, and ſerved to ſuch advantage as prevented Wi Neri 
the enemy approaching the town by that route. They a Wi roclamatio, 
vanced direttly through Weſtfield, croſſed the bri'ge k Bn him. h. 

| , 
Another | 


* dee account publiſhed at Hartford, War as Horſe 


the American War. 


l Decby road, and entered the town between twelve and one 
e ME o'clock; they were however much galled and harraſſed in 
b, WT their way by the oppoſers, who drove in their guards, attack- 
ed the main body, and hung upon them. | | 
i While General Garth, with a diviſion of the troops, were 
» plundering Newhaven, CommodoreCallier brought his fleet 
into the harbour, and landed Governour Tryon, with the 
4, WE teſt of the troops, at Weſthguen, and then began a heavy 
|; {WE cannonade on the ſort at Black- rock, which, after ſome de- 


W fence, was evacuated. On Tueſday afternoon, the militia 
collected in ſuch numbers, and crowded fo cloſe upon Try- 


a W {ail to the weſtward, their loſs was unknown, but ſuppoſed 
ea. to be conſiderable, and included ſome officers; the loſs of the 
\| militia was twenty-three killed and fifteen wounded, the 


W publiſhed, mentions their outrages, burning ſtores, beating 
Wand inſulting the Rev. Mr. Dagget (late Preſident of Yale 
© college) after they had made him a priſover, abuſing Mr. 
Bears, ſenior, in his own houſe, and mortally wounding him, 
Jalſo the aged and helpleſs Captain Ingliſh, and committing 
many other enormities. On Wedneſday the ſeventh, the 
ſame party landed at Fairfield (a town of about two hundred 


1 houſes) and notwithſtanding ſomeforce there collected, they 
ae entered and plundered it, and laid the town in aſhes that 
. night. The meeting-houſe, Epiſcopal church and court— 


Jhouſe were conſumed, with the other buildings, After 


"y W plundering and burning this town, the troops returned to 
3 heir ſhipping, and ſailed to the ſhore of Long-liland, where 
" they remained till Friday, when they appeared before Nor- 


all, and at five o'clock, P. M. they landed a body of their 
rroops, ai:d burnt the town. The deſtruction made by the 
Noyaliſts in this expedition as laid before the public at the 
Wime,. | | | 155 
At Fairfield, two houſes of public worſhip, eighty- two 
welling houſes, fifty-five barns, fifteen ſtores; and fiſteen 
hops. . : 
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Welling houſes, eleven barns, ſeveral ſtores, &c. 


Velling houſes; eighty-ſeven barns; twenty-two ſtores, ſev- 
Eten ſhops, four mills, and five veſſels. 


Went him, he began his depredations. | 
| Another body of troops from King's-bridge, advanced as 
Pr as Horſe-neck. They burnt Bedford in the State of 


on, that he thought beſt to retreat on board his fleet, and ſet 


number killed exceeding that of the wounded. The account 


| At Green. Farms, one houſe of public worſhip; fitteert 


A; Norwalk, two houſes of public worſhip; about eighty. 


A Previous to theſe deſolatious, Governour Tryon iifued a 
Froclamation of protection, but before an anſwer could be 
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New. York, fifteen miles northweſt of Stamford, and then 
retired back io King's-bridge. | | 


Congrets paſſed the following reſolve in favour of 2 i 


American heroine, viz. | 

Reſolved, That Margaret Corbin, who was wounded ini 
diſabled at the attack of Fort Waſhington, whilft ſhe herd. 
cally filled the poſt of her huſband, who was killed by he 
fide, ſerving a piece of artillery, do receive during her natur; 
life, or the - continuance of the faid diſability, the one hal 


of the monthly pay, drawn by a ſoldier in the ſervice d g 


theſe States; and that ſhe now receive, out of the publi 

ttores, one complete ſuit of clothes or the value thereof i 

money.“ ” 
Brigadier-General Wayne takes the fortreſs at Sfoney- Poa, 


the well fide of King's-terry, on the banks of the Hudfor 


which Sir Henry Clinton, with his army, had lately viſe 
and put into a good poſture of defence. After having re: 
moved the artiHery and ſtores, General Wayne deſtroyed 
the fort, and left it, 1 : 

In the cloſe of his letter to General Walhington relating 


ahis affair, he ſays, © Neither the deep morals, the formidable 


and double rows of abbatis, or the ſtrong work in front ot 
flank could damp the ardour of our troops, who, in the fac 
ot a moſt tremendous and inceſſant fire of muſquetry, and 
from cannon loaded with grape ſhot forced their way, at ik 
point of the bayonet through every obſtacle. Both columns 
meeting in the centre of the enemy's works nearly at ie 
fame inſtant. Too much praiſe cannot be given to Lieuten! 
ant-Colonel Fleury, who ſtruck the enemy's Randard wil 


his own hand; and Major Steward, who commanded the 


advanced parties, for their brave and prudent conduty, 
Colonets Butter, Meigs and Febiger conducted themſelve 
with that coolneſs, bravery and perſeverance that will ever 
enſure ſucceſs, Lieutenant-Colonel Hay was wounded Ut 
the thigh, bravely fig! ing at the head of his battalion, Tir 
humanity of our brave ſoldiers, who {corned to take the liv 
of a vanquiſhed foe, calling for mercy, reflects the higbel 
honour on them, and accounts tor the few of the enemy kill 
ed on the occaſion, : | 

By the return it appeared, that the Continentals had itteet 
killed and eighty-three wounded, The enemy had {ixtj 
three killed and forty- three wounded, Five hundred and 
torty-three priſoners taken, inclutling the wounded. Colo 
nel Johnſop, commander of the fort, was among the prior 
ers; a great quantity of the military ſtores were taken, and 
the undermeniioned pieces vl ordnance. | 
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1 three ditto, 2 ten inch ditto mortar, 
2 fourteen 2 five and half inches, 
2 eighieen ditto, iron. 2 four and two. fifth iuches. 


8 twelve pounders V braſs 1 eight inch braſs howitzer, 


ot a 


d and 3 twelve | | os as 
era. General Wafhington's letter, which accompanied General 
y her Wayne's to Congrels, applauds the conduct of all the off. 
url cers and men; but there were particular ones whoſe ſituation 
e hal placed them foremoſt in danger, and made their condutt 
ce of moſt conſpicuous : Beſides the officets named in General 


ublic 


Of in 


Wayne's letter, his Excellency mentions, * That Lieutenant 
W Gitbons and Knox, who commanded the advanced partes, 
or forlorn hope, acquitted themſelves as well as it is poſlible.“ 
W With refpett to General Wayne, he obſerves, * That his 
conduct throughout the whole of this arduvus enterprize, 


Wont, 


1d(on 


Illted merits the warmeſt approbation of Congreſs, he improved 
g re. upon the plan recommended by me, and executed it in a 
ove manner that does fignal honour to his judgment, and to his 


bravery, In a critical moment of the aflault, he received a 


ating fleſh wound in the head, with a muſket ball, but continued 
Gable leading on his men with unſhaken farmnefs,” His Excel- 
nt o lency informed Congreſs, that two flags, and 1wo flaudards 
face were taken, the former belonging to tlic garriſon, and the 


latter to the ſeventeenth regiment.” - 


As diftingaiſhing marks of approbation, Congreſs directed 
that a gold medal, emblematical of the action, be preſented 


„ and 
at tht 
umn 


* 
— 


at eto Brigadier-General Wayne, and a %% r one to Licutcnant- 
uten Colonel Fleury and Major Steward, and brevets ot Captains 
with gien to Liemenant Gibbons and Knox; and that the value 
de ot the military ftores taken, ſhould be divided among the 
dull, WY g2ilant troops who reduced Stoney-point, in ſuch a manuer 
elves she commander in chief ſhould preſcribe. 

ever The fortification at Paulu's.hook (on the weſt ſide of 
ed in WW North River, oppoſite New-York city) was taken by Major 
The Lee, of the horſe. It made a faint reſiſtance, and ſurrendered. 
lie Major Sutherland and about fifteen of his men eſcaped to a 
gel [mall block-houſe on the left of t < fort; the approach ot 
; kill day, and the vicinity of the main body of the enemy, made 


N it impoſſible to bring off any ſtores. The Continentals had 


ifteen polleſſion of all the artillery and magazine, the priſoners 
{1:xtj- ere one hundred and thirty-four rank and file and fever 
1 and A © fficers ; abont torty were killed, Major Lee's loſs {aid to be 
Col % few in killed and wounded, four only is the number 
rio: mentioned. | 


1, and General Maclane with about nine hundred men, and Com- 
modore Barclay with nige armed veſſels from Halifax, 


made 2 lodgment at Pencbicot, in the eaſtern parts of the 


* 


July 15 


A . 8 12/5 6 


1 


Sept. 13. 
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Maſſachuſetts State, and took poſſeſſion of it in June haſt, 
An armament failed from Boſton this day to diſpolleſs them, 
but failed of ſuccels, and involved the State in a heavy debt 
to the private citizens who were owners of the ſhips engag. 
ed in the expedition. The Biitiſh were reinforced by ſix 


ſhips of war from Halifax under Sir George Collier, which 


occaſioneq the Maſlachuſets' troops to withdraw ; and to 
prevent their ſhips from falling into the hands of the enemy, 


the American Commodore ordered them to be deſtroyed, 


and their crews to land in the vicinity of Penobſcot, and pro. 
vide for themlelves. = 
A Briuſh fleet under command of Admiral Arbuthnot # 
deſtined for America, was detained from proceeding there, 
at the time appointed, by a diverſion the French made on 
the illand of Jerſey. The Prince of Naſſau, with filteen 
hundred volunteers from St. Maloes, making a defcent on 
the i{land the 2d of May laſt. Lieutenant-Governour Cor. 
bet on their approach, diſpatched a ſhip with information, to 


the Governour of Portſmouth, and having met Admiral 


Arbuthnot, he ordered the merchant ſhips under his convoy 


back 10 Torbay, and went with his men of war and tran. 


dorts to the relief of the iſland ; ſo that he did not arrive at 
New-York, till the 25th of Auguſt. The tranſports brought 
a reinforcement for the Royal army, of about three thouſand 
troops. One of the convoy was captured by an American 


private armed veſleFand carried into Philadelphia, having on 


board the following very valuable cargo, viz. eighty non 
cannon, two, three, four and {ix pounders with carriages, 
&c. ſixty ſwivels, ten cohorns, ſix cannonade twelve pound- 
ers, ſeven hundred round and bar ſhot, one hundred and fif- 
ty five half barrels of powder, fifty-ſive coils of cordage, and 
about five hundred and fifiy-five packages, containing, ica, 
loaf ſugar, cheeſe, ſoldier's clothing, and a variety of mer- 
oo 995 8 | 
Admiral Arbuthnot, not arriving fo ſoon as was expetted, 
was ſaid to have prevented the execution of a plan, Sir Hen- 
ry Clinton had in contemplation, of making a deſcent on 
ſome of the New-England States. e | 

The continual depreciation of the paper currency of the 
United States, is truly 4% burden of America, On this ſub— 
ject, Congreſs addreſſed the people at large, in their circula! 
letter, dated at Philadelphia, the 13th of September, and laid 
belore their conſtituents, the following ſtate of their N 3tional 
debt, viz, | 


* Late Governour of Halifax. 
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111 | Dollars. 
Bills emitted and circulating _ © 159948180 
zes borrowed before March 1, 125 5 

1778, intereſt payable in France 7545197 67-90 


Momes borrowed ſince March: 1, 
1778, intereſt payable in America 26188909 
Money due abroad, not exactly | . 


known, ſuppole — — 4000000 
The taxes brought 1n 

no more than 3027500 
Amount of loans as a- 
bove 33734195 5-90 


Which together — 


was all the money ſupplied to Congreſs by the people of 


America, 


The deſign of Congrels in this addreſs was to eſtabliſh the 


to convince them that the United States were able and wil- 
hng to redeem it, both of which were ſuſpected. They alſo 
| endeavoured to ſtimulate the people to exert themſeves, to 
pay their taxes cheerfully and punttually, and loan their fur. 
plus money as a means to reduce the quantity ot bills in cir- 
| culation, and prevent or leſſen future emiſſions. Wich re- 
ſpect to the depreciation of the currency, they ſay, * It is 


on always natural or artificial, or both; the latter is our caſe, 
non When the ſum in circulation exceeds what is neceſſary for a 
ges, medium of commerce, it begins and continues to depreciate in 
und- proportion as the amount of the ſurplus increaſes, &c.“ The 
fit. cauſe of its artificial depreciation is a diſtruſt in the people, 
and either of the ability or inchination of the United States, 10 
ica, WW redeem their bills. Their ability, Congreſs argues from the 
ner- ſucceſs of the preſent revolution in their favour, and the ſuffi- 
WE ciency of the natural wealth, value, and reſources of the 
ted, country. 2 | 
jen- To this queſtion, © Whether the national wealth, &c. of 
on the country, will be equal to the payment of her debts?“ 
They reply in this manner, Suppole that the emiſſions 
f the BF ſhould amount to two hundred million pounds, at the con- 
ſub- claſion of the war, that excluſive of ſupplies from taxes 
cular Wi (which will not be inconlidetable} the loan ſhould amount 
1 laid 0 one hundred million, then the whole national debt of the 
1004} United States, would be three hundred million. 


There are at preſent three million of inhabitants in the 
chirteen States; three hundred millions of dollars divided 
| amongit them would give to each perſon one hundred dol- 
lars; and is there an individug} in America, unable in the 


make 36751666 67-goths of a dollar, and 


credit of the paper currency in the minds of the people, and 


„„ 


Wy. 7 


hold and exerciſe all the rights of ſovereignty, appertaining io 


courſe of eighteen or twenty years to pay it? If the whole ed, conſ 
debt is aeif-d on the inhabitants in proportion to their ref. America 
pective eſtates, the ſhare of the poorer people then, would public f. 
not be perhaps more than ten dollars; the debt will not be ſions we 
payable immediately, but probably twenty years allotted for redempt 
it ; the number of inhabitants by that time, will be far poſſeſſioi 
more than double the preſent amount, as by natural ed, can 1 
population they doubled every twenty years; befides, a the faith, 
number of emigrants would come to America, who would upon to « 
aſſiſt in paying the debt; by which means every perſon's raceful 
ſhare would be continually diminiſhing, by others coming laid beo 
in to pay a proportion of it. Their ability is farther argued the cauſe 
from a conſideration of the millions of acres, contained only | mended, 
in the ſettled parts of North America, and their value. Con- credit fai 
greſs ſay, We formerly paid to Great Britain an annual tax with the 
of { 3,000,000 ſterling, in the way of trade, and yet grew rich; and taxes 
our commerce was then confined to her. We were obliged emit any 
to carry our commodities to her markets and fell them at reucy bet 
her price. We were compelled to purchaſe foreign com. Vious cor 
modities of her, and on her terms, and forbid to eſtabliſh any fons. 
manufactories incompatible with her view of gain, that in Sir An 
future the whole world will be open to us, to fell and buy of Roebuck 
thoſe whom we chuſe, and as the country increaſes in num- proviſions 
ber of inhabitants, the productions of the earth Will be pro- Congre 
portionably increaſed, &c.“ As to the inclination ot the Vo Jay 
United States to pay the debt, they ſay, That Congrels from the | 
have pledged the faith of their conſtituents for the redemp- WF Curmichae, 
tion of the bills. Their conſtituents have actually ratified the Wi etabaily, 
acts of Congreſs by receiving their bills, pafſing laws for e!- WF by Samuel 
tabliſhing their currency, and puniſhing thoſe who counter- The rav 
feit thetn ; ſo that in fact the people have pledged their faith, bs aol V; 
ad ſhould 


not only collectively by their repreſentalives, but individval- 
4 ſuſpicion that Congreſs may be aholiſnhed, and euch 


| dians, and! 
State reſuming its delegated powers may proceed in future to 
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an independent State, and that in ſuch a caſe, the Continen. 
tal bills of credit, created and ſupported by the union, would 
die with it, Kc. To obviate this objection, Congrels lay 
before them the deſign of the confederation, which was {0!- 
emn arid explicit, for the dire& purpoſe of ſupporting the 
independence of theſe States; for this end armies were rail- 
ed, and bills of credit emitted, and loens made to pay and 
jupply them, the redemption therefore of theſe bills, the pa). 
ment of theſe debts, &c. for the common benefit, and in this 
commorr cauſe, are among the objects of this confederation, 
and confequently while all or any of the objects remain un- 
att2:ge9;11 cannot fo far as it-reſpetts theſe objects be diſſol. 


” 


ed, conſiſtent with the laws of God or man. The pride of 1779. 
America {they ſay) revolts from the idea of violating the 
public faith, her citizens know for what purpoſe theſe emif- 
ſions were made, have repeatedly plighted their faich for the 
redemption of them, they are to be found in every man's 
polleſſion, and every man is jntereſted in their being redeem- 
ed, can it therefore be ſuppoſed that all America will (againſt 
the faith, honour and intereſt of ad America) be prevailed 
upon to countenance, ſupport or permit, ſo ruinous, ſo dif- 
caceful a meaſure,” &c, Congreſs having in this manner, 
laid before the States all the circumſtances of their currency, 
the cauſe of its depreciation inveſtigated, the remedy recom- 


| mended, their ability and inclination to redeem the bills of 


credit fairly argued. The people were urged to comply 
with the intention of this addreſs. Supply money by loans 
and taxes for public uſe, and thereby make it unneceſſary to 
emit any more bills, in this ny 4. it it did not make the cur- 
reucy better, it would keep it from growing worſe, the ob- 
vious conſequence of increaſing the quantity by new emiſ- 


| ftons. , 


Sir Andrew Snap Hammond arrived at New-York in the Sept. 15. 


Roebuck man of war, with a convoy of tranſports, having : 


| proviſions and a few recruits for the Royal army. 


Congreſs made choice of their Prefident, his Excellency 


E 70kn Fay, E/q. of New-York, to be Miniſter plenipotentiary Sept, 28 
| — e States, at the Court of Madrid“ and Mz My 
Carmichael, a delegate from Maryland to be Secretary to the 
embalſy. Mr, Jay is ſucceeded as Preſident of Congreſs 

by Samuel Huntington, E/q. of the State ot Connecticut. 


The ravages of the Indians on the frontiers of Pennſylva- 


nia and Virginia made it neceſſary that ſome effectual meth- 
| od ſhould be taken to reſtrain the incurſions of the In- 
dians, and ſecure the frontiers; for this purpoſe an expedition 
into the Indian country, was planned. by the commander in Sept. 30. 
chief, to attack them in their ſettlements, and the execution 
of the plan was committed to Major-General Sullivan, who 
was appointed to the chief command of it. He had under 
him the Brigadiers Clinton, Maxwell, Poor, Hand, and Pot- 
er, and a well choſen army, They were joined by a num- 
ber of Indian warriors of the Oneida, Tuſcaroroes, and Stock- 
bridge tribes at Wyoming, from whence they commenced 
E their march about the firſt of Auguſt, to the Indian ſettle- 
ments in that neighbourhood, they penetrated about ninety 
miles through a horrid ſwampy wilderneſs and barren 
mountainous deſert, from whence they paſſed up Suſquehan- 
rah. river; in their way thither are three Indian towns, at one 
Wo! which, Chamong, the Indians had a grand council. The 
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army tranſported their proviſions, ſtores and baggage to T4, 
oga by water. The troops marched on both ſides the river, 
to protect the boats from the ſavages. An advanced party, 


about ſixty, under General Maxwell fell in with a body of 
Indians, who had been doing miſchief at Minniſink, and were 
returning; he killed and captivated a conſiderable number of 
them. The army burnt Chamong, one of the chief towns of 
the Seneca's, killed and took upwards of three hundred pril. 
oners. Another town called Chemeney, at the upper part of 
the Suſquehannah, they alſo burnt, the 13th of Auguſt, with 
the plantations of corn, &c, The enemy evacuated the 
place the evening before. In the courſe of the day, General 
Sullivan had ſeven men killed and fourteen wounded, He 
obtained a victory over them at Newtown, the 29th of 
Auguſt. ; 5 

The occurrences which took place afterwards, General 
Sullivan informed Congrels of, in a letter directed to Preſi. 
dent Jay, dated September goth, from which, what follows 
relative thereto, is collected. | 5 | 

An old woman of the Cayaga nation, was found in the 
woods, who informed them, that after the. battle at New. 
town, the Indians fled in great confuſion, that they had a 
great many killed and vaſt numbers wounded. The Gener- 
al was convinced of the truth of it, as the day they left Neu- 
town, they diſcovered a great number of bloody packs, 
arms, and accoutrements thrown away in the woods, and a 
number of recent graves ; they left many warriors dead on 
the field, which is not common with them. The General 
was not able to aſcertain the number oppoſed to them at 
Newtown, but from various circumſtances, he was led to ſup. 
poſe them to have hee fifteen hundred. The time taken in 
deſtroying the corn near Newtown, employed his army two 
days. Kindais, conliſting of about twenty houſes, they re- 
duced to aſhes ; they took near a dav in deſtroying the corn 


and frut trees, of which there was great abundance, many of 


the trees appeared to be of great age, At this place they 
met an inbabitant of Wyoming, who had eſcaped the cat. 
nage in July, 1778. He ſaid he had converſed with fome 
of the tories on their return from the action at Newtown 
who cortotorated the account of the enemy ſuffering gred 
loſs. | | | ts 

At Kannadeſeys (which was abandoned} they found a 
white child about three years old, doubtleſs the offb'pfing 
of {ome unhappy captive, which the army took with them: 
The General finding he could not poſſibly effect the del. 
tration. of the Indian country with the proviſions he had, 
ke propoſed to his troops to content theralelves with halle 
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pound of flour, and the ſame quantity of freſh beef per day, 1779. 


iy in which they readily acquieſced, not one dilſenting voice 
of | was heard from either officer or ſoldier ; he had then only 
cre wenty-two pounds of flour, and ſixteen pounds of beef per 
of men; notwithſtanding which, they perſevered in the buſi- 
: of neſs. In their way to Catherine town, they had a road to 
it. open for the artillery, through a ſwamp, nine miles in width, 
tor end almoſt impervious, After having deſtroyed a number 
ith of villages, ſome of which contained fifty houſes, they paſſ- 
e ed on to Cin neſſee, which the priſoners they had taken in- 
er formed the General, was the capital of the Indian towns ; 
1. that the Indians of all nations bad been planting there this 
f ſpring; that all the Rangers, and /ome Britiſh, had been em- [TR 
ployed in aſſiſling them, in order to raiſe ſufficient ſupplies to e 
erg ſopport them whil/t deſtroying the frontters, He deſtroyed 
off. amal town ct twenty-five houſes, in his way, and ordered 
ows BY © 121! party to reconnoitre Chinneſſee town, that he might, 
it poitible, ſurpriſe it; but they were diſcovered, by the 

the guides having miſtaken the way, they were encircled by the 
oy. enemy, and having taken to a grove of trees, the commander 
da ol tbe reconnottering party, Mr. Boyd of the rifles, was ſhot 
ner. through the body, and every man of his party killed, except- 
owe ing one, who, with his wounded commander, were made R | 
ck, priſoners ; the fiiing was lo cloſe before this brave party W 
nd a ere overcome, that the powder of the enemy's muſquets, Wn 
on vas driven into their fleſh, The party that fell in with Boyd, | 
\eral as commanded by Buller, who bore a great part inthe deſ- {of 
1 x ruction of Wyoming, the laſt year. | KM 
np. The army moved on to Clunneſlee, croſſing a deep cree!: 
* Land the little Seneca liver, and reached the caltle, The 

%% ovn conſiſted of one hundred and twenty- eight hoales, moſt- 

y re. * large and elegant; there they found the body of the in- Sept, go 

corn epic Boyd, with his companion, mangled in a manner too ENTS i 
ay of aintul to deſcribe. | | 

:hcy The General repreſents Chinneſſee, as being beautifully | 
cu. Ituated, almoſt encucied with a clear flat, which extends 8 
one everal miles, with exteuſive fields of carn, &c. The Indians 
own ecuated it two days betore he arrived at it. 

gen iN 5 General being informed there was no ſe tlement be- 

ond it, the army began their march for the Cayaga's coun— 

nd 2 pc yet had remained unmoleſted ; and having arriv= 

vring WR. Ws they deſtroyed it, In the various towns deſtroyed, 

nem. ere many fruit trees, in one orchard were fifteen hundred. 

del. The number of towns deſtroyed, were forty, belides 

\ had, lering houſes; the quantity of corn, muſt amount to | 

hall? hundred and lixty thouſand buſhels, with a large quan- 


3 It I 7 i A. . 
5 V of vegetables of every kind; every creek and river was 
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1779. traced, and the whole country explored, and except one aut de la 
\—— town near the Alleghany, about fifty miles from Chinneſſee Hanother vi 
there was not a fingle town left in the country of the five nz. e arri 
tions. ſiſting oft 

The army did not ſuffer the loſs of forty men, though per. ſand land 
haps few troops experienced a more fatiguing campaign; bad retire, 
Sept. go. beſides, the difficulty which naturally attends marching thro gainſt Ch 
an enemy's country, «bounding in woods, rivers, creeks Hines, &c. 
morales and defiles; they found no ſmall inconvenience troops fro 
from the want of proper guides, and the maps of the county Hand the C. 
were fo exceedingly erroneous that they ſerved not to en. The fol 
lighten but perplex them, Though they had mach 1abour letter wr 
in finding out roads for the artillery, the army moved tron io Congre! 

twelve to ſixteen miles every day, when not detained by rain, Is copied. 
or employed in deſtroying ſettlements. On thi 
After the firſt action the enemy ventured not a ſecond, Mſiſembarke 
but kept themſelves out of the reach of the army, not firing Wpolt nine 1 


R it was on its march, or in its quat ters, though Wt Cheroke 
Mm a country exceedingly.well calculated for ambuſcade. ormed a ju 
It eis remarked on this expedition (by the tranſlator of M © After re 
Chaſtelleux's travels, an Engliſhman then reſident in the Well cover 
United States) © That the inſtructions given by General Sv] WiWend it, it u 
livan to his officers, the order of march, he preſcribed tothe 1 nd try th 
troops, and the diſcipline he had the ability to maintan, Had, we w 
would have done honour to the moſt experienced ancient o 
modern Generals.” | # 
To diſturb a people in the peaceable enjoyment of thera the eve; 
property, while they moleſt no others, is cruel and unjull; th inſtant { 
but when they quit their own habitaticns, and make 1inrovMſine morta; 
upon the innocent and defencelels, the laws of God and mu ich interva 
will juſtify a reſiſtance from the country at large; and if Period bein 
other method can be jound effettual to reſtrain their depr His expedit! 
dations and murders, the war may be carried into their ow! We muſt be 
country, their ſubſtance deſtroyed, and they deprived of iiegular app 
means of committing ſuch ravages in future. alters wer 
Upon this principle was the Indian expedition under nmediately 
en. The ſavages in the Britiſh intereſt had commiteMmpting the 
many batbarities, and were preparing for more, and reſohe d on the m 
on deſtroying the frontiers of the ſouthern States, occunic 
by whig inhabitants. To prevent their deſign was the d. 
ject of this enterpriſe, and heaven ſucceeded it. 
04. 10. Count D'Eftaing having gained laurels in the Weſt 
dies by the conqueſt of Dominica, St. Vincents, and Clem enſible, and 
da, and a ſuccei>sful engagement with the Engliſh fleet u. 1 ext attention 
der the Admirals Byron and Barrington, off the latter ph © The ſam: 


7 


lelt the furcher conduct of affairs in that quarter, to M. . Founded, an. 
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Ecuet de la Mothe, and the Spaniſh armament there, to pay 1779. 
Wnother vilit to the American continent. — 
e arrived with his fleet off Savannah in Georgia, con— 
ſiſting of twenty ſail of the line, ten frigates, with five thou. 
per. {Wand land forces, the Sth of September, General Prevoſt 
ügn; bad retired to Georgia, after his unſucceſsful expedition, 
thro! Negeinſt Charleſton (S. C.) here he had ſtrongly tortified with 
ceks, ines, &c. and was joined by Colone! Maitland, with ſome 
Wtroops from Beaufort. Count D'Eſtaing landed his troops, 


one 
Tee, 


na- 


ence 

unty end the Continental General Lincoln, joined him, 

) en. W& The following account of their operations is contained in 

bour letter written by General Lincoln, and by him tranſmitted 

from io Congreſs, dated Charleſton, October 22, from which it 

rain, 3 $ copied, 

On the 15th ultimo, being adviſed that the Count had OF, 22. 

cond, Miſembarked part of his troops, and would that night take 

firing Poſt nine miles from Savannah, we moved and encamped 


ug t Cherokee hill, nine miles from the town. The 16ch, we 

e. ormed a junction before Savannah. 5 

of M. © Alter reconnoitering the enemy's works, finding the town 

n the Well covered, aud knowing their determination to de- 

al Sol. Wend it, it was deemed neceſſary to make ſome approaches, 

to bend try the effects of artillery. From the 18th to the 

Intall ec, we were employed in getting up the heavy ordnance 

tent of nd ftores, a work of difficulty from the want of proper * 
heels to tranſport them, the cannon beiug on ſhip carriages. _— 

{ ther Va the evening of the 23d, ground was broke, and on che 4 

0 all; ch inſtant (October) the batteries of thirty-three cannon and 

1nroad ine mortars, were opened on the enemy, and continued 

1d ma ich intervals until the Sch, without the wiſhed eſfect. The 

d if u eriod being long elapſed which the Count had aſſigned for 

depre WP 1s expedition, and the engineers informing him that much 

ir ne muſt be ſpent, it he expected to reduce the garriſon by 

| of ti solar approaches, nd his longer ſtay being impoflible, 

Waiters were reduced to the alternative of railing the ſiege | | 
dena nmediately, and giving up all thoughts of conqueſt, or at- ! 
n mittee mpting the garriſon by allault; the latter was agreed on, | 
loft on the morning of the gth, the attack was made; it prov- 
ccunie Rd unſucceſsful, we were repulſed with lols. 

the 0b 3 * When the Count firſt arrived, he informed us that he 

Huld remain on ſhore eight days only; he had ſpent four 

/ eſtos that number; his departure therefore became indiſ- 

Cie enlible, and to re-embark his ordnance ftores, claimed his 
vet Uſ 1 ext attention, this was completed on the 181. 

pb © The ſame evening, having previouſly ſent off our ſick and 
M. . I Pounded, aud heavy baggage, the American troops left the 
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tion was precipitate, being under apprehenſion that Genet 
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ground, :eached Zubley's ferry the next morning, recroſſed WE The! 
and encamped that night in Carolina. ing ihe fe 
The French trobps encamped on the night of the 18, 1 that Cou 
about two miles from Savannah; they were, after the 24th,» WW Gener 
re-embark at Kinroid's landing. = D'Eſtain 
„Our diſappointmeat is great, and what adds much to our veſt "ae 
ſenſe of it, is the loſs of a number ot brave othcers and men, be was 
among them the loſs of the late intrepid Count Polaſtix WW oc mags | 
„Count D' Eſtaiug has undoubtedly the intereſt of Ameri, WW This o 
much at heart, this he has evidenced by coming to our al. New-Yo! 
ſiſtance, and his conſtant attention during the ſiege; his un Ho army too 
dertaking to reduce the enemy by aſſault, when he de pd ters was : 
of effecting it otherwile; and by bravely putting hiunſeli a The m 
the head of his troops, 2nd lead; ing them to the attack. In ot fence of 
ſervice he has freely bled ;+ 1 feel much for him, for while Walkingt 
he is ſuffering the Aitreſf.s of painful wounds, he las to WF cated in: 
combat chagrin, I hope he will be gonſoled by an 2{furance, ume (he 
that although he has not ſucceeded according to his wie ſtructions 
and thoſe of America, we regard with high approbation u diſpoſe th 
intention to ſerve us, and that is want of ſucceſs wii 1 moſt ſubſt 
leſſen our ideas of his merit,” W pendencic 
The killed and wounded on the ſide of che Anzricay be withdr. 
are about one hundred and ſeventy. moment o 
The Experiment, a Britiſh man of war, Sir James WIA loever has 


lace commander, was captured by Count D* Eſtaing's fleet, 
ſome other ſhips of forcę and tranſports, fell into his hank 
General Garth was taken in one ok them, A! age quan 
of guineas was ſaid to have been found on board the Lupe 
iment, to pay the Roy al troops in Georgia. 

Upon Court D' Eſtaing's artiviang at Georgia, it ga? 
Mn. to the Royalilts at New. York, fearing an attach d 
that city, was his principal view in making a lecond vi 101 
the United States. All the out-poſts were called in, ant 
Newport ordered to be evacuated 

1 his took place the 2,51 of October (the anniverſary 
their King's corconation! having previoully blown up ti 
Iight-houſe, at the entrance of that harbour, Their evacu 
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Gates would viſit the i{}and before they could leave it. 11 
next day after they went off, General Gates went on, wicht 


part of his torce from Provideace, and took polleſlin of itt 
illand. 


* 4 Poliſſii nobieman; he was mortally oriental advan 
ng to force his way into the citadel, at ihe head of ns cavl 
77. He ſurvived only two days. 


+ Count D' Eſtaing was wounded in his lg and ari. 
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ſed, The Britiſh were relieved from their anxiety, on receiv- 1779. 
ing the foregoing account of the tranſactions at Georgia, and yd 
Sch, that Count D' Eſtaing ha d left the continent. | 
b, to General Waſhington expecting aſſiſtance from Count Nvv, 


D'Eſtaing, when he left Georgia, made preparations to in- 
veſt New-York ; but the Count being ſo long detained there, 
he was under a neceſſity of returning to the Welt-Indies, 


) Our 


men, 
$ 


WW G 
I Mena age gen eras 


1 


W without proceeding further to the northward. 

eric Bm This occaſioned the General to quit his deſign againſt 
ra New-York, and the winter coming on, the main body of his 
un. army took up their quarters at Baſkinridge ; their head quar- 

ei ters was at Morris- town. | 
i Wm The meaſures taken by Sir Henry Clinton, for the de- 
n o fence of New-York, only in caſe the combined force of 
while AS VV alliington and D'Eftaing had attacked it; he communi. 
las t cated in a letter to Lord George Germaine. From the 
ance WR ume (he writes) I was honoured with your Lordſhip's in- 
he firuftions, to evacuate Rhode.-Iſland, and to condenſe and 
11 ls dilpoſe the King's troops on ſuch a ſcale, as would afford the 
une molt ſubſtantial protection to New-York, and ſuch of its de- 
W pendencies as might be held conſiſtently with the force to 
rica be witharawn for the purpoſe of ſouthern operations, till the 
moment of embarkation | for Georgia | no opportunity what- 
Wi {vever has offered itſelf, to ſtrike any part of the enemy, or 
fle even to venture on any incurſion that promiſed advantage, 
hans ſuperiour to the riſque. Beſides, as I communicated in my 
nant; WAR laſt the violent demonſtrations of the rebels, which threaten- 
1x0: ed a determined attack of the polt at New-York, in conjunc- 
uon with a large armament, naval and land, under Count 
it ge D Eitaing ; then direQling itlelt againſt the garriſon of Sa- 
ack u vannah, neceſſarily turned our whole endeavours to defeat 
11 ſo alarming a combination, The regular troops under Gen- 
in, era! Waſhington, amounted, at this period, to {ixteen thou- 
ud; io which is to be added the army. commanded by 
- (ary 8 General Sullivan, then on the return from a ſuccu{sful ex— 
up e pedition ageinſt our Indian allies, and but very little dimin- 
evacu RE ned by the campaign; this gave him a force of twenty 
General 7 thouſand effectives. But your Lordſhip will be able to form 
it, [Fa more perlect judgment of our meaſures, when you com- 
1, wich bine with the army, the militia of Pennſylvania, New- jer- 
n of cv, New. York, Connecticut, and Maſſachuſetts, which 
ere ready to be drawn together on the ſhorteſt notice; and 
advan 3 1 arr peculiarly exalted at this crits. from a proſpect of 
—_ Ta all of wealth, and devoted to plunder; and by the 
latering idea of ending the war with its capture. Not a 
omen was to be loſt at ſuch a critical conjunctare, for ev- 
n. ei) moment was important, and expected to come wüh the 


December. 
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1779. account of D'Eſtaing's appearance before our harbour. The WM which me 


TY 


wy works at Brookline and Governour's Iſland, were enlarged fuel. It 1 

and improved, new works were erctted at the watering place, MW ;dviſeable 

and Sandy-hook; the King's battery at New-York was re. the city, v 

Paired, and mounted with heavy ordnance, and places mark. they retre: 

ed out, and defences provided to cover the ſhipping along WW Sir Joſe 

the found. Theſe preparations employed the whole labour WM preſented 

ot the army, and I cannot but obſerve in addition to what | Not ſuccour 

have ſaid, in my official letter, the general readne/s of mo}! {for reaſon 

/ the refugees to facilitate theſe important objects. Wat. WF The fol 

ington in his faſtneſſes in the highlands, and ſo poſted as s land and t 

be able to uſe the Hudſon to the greateſt advantage in mak. WS A ſmall 

| ing impreſſion upon our left, while every advantage oi wa. iſ (one of w] 

4 ter was allo in his power by the found, and under protec. WW command 

4 tion of the French fleet; we were expoſed to the moſt per. Engliſh cc 
| plexing embarraſſments, affailable in ſo many points, and ev. ¶ meeting w 
| ery inſtant expecting D'Eſtaing, we had but time to look Hand the ſhi 
0 toward, and take meaſures for our own defence, and the oc- Miſter a blood 
4 | caſion required us to put forward our beſt exertions.” Bon Hom: 
1 Dec. 26. The apprehenſions of an attack on New- Voi k city, having Mover, he h 
19 | ſubſided, Sir Henry Clinton planned another expedition tv Hof his ſqua 
th EN South Carolina, in order to reduce the {outiern States, He land. Th 
. embarked a large body of troops on board an hundred ſailof might be ſ 
1 tranſports, convoyed by a ſquadron of men of war, under this requeſ 
3 Admiral Arbuthnot, Sir Henry in perſon, took command century pa 
M | of this expedition, he, together with Lord Cornwallis, em. Mit by placa! 
i barked with the fleet. A ſtorm happened a few days alter Woality or il 
V1 their departure from New-York, which diſperſed and dam- open ſeas, 
1 | aged ſome of their ſhips; but having received recruits alte country, ar 
ik his arrival, he profecuied his deſign againſt Charleſton, Wpublic, J 
1:08 | It being expected by the Britiſh, that St. Auguſtine would them ſhelt 
5 be invaded by the Spaniards, General Prevoſt returne! I them to pu 
, ; | there, and Brigadier-General Leſlie ſucceeded him in the Wing, or diff 
j command at Georgia, The Spaniſh Governour of Louil- exactly as \ 
1 nia, gained many advantages over the Britiſh ſettlements 0 tion: Th 
f | the Miſſiſippi, took a number of priſoners, and got poileſion American, 
4; of a tract of the moſt fertile land. Faul Jones 
|| | An expedition to Staten- and (within nine miles of Neu. Htbey be not 
1 1780. Vork city) was undertaken by General Lord Stirling. by hat are ab 
| | Ly order of the commander in chief, The weather this mon foreign por 
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Januar). favoured an attempt on the ice, but it failed of ſuccels, the 

| Royaliſis having by ſome means got intelligence of the de 
fign, Lord Stirling reported, © That he embarked wit? 
detachment of twenty-five hundred men; he found the! 
works well ſituated, and ſtrong, and the communication be. 
tween the iſland and New-Yo:k, open contrary to their es 
pettations, fo that boats paſſed from one to the other, 


lle American War. 


Ss 


The which means they could be furniſhed with proviſions and 1780. 
ved fuel. It was judged therefore that an aſſault there, was not Wyn 
ace, MW 2dviſeable, and as a reinforcement could be ſent them from 
s re. ¶ the city, which would render it dangerous for them to tarry, 
ark. WT they retreated in good order, and with very little loſs,” | 
long Sir Joſeph Yorke, the Engliſh Ambaſlador, in Holland, March a1, 
our (il preſented to the States General, a memorial on the ſubject 
1at 1 ot ſuccours, he had claimed eight months before, and which 
0 (for reaſons already mentioned) they had withheld. 
ſal. BR The following affair increaſed the diſputes between Eng- 
as 10 land and the Republic of Holland: 
mak. WS A ſmall ſquadron of ſhips having been fitted out at France 
wa. (one of which was the Alliance, an American frigate) under 
otec. command of Captain John Paul Jones; they infeſted the 
per. WF Engliſh coaſt, and gave alarm to ſome of the out-poſts, and 
d ev. meeting with the Serapis, an Engliſh frigate of forty guns, 


look 
E OC» 


and the ſhip Countels, of Scarborough, he captured both, af- 
ter a bloody engagement, in which he loſt his own ſhip, the 
Bon Homme Richard, which ſunk ſoon after the action was 
over, he having firſt quitted her, and got on board another 
of his ſquadron. Captain Jones carried his prizes into Hol- 
land. The Engliſh Ambaſſador requeſted that the prizes 
ſail of might be ſtopped, and they and their crews delivered up. To 
under WWW this requeſt, their High Mightinelles replied, © That for a 
mand century paſt, they had adhered to a maxim, and had notified 
, em- it by placarts. That they pretend not to judge of the le- 


aving 
ON 10 


He 


alter {WF oality or illegality of the actions of thoſe, who have, on the 
dam. open ſeas, taken any veſſels which do not belong to this 
s alter WF country, and bringing them into any of the ports of this Re- 


| public. That they only open their ports to them, to give 


woull them ſhelter from ſtorms or diſaſters, and that they oblige 


turned them to put to ſea again with their prizes, without unload- 


in the Wing, or diſpoling of their cargoes, but letting them remain 
,oullr exactly as when they arrived. That they came to this reſo- 
nts on lution ; That the five ſhips, viz. two French frigates, one 
le lion B 


American, with two prizes, who entered the Texel with 
Paul Jones; do put to ſea again, as ſoon as poſſible, and that 


c 


' New- they be not furniſhed with any warlike or naval ſtores, but 
1g. 0 hat are abſolutely neceſſary to carry them ſafe to the firſt 
mon {WM oreign port they can come at.“ This conduct of the Dutch 
ſs, te Nas conformable to the reſolutions they had taken, 40 pre- 
he de re a reutrality in the conteſt between Great Britain and 
with! America and her allies. | 

d the BW England taking umbrage at che proceedings of Holland, April 17, 
on be. Wn the above inſtance, and ſome others before mentioned; 

eit ere alliance between them was diſſolued by his Brittannic 

er, K 3 lajelty, in a formal declaration, in his courcilat St. James's, 
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1780. this day; by which Holland is to be conſidered as on the ſans I villingn; 
Lp footing as other neutral States, not privileged by treaty, elke 5 
| Marquis de la Fayette returned to America from France, als Far 
in the Hermione frigate, Capt. Le Touche, and landed at cordingly 
Boſton ; from whence he proceeded to join the American ed into it 
army. VV & Thefo 
The laſt month, Congreſs recommended to the States to The ad 
bring into the Continental Treaſury by taxes, their quota of lighten 
of fifteen million dollars, monthly, as aſſigned them by the uten % 
reſolution of the 7th of October, 1779, and to continue it Sir Nude 

to April, 1781. | == 
Gold and ſilver to be received at the rate of one Spaniſh Rom 
milled dollar, in lieu of forty paper dollars, the money Rom 
brought in (except for the months of January and February, Rale 
1779, which were to paſs till April, 1781) to be deſtroyed, Adi. 
When the bills were brought in, and funds eſtabliſhed, oth. F 
er bills to be emitted, not to exceed one tuentieth part of the ¶ ted nine d 
ſum brought in; the new bills iſſued, to be redeemable in {ix Wi ſtrengthen 
years, viz. 1786, to be paid in ſpecie, and bear an intereſt of Hneral Patte 
five per cent. to be paid annually in ſpecie, or in bills of ex- army paſſe 
change on their commiſſioners in France, at four ſhillings he day ſi 
and ſixpence ſterling per dollar. Tre new bills to be iſſued Hand on the 
on the funds of znd:vidual States, leight hund 
The above mode was propoſed for the purpoſe of /zn4ins ullivan's 
the old Continental money, and in lieu thereof, to ſubſtitute MiWuffered m 
a new emifſion of State bills; which was adopted, and bills Charleſton 


were emitted by the reſhec live States, which, at the end of 
{ix years, was to be redeemed by them; one dollar new emul- 
ſion, to be equal to forty of the old Continental dollars. 

Charleſton, in South-Carolina, ſurrendered this day to 
Sir Henry Clinton, and Admiral Arbuthnot, This news 
was brought to Congreſs by Colonel Tennent, bearing a let. 
ter from Major-General Lincoln, informing, * That after 
every effort and exertion, made by a handful of brave troop), 
contending with numberleſs hardſhips and difficulties (to all 
which they moſt cheerfully ſubmitted) we were reduced to 
the ſad neceſſity of treating with Sir Henry Clinton, and 
according to terms of capitulation ;” which terms accompan- 
ied the General's letter. 

General Lincoln 1n his reply to the Britiſh commander“ 
ſummons, of the gth inſtant, to ſurrender Charleſton, te- 
marked. That the offers of capitulation, then made, were 
inadmiſſible, and propoſed others, which they refuſed.” 
On the eleventh of the month, General Lincoln wrote them, 
„That their exceptions to the articles he had propoſed a 
they principally concerned the militia and citizens, he con— 
cerved were ſuch as could not be concurred with, but a fe 
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cent application from choſe people wherein they exprels a 
& willingneſs to comply with them, and a wiſh, on his part, to 
leſſen, as much as may be, the diſtreſſes of war to individu- 
az, lead him to offer his acceptance.“ The town was ac- 
cordingly delivered up, and Brigadier-General Leſlie march- 
ed into it and took poſleſſion. | 

he following particulars relate to the ſiege. 


LINE 


Ice, 
d at 
can 


to The admiral got over the bar the 2oth of March, by means 
otas of lightening ſome of his fleet of their guns, water and pro- 
the WE viſions, with the following ſhips, viz. Roebuck ot 44 guns. 
e it Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, with the Admiral on board. 
=. 8 Guns, Guns, 

niſh Renown 50. Richmond 32. Blonde 9g. 

Mney Romulus 40. Virginia 28, Perſeus 20. 

ary, Raleigh! 32. Camilla 20. Loyaliſt 18. 

yed, Active 10. Keppel 16. Germaine 14. 

oth The landing of the troops at Charleſton neck was effec 


f the 
n 1x ſtrengthened by a corps from Georgia, under Brigadier-Ge- 
t of Nneral Patterſon, who arrived at Aſhley river, over which the 
i ex- army paſſed to the town ſide, the paſſage being unoccupied. 
ling he day ſucceeding it, the army moved towards Charleſton, 
fuel fand on the night of the firſt of April broke ground within 
eight hundred yards of the Carolina works. The ſhips paſſed 


ed nine days after the men of war paſſed the bar, and beins 


ing ullivan's iſland the 8th (through a ſevere fire in which they 
titute affered much) and the Admiral with his ſkips, got into 
1 bills Charleſton harbour. The town, the next day, was ſummoned 
ad of ito ſurrender. General Lincoln returned this ſpirited anſwer ; 


emil- I have received your ſummons of this date ſixty days have 


Walled ſince it has been known that your intentions againſt 


ay to his town were hoſtile, in which, time has been afforded to 
news bandon it, but duty and inclination points out the propriety 
a let. f ſupporting it to the laſt extremity,” Clinton having de- 
t after Wactied Lieutenant-Colonel Webſter with one thouſand and 
roops, our hundred men to break in upon the communication with 
(to all e country, he received an account of the ſucceſs of 


ced to 


| . olonels Tarlton and Ferguſon (part of Webſter's diviſion) 
and 


Which gave command of the country to Colonel Webſter, 
ud threw into his hands great ſupplies of proviſions. All ac- 


ing defeated the Carolina cavalry that poſſeſſed Biggin's- 
Fridge over Cooper's river. Fort Montrie, on Sullivan's-I{l- 
F nd, was reduced in the tollowing manner, as related by rhe 
bh dmiral, * The intention of the beſieged he found had been 
ö hiefly directed to the ſouth and eaſt parts of the fort, which 
Pere moſt Open to attack, but the weſt fide and north-welſh 
lion he diſcovered had been neglected; be therefore de- 


8 


. els to the town by Cooper's-river was prevented, the enemy 
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hundred and fixty four, which exceeds the number Killel 
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tormined to attempt to carry the fort by ſtorm, under cover dr ea ana 
the fire from the ſhips of the ſquadron. The Captains Hud. by Me 
ſon and Gambier, and Captain Knowles, agent for tranſport, WW circulate 
with two hundred ſeamen and marines embarKcd in boats gf 4 
the ſquadron the 4th in the night, and palling by the fon The 
unobſerved, landed before daylight aud took poſſeſſion of i i ſucceſs th 
redoubt on the'eaſt end of the if]and, whilft boats were pie. der Lieut 
paring to carry over the ſame number of leamen from Mount 4 Lieu 
Pleaſant (iu the neigbbourhood of Sullivan's, which they hal i 4 bs 8 
previoully taken poſſeſſion of; under the command of Cap. [ 8 
Ord. On the whole, being ready, and the ſhips only wait ry 1 b 
for the tide to begin the attack, the fort was ſummon! EIFS er 
by Captain Hudſon, when after a little confideration the? . 
garriſon ſurrendered themſelves prifoners of war.” La this 8 Ys 
enterpriſe, by the Admiral's account, he had twenty three ſea. 9 
men killed and twenty eight wounded. Priſoners taken in "TP E ( 
the fort were, continentals one hundred and eighteen, mii 105 ep 
one hundred. From the time the enemy broke ground t 1 
the time Charleſton ſurrendered was forty two days, Ti gf kin 
town being cloſely inveſted by ſea and land, their proviſion f , 3 oa 
almoſt exhauſted, and the communication with the couitr ll WE 
cut off, they could hold out no longer, having ſuſtained the 1 The Ge. 


ſiege with great fortitude amidſt numberleſs difhcutues 
Return of the killed and wounded during the ſiege, cont 
nental troops eighty nine, including one Colonel killcd-and 
one hundred and forty wounded, 


troops in N 
Ihe employe 
of New Jer 


Continental troops, priſoners of war (including ſick and Rib drone 
wounded) tO thouſand, five hundred and ſixty four; belide Sug 5 c 
theſe a number of ſeamen fell into their hands, and the fon W h 
lowing continental veſſels, viz. two of France, 28 guns b/ the Re 
Providence 32, Boſton 32, Ranger 20, and two armed Frenci_ he e 
vellels.. . + 5 .. W'vcen 5 

Sir H. Clinton's return of the killed and wounded of I ſis wi/e My 


troops, Britiſh, German and Provincial is ſeventy five kill 
ed, and one hundred and eighty nine wounded. Total tw 


ty is thus 1 
| (ter their p 
ier came to 
be room w. 
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et) he ſhot | 
iter, an oſſic 
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and wounded of the beſieged. 2 

A few days after the ſurrender, the enemy's grand arſeni 
in the town {wherein were the arms taken) took fire and beef 
up, by which means many lives were loſt. 

Lord Cornwallis had command of the corps beyond Coo 
er's river, and diſpatched Colonel Tarleton into the bad 
country, whoſe ſucceſs over a body of Carolina horſe (a par 
under Colonel] Banford at Lynch's creek) was announced) 
Sir Henry Clinton to ihe army under his command, ! 
Charleſton, in terms of high ſatisfaction. Though it,“. 
attended with very diſtiefiing ciicumſtances; and one 8 


4 
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be orders publiſhed at Carolina in form of a bandbill,/and 
d. 


circulated among his troops, as follows: 


"1, Head Quarters, Charleſton neck, une 1, 1780. 

he Commander in Chief congiatulates the army on the 
on WW ſucceſs that has attended the corps in the back country, un- 
ol: WF der Lieutenant-General Earl Cornwallis. 

pie. « Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, with the corps of cavalry, 
dun 


and with the infantry of the legion (mounted) being detach- 
ed by his Lordſhip, reached the rebels, alter a march of near 
one hundred miles in two days, They rejected the terms on 
E which he required them to ſurrender, and were in conſe- 
quence attacked, | | 
„One hundred ana ſeventy were cut to pieces, and the 
whole cannon, baggage, colours, &c. of the corps were taken. 
„he General, however ſmall the loſs of Bruſh, has 
deen compared to the advantage obtained, cannot mention it 
| without concern, two officers are killed, and twenty officers, 
nor.commiſſoned officers, or privates, wounded,” i 
Sir Henry Clinton leaves Carolina and the conduct ot the 
war there to Earl Cornwallis, and embarked for his lead 
quarters at New York, where he arrived this month. | 
The German General, Knphayſen, had command. of the 
troops in New York during the abſence of Sir Henry, and 
be employed a part of them in ravaging tae contiguous State 
of New Jerſey. | | 
A detached party of them croſſed from Staten iſland to 
£zabethtown point and proceeded to the town; they ad- 
anced to Connecticut farms (ſo called) burnt the, Preſbyte- 
Fan church and thirteen other houſes, and murdered the lady 
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ck and 
belides 
the fol. 
8 guns, 
Freue the Royaliſls, for the part he had taken in the conteſt be- 
een Great Britain and America. He being from home, 
P's wife fell a ſacrifice to their reſentment, This act of cra- 
Ity is thus related by a gentleman at Morriilown. Soon 
ier their poſſeſſing themſelves of the neighbourhood, a fol- 
er came to the houſe, and putting his gun to the window of 
he room where the worthy woman was ſittin 


Eve kill 
Ota 1WO 


er alles 


d oy hildren and a maid with an infant in ber arms Soar de of 
an 


jet) he ſhot her through the lungs dead on the ſpot. Soon 
ter, an officer, with two Heſſians came and ordered a hole 


nd Coo de dug, and her body to be thrown in, and the houſe to 
the Date ſet on fre.“ At the earneſt requeſt of an officer of the 
e et ew levies it is ſaid, the corple was removed belore the houſe 
ounced s fired. }t js obſerved by the reporter of this barbarity, 


mand, | 
gh it wa 


i one ln at the wretch who aſted as the executioner of this murder- 
cn 8 l \ vv «4 


dred and ſeventy cut to pieces by his own account, as appears | 


the Rev, Mr. Caldwell, who had made himſelf obnoxious - 


g (with her. 


That the only comfort ariſing to this afflicted family 1s. 


June. 
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ed lady (who from her excellent character deſerved A bette; 
fate) did his buſineſs ſo effectually that the Joſt her life with. 
out diſtreſs or pain. A worthy man, who for four years pat, 
devoted himfelf to the ſervice of his country is thus left with 
nine ſmall children, deſtitute of even a ſhift of clothes to com. 
fort them.” | 
In the month of September following, Mr. Caldwell 
publiſhed the proofs of this cruel affair atteſted before Magi. 
trates on oath by ſundry perſons. Iwo of the witneſles who 
depoſed were in the room with Mrs. Caldwell and law her 
fall back and expire immediately after the report of the gun; 
one of them, Catherine Benwood lived in the family, Mr, 
Caldwell ſays, as the murder was a violation of every 
tender feeling, ſo it was in open day unprovoked, deliberate 
and not ſo much as frowned upon by thoſe in command / 
New Jerſey Journal.] It was the fate allo of Mr. Cale: 
well to be murdered two years after, viz. January, 1782, by 
ſome rufkans.] | 
A letter from General Waſhington, dated at Whippany, 
this day, gives information,“ That the 2gd the enemy won. 
ed in force from Elizabethtown towards Springfield. They 
were oppoſed with great conduct and ſpirit by Genen 
Greene and Dickinſon with the Continental troops and loch 
of the militia as were aſſembled; but with their { upei1on 
ty of numbers, they gained Springfield. Having burnt ils 
village, they returned the ſame day to their tormer poſilion. 
In the night theyabandoned it, and croſſed over to Staten 
Illand and took up their bridge.“ 5 
About the middle of this month a conſiderable armament, 
naval and military, arrived at Newport from Breſt, _ 
The fleet commanded by Admiral de Ternay, conſiſtingo 
eleven ſhips of war, viz. two of eighty guns, one of ſeventy: 
four, five of ſixty - four, one of forty, one hoſpital ſhip piercel 
for ſixty-four guns, one bomb veſſel, with a number of trau 
ports, having on board fix thouſand troops, under command 
of General Count Rochambeau, diſpatched by the Court ol 
Prance, to act in concert with the forces of the Uaitel 
States. : | 


June 25. 
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bound for America, and Admiral T. Greaves was diſpatch 
with ſome ſhips ot the line, to intercept them, but vol meh 
ing them, he joined Admiral Arbuthnot at New * 
They appeared off Newport harbour ſome days after i 
French fleet arrived in order to block them 1n, and ine! 
cept a ſecond diviſion, which, it was rumoured, was on 15 
paſſage to the ſame port. After waiting about twenty d 
without ſucceſs the Briuſh fleet returned to New Tork, 


1 England they were apprized of this armament bel 
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tes The term of three years, for which many of the Conti- 1780. 
ith. nental troops had enliſted, having nearly expired, tus 
paſl, reſpective States of the Union were called on to furniſh. 
with each their quota of new enliflments. 
om. Some ladies of Philadelphia ſet an example to others of 

| their ſex, of love to their country and compaſhon to their 
well ſuffering brethren 1n the field, by engaging in the benevo- 
agil. lent work of raiſing contributions among themſelves and 
who ſtimulating others to do it, for the purpoſe of afforcing a 
her temporary relief for the troops on ſervice in that vicinity 
gun; who were deſtitute of many neceſſaries. They were ſuc- 
Mr, ceſsful in their labours of love, and beſtowed on the ſoldiers 
every their free-will offerings. Theſe are ſuch expreſſions of 
eraie kindneſs and delicate fenſations as ought to be recorded to 
d 0 the honour of the American ladies, It is a pleaſing proſ- 
Cald- WF pect, When the men are valiant, and the women kind.“ 
52, by In addition to the reſolutions of Congreſs, in May 18th, Auguſt24, 


1778, relative to the army, they reſolved this day, That 


pany, the reſolution of the 15th day of May, 1778, granting half 


mov. Pay for ſeven years, to the officers of the army, who ſhould 
They continue in ſervice to the end of the war, be extended to the 
nerals widows of thoſe officers who have died or may hereafter die 
d ſuch MW in the ſervice ; to commence from the time of ſuch officers” 
2j1071- RF death; and continue for the term of ſeven years. Or if 
nt the there be no widow, or in caſe of her death or intermarriage 
ſition. che ſaid half pay, be given to the orphan children of the ot— 


Staten BW ficer, dying as aforeſaid, if he ſhall have left any, And that it 
be recommended to the legiſlatures of the reſpective States, 


amen, to which ſuch officers belong to make proviſion for paying 
he ſame on account of the United States.“ 
ting of BWW General Gates, having now command of the Continentals 
venty. in South Carolina, he began his operations there, very un— 
pierced ſuccelsfully; of which he informed the Preſident of Con- 
{ tran WW grels, in a letter, dated Hillſborough, Auguſt 20. | 
mmand In the deepeſt diſtreſs and anxiety of mind, I am obliged 
cunt 0B to acquaint your Excellency with the defeat of the troops 
Unite! under my command. I arrived with the Maryland line, the 
Wy artillery, and the North Carolina militia, on the 13th init, 
being at Rugely, thirteen miles from Camden; took poſt there, 
0a1c1120 and was next day joined by General Stevens, with ſeven 
I mee hundred militia from Virginia; Colonel Sumpter, who was 
\")1k, 8 2t the Waxaws with four hundred South Carolina militia, 
ox the had, the Sunday before, killed and taken near three hundres 
4 inter ot the enemy, who were potted at the Hanying Rock. This, 
on the Wi end other ſtrokes upon the enemy's advanced polts, occaſion- 
11y d ed their calling in all their out-poſts to Camden. The 13th. 


rk. * day. light, I reinforced Col. Sumpter with three hundred 
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_ enſued, which took ſome time to regulate. 
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North Carolina militia, one hundred of the Mary land line, 
and two. three-pounders from the artillery, having previoul. 
0 ordered him down from the Waxaws, and directed, s 
oon as the reinforcements joined, bim, that he ſhould pro. 
ceed down the Wateree, oppoſite to Camden, intercept any 
ſtores coming to the enemy, and particularly the troops from 
Ninety-Six, who were likewiſe withdrawn from that poſt, 


This was well executed by Col. Sumpter. 
„Having communicated my plan to the general officers, 


in the afternoon of the 15th inſtant, it was reſolved to march 
at ten at night, to take poſt in a very advantageous ſituation, 


with a deep creek in front, ſeven miles from Camden ; the 
heavy baggage, &c. being ordered to march immediately by 


the Waxaw road. At ten the army began to march in the 
following oder : Colonel Armand's legion in front, ſup. 


ported on both flanks by Colonel Potter field's regiment, and 


the light. infantry of the militia, the advanced guard of in- 
fanty, the Maryland line with their artillery in front of the 
brigades, the North Carolina militia, the Virginia militia, 
the artillery, &c. and the rear guard, Having marched 
above live miles, the legion was charged by the enemy 5 ca. 
valry, and well {upported on the flanks as they were ordered, 
by, Colonel Potterfield, who beat back the, enemy's horſe, 
and was bimſelf unfortunately wounded ; but the enemy's 
1iantry edvancing, with a very heavy fire, the troops in 
front gave way to the firſt Maryland brigade, and a contuſion 


army was ranged in line of battle, in the following order, 
General Giſt's brigade upon the right, with his right cloſe to 
a {wamp, the North Carolina militia in the center, and the 
Virginia militia, with the light infantry and Potterheld's 
corps, upon the left; the artillery divided to the brigades, 
and the firſt Maryland brigade as a corps de reſerve, and to 
cover the cannon in the road, at a proper diſtance in therezr. 
Colonel Armand's corps were ordered to the left, to ſupport 
the leit flank and oppoſe the enemy's cavalry, At day light 
the enemy attacked and drove in our light party in front, 
when I ordered the left to advance and attack the enemy; 
but to my aſtoniſhment, the left wing and North Carolina 
militia gave way. General Gaſwell and myſelf, affilted by 
z number of officers, did all in our power to rally the brok- 
troops, but to no purpoſe; for the enemy coming round 
dne leſt flank of the Maryland diviſiva, completed the rout 


t the whole militia, who left the Continentals to oppoie 


the enemy's whole force, I endeavoured, with Genel?! 
Gaiwell, to rally the militia at ſome diſtauce, on an advan 
aggous piece cl ground, but the enemy's cavalry continues 


At length, the 
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to harraſs their rear, they ran like a torrent, and bore alf be- 
fore them. Hoping yet, that a few miles in the rear, they 
5 might recover from their panic, and again be brought into 
order; I continued my endeavour, but this likewife proved 
in vain, 1 N 

Y The militia having taken to the woods, in all directions, 
I concluded with General Gaſwell to retire towards Char. 
lotte. I got here late laſt night, but reflecting that there 
vas no proſpett of collecting a torce at that place, adequate 
to the defence of the country, I proceeded with all pulfible 
E diſparch hither, to endeavour to fall upon ſome plan of de- 
| fence, in conjunction wita the Legiſlative body of the State. 
8 [ ſhall immediately diſpatch a flag to Lord Cornwallis, to 
know the ſituation of our wounded, and the number and 
condition of the priſoners in his hands. 580 

Tze goth of the month he writes General Waſhington, as 
follows: | i | 

Since my public letter to Congreſs, T have been able to 
collect authentic returns of the killed, wounded and miſſing 
of the officers of the Maryland line, Delaware regiment, ar- 
ulleriſts, and thoſe of the legion under Colonel Armand. 
They are encloſed, | 

| * The militia broke fo early in the day and ſcattered in fo 
many directions upon their retreat that very few have fallen 
into the hands of the enemy. By the firmneſs and bravety 
of the Continental troops, the victory is far from bloodleſs 
on the part of the foe, they having upwards of five hundred 
men, with ofhcers in proportion, killed and wounded, Lord 
E Cornwallis remained with his army at Camden when 1I're- 
| ceived the laſt accounts from thence, Tuo days after the 
| action of the. i6th, fortune ſeemed determined to continue 


q forty miles up the river Wateree, halted with the waggoas 
and priſoners, he had taken on the 15th. By ſome indiſcre- 
don, the men were ſurpriſed, cut off from their arms, the 
| whole routed, and the waggons and priſoners retaken. Col- 
| onel Sumpter, ſince his ſurpriſe and defeat up the weſt fide 
fot the Wateree, has reinſtated and increaſed his corps to 
| upwards of one thouſand men. I have directed him to con- 
unue to harrals the enemy upon that ſide; Lord Cornwallis 
will therefore be cautious how he makes any conſidęerable 
movement to the eaſtward, while this corpſe remain in force 
$ upon his left flank, and the main army is in a manner can- 
[oned in his front. Anxious for the public good, I ſhall 
continue my unwearied endeavours to top the progrels of 
ihe enemy, to reinſtate our affairs, to re-commence an ot. 
enlive war, and recover our lofles in the ſouthern States.“ 


to diſtreſs us; tor Colonel Sumpter, having marched near 
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1780, Return of the Continental officers killed, wounded, cap. j fortune, 
ag tivated and miſſing, makes the whole number to be forty, io it, affe 


eight. Among the killed, is Baron de Kalb, a Major-Geq. 
eral; while leading on the Maryland and Delaware troops 
he was pierced with many wounds and ſoon after expired, 
He was a brave officer, a Knight of the order of military 
merit, and a Brigadier of the armies of France. - 
Seven hundred non commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers of 
the Maryland diviſion rejoined'the army. General Gates 
command in thele actions were {aid to conſiſt of three thou- 
ſand, of which number were only nine hundred Continent] 
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i regulars, The Royaliſts under Lord Cornwallis were up. Wan ornam 
4.18 wards of thirty-two hundred and a great part of them regular Wtheir hav 
i ou, V | Wof an invi 
ft By the following paragraph in Lord Cornwallis's letter ts enemy, bu 
15 Lord George Germaine, giving an account of- his victory, Rrmy. wh. 
FR we find him elated with ſucceſs, that he determined to pull iſprifoner.” 
i on, and attempt the reduction of North Carolina, Avery 
*M On the 17th of Auguſt, I diſpached proper people to Wed as cont 
61 North Carolina, with directions to our friends there, to take Man, Octo 
i | arms, and aſſemble immediately, and to ſeize the moſt violent Mold] beg 
il ! people, and all military ſtores and magazines; belonging 0 WV cit Por 
14 the rebels, and to intercept all ſtraglers from the routed army; ommand, 
144 and I have promiſed to march without loſs of time to their i hich he 
1d ſupport. Some neceſſary ſupplies for the army are now n {Dougal 
j their way from Charleſton, and I hope that their arrival wil wot Congre 
F enable me to move in a few days,” N | Weg incapa 
14 Sept. 26. Well Point (on the Highlands on the weſt {ide of Hudſon's as gra 
10'S: River, the paſſage of communication between New Yor. © has bee 
14 and Canada) called © The Key of New York River,” about We various 
1 ſixty miles from New York city, an important poſt occupied * in exe 
4 by the Continentals, had been an object, the reduction of whict, i On th 
8 Y by force, had been attempted by the Royaliſts, and-miſcar- er An 
. ried. It was attempted again, but in a different way, by tie his gentle 
5 arts of bribery and corruption. This alſo failed, and opened hich lay 1 
15 ga a ſceneof the blackeſt villainy. | We the riv 
Ms His Excellency General Waſhington being on a journe; e. Arno 
| 11 | | to Connetticut on continental buſineſs of importance, M. mich (the 
i ior-General Greene, who had command of the army in i les fron 
$4 abſence, informed them in his orders of the 26th of Septem- F elore day, 
| | if ber, that © Treaſon of the blackeſt die was yeſterday diſcov- Ir Anc 
"Ih | ered. General Arnold who commanded at Weſt Point, lo 3 he can 
j to every lentiment of honour, of private and public obligt rium and 
15 tion, was about io deliver up that important poſt into e to carry 
| hands of the enemy. Such an event muſt have given e e 
n American caule a dangerous 1t not a fatal wound; happily tbe E Said ti 


treaſon has been timely diſcovered, to prevent the fatal m bortant | 
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Cap. fortune. The providential train of circumſtances which led 1780. 
forth. to it, a ords the moſt convincing proofs that the liberties ob 
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Cen. America are the object of divine protection. At the ſame 
ume that the treaſon is to be regretted, the General can- 
not help congratulating the army on the happy difcovery. 
Our enemies 1 ot carrying their point by force, are 
W practiſing every baſe art to effect it by bribery and corrup- 
ers of non that they cannot accompliſh in a manly way, Great 
ates MY bonour is due to the American army that this is the firſt in- 
thou. tance of treaſon of the kind, where many were to be expect- 
1ental wy cd from the nature of the diſpute, and nothing is ſo bright 
e Up. un ornament in the character of the American ſoldiers, as 
egult i their having been proof againſt all the arts and ſeductions 
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Wof an invidious enemy. Arnold has made his efcape to the 

tter to! 2 | 2 {RA 5 

ctorr, ry, who came out as a [py to negotiate the buſineſs, is our 
Avery minute detail of this black tranſaction, was publiſh- Ofober, 

ole o ed as contained in a letter from a gentleman,“ dated“ Tap- 

violent old] began his negotiations with the enemy to deliver up 

ing b Weſt Point to them, long before he was inveſted with the 

o their Phich he ſolicited the command of that poſt [upon General 

ow on MS: Dougal, who commanded there, being choſen a member | 
Weg incapacuated him for an active command in the field. 

\don's was granted him on the 6th of Auguſt laſt ; ſince which 

» about he various poſitions the army aſſumed, prevented their being 

cupied Mut in execution. 


enemy, but Major Andre, the Adjutant-General in the Britiſh 
o pulk Epriſoner,” 
ed Wan, October 2d, 1780,” and is as follows, viz. © He [Ar- 
army; Wcommand, and whilſt he was ſtill in Philadelphia ; after 
al wil Pf Congreſs | for the oſtenſible reaſon that the wound in his 
— Yak Pe has been as aſſiduous as poſſible in ripening his plans, but 
hich, .“ On the night of the 21ſt ult. he had an interview with 


miſcar- Mor Andre, the Adjutant-General of the Britiſh army. 
by the i his gentleman came on {hore from the Vulture man of war, 
opencl i hich lay not far from Paller's Point, to a place on the banks 


Wi the river near to the Haverſtraw Mountains, where he 
ourne; Mi Arnold, who condutted him to the houſe of Joſhua 
e, Ma. mich (the white houſe) within our lines, and only two 
„in his les from Stoney Point, They arrived in the houſe juſt 
zedtem- Wc iore day, and ſtayed there until the next morning, when 
diſcov- WE or Andre became extremely ſolicitous to return by the 
int, lot he came, but that was impoſlible, for the two men who 
obliga- rnold and Smith had ſeduced to bring him on ſhore, retul- 
nto the Ws to carry him back ; it then was abſolutely neceſſary he 
ven te , e | | N | 

pilytbe Wi Said to have been written by a General, who ho!ds an 
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ſhould return to New York by land. He changed hu 
dreſs and name, and thus diſguiſed, paſſed our poſts at Stoney 
and Verplank Points, on the 22d ult. in company with the 
ſaid Joſhua Smith brother to William Smith, Eſq. chief 

uſtice within the Britiſh lines; he lodged that night at Clan 
Pond with Smith, and in the morning left Smith, and took 
the road to Tarrytown, where he was taken by ſome milita 
lads about fifteen miles from King's bridge. He offered 
them any ſum of money, and goods, if they would pemit him 
to eſcape ; but they readily dechned, and molt inflexibly ad. 
hered 10 rt; that ten thouſand guineas, or any other {um 
would be no temptation to them.“ It was owing to thi 
virtue, as glorious to America, as Arnofd's apoſfacy 1s dif. 
graceful, that his abominable crimes were dilcovere:l. The 
lads in ſearching him, Audre) found concealed under his 
ſtockings in his boots, papers of the higheſt importance, viz, 
a paſs from General Arnold'to John Anderfon (the name 
Major Andre had aſſumed} —artillery orders of September 
5th—eſtimate of the forces at Weſt Point in September— 


of x3... W N = 
Eo Rant, 


De. M'F 
W traitor, 
was take 
We deviſe th 
EE precipita 
over 10 
vas abou 
be 
BY where A 
ernoon 
aken on 
W the Vult 
and Virp 
General 
to this ca 
into his c 
ol opinio 
Wand uſage 
wo hou 
the highe 
moſt polit 
ir Henr 
candid an 
che death 
ey torbid 
erial. C 
ßer ſiel, 
he Kings 
Is death. 
opped. 
Bands for 
Impoſſible 
Arnold we. 
F The Britif 
BD! Major 
eſterday 
ilham 8 
0 land. 
othing m 
ner the! 
54 idered as ; 
ad no fla 
ature of 
ee peop 
n ſuch e 


— 5 

1 A w x 

1700, a f 
Sd N 

„ 3 


September —remarks on the works at Weſt Point, &c. 

*« Beſides which, it appears that Arnold had carried with 
him to the interview, a general plan of Weſt Point and its 
vicinity, and all the works; and alſo particular plans of each 
work on a large ſcale—all elegantly drawn by the engineer 
at that poſt, But theſe were not delivered ro Major Andre, 
and from their requiring much time to copy, it 1s ſuppoſes 
they were not to be delivercd untrl ſome future period, 

From ſomeciccumftances,it appearstha it was not Arnold“ 
intention to have deſerted, but that he meant to be taken at 
his poſt, which, from his diſtribution of the troops it was very 
eaſy to have ſeized, | 

„His Exce'lency the General, on his return to camp, deter- 
mined to viſtt Weſt Point, and in purſuance of that plan ws 
viewing ſome redoubts which lay in his way to Arold's quar 
ters, He had fent out fervants there, and Major Shaw, and 


* 7ohn Paulding, David Williams, and Iſaac Van Vert, 
were the lads who intercepted Major Andre, and ſo nobly re 
fuſed his bribes, Congreſs having a high ſenſe of thetr vir 
buon conduct, ordered that each of them recerve, annual 
out of the public Treaſury, two hundred dollars, in ſpect 
or an equivalent in the Continental money, during life. And 
that a ſilver medal, on one fide of which ſhall be a ſhueld wi 
this inſcription, © FIDELITY,” and on the other, the follow 
ng matlo, © Iincit Amor Patiia,” to be preſented to ten 
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ne 1 
te De. M' Henry bad arrived, and were at breakfaſt. with the 
hiet WT traitor, when he received intelligence by letter that Andre 
lan was taken; his confuſion was vilible, but no perſon could 
ook ME deviſe the cauſe. He hurried to his barge with the utmoſt 
lia WR precipitation, after having left word that © He was going 
eres over to Weſt Point, and ſhould be back immediately“ —this 
bim vas about ten in the morning of the 25th ult. 
ad. © The General proceeded to view the works, wondering 
lum WET where Arnold could be; but about four o'clock in the at- 
this WE iernoon he was undeceived by an expreſs with the papers, 
dil. taken on Andre. The apoſtate at this time was on board 
The che Vulture, which lay about five or {ix miles below Stoney 
r his and Virplank's Points. Major Andre was brought to the 
, viz, WE General at Weſt Point,” and from thence has been brought 
name to this camp. A board of general ofticers have examined 
mbet into his caſe, and upon his own moſt candid conteſſion, were 
der- ot opinion, that he was a ſpy, and according to the cuſtom 
e 1 and uſages of nations, he ought to ſuffer death; and about 
wo hours ago he was executed. This gentleman was in 
with che higheſt degree of reputation in the Britiſh army, of the 
nd its moſt polite and accompliſhed manners, extremely beloved by 
| caci ir Henry Clinton. His deportment while a priſoner was 
zineet candid and dignified. He requeſted no {avour, but to die 
Lndre, he death of a ſoldier, and not on a gibbet. Rigourous pol- 
poles Wicy forbid granting a favour, which at firſt flaſh ſeems imma— 
f erial. Our army ſympathize in the misfortunes of this 
node WRChe/terfield of the day. But had he poſſeſſed a portion of all 
ken a be Kings on earth, juſtice and policy would have dictated 
8 ver) Nis death. The enemy, from hints that ſome of the officeis 
eoopped, appeared to be inclined to deliver Arnold into our 
 deter- aands for Major Andre, but they have ſince declared it was 
an was mpoſſible. If it could have been effected, our deſire to get 
s qual, rnold would have rendered the exchange ealy on our part, 
w, and . The Britiih. army were in the utmoſt affliction on the account 
BD: Major Andre, and have ſent repeated flags on the ſubjett. 
n Vat, BB: cſterday they ſent General Robertſon, Andrew Eliot and 
bly e. ihiam Smith, Eſquires ; the two latter were not permitted 
err Vi. o land, General Greene met General Robertſon ; he had 
nu oching material to urge, but that Andre had come on {hore 
1 6 iner the ſanction of a ſlag, and therefore could not be con- 
. Ar6 idered as a ſpy. But this is not true, He came at night, 
Id a ad no flag, and on buſinels totally incompatible with the 
ollow- Nature of a lag. He allo faid, © they ſhould retaliate, on 


8 J „ . . 
to tel ene people in New York and Charleſton; but he was told 


„ ſuch converſation could neither be heard nor under- 
1 200, After which he urged the releaſe of Andre on mo- 
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1780. tives of humanity, and becauſe Sir Henry Clinton was muc| 


— attached to him. 


The author of the foregoing letter concludes it with fzp. 
ing, I have been particular in this narration, not knowing 
what ſtrange ſtories you will have on the ſubjecl. 

The court martial, for trial of Major Andre, conſiſted o 
thirteen General officers, Major-General Greene an. 
and John Lawrence, Eſq. Advecate General. 
Arnold, for a pecuniary reward, betrayed his truſt, Hz 
would have ſacrificed the lives of his countrymen, and by 
delivery of the fortreſs, done irreparable injury to his col 
try; but all gracious heaven interpoſed, and prevented hy 
nefarious deſigns taking eſſect. Though he eſcaped tie 


puniſhment he delerved, by a flight to the enemy, yet he 


Cannot eſcape the remonſtrances of his conſcience, which, 
perhaps, in ſome period of his life, may give him ſevere 
bain than any bodily infliction; Nor will the infamy he 
hath brought on his charatter, ever be eſſaced. | 

Beſides the money he had, or was to receive from the en. 
emy, it is probable by was actuated partly by a ſpirit of ie 
venge in this ignominious tranſaction, from the followicg 
eircumſtances which have been relaed, He was cenſurd 
for his ma l- practices at Philadelphia, after the Britiſh force 
had phenyl, 1ry it in 1778. He was impeached by the execy. 
tive council of that city, and tried by a court martial 
Morriſtown ; and though found guitty of ſome ot the chap 
es, ſo tender wetc they bf him, that he was only reprimand 
ed by the commander i in ch ie. He was acculed Of cou 
mitting depredations on private property, and ſelling la; 
quantities of goods at private fale, through his agents. 0 
was convicted of granting a pals contrary io general orden, 
to favour a {cheme of | ſpeculation, and employ! ing wWegyum 
for his own private uſe at improper tmes. 

Henry Laurens, Eſq. late Preſident of Congteſs (ale et 
on his paſſage to Holland} was committed to the tower i 
Loadon, by a warrai t of this date, ſigned by" the three plir 
cipal Secretaries of State, Stormont, Rillſho:pugh and Ger 


maine; directed to Cbarles Earl Cornwallis, conttable of tie 


tower, end his deputy. He is committed till further orders 
{ſuſpicion of treafon, in the revolted colonies. 

In this monih, a new arrangement of the continental eli), 
was reſolved on by Congrels. 

The regular army of the United States, from a alter wt 
firſt day of January, 1781, to confi} of four 1egiments 0 
cavalry, or light dragoons, four regiments of artillery, it 
nine regiments of infantry, excluſive of Colonel Hazen 

z{led, © The Congrels' own regiment”—on2 reginent i 
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mud ME artificers, The reſpective States-to furniſh their quotas as 
MW proportioned by Congreſs. That no new appointments of 
b (ay. the States, to command the regiments, be made of a higher 
owing WY rank than a Lieutenant. Colonel Commandant. And as by 
be foregoing arrangement many deſerving officers may be- 
ſted of come ſupernumerary, Congreſs reſolved, 
idem That after the reform of the army takes place, the offi- 
ers ſhall be entitled to half pay tor ſeven years, in ſpecie, or 


. He cher current money equivalent; and to have grants of land 


and by t the cloſe of the year, agreeable to the reſolution of the 
s coun. Nick of September, 1776.“ 
ed hs Some days after the above reſolves, Congreſs made an al- 
ed tir eration, and inſtead of the four regiments of cavalry, re- 
yet be W(ol ved, | | x 
which WF © That there be four legionary corps, conſiſting partly of 
{everer IE 
amy he hat there be two partizan corps, conſiſting of mounted and 
| Hilmounted dragoons, one of which corps to be commanded 
he en. y Colonel Armand, and the other by Major Lee. The ot- 
| of re-Wicers who continue in ſervice to the end of the war to be 
lowing W-nt1:)ed to half pay during life, to commence from the time 
enſured Hof the reduction. : | 
h force An officer of diſtinction in the Continental army, gives 
 execu-iWhe following relation of an action between General Van 
artial a WMenſelaer, and Sir John Johnſon ; 
e cha; General Van Kenſelaer, with the militia, and the new 
wand evies, under Colonel Da Bois, engaged the enemy under 
{ col ir John Johnſon, yeſterday morning, at Fox's Mills, Try- 
ng 10:3 WWW:-county ; and after a very ſevere action of three quarters of 
's, Hen hour, forced them to give way, ant croſs the river, leaving 
 orcers, Hbeir plunder, baggage, and priſoners behind them, an hour's 
v eg000 Might would have given us the whole party. The action was 
Feneral and vigorous. Colonel Brown was killed in ſkirmiſh— 
Ig the fore part of the day. The country is deſolated from 
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ders Sir Henry Clinton having appointed Brigadier-General 
the to command au expedition to Cheſapeak; he pro- 
; ceded wita the troops deſtined for that ſervice, invade 
as, and endeavoured to eltablith a polt theie. = 
alter my Gorernour Jefferlfon of Virginia, in a letter from Rich— 
nens ond. congrauulat es Congreſs © Ou the finall dawn of good 
*. bol 5 tune which at length appeared ju the ſouth,” of which he 
H1 4201 g normed by diſpatches from Gene: al Gates containing 


122 Wi 10 
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o, ort-Hunter up to Stone- Arabia, and in part of it, the grain 
ce pu ud forage all deſtroped.“ The above party alſo deſtroyed 
nd Ger | cholarie; the inhabitants got imo the fort, who, with the 
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ounted dragoons, and two troops of diſmounted dragoons, 
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hundred men. 


Od, 7. 


A council of the principal officers having thought it adviſe 


M. of the 7th, who lay encamped on the top of King 


onel Campbell's regiments began the attack, and kept up! 
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the account of ſome ſucceſſes in that quarter, after the unfy,, 
tunate action near Camden. | | 

Colonel Clark with one hundred riflemen forced his wy 
through South Carolina to Georgia; on his route thithe; 
being joined by ſeven hundred men, he proceeded to thy 
town of Auguſta and took it; but not finding it prudent 9 
continue there, he retreated to the upper part of South Cz. 
rolina in Ninety-Six diſtrict, and made a ſtand with eipht 
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** Colonel William Campbell defeated Major Ferguſon, e = 
the noted loyal partizan, the feventh-ot the month. By hi ion “ V. 
account we learn on his receiving intelligence that Maja ander, : 
Ferguſon bad advanced up as far as Gilbert-town, in Ruther. , land” 
ford county, end threatened to croſs the mountains to the K Pare 
weſtern waters, he was joined by the Cols. Shelby, Seiver E n the Stat 
M' Dowel, Cleavland and J. Williams, theſe combined, mad: i Major. 


their force to conſiſt of about eighteen hundred militis ates in 8 
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ble to purſue the enemy, with nine hundred of the bet 
horſemen, and leave the reſt to follow. They began their 
purſuit about eight o'clock the ſame evening, and marching 
all night came up with the enemy about three o'clock, . 


Mountain, twelve miles north of the Cherokee-tord, in the 
confidence they could not be forced from fo advantageous WE The ref. 
a poſt. They got within a quarter of a mile of the eneny WG ny, was 

before they were diſcovered, Colonel Shelby's and Col WMheafineſs 
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fire on the enemy while the right and left wings were at 
vancing forward to ſurround them, which was done in about 
five minutes, and the fire became general all round. The 
engagement laſted an hour and five minutes; the greatel 
part of which time, a heavy and inceſſant fire was Kept 0 
both ſides. His men, in ſome parts where the regula 
tonght, were obliged to give way a ſmall diſtance, two d 
thice times, but rallied and returned with additional ardour b 
the attack. | 

he troops upon the right having gained the ſummit oft 
erninence, obliged the enemy to retreat along the top of tit 
ridge to where Colonel Cleavland commanded, and were thet 
oppec by his brave men; a flag was immediately hoifled 
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. Captain Depeyeſter, the commanding officer, as a lige a Half, 
do ſurrender (Major Furguſon having been killed a liule be roſpect 
ore.) he living immedtetely ceaſe, and the enemy , ed to th 


Jown their aruis, the greateſt part of them loaded, and fur 
rendered theinfelves at diſcretion, | 

It appeared by Colonel Campbell's relation, that from (x 
enemy 's own provifion rciurns for that day found in is 
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camp, that their whole force conſiſted of eleven hundred and 
E wenty-five men. Eighteen of the regulars were killed, one 
Hundred and three wounded and taken priſoners : Two hun- 
Jerd and fix of the tories were killed, one hundred and twen- 
© y-eight wounded and fix hundred and twenty-nine were 
nade priſoners, Colonel Campbell's loſs was twenty-eight 
Billed (among whom was Colonel Williams) and ſixty were 
rounded. | 

The trade of Great Britain having greatly ſuffered by the 
aptures made by American armed veſſels, the Brituſh con- 
rentied meaſures to diſcourage prtuateertng in the States, and 
Ws one means to effect this purpoſe, they came to a reſolu- 
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puſon, 


By hs ion Not to exchange in America, the Captains or com- 
nanders of ſuch armed veſſels, but to fend them priſoners to 


Major Wi 
Uther. 3 


England,” This reſolution was put in execution, and was 


I 
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to the WG diſtreſſing cucumſtance to the families of ſuch as refided 
Server, n the States. | | 

d, matt I Major-General Green was appointed to ſucceed General 
miliua 


ſpate in South Carolina at a very critical period, 

W The capture of Charleſton, the defeat of General Gates, 
Ind the ſucceſſes of Tarleton, had brought the Continental 
airs into a very hazardous ſituation in that quarter, and 
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arching i frorded very unfavourable proſpetts there; but not long af- 

ck, b r General Green's arrival, things took a different turn, and 
__ Wppearances were more promiſing on the fide of the Conti— 
, 10 i: Rentals 
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W The reſolutions of Congreſs for a new arrangement of the 
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enen my, was not conformable to their expectations, and cauſed 
d Col- Wreafineſs among them. The Commander in chief ſaw a 
pt vu} 1 horm was gathering, and thought it prudent, on this occa- 
ere dl. 1 on, to communicate his opinion to Congreſs, on che beſt 
in abou Wcans to avert it. On the 21th of the month, he informed 
d. Tit { ongreſs, That the general topic of declamation in the 
greatck my was, that it was as hard as diſhonourable, for men, who 
kept aid made every ſacrifice to the ſervice, two be turned out of 
regula Wi 
„two ad 


W at the pleaſure of thoſe in power, without an adequate 
ardout 


weir commiſſions, but they are not willing to be forced to it.“ 
Ie Commander in chiet in his communication io Con- 
Wes ſuggeſts che policy of making ample provifion, both 
Je: the officers who ſlay, and for thoſe who are reduced. 
e recommended what he thought would be the moſt eco- 
Wmcal, the moſt politic, and the molt effectual proviſions 
. a half pay for lite. Supported (the General ſays) by. 
WW! oſpett of a permanent dependence, the officers would 
ed to the ſervice, and would ſubmit to many momentary 
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WP mpenſation, Too many of the officers wifh to get rid of 


g-ventions, and to the inconvenicnces which the ſituation + 
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Nov. 20. 


An Hiſtorical Journal of 


from the principle that this meaſure is incompatible with Her 
the genius of our government, be thought inſurmountable, | attack 
would propoſe a ſubſtitute, leſs eligible in my opinion, but and den 
which may anſwer the purpoſe; it is to make the preſent af and his 
pay, tor ſever years, whole pay for the ſame period, to be ad. Wathir 
vanced at two different payments, one half in a year after con. ation; 
eluſion of peace, the other half in two years ſubſequent to WF Colo: 
the firſt,” “. | WT temptin 
His Excellency alſo takes notice of the injuries and in- MW a detact 
conveniences that attend a continual change ot officers, and Mi Diſtrict 
conſequent pramotions 1n the army. | my were 
Soon after Congreſs were poſſeſſed of the ſentiments of MW Tarletor 
General Waſhington they reſolved, © That the commander: ton. B 
in chief, and commanding officer in the northern depart- {itinental: 
ment, direct the ofhcers of each State to meet, and agree WM The 
upon the officers for the regiments to be raiſed by their re. oo a hei; 
pective States, from thoſe who incline to continue in ſervice, chem. 
and where it cannot be done by agreement, to be determined The 
by ſeniority ; and make return of thoſe who are to remain, ner orde 
which is to de tranſmitted to Congreſs, together with the ilfefts. 
names of the officers reduced, who are to be allowed hal. Died: 
pay for life. That the officers who {hall continue in ſervice Me Tern 
to the end of the war, ſhall alſo be entitled to half-pay dur. Net the ifl 
ing life, to commence from the time of their reduction.“ ef the F 
Theſe reſolutions had a ſalutary effect, and kept matters iWdevolves 
quiet for a time, | | By naval art 
Major-General Greene tranſmitted to Congreſs an ac- WWF This u 
count of a ſucceſsful action of General Sumpter, at Black Wcommani 
Forks, on Trvon river, which happened this day. eon Hudſ 
General Sumpter engaged with a body of three hundred auarters 
cavalry, Tarlton's legion, and about two hundred and fity Oppoſite 
Britiſh infantry. The conflict was warm and the enemy e Major 
pulſed, They rallied, and on a ſecond charge were repull- Wl his date, 
ed again. They made a third effort, but a fire from an em. WW aſhing 
nence of the Continentals, gave them an effectual check; Mundred 
they quitted the field and retired, leaving ninety dead, and Wi . Fair. Fore 
an hundred wounded. Only three were killed, and four n that 
wounded on the part of the Continentals, among the latte, ns appr 
is General Sumpter. Some tories from the out poſts of the BP orty mile 
Britiſh, on Crane and Lynch creeks, advanced to intercept Wl ed.) Th 
the waggons, and avail themſelves of the ſupplies {rom tho Haston e. 
ſettlements deſigned for the advanced troops under the Con-: harged i. 
tinental General Smallwood, who having intelligence of , ately wit 
diſpatched General Morgan and Lieutenant. Colonel Wall- Nere Kill, 


ington to prevent it. The Lieutenant-Colonel having 99 
artillery, made*ule cf the following ſtratagem: 


the American War. 


with He mounted a log; arid holding out the appearance of an 
le, attack with field pieces, gained his point by ſending a flag, 
but and demanding an immediate ſyrrender of Colonel Rugeley 
af and his party, who, on the approach of Lieutenant-Colonet 


e ad. 
con. 
at to 


Waſhington, had retired to a laged barn on Rugeley's plant- 
ation; they ſurrendered without firing a gun: And, on 
Colonel Tarleton's legion receiving a ſevere tepulſe in at- 
tempting to ſurprize Colonels Marrian and Clarke; who, wath 
a detachment of fave, or fix hundred men, were poſted in the 
Diſtrict of Ninety-ſix. Upwards of an hundred of the ene- 
my were left dead on the ſpot, and a great number wounded. 
Tarleton having received many wounds returned to Charleſ- 
ton. By the account given of this affair, the loſs of the Con- 


d in- 
„ and 
1ts of 
ander 


epart- tinentals did not exceed ten in killed and wounded. 9 
agree The diſputes between England and Holland, had riſen 
r re. vo a height that could be terminated only by a war between 
vice, them. 5 | 

mined WR The King of Great- Britain began it, and in a formal man- 
main, w ordered general reprizals on Holland of ſubjects and ef- 
th the ects, | mo j- 


d half. 
ervice 
Ly Cure 
n.“ 
natters 
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Died at Newport this day, His Excellency Gharles Louis 
e Ternay, Knight of St. John of Jeruſalem and Governour 
Wot the iſlands of France and Bourbon, commander in, chief 
Wot the French fleet in the American ſeas. The command 
evolves on M. D:'Eftouches, Captain and Brigadier of the 
naval army.“ 8 . | 

This month the Continental army, under the immediate 
eommand of General Waſhington went into winter quarters 
en Hudſon river. The commander in chief fixed his head 


an ac- 


Black 


undred quarters at New-Windfor on the weſt or Jerſey fide, nearly 
ad filly eppoſite to Fiſh- Kill. 

my ve. Major. General Morgan in a letter to General Greene, of 
repul- Wi this date, informed him of the ſucceſs of Lieutenant - Colonel 
an em. {WV alhington, in defeating a body of Georgia tories, about two 
check; MP undred and fifty in number, who had advanced as far as 
id, and air. Foreſt, and were inſulting and plundering the people 
ad four n that neighbourhood : They had retreated on hearing of 
e latter, is approach. The next day he came up with them about 
$ of the Norty miles from Pacolet creek (where morgan was encamp- 
ntercept ed They were alarmed, and- flew to their horſes. Waſh- 
m tho Hagton extended his mounted riflemen on the wings and 
he Con- hargedin front with, his own regiment. They fled precipi- 
ce of i, ately without making any reſiſtance :; an hundred and fifty 


| Wal: 


ere killed and wounded, and about thirty taken priſoners. 
ving 3 
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from the principle that this meaſure is incompatible with Her 
the genius of our government, be thought inſurmountable, | attack! 
would propoſe a ſubſtitute, leſs eligible in my opinion, but and den 
which may anſwer the purpoſe; it is to make the preſent Half and his 
pay, tor ſeven years, whole pay for the ſame period, to be ad. Waſhin 


vanced at two different payments, one halt in a year after con. ation; 
eluſion of peace, the other half in two years ſubſequent to = Colo: 
the firſt,” ME temptin 
His Excellency alſo takes notice of the injuries and in. detach 
conveniences that attend a continual change ot officers, and Diſtrict 
conſequent pramotions 1n the army. | my were 

Soon after Congreſs were poſſeſſed of the ſentiments of MM Tarletor 
General Waſhington they reſolved, * That the commander ton. B 
in chief, and commanding officer in the northern depart uUnentals 
ment, direct the officers of each State to meet, and apree WF The | 
upon the othcers for the regiments to be raiſed by their re. io a heig 


pective States, from thoſe who incline to continue in lervice, them. 

and where it cannot be done by agreement, to be determined WE The! 
by ſeniority ; and make return of thoſe who are to remain, ner orde 
which is to de tranſmitted to Congreſs, together with the fects. 

names of the officers reduced, who are to be allowed half. Died a 
pay for life. That the officers who {hall continue in ſervice Me Tern, 
to the end of the war, ſhall alſo be entitled to halt-pay dur. ot the iſl 
ing life, to commence ſrom the time of their reduction.“ Hef the F. 


Theſe reſolutions bad a ſalutary effect, and kept matters devolves 
quiet for a time, | BE naval art 


Major-General Greene tranſmitted to Congreſs an ac. WWF This a 
count of a ſuccelstul action of General Sumpter, at Black eomman- 
Forks, on Tryon river, which happened this day. Jon Hudſ 
General Sumpter engaged with a body of three hundred quarters 
cavalry, Tarlton's legion, and about two hundred and fits HMeppoſite 
Britiſh infantry. The cooflit was warm and the enemy te.. Mejor 
pulſed, They rallied, and on a ſecond charge were repull- » this date, 
ed again. They made a third effort, but a fire from an em. Wl alhing 

nence of the Continentals, gave them an eftettnal check; undred 
they quitted the field and retired, leaving ninety dead, aud Pair. Fore 
an hundred wounded. Only three were Killed. and four in that | 


wounded on the part of the Continentals, among the latter, s appr. 
is General Sumpter. Some tories from the ont polls oi be 0 _ 
Ed.] Th 


Britiſh, on Crane and Lynch creeks, advanced to intercet Bl 


the waggons, and avail themſelves of the ſupplies {rom tho 2000 e 
ſeulements deſigned for the advanced troops under the Con- arged 1; 


tinental General Smallwood, who having intelligence oi 1, 1 ately wit 
diſpatched General Morgan and Lieutenant-Colonel Wall gre kill 
ington to prevent it. The Lieutenant-Colonel having 
artillery, made uſe of the following ſtratagem: 
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with le mounted a log, and holding out the appearance of an 
le, I attack with field pieces, gained his point by ſending a flag, 
bu and demanding an immediate ſurrender of Colonel Rugeley 
fand his party, who, on the approach of Lieutenant Colonel 
x ad. Waſhington, had retired to a loged barn on Rugeley's plant- 
con- ation; they ſurrendered without firing a gun: And, on 

nt to Colonel Tarleton's legion receiving a ſevere repulſe in at- 
| 2 tempting to ſurprize Colonels Marrian and Clarke, who, with 
d in-. a detachment of five, or fix hundred men, were poſted in the 
„ and Diſtrict of Ninety-ſix. Upwards of an hundred of the ene- 
my were left dead on the ſpot, and a great number wounded. 
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1ts ot Tarleton having received many wounds returned to Charleſ- 
ander ton. By the account given of this affair, the loſs of the Con- 
epart- WR tinentals did not exceed ten in killed and wounded. 

agree WT The diſputes between England and Holland, had riſen 


io a height that could be terminated only by a war between 


rvice, chem. 

mined e The King of Great- Britain began it, and in a formal man- 
main, ner ordered general reprizals on Holland of ſubjetts and et- 
th the fects. | | — M24 

d ha. Died at Newport this day, © His Excellency Ctarles Louis 
ervice Me Ternay, Knight ot St. John of Jeruſalem and Governour 
y du. ot the iſlands of France and Bourbon, commander in chief 


n.“ [fot the French fleet in the American ſeas. The command 
natters devolves on M. D*'Eftouches, Captain and Brigadier ot the 
EF naval army.“ 8 

This month the Continental army, under the immediate 
command of General Waſhington went into winter quarters 
Egon Hudſon river. The commander in chief fixed his head 
undred quarters at New-Windſor on the weſt or Jerſey fide, nearly 
ad fits oppoſite to Fiſh-Kill. 3 

my e. . Major-General Morgan in a letter to General Greene, of 
repull- S this date, informed him of the ſucceſs of Lieutenant-Colonel 
in em. {WV alhington, in defeating a body of Georgia tories, about two 
check: undred and fifty in number, who had advanced as tar as 
1d, and Fair. Foreſt, and were inſulting and plundering the people 
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ad four n that neighbourhood : They had retreated on hearing of 
e latter, is approach. The next day he came up with them about 
$ of the Norty miles from Pacolet creek (where morgan was encamp- 
1Mterceo ed.) They were alarmed, and flew to their horſes. Waſh- 
m tho iston extended his mounted riflemen on the wings and 
he Con- harged in front with his own regiment. They fled precipi- 
ce of it, N aiely without making any 1eſiſtance : an hundred and htty 
| Wall ere Killed and wounded, and about thirty taken priſoners, 
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what makes this ſucceſs more valuable, General Morgan 
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writes, is, becauſe it was obtained without the loſs of a man 2 Le 
on Waſhington's ſide. Lb W 3 55 ( 
| 42 i a fil inf 
It appears by the above relation, to be almoſt a total over. iate 

throw on the part of the tories. Only ſeventy of their whole A di 
number e'caped. 1 33 8 Naiers of 
| The Commiſſary of priſoners having laid before Conpre:, Wayne 
an account of their ſituation, and the treatment the Conti. 13 80 Py 
nentals had received in the hands of the enemy. A committee Wi hr 
of Congreſs appointed on this buſineſs, made report, That That t 
notwithſtanding every effort of Congreſs to obtain tor our Vent fro: 
people, priſoners in the enemy's hands, that treatment which nr one t 
hnmanity alone ſhould have dictated, the Britiſh commander, ame wil 
unmindful of the tenderneſs exerciſed towards their men, Polyrejes 
priſoners in our hands, and regardleſs of the practice of ciy. oa the 
ized nations, have perſiſted in treating our priſoners with Mrecuted 
them, with every ſpecies of inſult, carnage and cruelty, W The dil 
Officers and men are indiſcriminately thrown into the hold; . nliſtmen 
of prifon ſhips,* and into loathſome dungeons, and there ears or d 
deprived of fuel, and the common neceſſaries of lite, by crc mad, 
which means many of the citizens of theſe States have hee, nes were 
compelled to enter into their ſervice to. avoid thoſe diſtreſſe = enga 
which a conduct ſo contrary to ibe law of nations, had To ex 0 
brought pon them. Our ſeamen taken upon the American 01 Pennſy! 
coaſt, have been {ent to Great- Britain, or other paris be. Me Jerſies 
yond ſeas to prevent their being exchanged, or to force then 75 mplaints 


to take arms againſt their country: That in the opinion cf 
the committee, an exerct/eof the lau o/ retallialion is becom: 
neceſſary, and a juſtice due1othofe.ctizensbt. America whom 
the fortune of war has thrown into the hands of our enemy,” 
In conſequence of this repreſentation, Congreſs were induc. 
ed to paſs the following reſolve, Fhat the Britiſh priſoners 
ſhould receive the ſame allowances. and treatment in every Ie 
ſpect as the people who are priſoners receive from the enemy 
and that theBoardof Admiralty iſſue orders not toexchan geany 
Britiſh fez officers or ſeamen, until the enemy have retune 
to ſome of the garriſons in America {ſuch ſeamen as they have 
taken upon the American -coafls and lent to Great-Britain 
Or other parts beyond ſeas, and to continue the treatment 
till Congreſs, or the commander in chief, ſhall order other. 
wiſe.“ of} vb. | 
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gan A number of troops were embarked at New York, for 
nan Virginia, and the command given to the apoſtate Arnold, as 
WE: ft inſtrument to pillage and diſtreſs the inhabitants ot that 
Ver. E State. | 7 
hole . A diſcontent aroſe among ſome of the Continental ſol- 
diers of the Pennſylvanian line, belonging to General 
res Wayne's diviſion. About two thouſand of theſe, hegded by 
Dn. a Sergeant-Major, marched off from their encampment to- 
tee NVards Delaware, and took poſt at Princetown. | 
That That they had no deſign to go over to the enemy is evi- 
out ent from their treatment of a ſergeant of the Royal army, 
hich Had one Ogden, an inhabitant of New- Jerſey (his guide) who 
nders ame with propoſals from Sir H. Clinton, which they not 
men, poly rejected but delivered the meſſengers to General Wayne, 
 civ. a the 10th of the month. they were tried, and afterwards 
with {Executed as ſpies.) bl | | 
velty, WE The diſcontent of the ſoldiers aroſe from the terms of their 
holds 5 nliſtments wanting explanation, whether it was tor three 
there ears or during the war. Some invidious compariſons allo 
e, by ere made between the large bounty given to thoſe, whole 
2 been nes were confeſſedly out; and the condition of thole who 
treſſes ere engaged during the war, | oy | 
„ had To explain matters to them, a Committee of the Council 
erican Wi Pennſylvania, and a Committee of Congreſs repaired to 
is be. L e Jerſtes, and Commiſſioners being, appointed to hear their, 
them Momplaints, and redreſs their grievances, they were ſatisfied, 
ion d returned to their duty in the Continental army. 
econ! WR Holland declared war againſt England. 
whom Wi 5rigadier-Genera] Morgan, having defeated a detachment 
emy. che Koyaliſts under Lieutenant-Cplonel Tarletou, at a 
induc ace called the Cow-pens, near Pacolet river (S. C.) Major- 
ilones HPeneral Greene forwarded to Congreſs, General Morgan's , 
ery re aer to him, containing the particulars of the action. The. 
enemy, Hrigadier writes thus; © On the 14th of [January,] having 
1ge any ieiligence that the Britiſh army were in motion, and that 
mei eir movements clearly indicated their intention of difludg-, 
ey nav; is me, I abandoned my encampment at Grindales ford, 
Britain d took poſſeſſion of a polt ſeven miles from Cherokee-tord, 
eatment Wd Brond river, My former poſition ſubjected me at once 
other. the operations of Lord Cornwailis and Colonel Tatleton, 


= in cafe of a defeat, my retieat might eaſily have been cut 
| My ſituation at the Cow-pens enabled me to improve. 
adrantages that I might have gained, and to provide bet- 

tor my lecurity ſhould I be unfortunate. Theſe realons. 
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induced me to take this poſt, notwithſtanding it had the yy, WH fifty pa. 
pearance of a retreat. On the evening of the 16th the ene, a briſk 
my occupied the ground we removed from in the morning, Colone 
An hour before day light, one of my ſcouts informed me they WW charge 
had advanced within five mites of our camp; on this into. enemy 
mation, the neceſſary diſpoſitions were made, and from the WF onel M 
alacritywf the troops, we were ſoon prepared to receive the, WF down 0 
The light infantry, commanded by Lientenant-Colonel How. firmneſ; 
ard, and the Virginia militia, under Major Triplet, were form. were er 
ed on a riſing ground; the third regiment of dragoons con. twenty 
' fiſting of about eighty men, under command of Lieutenant. than ts 
Colonel Waſhington, were ſo poſted in their rear, as note was ten 
be injured by the enemy's fire, and yet to be able to charge rank at 
them, ſhould an occaſion offer. The volunteers from Non commit 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, under command of WF which | 
Colonel Pickens, were poſted to guard the flanks, Mae ſtandare 
M'Dowal, of the North Carolina volunteers, was poſted u ty-five | 
the right flank, in front of, the line, one hundred and fy one hut 
yards. Major Cuningham, of ihe Georgia Volunteers, on the troyed 
left at the ſame diſtance in front. Colonels Brannons and BR though 
Thomas, of the South Carolina volunteers, on the right hhundrec 
Major M' Dowal; and Colonels Hayes and M' Call, of-ti: choſen 
ſame corps on the left of Myjor Cunningham. Captain bers, th 
Peter and Buchanan, with ſome rifle-men, were to [uppott WF jullice « 
the right of the'line. The enemy drew up in one line fo BF Lord 
hundred yards in front of our advanced corps; the firſt ba. marche; 
talion ot the leventy-firfſt 1gpiment, was oppoſed to our right, WE ous to 


W marche: 
W morning 
ſuch. a c 
% days, ] 


the ſeventh to our left, the legion infantry to our center, an 
two compandes of light troops, of one hunared-each, on oi 
flanks. In their front they moored two pieces of artiller); 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton, with two hundred al 


eighty cavalry, were poſted in the rear of his line. The dé Yadkin 
polition being thus made, ſmall parties of rifle-men ve Majo 
detached to ſkirmiſh with the enemy, on which their whole ments « 
Yine advanced with the greateſt impetuoſity, ſhouting as tif leaving 
advanced. e | the lig! 
Majors M'Dowal and Cunningham gave them 2 hea order te 
and galling fire, and retreated to the regiments intended u enemy 
their ſupport. The whole of Colonel Pickens 's commail W where ( 
then kept up a fice by regiments retreating agreeable e ed. 7't 
orders. When the enemy advanced to our line, they t- who ma 
ceived a well directed and inceſſant fire ; but their nume W vere di 


being ſuperiour to ours, they gained our flanks which obligt | collect; 
us to change ovir poſition, We retired in good ordet e they die 
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he ap, 

* 2 briſk fire, which threw them into diſorder. Lieutenant- 
rning, Colonel Howard obſerving this, gave orders for the line to 
e they I charge bayonets, which was done with ſuch addrels, that the 
intor. enemy fled with the utmoſt precipitation. Lieutenant-Col- 
xm the WE onel Waſhington diſcovering that the cavaliy were cutting 
then, don our rifle-men on the left, he charged them with ſuch 
How. firmneſs as obliged them to retire in confuſion. The enemy 


 torm. 
8 con. 


wete entirely routed, and the purſuit continued upwards of 
twenty miles. Our loſs was inconſiderable, not having more 


tenant . than twelve killed and ſixty wounded, The enemy's loſs 
not to vas ten commiſſioned officers, and upwards of one hundred 
charge rank and file killed, two hundred wounded, twenty-nine 
Non commiſſioned officers, and above five hundred priſoners, 
and of WW which fell into our hands. With two pieces of artillery, two 
Major WG ſtandards, eight hundred muſquets, one travelling forge, thir- 
ſted on ty-hive baggage waggons, ſeventy negroes, and upwards of 
ad fitty one hundred dragoun horſes with all their muſic ; They deſ- 
„on tie troyed moſt of their baggage which was immenſe. Al- 
ons and though our ſucceſs was complete, we tought with only eight 
right of hundred men, and were oppoſed to upwards of one thouſand 
„ of-the choſen Britiſh troops. Such was the inferiority of our num- 
2aptaint bers, that our ſucceſs muſt be attributed under God to the 
ſupport juſlice of our cauſe, and the bravery of our troops. 
ine four BR Lord Cornwallis upon hearing of the defeat of Tarleton, 
firſt ba. marched in purſuit of the light infantry and priſoners, previ- 
ur right, WR ous to which, Brigadier- General Morgan had made forced 
wer, ai marches up into the country and croſſed the Catawba. The 
on ou WE morning before a great rain fell, which ſwelled the river to 
rtillery; WS fuch, a degree as prevented the enemy from toiding ſeveral 
red an days. During which time, the priſoners had got over the 
The d Yadkin and paſſed Dan river, and eſcaped him. 
en wet BR Major. General Greene, being informed of the move- 
ir wholt 5 ments of Cornwallis put his army in motion on Pedee, and 


g as the 


leaving it under command of General Auger, ſet out to join 
the light infantry camp at Shazards fort on the Catawba, in 


ö 
1 2 He order to collect the militia and embarraſs the enemy. The 
ended u enemy crofled at M'Cowen's ford a litile lower down, 
. om mail W where Genera] Davidſon with a party of militia were polt- 
eeable ed. This General fell on the, fi: fi diſcharge of the enemy, 
, they e Who made good their landing, Ibe milina retreated and 
r num"! WR were diſperted. General Greene waited for the wilitia to 
ch oblig Collect at a place appointed for a rendezvous, but finding 


der % icy did not collect, the light infantry continuce their march 


fifty paces, formed, advanced on the enemy and gave them 
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to Saliſbury and croſſed the. Yadkin,, but the enemy ap. 
proached before they had got over all their baggage and 
ſtores, and a ſkirmithing enfued. The boats being ſecured, 
and the river continuing high, the enemy were for ſome time 
ſtopped in their purſuit, Sadr Greene not being able to 
form a junction of his forces, and fearing the river would fal 
off as to be fordable, ordered his army to file off to Guildford 
COUNFnOURS es | Kg b 

The enemy having croſſed the Yadkin at the Swallows 
ford, advanced within twenty-five or thirty miles of Guilford 
court-houſe. General Greene now ordered the ſtores and 
heavy baggage to be removed to Prince Edward's court-houle 
in Virginia, and formed a light army to harraſs the enemy 
in their progreſs, whilſt he, and the reſt of his army croſſed 


the Roanoke with about two thouſand, Lord Cornwallis 


had with him twenty-five hundred. He afterwards retreated 


with his troops to Hillſborough, where he divided his army 


into three diviſions, one took the route to Saliſbury, another 
towards Pedee, and the third towards Wilmington to join a 
body that had landed at Cape- Fear. 3.4 

M. D'Eftouches Chef d'Efcadre of the French ſquadron 
at Newport, diſpatched from thence, M. Tilly wich the 
Excillè of fixty-four guns and two frigates for Virginia, 
wizere, having arrived, they captured the greateſt part of the 
fivet which had accomp-1ned Arnold to the Cheiepeak, and 


ard elcaved. Ihe French commander brought oft the Brit- 
iſh man of war, Romulus of forty guns, and about five hun- 
died! priſoners, taken in the various veſſels; he alſo took fx 
armed tranſports, laden with flores, burnt tour others, and 
returned to Newport. | | | | 
M. D'Eſtouches having ſailed from Newport with the 
principal ſhips of the French ſquadron, and the Romulus, 
jell in wich Admiral Arbuthnot's fleet of nine ſail, from 
Gardiner's Iſland.x An engagement took place this 
day between the two fleets. The Britiſh being much that- 
iered, proceeded to Chefepeak, and the French returned to 
Newport, it appeared each ſide were willing to quit the 
combat, the Brinfh were rather ſuperior in force. 
On this day a battle was fought between the army under 
General Greene, and the Royaliſts under Lord Cornwallis 
at Guilford court-houfſe, North Carolina. General Greene, 


- * Gardiner's Iſland adjoins Long Iend, and is dien 


from Newport about forty miles. 
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in his letter to the Preſident of Congreſs, relates the follow- 
ing particulars of the action. 11 

On the morning of the 15th, our reconnoitering parties 
reported, the enemy was advancing to the great Saliſbury 
road. The army was draiwn up in three lines. The North 
Carolina militia under Generals Butler and Eaton, the ſec— 
ond of Viginia militia commanded by Generals Stevens and 
Lawton, forming two brigades, the third line conſiſting of 
wo brigades, ove of Virginia and one of Maryland Conti- 


nentels, commanded by General Hugar and Colonel Wil— 


EY. goons-of the fi: {l and third regiments of light-infantry, com- 
E poſed of Continental troops, and a regiment of rifle- men, 
under Colonel Lynch, formed a corps of obſervation, for 
W the ſecurity of our 7294t flank. Lieutenant-Colonel Lec 
W with his legion, a detachment of light-1nfaniry, and a corps 
of rifle-men, under Colonel Campbell, formed a corps of ob- 
W ſervation for the fecurity of our % flank. The greateſt 
part of the country is a wilderneſs, with a few cleared fields, 
inter ſperſed here and there. The army was drawn up on a 
large hill of ground, ſurrounded by other hills, the greater 
part of which was covered with timber and thick under bruſh. 
be front line was poſted with two field pieces, juſt in the 


lel with the line, with an open field directly in front. The 
ſecond line was in the woods about three hundred yards, in 
dhe rear ot the ſecond, with a double front, as the hills drew 
o a point, where they were poſted ; and on th: right and 
W leſt were two old fields. 


W the enemy, having previouſly ſent off the baggage to the 
F appointed to rendezvous at in caſe of a defeat. Licute- 


Avery ſevere ſkirmiſh with Colonel Tarle:on, in w iche 
enemy ſuffered greatly. Captain Armſtrong charged the Britin 
Legion, and cut down near thirty of their dragoons, but as 
he enemy reiaforced their advanced party, Lieutenant Co- 
bonel Lee, was obliged to retire and take his poſition in the 
ine. The action commenced by a cannonade which laſted 
about twenty minutes, when the enemy advanced in three 
columns, the Heſſians on the right, the guards in che centre, 
and Lieutenant. Colonel Webſter's brigade on the left, The 
* v hole moved through the old fields, to attack the North Caro- 


W liams. Lieutenant-Colonel Waſhington, with the dra- 


edge of the woods, and the hack of a fence which run paral- 


* In this poſition General Greene waited the approach of 
iron works ten miles from Guildford court-houle, the place 


gnant- Colonel Lee, met the enemy on their advance, and had 
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| got into the rear of the Virginia brigade, and appearing to 
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lina brigades, who waited the attack until the enemy got with Wi A le 
about one hundred and forty yards, when part of them began action, 
a fire, but a conſiderable part left the ground without firing e tO it 
at all. The Generals and field officers did all they could to 1. 5 5 


induce the men to ſtand their ground, but neither the advan. 
tages of the poſition, nor any other conſideration could in. 
duce them to ſtay. The Virginia militia gave the enemy: 
warm reception and continued it for a long time, but being 


W parcure, 
WS the wou 
and (ev: 


| BS at New- 
beat back, the action became general every where, The Wi walls h 
corps of obſervation under Lieutenant Colonels Waſhing, Wi Katt + 


ton and Lee were warmly engaged and did great execution, 
the conflict was long and ſevere and the enemy only gain. 
ed their point by ſuperior diſcipline. They having broke 
the ſecond Maryland regiment and turned our lett flank and 
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e gaining our right, which would have encircled the whole 
of the Continental troops, General Greene 2 it mol 


adviſable to order a retreat. About this time Lieutenam. . After 
Colonel Waſhington had made charge with the horſe uon tention: 
a part of the brigade of guards, and the firſt regiment of M-. Lord R 
rylanders, commanded by Colonel Grenby, and ſeconded by Mi of e 
Lieutenant- Colonel Howard, followed the horſe with ther Charleſt 
bayonets; near the whole of this party fell a ſacrifice. Gen Man actio 
eral Hugar was the laſt that was engaged, and gave the ene Cimden 
my a check. $5 | BB proſpe 
We retreated in good order to the Reedy Ford river ant my to (: 
croſſed at the ford about three miles from the field ot actio main ro; 
and there halted and drew up the troops until we colledei t bor his : 
moſt of our ſtragglers. We loſt our artillery and two am the left 
munition waggons, the greateſt part of our horſes being hand the 
led before the retreat began, and it being impoſſible toe Ln chi 
move the pieces along the gieat road. After collecting On the 
ſtragglers we retired to this camp (at the iron works) e vere fire 
miles diſtant from Guildford. | vih gre 
From the beſt accounts I can get, the enemy's loſs is ven properly 
great, not leſs than 6co killed and wounded, beſides ſonme ed in ct. 


played o 
F uring, at 


few priſoners we brought off. On the fide of the Contr 
nentals, General Stevens and Hugar were wounded, Get 


eral Greene returned 329 killed, wounded, and miſ ig nfortun 
many of the latter went to their homes after the action,“ and reg; 
officer in General Greene's army, remarked, ** That he co sven or 


ſidered this action, with reference to Cornwallis, like il! | 4 take a n. 
of Burgoyhe's, the 19th of September, 1777; he kept in (it ere rail 
field, but it proved his ruin,” ea of a 
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A letter wrote by General Greene, ſeven days after the 


6 hin W action, ſays: That Cornwallis's troops were too much gall- 

| "2 .-; a * 0 

| A ea io improve their ſucceſs; that he (Greene) lay that day 
46 Nat the iron works, preparing for another action, expecting 

»uld eo 


. the enemy to advance; but of a ſudden they took their de- 


ur Fo parture, and left behind them evident marks of diſtreſs, All 
Ae m. be wounded at Guilford which had fallen into their hands; 
"Y WE and ſeventy of their on, 100 bad to move, were left hehind 
tO, at New- Garden. Moſt of their officers ſuffered ; Lord Corn— 


,. IM 8 wallis had his horſe ſhot under him ; Colonel Stuart of the 


aſhing. BS ids was killed; General O'Hara, and Colonels Tarleton 

) Aon 1 8 ”, "þ 

cuneh, and Webſter wounded.” The Royal army retreated towards 
ly gain. BC: ofs-creek, and to Wilmington, on Cape Fear river. The 
; broke loss of the Royaliſts at Guiltord, an officer reported to be 
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i hundred and ſixty-three, excluſive of officers. Lord 
Cornwallis's army was reduced to about ſeventeen hundred. 
Lord Rawden was at Camden with about five hundred reg- 
W ulars, 
After the Guildford battle, General Greene turned his at- 
W tention again towards South Carolina to that part of it where 
Lord Rawden was poſted in order to attempt to diſpoſſels 
him ok Camden (about a hundred and twenty-five miles from 
WE Charleſton.) I: conſequence of General Greene's plan, 
Wan action took place this day. General Greene lay before 
Camden, and finding it impoſſible to ſtorm the town with 
a proſpect of ſucceſs, he took a poſition to induce the ene- 
my to ſally. A hill about a mile from the town on the 
main road leading to Waxhaws, was the place pitched on 
bor his troops. It was covered with timber, and flanked on 
he left by an impaſſable moraſs; the country between that 


iver and 
t action, 
»ollectel 


two am 


eing bi and the town covered by heavy wool and under bruth. 

le to te. I this ſituation they lay upon their arms ready for action. 
ing ou On the morning of the 25th of April his advanced piquets 
21 ks) en were fired upon. The enemy advanced, and were received 


ich great gallantry. The troops on each quarter being 
properly diſpoſed for the action, the whole were ſoon engay- 
ein cloſe firing, and the artillery under Colonel Harriſon 


ls is ver 
les ſome 


ne Con Wpiayed on their front. The enemy upon the left were re- 
1. Ge 4 luring, aud Goneral Greene's troops advancing on them, but 
| miſſag e unfortunately two companies ot the right, of the fi: ſt Mary- 
ion, land regiment got diſordered, and Colonel Gunby having 
t he co ven orders tor the reſt of the regiment. then advancing to 

like da ke a new polition in the rear where the two companies 
ept in cre railying, This impreſſed the whole regiment with the 


ea of a retreat, and communicated to the ſecond repiment, 
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which immediately followed the firſt. In their retiring, bol 
were rallied, but too late; the enemy had gained the hull and Two fi 
obliged the artillery to retire, The ſecond Virginia leg. and m. 
ment having advanced ſome diſtance down the hill, and tit ical aff 
Maryland line being gone, the enemy 1mmediately turne corps, 
their flank, while they engaged in front. Colonel Waſhing. river, 2 
ton of the horſe, found the enemy, both horſe and foot, ren. was do! 
ing towards the town, and took upwards of two hundred pi Rob: 
oners, with ten or fifteen officers, before he diſcovered ti; Congre 
army had left the ground. The Continemals got into io, WR laid be 
much diſorder to recover the fortune of the day, which a be re. 
firſt promiſed ſucceſs; they retired two or three miles wit. WY ©x180n: 
out loſs of artillery, ammunition, waggons, or baggage, Th revenue 
enemy ſuffered greatly; their force was not materially di. dence 0 
terent. General Greene loſt, in killed and wounded, one individ 
hundred and thirty-four, and miſſing one hundred and thirty. aid the 
fix; one third of the latter were afterwards heard of on t /21s 9f 1 
return. N les, cal 
A body of Britiſh troops, under command of Major. Cel. new {p 
eral Phillips (who was taken with General Burgoyue and 8 {hall be 
lately exchanged) ſailed om New- York, and arrived nM **2'2ge 
Virginia the beginning of April, and joined thoſe ale variably 
there at Portſmouth on James river under Arnold. UE mercial 
waras of four thouſand men were embarked ſoon after, ui conſide: 
the ſame delign, The troops were employed in ravagiag V ſhed, 
ginia, rifling the plantations, and deſtroying public and 5. will not 
vate property. A body of Continentals, under Marquis «Be but eve! 
la Fayette, conſiſting of about fifteen hundied, were diſpatch ae). 
ed to Virginia to join Baron Steuben ; their joint force, to Ned. Pr 
gether with the militia, under General Muhlenbe:g, were B bar agal 
oppole the enemy. 3 | CEN ad lily 
Major General Phillips having chief command of the Bu The 
tiſh in Virginia he took poſt at Mancheſter, called Rock [elolves 
Rega, the ſou-h ſide of James-town about halt a mile iron we” Philac 
Richmond, witha view to capture the military ſtores, coll Admi 
at che capital, but he retired without making the attempt or euch 
tackiag the Continentals. Major Genera! Phillips died lod BO 
re 


after, and Arnold again reſumed the command, 


A party of Cominentals, commanded by Colonel Cir: 5 in he 
pher Greene, (who bravely diſtinguiſhed himſelf in delete WP oard fit 
ot Fort Mercer at Red Bank in October, 1777) being {atv 5 he ( 
ed near Croten river, in the neighbourhood of Fith Kill, ve actio 
ſurpriſed by the enemy about ſunriſe, Their guards carl 0 8 qua 

firſt to Colonel Greene's and Major Flagg's quarters, 4% be ors. 
; 5 ly pris 


Lilled the Major in bed. The Colonel was badly wow 


the American War. 


el in the houſe, then carried into the woods and cut to pieces, 
Two ſubalterns, and twenty-ſeven privates, were alſo killed, 
and many wounded and mifhng. The reporter of this trag- 
ical affair, ſaid this was perpetrated by Delancey's refugee 
corps, ol two hundred foot, and ſixty horſe; who forded the 
river, and came on their backs, Another account fays it 
was done by an hundred and fifty Engliſh dragoors. 

Robert Morris, Eſq. of Philadelphia, being appointed by 
| Congreſs, Superintendant of the finances of the United States, 
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ito laid before them a plan tor abliſhing a National Bank, 
ich z The reaſons on which this plan is founded, are:“ That the 


W cxigency of the United States required an anticipation of the 
revenues; while at the ſame time there was no ſuch confi. 
W dence eſtabliſhed, as would call for that purpoſe the funds of 
individual citizens. The uſe of the bank, therefore, is to 
aid the government by their monies and credit; to ſupply the 
E: loſs of paper money, which by coming more and more ule- 
lels, called every day for its final redemption; and to give a 
new ſpring to commerce when the freedom of the States 
hall be eſtabliſhed. The ſubſcribers will receive that ad- 


es With: 
ze. The 
ally dit 
ed, one 
1 thirty. 
on the 


or. Cel. 
ue and 


* vel u vantage from the inveſtment of their capital which has in- 
alreat variably attended the buſineſs of banking, in every free com- 
d. U mercial country, The utility of the ſcheme ariſeth from a 
iter, A conſider ation that when the credit of the bank is fully eſtab- 
zing V liſned, and it is known to polleſs conſiderable ſums, the notes 
and pf will not only have an equal currency with gold and ſilver, 
arquis & bs but even be preferred, being more portable. Not like hard 
dilpatch money, liable to be clipped or otherwiſe fraudulently reduc- 


el. Private checks, which will conilantly vary, will be a 
bar againſt counterfeits, and the certainty of receiving gold 
and liver takes away the poſſibility of depreciation.” 


Force, lo 
„ Were l 


f the Bu The plan met the apyrobation of Congreſs. They palled 
1 Rock reſolves conformable thereto, and eſtabliſhed a national bank 
nile fou Philadelphia. - 
colletic ae De Barras being appointed to command the 
capt or _ ip eet at Newport, he arrived at Boſton, and brought 
died loi patches for General Rochambeau. 


A French man of war, of fifly guns, arrived at Boſton 
eich her convoy of tourteen ſail of tranſports, having on 
$ dard fifteen hundred recruits to! Count Rochambeau. 

The Continental army in Carolina were ſucceſsful after 
F ne action of Guiltord, and they gained the afcendency in 
* hat quarter over the Britiſh, _ Lord Rawdon evecuated 
* amden, the 10th ot laſt month, leaving three officers and 
Wi privates ſo dangerouſly wounded in the late action, 2“ 
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to be unable to be removed. They burnt the ſtores beans, 
&c. and left it a heap of ruins. His Lordſhip retreated 
towards Charleſton, acid General Greene ok poſſeſſion of 
the poſt he had left, - 

The next day, Orangeburg, where the Royaliſts had a 
{trong poſt, ſurrendered to Genera] Sumpter, One Colo. 
nel, ſeveral other officers, and eighty privates, were made 
General Marrian, on the 12th of May, took 
Fort Motte ; the garriion conſiſted of nineteen oflicers, and 
one hundred and lixty privates who capitulated ; as did alle 
Fort Granby, the 14th of the ſame month, to Lieutenant. 
Colonel Lee; when one Lieutenant- Colonel, two Maj, 
ome other officers, and three hundred and five privaies, be. 
came his priſoners. Beſides the above, the poſts of Portli. 
go, Georgetown, Fort Watſon, Congarees, &c. which the 
Royaliſts had eſtabliſhed for controuling the country, and 
preſerving its communications, were alſo given up. 

Lord Cornwallis finding he could not for! General Greene 
in South Carolina, and make an entire conqueſt of that and 
the ajoining State of North Carolina, as on his ſuccelles 
hitherto; he flattered himſelf he ſhould be able to accomphih. 
He now thought | in beſt to quit thoſe States, and try his prov- 
els in another, and accordingly pulhed forward with the 
greateſt part of his army, to the State of Virginia already 
inveſted by Britiſh troops. Lord Rawdon, ſucceeded to 
the command-'of the Rouyaliſts in Carolina. 

General Greene attempted to ſtorm the Britiſh poſt It 

Niaety-Siex in S. C. It was garriſoned with three hundred 
and fifty men, beſides militia under Lieutenant- Colonel Cru- 
zer. 

x Lord Rawdon having received reinforcements from Cork, 
marched with about two thouland, to Ninety-Six ; beior 
he arrived, General Greene had been repulſed, in his attempt 
to ſtorm it, and had retired behind the Saluda, ſixteen mile 
from Ninety- Six, when Lord Rawdon arrived there. Abel 
this, General Greene had the good fortune to break up n 
poll, and deſtroy the works; and then retired to Monk's cot 
ner, within twenty-fix miles of Chatleſton. 

Ihe Generals Sumpter and Marrian, and Colonel LE 
(having as related) broken up the poſts in the country, Lord 
Rawdon with his troops, moved towards the capita'. . 
the baggage belonging to the nineteenth regiment, taken a 
Ninety-Six, was found ſeven hundred guineas, which it ws 
ſaid General Greene had diſtributed among his troops 44 
Teward for their bravery, 
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age, On Lord Cornwallis arriving in Virginia, he ordered a 
ated junction of the ſcveral corps of Britiſh, operating there; aud 
m of was reinforced with ſixteen hundred men, from New York; 

their whole force being augmented to more than fix thou— 
ad a land, bis Lo«d{hr1p having the chief command. Arnold de- 
"010. WE camped and returned io New York, and his Lordſhip began 
made his operotions in Virginia. 
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took The Marquis de la Fayette, who was ſent to watch the 
and mctions ot his Lordſhip, proceeded about eight miles above 
J alle Richmond; having under his command, fifteen hundred 
nant- Continental regul-rs, and a body of militia, He was ſoon 
4j ns, after joined by General Wayne's diviſion, of about a thou- 
e, be. fand. Cornwallis having been prevented from poſſefſing 
ori. himſelt of ſome ſtores at Alber marle old couri-houſe, retired 
h the to Richmond where he was the 18th of this month (June.) 
and This place he evacuated two days after, being followed by 
the Continentals, who were joined by Baron Stcuben, 
reene Cornwallis's rout was towards Williamſburg, his right and left 
at and flank being covered by a large corps, commanded by Colonel 
-celles Simcoe. The Marquis dela Fayette puſhed forward a detach- 
2phith, ment under Colonel Butler and 8 bo M'Pherſon, having 
bprow. mounted fifty light infantry behind an equal number of 
h the dragoons. They came up with the enemy, and charged 
ready them within fix miles of Williamſburg. Some of the ad- 
led to vanced corps, compoſed of rifle- men under Majors Call and 
Wills, began a ſmart action the 26th of the month, in which 
oft x {WE fie enemy loft about ſixty killed, including ſeveral officers, 
andred aud one hundred wounded, The Marquis loſt by his re- 
e! Crus tun only thirty-ſeven, of which nine were killed. The 
9 diſproportion of loſs, the Marquis ſaid, “ The {kill of our 

\ Cork rifle. men eaſily explained.“ | 
hetore A party of Continental light horſe, under Colonel Scam- 
attem2 i mel, having embarked in boats and landed at Spicken-devil, 
n mile ner Kinlbiidge, the enemy had intelligence of it, and attacks 


Atier 
up this 
Ks col⸗ 


ed them ſoon alter landing. Though inferior in number, 
they killed and wounded many of the enemy. Five of the 
Continentals were killed and a few wounded. 


nel Lee Virginia had a ſmart action the ſixth of this month, with the 
v, Lol Roy aliſts in the old field, by ſames-town church, in which 
ta. u both ſides loft a conſiderable number of men. An officer of 
taken WG 720k, who was in the action, writes thus, two days aticr 1t 


h it WH 


44 happencd ; © The {lownels of the enemy's purſuit was re— 
2015 458 


ba kable, and muſt be owing to the great loſs they ſuſtained, 

urs does not exceed one hundred and twenty killed and 
By Wounded, No officers among the former, but a great Many 
Wong the leiter; elinoft every field oflicer's horſe killed or 


uh 


5 02 
90 


Three brigades of General Wayne's diviſion of troops in July G. 
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wounded, One of the Marquis Fayette's horſes was kill. 
ed; not a man in the whole detachment was more expoſed 


than him. The enemy have precipitately croſſed the James] 


river, leaving our wounded on this ſide.“ 

Another officer 1s more particular, and gives the fullowing 
account. Cornwallis having encamped near James-town, 
the Marquis Fayette ſent General Wayne, with the Pennlyl. 
vania line, to take their ſlation within a ſmall diſtance of the 
Britiſh army, and watch their motions. About three hun— 
dred riflemen occupied the ground between General Wayne 
and Lord Cornwallis, who were directed to ſcatter themſelves 
in the woods without order, and annoy the enemy's camp. 
This they did with ſuch effect, that a ſmall party was ſent out 
againſt them to diſlodge them; each {ide continuing to re- 
inforce, at length the whole of General Wayne's diviſion 
was engaged; they drove the advanced detachments back to 
their lines, and without ſtopping there, attacked the whole 
Britiſh army, drawn up in order of battle, and charged them 
with their bayonets. The action was obſtinate for the lit- 


tle time is laſted, but the diſproportion of numbers was too 


great, The Marquis arrived in preſon time enough to or- 
der a retreat, and bring off the Pennſylvania troops before 
they were ſurrounded, which the enemy were endeavouring 
to effect, being able greatly to out-flank them. Cornwallis 
did not purſue them more than about halt a mile in their 


retreat, apprehending that the reſt of ow army was near 


enough to ſupport them, not chooſing to e a general en- 
gagement. We loſt two field pieces which could not be 
brought off, all the horſes belonging to them being killed. 
Captain Savage did great execution with a third field piece 
under his command, ſituate in ſuch a manner as to rake with 
grape ſhot, a ſolid column of the enemy on their march; 
with which he cut lanes through them, and repeatedly drove 
them back in the greateſt confuſion, The rifle- men and in- 
tantry were of great ſervice, and gave the enemy ſome heavy 
and well directed fires. The whole of our troops that 
were engaged that day did not amount to more than eleven 


hundred. General Wayne's diviſion loſt one hundred and 


leven privetes and non-commiſſioned officers, Killed, 
wounded and miſling, and twelve commiſſioned oflicers; 
among the laſt, Captain Stakes, wounded in the leg, and 
Captain Cunningham in the foot, both flighily, Ot about 
forty of the wounded, whom I have ſeen, but one is thouglt 
dangerous, 5 

We {offered no loſs of any conſequence except in Gene- 
tz! Wayne's diviſion, The Britiſh immediately after we 
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action, which ended about nine o'clock in the evening, croſ- 1781. 
ſed James river; the whole army were croſſed over by the Gyn 
morning, excepting a part of their hght horſe, for which 
they had boats ready to bring them off inſtantly, in caſe of 
an emergency. Thoſe of Hur wounded who were left on 
the field to the number of about twenty-five, were treated b 
the enemy with more humanity than uſual, and were left be- 
hind, Cornwalhs finding he had killed none but of the 
Pennſylvania line, from that circumſtance andthe information 
of his priſoners learned, that only that line, with a few rifle- 
men and light infantry, had been in the action, and found 
greater cauſe of chagrin that ſuch a handful of men ſhould 
have made ſo ſpirited an attack on his army, than of exulta- 
tion for having repulſed them. 

„The Marquis is moving up James river.“ The letter 
concludes with encomiums on the Marquis's humanity and 


= goodneſs in viſiting the wounded and miniſtering to their 


relief, &c.“ 5 
Admiral Arbuthnot returning to England this month, the 


Z command of the Britiſh fleet, at New York, devolved on Ad- July. 


miral Thomas Gieaves. | 


= This day was executed at Charleſton (S. C.) Colonel Auguſt g. 
hac Hayne, of that State, by order of Lord Rawdon, com. © © © 
mander of the Britiſh troops, and Colonel Balfour, the roy. 
al commandant and ſuperintendant of the police in Charleſ- 
ton. The unbappy gentleman left fundry papers which he 
= enjoined ona friend, to tranſmit to the Delegates for South 
Carolina, at Congreſs. Theſe were printed at Philadelphia, 
nnd from them is collected the following particulars : 
Alt the time of the ſurrender of Charleſton, Colonel 
Hayne was in the country; the ſmall pox was near his planta- 
non. where he had a wife, (ix ſmall children, and upwards 
ot an hundred ſervants, all liable to the diſtemper. Nv 
American army in the State, and no oppoſition like to be 
made to the enemy, and he liable every moment to be made 
Ez a priſoner at difcretion ; and hearing that a Captain Sanders, 
m ihe ſame predicament with himſelf, had been permitted tohis 
pbarole, by the commandant of Charleſton, he determined to 90 
aud deliver himſelf a priſoner of war on parole, not hauthg 
ES the moſt diſtant intention of accepting protection. Genetal 
E Pattiſon (then commandant) refuſed him parole, and told him 


* Extradt of a letter printed in Baltimore, ſaid to be Write 
| * by a gentleman in Captain Moons troop of Bailitnors 
[2 0g00r5, dated July 11th, 
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in poſitive terms, he muſt either take er ene | prepare 
for a priſlon (hip; be was alſo refuſed . ld e. 
bad recovered from the [mall pox, rm b i oh his re - 
and ſurcender bimfelf at diſcretion, Upon tet ind revoltel 
the torm of a protection, his PREP quite Was 
N is idea of taking up arms againſt in enn de mee 
at 21 He was told by che commandant, that os 
I 2 of a declaration of allegiance; but that * q1 ah. 
- on; We „euer be called upon to take up am, an obtain. 
ing afſurances that he never ſhould be called upon, was 4 
JEN from regard to his family (who muſt have been invo f 
17 he molt accumulated diſtreſs by his abſence) he eres 
2 heir rotections. The inſtrument of . 
3 The 8 he objected to, expreſſed no more Ty 
ee ſubjection to their government, 48 Ge: ANY 
| 3 country. | 
ſhould have polleſion 0! regained polſeſon of the county 
where he was, lie returned do his allegiance ge. 
Sie This he was perfectly juſtified in, by the de 1 
* Re FRED it it be conſidered that the projer ys _ 
e . chem, had been extorted by an actua! any pt the 
gan was re eatedly called upon in direct violation ny 
e eee of the commandant tO bear arms * id 
m_ which, however, he always tound Greer wy heb 
Upon bis joiningibe American army, entered on Ma th 
—_— "Se 8 he had the misfortune i 
Fans of the enemy. : 3 
dall gge di fore a court of enquiry and inte ge 
d ; 0 neither the members nor 9 0 55 arg Thy 
5 ; had notice given him the 29th 0 J - 2000 0 2 
2s 4 Rawdon and the commandant [Balfour] Va gn 
e in conſequerce of the court, ol 4 ph 3 of 
itould be executed on 1 gilt had had El 11a) 
4 b (bis intended C ö 
Mr. e e ow were warranted by AY, mee 
Wig ere legal, (He had neither counſel vor wune 
1 n 


8 N «That 
his behalf.) Mr Colcock's anſwer was in lubſtance 


| im nem) 
he was clcarly of opinion that conſidering him as "I 
way Cv) che proceedings againſt him are dot de | 
5 5 he; TA as A ſubjeti they are duettly i - 
3 thereio.“ Colonel Hayne . r 
Radon aad. Colonel Baltour, deſired f 1 4 
mighi be extended, chat he might Lake a la 
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children, &c. He was informed their reſolutions remained 
| unalterable. | | 
His requeſt to take leave of his children was at firſt denied, 
The 31ſt (the day on which he was to have been executed) 
he was informed that in conſequence of a petition ſigned by 


: | Covernour Bull, and others, and his kind treatment of Brit. 
; iſn officers, who had fell into his hands, he was to have a 
- WE reſpite for forty-eight hours, which gave him opportunity to 


- WE {cc his children. The firſt of Auguſt the Town Major 1n- 
| formed him, that forty-eight hours longer were allowed him. 
Previous to this, Major Fraſer had told him, That the mo- 
| ment any repreſentation was made to the commandant, by 
General Greene, in his behalf, the reſpite ceaſed, and he 
would be immediately ordered for execution.” 


. The Royal commanders would not ſpare his life, no ap- 
| plications nor entreaties, on his behalf, could prevail. The 

ladies of Charleſton, all ot them, excepting (it is ſaid) four, 

Wo | ſigned a petition, to © Avert, prolong, or mitigate his ſen- 
| tence ;”* but without effect. | 

fy About the middle of this month, the Royal army, at New 

521 Vork, were reinforced with three thouſand German troops, 


from Bremen. | 


the Admiral Count de Graffe, arrived of Cheſepeak bay, with 


1 thirty-four ſail of French men of war. 
be Arnold was employed by Sir H. Clinton, to ravage and 
_ waſte Connecticut (the State which gave him birth.) 


He landed with a body of Royaliſts at the mouth of New. 
London harbour, and proceeded to the town; he burnt the 
ogat @ greateſt part of it, and Groten, near the water. Fort Trum— 
m. bull not being tenable, the garriſon were forced to quit it, and 
Tha Vent over to Fort Griſwold at Groten, where chiefly militia 
men were ſtationed. Colonel Ledyard, who commanded it, 


net 


e to 4 i ; | 
hat he grepulſed the invaders three or four times, but was obliged et 
ed of ength to ſurrender the fort, upon its being ſtormed. After 


be had ſurrendered (the relator of this tranſaction, a militia 


tri 
officer, the day after it took place, ſays) They murdered the 


| 


w, av ; 
elles Colonel, and a number of others; ſeventy- four officers and 
« Tha men killed, and between thirty and forty wounded in the 
«neo bort. They carried off about forty priſoners ; but few were 
irranied 

201091: Lord Rawdon, {ſon of Earl Moiſa of Ireland) when he 
40 Lo Carolina, was taken on his paſſage to England, by one of 
carol i-22t de Grafſe's /[quadron, and ſent to France, where he was 
1 of Wc! treated, and had liberty to return to England on hs 
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taken from the enemy,” The loſs in goods and proviſions, 


—y— ſtores and ſhipping, was very great. In the attack of the 


Sept. 7. 


fort, the enemy loſt Major Montgomery, and fifty-two offi. 
cers and men were killed; their wounded were carried off, 
Colonel Ayres, who commanded the diviſion, was wound. 
ed (it was ſaid) mortally, Arnold headed the diviſion, which 
marched to New London. rs 5 
It was judged that an hundred inhabitants, were deprived 
of their habitations, and moſt of them, their all. Sixty awel. 
ling houſes, and eighty- four ſtores, were deſtroyed. | 
The Britiſh fleet, at New-York, was reinforced. Sir 
Samuel Hood, arrived there with thirteen ſhips of the line, 
four frigates and two fire-ſhips. The Admirals T. Greaves, 
Drake, and Hood, have now a command of thirty ſail of Brit- 
iſh men of war- | 
At Eutaw Springs, about fifty miles from Charleſton, an 
action happened between General Greene and the main body 
of the Royaliſts under Colonel Stuart. The General diſ— 
patched one of his aids to Congreſs with a letter to the Pref. 
ident, containing the following intelligence: © That the 
General having croſſed Howell's ferry and taken poll, he 
got information that the enemy were at Eutaw Springs, about 
forty miles below him. That they had been reinforced and 
were preparing to eftabliſh a permanent poſt there. Though 
the General's number was inferior, b determined to hazard 
an action, and for this purpoſe beg? his march the fifth of 
September, having put his army 1'.to proper diſpoſition, and 
being joined on the ſeventh by seneral Marrian, he puſhed 
on to attack them, The legio . and State troops fell in with 
a party of the enemy's horſe - id foot, about four miles from 
their camp, and drove them, 
The army moved on, and the firing began again. About 
two or three miles from their camp, a clole and fierce en. 
agement began, The Generals Marrian and Pickens, and 
Colonel Malmedy conducting them with great bravery ; but 
the enemy's fire being ſuperior, and they advancing, Gene: 
ral Greene's militia began to give way, when General Sum. 
ner, with the North Carolina brigades, was ordered to their 
ſupport; they fought with great gallantry on both ſides. In 
this ſtate of the action, Colonel Campbell with the Virgin 
ans, and Colonel Wiiliams with the Marylanders, ruſhing on 
impetuoully, carried all before them, and routed the enemy 
in all quarters. 


2. 


Hampton, of the State cavalry, charged a party, and took 


Lieutenant- Colonel Lee at the fame wy 
charged the in the rear, and turned their left flank. Col. 
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upwards of one hundred priſoners. They were prevented 


from rallying and forming (which they ſeemed dilpoſed to 


do) by Colonel Waſhington bringing up the corps de relerve 
on the left; and with the aſſiſtance of Captain Kirkwood's 
infantry, General Greene puſhed them cloſely till they 
broke, and he got into their camp. Some hundreds fell into 


his hands. But ſome of the enemy having betook them- 


taking poſt in a picketed garden, and in the impenetrable 


ſhrubs, and their rear being ſecured by the ſprings and dee 
hollow ways, they renewed the action. Lieutenant- Colonel 
Waſhington, in attempting to diſlodge them, and get thro' the 
thicket, had his horſe ſhot under him, was wounded and taken 
priſoner. The party ſent to diſlodge them from the houſe 
and thicket ſuffered great loſs by the fire from the houſe and 
arty in the thicket ; and moſt of the officers and men being 
killed or wounded, made it impoſſible to bring off tour field- 
pieces, when they were ordered to retreat. | 

General Greene now thought it beſt to retire (his ammu— 
nition being moſtly expended)out of the fire of the houſe, and 
draw up his troops a little diſtance from the woods, Having 
collected all his wounded, and retired to a place where there 
was water to refreſh his troops, and leaving a ſtrong piquet 
on the field of action, he detached General Marrian, and 
Lieutenant- Colonel Lee, between Eutaw and Charleſton, to 
prevent reinforcements going to the enemy. 

On the morning of the 7th of September, the enemy re- 
ured, leaving ſeventy of their wounded, and not leſs than a 
thouſand ſtand of arms picked up on the field broke, and 
concealed 1n the ſprings. General Greene purſued ; but 
they formed a junction with Major M'Arthur, near Fergu- 


{elves to a three ftortes brick houſe near the ſpring; others 


ſon's ſwamp. General Marrian and Colonel Lee, nat hav- 


ing a force ſufficient to prevent it; but upon the main body 
approaching, they retreated towards Charleſton. Five hun- 
dred priſoners fell into his hands, including the wounded 
the enemy left behind. The brick houſe, and their peculiar 
lirength of poſition at Eutaw, ſaved the remainder of the 
Royaliſts. The General beſtows great encomiums on his 
officers, and thinks kimſelf peculiarly indebted for the vitto- 
y to the free ule of the bayonet made by the Virginians, 
Marylanders, the infantry of the legion, and Captain Kirk- 
wood's light intantry, He regrets the loſs of that foidier 
and patriot Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell of Virginia, who 
tell as he was leading his troops to the charge: The loſs he 
ſuſtained in officers was conſiderably more from their vaiug 
than their number. 


—— —— Sears - 


October. 


Nov. 
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Having purſued the Royaliſts as far as Martin's tavern, 
near Ferguſon's ſwamp, and finding he could not overtake 
them, he halted with a deſign to take his old ſtation on the 
high hills of Santee, | 

Such was the ſituation of General Greene's army the 11h 
of September; this action gave to General Greene, the un. 
diſputed maſtery of the country of South Carolina, 

Admiral Digby, in the Prince George of ninety guns, with 
two other line of battle ſhips, and a thirty-ſix gun trigate, 
arrived at New-York, from England. 

In this fleet, came Prince William HYry,* a youth about 
fifteen years of age; the third ſon of King George the third, 

He is the firſt Royal perſonage that ever came to Amer. 
ica. | 

Before the above arrival, Admiral Greaves, with the Bri: 


iſh fleet, had ſailed from New York, for the Cheſepeak, In 


queſt of the French fleet. 

About the middle of this month, Colonel Willet, of the 
Continentals, had an action with Major Roſs in Tryon cour. 
ty, about fourteen miles above Fort Dayton, in which the 
noted Captain Walter Butler, and eight others were killed, 
and twenty taken priſoners. Their number amounted (a 


appeared by a memorandum, found in Butler's pocket-book! 


to be ſix hundred and ſeven, among whom were one hun- 
dred and thirty Indians, they had aſſembled in the upper part 
of the Mohawk diſtrict and employed themſelves in killing 
the cattle, belonging to the inhabitants, and other depreda- 
tions. They were entirelv roated, and fled into the wil. 
derneis, where their proſpe&t was diſmal. Seven days 
march—rivers paſſable, but upon ratts—a barren wildernels, 
in an inclement ſeaſon, to be encountered before they could 
obtain any proviſions. The deſolate region they traverlec, 
in their flight, lies upwards of thirty miles north of Fort 
Schuyler, All their horſes, excepting five, and their wound- 
ed, fell into the hands of Colonel Willet. 

Operations in Virginia, after the arrival of Count de 


Graſſe. 


Lord Cornwallis, with his troops, having taken poſſeſſion 


of York-town and Glouceſter, in Auguſt laſt, he eſtabliſhed 


poſts there. The former being the principal one, the Roy— 
aliſts were collected there, the 26th of that month, at the 
time Count de Graſſe arrived off the Cheſepeak, with a 
large fleet of French men of war, to aſſiſt in an expedion 


4 The preſent Duke of Clarepce. 
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„ formed againſt his Lordſhip. In the beginning of Septem- 
ber, Count de Graſſe's fleet was joined by eight ſail of men 
ot war, from Newport, under M. Barras. The French Ad. 
miral landed ſome troops in Virginia, The critical ſituation 


th of Lord Cornwallis, called for every effort to be made by the 
n. Royal commanders at New Vork, to relieve him. For this 
purpoſe, the Britiſh fleet, under Admirals T. Greaves, Hood, 
th and Drake, failed from thence, for the Cheſepeak. On their 
te, appearance off, the French ſlipped their cables, and put out 
alter them. An engagement enſued, on the 7th of Septem- 
ut ber, off Cape Henry. Count de Graſſe commanded one di- 
d, viſion of the French, in the order of battle. M. de Mor- 
To teuil and M. de Bouganville, the other two diviſions. The 
| prevailed over the Britiſh and obhged them to deſiſt. Cap- 
it. tain Robinſon, of the Shrewſbury, loſt one of his legs. The 
in action began at four o'clock, P. M. and continued till ſun» 
ee, when the firing ceaſed. Rear- Admiral Drake, com- 
the manded the van ol the Britiſh, which diviſion being chiefly 
un. engaged. ſuffered greatly in their maſls and rigging; one of 
the them, with all her pumps, could ſcarcely be kept above wa- 
ed, ter, and they alterwards burnt her; ſhe was the Terrible, of 
(45 ſcventy-four guns, | | 
ok By the Britin account, they ſuffered much more in their 
un- mails and tackling than the French; they had ninety 
part men killed, and two hundred and forty-{1x wounded, The 
ling lets remained within fight of each other, five days; but 
02 the French had ſo poſted themſelves, as to prevent any ſuc- 
wil. cos getting up York river. The Britiſh, therefore, return— 
days ec to New York, Two Britiſh trigates, the Iris and Rich- 
16ſt, wond, were captured by the French, 
ould WR {be allied army, deſtined to encounter the Britiſh in Vir- 
ed, fla, were ſaid to conſiſt of feven thouland French, and five 
Fort [W'bouſand, five hundred Continental regulars, aſſiſted with 
und. ſome militia, They palled the North River, and proceeded 
na Philadelphia; they began to move from the neighbour— 
t de $1004 01 New York, towards the latter end of Auguſt, and the 
beginning of September they arrived at William{burg. Suit- 
Mon ble diſpoſitions being made, they inveſted York-town, and 
iſned Plouceſter. The allies began their operations, and on the 
Roy- evening of the th of October, broke ground within ſeven 
i: the Jlundred yards of the enemy's lines, A parallel of a mile in 
37h a ent, was completed, unperceived b, the enemy; and be- 
nion Pore the evening of the 10th, they began a cannonade and 


Pombardment, {rom upwards of fixty pieces of heavy ord- 
Wance and mortars ; their fire being ſuperior to the euemy's. 
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On the night of the 12th of October, the ſecond parallel y 
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. but dot completed till the morn of the 15th, Ty 


redoubts on the enemy's left, being neceſſary to effet i The n 
They were ſtormed by the French grenadiers, under Baryſoners of w 
de Viomenil, and the American light troops, under Marqui che United 
de la Fayette. The redoubts were defended by one hu Allem 
dred and fifty men, all of whom were either killed or tak impaired. 
The allies' loſs was about one hundred killed and wounde! arms, colo 
On the evening ot the 16th, Colonel Abercrombie of round the 
Royaliſts, with eight companies of light troops, made an iſtination 
tack on the line ot the beſiegers, in two places, and got iii © Office 
two unfiniſhed batteries and ſpiked a ſew pieces of cannon; private pro 
but was ſoon repulſed with loſs. On the evening of the 170 The lo 
a furious attack was made on the enemy's works, from tvWyivania in 
ſecond parallel, from ſeventy pieces, at the diſtance of abu he Ameri 
two hundred and fifty yards, which occaſioned Lord Co The 
| wallis to order a parley to be beat, and to requeſt a celainſ&p-ngland, d 
of twenty-four hours, for Commiſſioners to be appointed le officers 
both parties, to adjuſt the terms of ſurrender. Suff © Lord ( 
time was granted by General Waſhington for this purpo: et War wi 
The Viſcount de Noailles and Colonel Laurens, aids ohe veſſel tc 
Excellency, having ſettled the preliminaries with Colone * The tr 
Dundas and. Major Roſs, aids and Commiſſioners from Le be priſo! 
Cornwallis, the articles of capitulation were ſigned the 191 The fh 
of October, about one o'clock, and interchanged ; and ab officer c 
two, P. M. the Britiſh garriſon, of York, led on by Gene © One a 
O'Hara (Cornwallis being indiſpoſed) was conducted H bo had jo 


ccount, w. 


General Lincoln, through the allied army drawn up in ti 
Wgton, and 


lines, to a field, where, having grounded their arms, 2 


ſtripped off their accoutrements, they were re-conducz_l An offict 
through the lines, and committed to the care of a guard. 1 ity killed 
the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, the garriſon Glo mericans, 
cefter was ſurrendered to the command of the Dùe de al. two 
zun. Previous to this, a detachment of Americans e Americ 


French, took poſſeſſion of the enemy's horn-works, and v,, ad lerved 
ed on them, the ſtandards of the allied nations of Ameri ontinenta 


and France. I Cornwal 
The only conteſt between the Americans and French, du. 1 undred an 
ing the ſiege, was, who ſhould excel in operations again E ounded, a 

the common enemy. An officer who left the allied am. 
the next day after the ſurrender of Lord Cornwallis, and From the 
army, favoured the public, with the foregoing narrative e 
| a OWII 


their operations, &c. 
Subſtance of the capitulation agreed on between Gene! 
Waſhington, Count de Rockhambean, and Count de Gra" 


the American War. 


Jon the one part, and Earl Cornwallis and Thomas Symonds 

(commander of the Briti ſn naval force at Virginia) on the 

E other part. 1 | | 
„The mariners and ſeamen of the King's ſhips are priſ- 

Joners of war to the navy of France, and the land forces to 
Iche United States. | | 


| Wa 

Tw 
ect 
Barn 


Arquy 

ks | © All military and artillery ſtores to be delivered up un- 
taker impaired. (The manner of ſurrender was with ſhouldered 
inde! arms, colours caſed and drums beating a Britiſh march to 


of th 

an at 
ot inn 
non, 
e 170 


round their arms and return to their encampment till their 
iſtination was fixed.) | 
Officers to have their fide arms allowed them, and their 
Wprivate property. ES | | 

The ſoldiers to be kept at Virginia, Maryland and Penn- 


m lvania in regiments ; to have rations allowed them equal to 
faba be Americans, and to have their officers near them. 
Col * The General and other officers to go on paroles to 


ö England, New York, or other poſts occupied by the Britiſh; 


he officers 10 keep ſoldiers or ſervants. 


{ſation 
ated bi 


ficien Lord Cornwallis to man and diſpatch the Bonetta ſloop 
urpol et War with diſpatches to Sir Henry Clinton at New Vork; 
« t0 he veſſel to be returned, and the hands accounted for. 


long 
m Lott 
he 191 
d abolt 
Genen 


* The traders to be allowed to diſpoſe of their effes, and 
J be priſoners on parole, 


“The ſhipping with all the ſtores, &c. to be delivered to 
Wn officer of the navy, &c. | 


One article propoſing * That the natives or inhabitants 


ged ho had joined the Britiſh, ſhould not be puniſhed on that 
) in count, was not admitted by his Excellency General Waſh- 
ns, a gton, and referred to the civil power.” 


duct An official return ſtates the loſs on the ſide of the French, 
rd, y killed and one hundred and twenty-ſeven wounded, 
Glow 
de La. 
ans al 
1d platt. 
Amerid 


R 


W otal, two hundred and ſeventy-ſeven. Among the lain of 
We Americans is Colonel Scamme}, a worthy officer, who 


Wontinental troops. 


W Cornwallis's account of his loſs, during the ſiege, is one 
Wundred and fifty-ſix killed, three hundred and twenty. ſix 


ch, du | | 

$ again! ounded, and ſeventy miſſing. Total, five hundred and fitty- 
d m. a 1 - 
Ind he From: the original muſter-rolls of the Britiſh, a copy of 
3 | : . ' . ; 
rative d E nich was tranſmitted tO Congreſs * General Waſhington, 


Pe following appears to be their lols, viz. 
Genen 


7 Graft 


Americans, twenty-ſeven killed, and ſeventy-three wounded, 


d ſerved with great reputation, as Adjutant-General of the 
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5747 Regulars, including the hoſpital and commiſſaty The B 
departments. | at the fic 
75 braſs 83 lbs. q Major-G 
169 iron Cannon. 89 kbbls. \ POW Er. About 
2025 ſahres. 261 horſes, | French fl 
7794 muſquets, 1600 caſks pork, beef, flour and [We 
: other proviſions. mander. 
A large quantity of artillery and military ſtores, regimen. After 
tal ſtandards, German 18, Britiſh 10. Camp colours, Ger. fleet to jc 
man 32, Britiſh 41. deſtined 
Military cheſt 2113 6s. ſterling. | taken fr 
General Waſhington ſent forward to Congreſs twenty: in poſſe! 
four of the ſtandards to be preſerved as trophies of this vic. Wi * _ 
tory. | | Fren 
Ea Cornwallis having been reduced to ſuch a ſituation, engagem: 
as obliged him to ſurrender, or attempt an eſcape, he made by the en 
preparations for the latter, t expecting that though it ſhould to ſinke 
prove unſucceſsful] to its object, it might delay the allied Wi The C 
forces in the proſecution of their enterprizes. A numberoi Wi hundred 
large boats were prepared, and upon other pretexts were or- Wi French ſc 
dered to be in readineſs to receive troops precilely at an Wi had the ti 
hour he had appointed; with theſe he hoped to paſs the in- we g 
fantry in the night, abandoning his baggage, and leaving a Wl * Sm 
detachment to capitulate for the town's people, and for the Wi | es 
ſick and wounded; on which ſubject a letter was ready tv i 0 * F 
be delivered to General Waſhington; ee 
After making his arrangements as ſecretly as he could, he gov * 
light infantry; greateſt part of the guards, and part of the Wi 0 = 
twenty-third regiment embarked at the hour appointed, and Wi "ily 
landed at Glouceſter; but a ſtorm of wind and rain enſuing, i Ky * 
drove all the boats, ſome of which had troops on board 1 g mh 
down the river. He ſoon found that the intended pailaze Wl 81 oy ts 
was impracticable. In this ſituation his force being divided, we 8 
the batteries of the beſiegers opened on him; the pallage . pod 
between York and Glouceſter greatly expoſed. The boats Bl e 
however returned, and were ordered to bring back the troops Wl Or e 
tha; had paſſed during the night, which was done, and they Wl "Ie e 
again joined his Lordſhip at Vork. This plan of getting t wk = 
with his troops not ſucceeding, he thought it now time !0 Wil Spariſh 
open a corre{pondence with General Waſhington with pro- hard _ 
polals of ſurrender on the conditions above-mentioned. State. 
* Another biſt publiſhed makes ther loſs 11, 800, :ncludin; Wi MB 


2000 ſailors, 1800 nag roes, and 1500 Tories, 80 weſt 
large and [mall,” | b 
+ See /ts letter written after his capture, 


vo 
* 


hopes of 


the American War, 


Cary The Brigadiers Da Portait and Knox, for their ſervices 
| xt the ſiege of York-town, were advanced to the rank of 
| Major-Generals. 

About the 4th of this month, Count De Graſſe, with the 
| French fleet, ſailed from Virginia for the Weſt-Indies. 

and [We regret the fate of this brave and experienced com- 

mander. 3 = 
nen. Alter his arrival at Hiſpaniola, he failed again with his 

Ger. fleet to join the Spaniſh fleet, in a certain latitude, which was 

deſtined to recapture the iſland of Jamaica (which had been 

taken from the Spaniards in 1656, and had remained 

ny. in poſſeſſion of the Engliſh.) The Britiſh fleet under 
vie. the Admirals Rodney, Hood, and Drake, fell in with the 
BE French fleet; and, on the 12th of April, 1782, had a ſevere 
fon engagement with them. The Count being overpowered 
made by the enemy's force, after the braveſt reſiſtance, was obliged 

0 to ſtrike to Sir Samuel Hood in the Barfleur. | 

lied Tbe Count had his flag on board the Ville de Paris of one 

or of WE hundred and ten guns, beſides which five other ſhips of the 

e or- {WE French ſquadron were captured by the Britiſh, The Count 

t an bad the teſtimony of the principal Britiſh officers in his fa- 

> in. vour; they applauded his courage and conduct, and teſtiſied 

g 2 that he had done all it was in the power of any man to do in 

the like circumſtances, notwithſtanding which, and the honour 

dy to 4 he had brought on the French flag in America, he was 
diſgraced in France; his misfortune and ill treatment ſour 

Abe but en end to his life after his arrival there. 

1 This day was appointed by Congrels, and accordingly ob- 

„and ſerved throughout the United States, as a day of religious 

vis, i thanklgiving for the ſignal victory granted the allied army 


bond over the enemy at York-town, the 19th of October laſt. 

le At this period a revolution in the currency of the United 
ded Y States took place. The paper bills of credit, emitted by Con- 
alle if preſs and individual States, by their recommendation, to 
boats carry on the war, ſuddenly diſappeared and went out of 
7000 i circulation ; gold and filver appeared, and became che 
| they | circulating medium. The foreign loans negotiated by 
ao of i the American miniſters, the ſpecie brought by the French 
ne 0. oops and navy, together with the trade of the French and 


E Spaniſh Weſt-Indies (part of the returns being invelted in 
: hard money) fecilitated this change in the currency ot the 
States. * | 

The capture of Earl Cornwallis and his army was humili— 
zung to the Britiſh miniſtry, and fruſtrated their ſanguine 
: hopes of reducing America to the obedience of Parliament. 
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4/8 1782. On his Lordſhip's arrival in England (on his parole) he ed in the 
8 Ly d declared that © America was noi to be conquered by fire ani R taker 
448 ſword, let their numbers be ever ſo great.“ Lord North u boat, at 
313 the futility of his ſchemes, and ſaid that the form ot the wa, WR entrar) 
$i all together ſhould be altered. Lord George Germaine re. na tree 
1 ſigned his American Secretaryſhip, and quitted the idea vi took view 
11 | conqueſt, In fact all parties wiſhed for peace. The 
21418 March, The military operations of the royal army at New Vork murder v 
1348 | were ſuſpended. Sir Henry Clinton employed a numbet neten,“ 
1 of his troops in cutting a canal from the north to the ea er) hu 
Win” river, to ſerve as a barrier againſt any attack from the Con. een 
1418 tinental army, in caſe the ſuſpenſion ſhould be taken of, the Gene 
Jan and the war he renewed, 15 ] then com 
WANs Count De Rochambeau detached from his army in Vir. ordered a 
1 gina, about eight hundred troops to join General Greene in wn hou! 
ent Carolina, | | bla tha 
141 The latter end of this month a bill was prepared an w Wee 
1 brought into Parliament, “to enable his Majeſty to conclude il A. — 
14 a peace and truce with the revolted Colonies in America,” e os, 
5697 An act was paſſed conformable to the principles ot tu, ens 
146006 bill and received the royal aſcent, but it was deficient in the Wi Aug; by, 
A two moſt eſſential points; it did not contain the leaſt hint Wh: 7 1 
%% of granting independency to America, or including France 1 
For n the truce propoſed, The people were clamourous again! Wi x N 5 
. the miniſtry ; they had loſt their confidence. Their meal. |” . 2 
. ures were found to be ruinous in their conſequences, i i r 5 
. the nation, and a total change in the adminiſtration took i 2h bo 
TIO place. The Marquis of Rockingham was appointed fir i *h 17 age 
* Lord of the treaſury zn the room of Lord North. The all 
14 views of the new munſtry appeared to be pacific, ſomething 3s E 
1 f a | ;. Big 2. mouth co 
1 like an olive branch was held out to America, and Sir G . 
1 $a Carlton diſpatched there, with the act of truce, juſt mention: Machs 
1 ed, which, had it been paſſed after the change of the odd 1 - 
1 miniſtry, would probably have contained the neceſfary re- ha 
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quiſites for making peace. Sir Guy Carlton was allo to 
ſucceed Sir Henry Clinton as commander in chief of tbe 
1. troops at New Vork. | | 

| "oF Abril. About the middle of this month Captain Foſhua Hud 


= * — 
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bi was inhumanly hanged at Middletown point, by a party o which kil 

Tt | e The ſtory is thus told by the author of * Common De alfdav 

thy | | | Senſe,” in a letter to Sir Guy Carlton, after his arrival a nary 5 
„ | 66 . d tk £ 'S river. dartr N 
N He was attacked at a ſmall fort on Tom's river, by a pa The tr 
„ | | of refugees in the Britiſh pay and ſervice, and made priſoner, Wi 10 6 
bf 1 K ö 0 ; 7 1 = 1 2. 
1 together with his company, carried to New Yourk and 1995 Wl Fl 
640 

Wk 
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the American War. 


edi in the provoſt of that city. About three weeks after, he 


e) he vas taken out of the provoſt down to the water fide, put into 

0 5 a boat, and brought again upon the Jerſey ſhore, and there, 

p " WT contrary to the practice of all nations but ſavages, was hung 
War 


on a tree, and left hanging until found by our people, who 
took him down and buried him. | 
| © The inhabitants of that part of the country where the 
murder was committed, ſent a deputation to General Waſh- 
ington, with a full and certified ſtate of the fact. Struck, as 
every humane breaſt muſt be, at ſuch Britiſh outrage, and 
| determined both to puniſh and prevent it for the future, 
W the General repreſented the caſe to General Clinton, who 
then commanded and demanded that the refugee officer, who 
ordered and attended the execution, whoſe name is Lippin- 
cut, ſhould be delivered up as a murderer, and in caſe of re- 
tuſal, that the perſon of ſome Britiſh officer ſhould ſuffer in 
bis ſtead, The demand, though not refuſed, has not been 
| complied with, and the melancholy lot (not by ſeſection but 
by caſting lots) has fallen upon Captain A/5:1, of the guards, 
a priſoner under the capitulation of York-town.] The ref. 
@ ugees' pretence for this violent act, was, © That Captain 
Huddy ſometime before, made priſoner of a certain Philip 
White of their party, and after having maimed him, broke 
both his legs, and tauntingly bid him run;” but (ſays the 
relator of this affair) This flimſy ſtory muſt have been 
[created by the murderous hearts of the refugees to cloak 
Weber villainy.“ It was fully proved, that Captain Huddy 
vas cloſely confined a priſoner at New Vork, at the time, 
yard for many days before Winte was taken, To ſet this 
matter right, an extract of a letter, dated at Freehold, Mon- 
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7 mouth county, 15th of April, was publiſhed at Trenton re— 
as. Wipetting White, It relates © His being taken the laſt of 
7 me March, and after tokens of ſurrendering as a priſoner, he 


took up a muſquet and killed a ſon of Colonel Hendrickſon, 
but being taken by ſome light horſe, and while they were 
conducting him to Freehold, he again attempted to make his 
Welcape, and being called upon ſeveral times to ſurrender, and 


ary ke. 
allo to 
of the 


Hudds atinuing to run, when leaping into a bog impaſſable by 
Jarty of ww horſe, he received a ſtroke on his head with a ſword, 
ommol Jvbich killed him inſtantly, The above faëts were proved 
rival u Wy aſhdavits of the perſons who were prelent and by the vol— 


3 
EE 
— 
E 
/ 


be ſaid White.“ 
The true cauſe of the borbarity to Captain Huddy, was 
Wd to be, his having ſeveral times bravely defended him- 


Mary teſtimony of one Aaron, who was taken priſoner with 
7 a pert | 
ſon, 
d jog 
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1781. ſelf when attacked by the refugees, and in ſome inſtance, 
Ly! been ſucceſstul againſt them. 

Sir Guy Carlton (after Clinton's depatinre! though applied 
to for the delivering up the perpetrators of this act, to ſave the 
life of the unfortunate Aſgil, did not do it. Lippencut 1s 
121d to have hada trial by ageneral court martial at New York, 
and was cleared by proving he acted under orders from the 
| board of retugees ; : the Preſident of which board had been 
the King's Governour of the neighbouring State, and had 
embarked for England, 

Mrs. Aſgil, mother of the deſtined victim, wrote a mor. 
ing letter to M. Vergennes, Miniſter of France, repreſenting 
the youth (about nineteen) and innocence of ber ſon, and 
the diſtreſs of her family, her huſband ſick, given over 
by his phyſicians, and her daughter ſeized with a delirium, 
&c. The humane miniſter interpoſed and reprelented the 
above circumſtances to General Waſhington, and he to Con. 
grels, in conſequence of which young Aſgil was releated by 
their order in the month of November, 

April 19. The United Provinces of Holland having entered into al. 
85 liance with France, offenſive and defenſive, conſented there. 
by to defend the treedom of America, and now reſolved in 
recognize the independency of ſaid States, and in conle. 
quence thereof admitted John Adams, Eq. as Miniſter Pie. 
nipotentiary from the thirteen, United States, to their High 
Mightineſſes the States. General, to which office he had been 
appointed after Congreſs had advice of the capture of Henry 
„Laurens, Eſq. on his paſſage from Phiiadelphia to Holland, 
Sepiealber 12th, 1780. a 

Mr. Adams had preſented addreſſes to them on this ſub. 
Jett in the months of March, 1781, and January, 1782, and 
they had deliberated on perinitting kim to deliver credentiais 
but the queſtion was not determined till this day. The cie. 
dentials be delivered to the Pieſident of che States- Gefell 

was conceived in the following terms: 

« Moſt High and Mighty Lords, 
„The United States of America in Congreſs aiſembicd 

impreſſed with a ſenſe of the prudence and magnanimny d 

their High Mighiineſſes, 1 of their unalterable atlach. 

ments to the rights of humanity, and being deſirous of cv 
ivating a friendinip with a nation ſo remarkable for thei 
wiſdom and moderation, have appointed Mr. 7 1: lan, 
an ancient deputy in Congreſs, from the Province of Mz 
chuſetts, and a member of the Councih of that State teen 
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the American War. 


tentiary, to the end that proof may be given to the Republic 
of the high eſteem the Americans entertain of their High 
Mighunefſes. Allo are requeſted to confide unreſervedly 
in whatever {aid Miniſter fhall communicate from us, and eſ- 
pecially when he ſhall aſſure them of the ſincerity of our af- 


fection and reſpett, &c. S. HUNTINGTON, 
 Plaladelphaa, Fanuary 1, 1781. Preſident,” 


A few days after delivery of the above, the American 
Miniſter preſented a memorial relative to the buſineſs of 
his miſſion in the words following, viz. * That he was 


charged with an order of Congrels to propoſe to the States- 


General, &c. a treaty of friendſhip and commerce, &c. be- 
tween the two Republics, and requeſting they would appoint 


one or worte of 1ts ſubjects to conter and treat with him on this 


important point.” 


Commodore Gillon, commander of the South Carolina 
frigate, 1n a letter of this date to Governour Matthews of 
that State, informs him that © he, together with a fleet of 
Spaniſh and American veſſels, ſailed from Havannah, and 
inveſted New Providence, The Spaniſh General having 
ſummoned the Governour Maxwell to ſurrender, he deliv- 
ered up the iſland, and the other Bahamas, by capitulation, 


May 15 


to the Spaniſh General, Cagigal, 2 behalf of the crown of 


Spain, 


Although there are not many good harbours among theſe 


iſlands, vet when it is conſidered that they extend from the 
jatitude of 219 ©, to the latitude of 279 go' north, and from 
the longitude of 70 to about the longitude of 79 weſt from 


London, filling up the ſeas from about oppoſite the centre 


of che iſland of Hiſpaniola, to above half way down the iſland 
ot Cuba, and then ſtretching from Cape Florida, to very 
near a-breſt of Cape Canaveral, on the continent of North 
America, Their being in poſſeſſion of a friend or an enemy, 
is of no ſmall conſequence to the United States, eſpecially 
as the different ſhoals and ſmall iſlands, form a fhelter for 
cruiſers, and from the particular turn theſe people have tor 
privateering, they ſucceeded ſo well as to capture upwards 


of an hundred and ſixty veſlels, during the laſt twelve months, 


many of which were Americans. 


Major-General Wayne at Georgia, writes to Major-Gen- 
eral Greene of this date, That the enemy were out in force 
irom Savannah, in conſequence of wluch he put the troops un- 
der his command, in motton, and having intelligence the 2 1ſt 
o May in what manner the troops wee diſpoſed; notwich— 
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ſtanding the difficulty of the rout to their poſition, as well as the 
deiicacy of a meaſure that would place him between the 
whole of the enemy's force in Georgia, but relying on the ac. 
tivity of his officers and troops he directed them to advance, 
upon conviction, that the ſucceſs of an attack in the night de. 
pended more on proweſs than numbers, On the Ogeeberoad, 
about four miles ſouth-weſt of Savannah, his vanguard charged 
the enemy with ſuch vivacityas immediately terminated in the 
total defeat and diſperſion of all the Britiſh cavalry, and a large 
body of infantry picked from the 7th regiment, the Heſhans, 
Fannings, and Browne's regulars, with the Chittaco Indians, 
tories, +3 commanded by Colonel Browne. The almoſt 
impenetrable thick woods, deep moraſſes, and ſwamps, into 
which they plunged in a diſperſed ſtate, under cover of the 
night, lived them from total ruin, at the expenſe of a great 


the act 
deſertic 

To 1 
five of 
brough 

He e 
tary, al 
him to 
tenor o 


q the paſ 


proportion of their arms and horſes, which they abandoned 


to procure perſonal ſafety. A number fell into the hands, of 
General Wayne, among whom 1s Lieutenant-Colonel Doug. 


las, dangerouſly wounded, He colledted about twenty or 


thirty of their beſt dragoon horſes, and Colonel Browne and 
Lieutenant. Colonel Ingram did not get back to Savannah 


till the ſecond night after the action, and then unattended. 


Generel Wayne effected this fatiguing march of forty 
miles in a few hours, and with the lols of only five privates 
killed and two wounded. The General advanced with his 
troops in view of the enemy's lines, but the commander, 


General Clarke, not choofing to come out, he marched his 


troops back to Ebenezer. 8 
General Leſlie now commander of the Royaliſts in Caro. 
ina, in conſequence of ſome official papers, he had received 
trom Sir Henry Clinton before he left the continent, pro- 
poſed to General Greene a ceſſation of arms ; but as the laitel 
had no advice from Congreſs on that ſubject, be did not 
think himſelf at liberty to make ſuch an agreement, 
From a repreſentatation of the circumſtances of the Ro). 
aliſts in that State, it appears they much needed the cellation 
propcſed. The flying parties from Charleſton, though they 
made frequent excurſions into the country, bad very lit: 
ſucceſs, The Continentals having the poſſeſſion of it, 
was with much difficulty they got ſupplies of proviſions e, 
cept rom the iſlands, which were greatly interrupted, It wi 


at that time reported that the province had raiſed above 80,000 


barrels of rice the year (1781) yet the Britiſh ſhips could not 
come at it before, and were obliged to leave Charleſton ! 
ballaſt, Their army there, was alſo greatly reduced bj 
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| the actions they had been engaged in, by ſickneſs, and by 


deſertion. 8 TY 3 
To make a ſeparate peace with the United States, exclu- 
five of France, was the object of the act of Parliament 


brought to America by Sir Guy Carlton. 


He delivered his public papers to Mr. Morgan, his Secre- 
tary, and requeſted of General Waſhington a paſſport for 


him to Congreſs, but they having previous knowledge of the 


tenor of the act, directed the commander in chief not to grant 


E the paſſport requeſted, as it would be a waſte of time to delib- 


erate on terms they had ſome time before reſolved were in- 
admiſſible by them, 1 

Congreſs paſſed the following act: 

„ Whereas the enemy, having renounced the hope of ac- 
compliſhing their deſigns ain the United States by force 
alone, are reſorting to every expedient which may tend to cor- 
rupt the patriotiſm of their citizens, or to weaken the founda- 
tion of the public credit : And in purſuance of this policy, 
are encouraging, to the utmoſt, a clandeſtine traffic between 
the inhabitants of this country, and thoſe who reſide within 


che garriſons and places therein, now in their poſſeſſion: 


And whereas ſome of the ſaid inhabitants, prompted cither 


by a ſordid attachment to gain, or by a ſecret conſpiracy with 
E the enemies of their country, are wickedly engaged in car: y- 
ing on this illicit traffic, whereby a market is provided for Brit- 


1h merchandizes, the circulating ſpecie is exported from the 
United States, the payment of taxes rendered more difhcul: 
and burthenſome to the people at large, and great diſcourage- 


ment occaſioned to honeſt and lawful commerce. 


* Reſolved, that it be and hereby is recommended to the 


& Legiſlatures of the. ſeveral States, to adopt the moſt eſgca- 
clous meaſures for ſuppreſſing all traffic and illicit intercourſe 
between their reſpective citizens and the enemy. 


KReſolved, that the Legiſlatures, or in caſe of their receſs, 


dhe Executives of the ſeveral States, be earneſtly requeſted 
o impreſs, by eveiy means in their power, on the reſpective 
alizess at large, the baneful conſequences apprehended by 


Congreſs from a continuance of this illicit and infamous 
traffic, and the neceſlity of co- operating with the public 


neaſures, by ſuch united, patriotic, and vigilant exertions, 
as will detect and bring to legal puniſhment, thoſe who ſhall 
bave been in any manner concerned therein,” | 

$ Congreſs removed from thiladelphia to Princeton by di- June 28. 
ection of their Preſident, Elias Boudinot, Eig. 


Junc 21. 


June 29. 
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Their removal was in conſequence of a mutzny, which 
happened among a few of the Continental troops at Philz. 
delphia (ſome Pennſylvania levies from Lancaſter.) They 
ſeized the magazines, artillery, &c. ſurrounded the Senate 
Houſe, and ſent a letter to the Preſident of Congreſs d. 


manding Their authority to appoint ſuch officers over 


them as they could confide in, and would redreſs their griey. 
ances ; that they had only twenty minutes to deliberate, 
and they might judge of the conſequences it they refuſed,” 
The Preſident of the State of Pennſylvania, Jo Dickinſon, 
E/q. iniertered, with the light horſe, &c. But it appeared 
to Congiels, from the preſent Nate of things in Philadelphia, 
that there was not ſufficient energy in that government to 

rotett them in caſe matters were brought to extremities, 


and therefore thought it prudent for that body to quit the 


city. 1 | 

* Sharon, about five miles from Savannah, Generl| 
Wayne was attacked in a violent impetuous manner þy i 
large body of Cherokee Indians; with whom, it was ſaid, there 
was a Britiſh officer. They drove a light company in the rea 
of Colonel Poſey's battalion, and took two pieces ot artille. 
ry, but Captain Parker, aſſiſted by Captain Gun, with hi 
troops of dragoons advanced upon the enemy, notwichſtand. 
ing a heavy fire and hideous yell. At the ſame time Colo- 
nel Poley and Major Finley charged the enemy in flank, and 
ſoon cauſed the total rout of the ſavages, Fourteen Indians 
and two whites were killed; among the former was Em. 
tifego, their principal warriour. General Wayne had the 

recaution to prevent “junction ot the Britiſh garrilon at 
Savannah with the ſavages, When the Rayalifts came out 
be drove them back. They took one Britiſh flandard, and 
one hundred and twenty-ſeven horſes with packs. Of the 
Continentals, five were killed, and eight wounded, The 


following [tory was told in Carolina: © That in the engage. 


ment, a ſingle combat was tought between the General and 
the Indian chief Emiſtifego. 
was ſhot under him, and the tomahawk of the chief upliited, 
and in the moment ot putting an end to his lite, a dragoon, 
came up and diſpatched the Indian warriour with his {word. 


This day the Britiſh eracuated Savannah, in Georgia, 


and General Wayne took poileſſion of it. This brave man, hu 
mane, and generous as he is brave, jnſtead of making then 
{uffer for the part they had taken, iſfued general orders that 


40 inſult or depredations ſhould be committed on the inh. 
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er itants by his troops; the civil authority to take cognizance 
They of criminals and default if any there was. | 
Lene The merchants and traders to 25 genuine invoices of 
ſs 4. | their goods of every ſpecies, and à reaſonable profit to be 
; over allowed them for ſuch articles as ſhould be taken for uſe of 
griey- the army, &c. 5 | | 5 5 5 

heal The Royaliſts under the orders of General Leſlie, were 
ſuſeg“ WF this month ravaging Combakee river, in queſt of rice, and 
iin/on, other proviſions tor the garriſon of Charleſton: General 
peared Greene detached ſome light troops under General Gift to 


& oppole them; they miſſed them, and were obliged to retire 
WE without obtaining their object, but the Continentals ſuſtained 
4 very heavy loſs ; Colonel Fohn Laurens, being {lain this day 
W in a ſkirmiſh with another party of the enemy's troops. 
This geitleman was ſon of Henry Laurens, Eſq. late Preſi- 
dent of Congreſs, and had been employed by them on a ſpe- 
W cial embaſſy to France, to obtain a loan for the United 
States. He arrived in that kingdom the 14th of Novem- 


elphia, 
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Aug. 27: 


|, thete 

he rea ber, and having ſucceeded in his negociation, he returned 

artille. to his country with Mr. T. Paine (who accompanied him 

ith his there.) He is the laſt officer of, note, ſlain in the war, and 

h and. is characterized“ As having poſſeſſed abilities equal to the 

Colo. higheſt ſtations.“ 0 | Te 

11; and . Brigadier-General Marrian repulſed 4 party of one hun- Aug. 29; 
India dred horſe, and ſome dragoons; who had croſſed Biggin's ® 
EM bridge at Fardo's plantation, under Major Fraſer; they broke 

a the and retreated in confuſion, leaving behind them a Captain 


8 

i 
* 
* 


Gillis, and three men dead one priſoner, eight horſes, and 


on at | | 
General Marrian loſt his ammu- 


me o | | 
d, and "tion waggon, and baggage; the driver being affrighted 
Of the Wiirove off; contrary to orders. The enemy. took the road to 
ue Huge's bridge, and Major Conyers was diſpatched in pur— 
I t of them: The day after this affair happened, the Gene- 
rab and al forwarded the above account to Governour Matthews. 


la this month arrived at New York, Admiral Lord Hood, 
n the Barſleur, from the Weſt-Indies ; and Admiral Pigot, 
With ſeveral ſai] of the line; from Jamaica, After having 
ecruited, they took their departure. 
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W A treaty of commerce was ſigned in Holland between O@, 7. 


£01914, Wl - | ; 

; 3 *% * b of the ſeven United Provinces, and Mr. Adams 

g then 3 mba ador from Congrels. ** 

15 tha: i The Britiſh government having tried every means in their Nov, go, 
inhab- Newer to ſubjugate theUnited States without ſucceſs, were at 


sth. convinced, it was time to give over the war, deſiſt 
om further offenſive operations in America; and enter imo 
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W without obtaining their object, but the Continentals ſuſtained 
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1782, negociations for a general pacification, as France and the 
yy United States would not negociate unleſs jointly, 
A Commiſſioner was ſent from the court of London, to 


Paris to treat with the American Plenipotentiaries there, 
The proviſional articles offered by Meſfrs. Adams, Franklin, 
Jay, and Laurens, on the 
accepted and ſigned at Paris this day by them, and Richard 
Oſwald, Eſq. the Britiſh Commiſſioner, 


part of the United States, were 


In the firſt article, 


of which Great-Britain agknowledges the thirteen United 
States of America, to be free, ſovereign, independent States, 
and relinquiſhes all claim to the government, property, and 
territorial rights of the ſame, | 
France and Holland alſo adjuſted their diſputes, but the 
ſeparate treaties with them were not ſigned at this time.“ 
General Leſlie, with the Royaliſts evacuated South Ca- 


Dec. 14. 


1783. 


January. 


rolina, The 


civil police in Charleſton was re-eſtabliſhed 


by the American inhabitants. 

The Americans had now repoſſeſſion of all the ſouthern 
States. It was faid, not leſs than eighteen thouſand men, 
had been employed by the Britiſh in their expeditions in 


that quarter, 


The Earl of Shelburne was Prime Miniſter, on deceaſe 
— of the Marquis of Rockingham, and at the time the provi- 
ſional articles of peace with America were ſigned, but retir- 
ed from the helm of government, before the ratification of 


them. 


The Duke of Portland was mounted in his 


Lord North came again into adminiſtration, as one of the 
principal Secretaries of State; but the Miniſtry, formed under 
the Duke of Portland, was of ſhort duration, and a new at- 
rangement took place. ty 

A report was circulated through the American camp, 
„That Congreſs did not mean to comply with their reſolves, 


reſpecting half pay.” 


This operated very powerlully on 


the minds of the officers of the army, and occaſioned them 
to forward an addreſs to Congrels, in behalf of themſelves, 


and their brethren, the ſoldiers. 


They aſked for a ſupply 


of money to be forwarded immediately to the army, for 


ſettlement of the accounts of arrearages of pay, and le- 


curity for what is due; for a commutation of balf for jul. 
pay for a certain number of years, or for a ſum in grols a 
ſhould be agreed on ; for a ſettlement of accounts, tor defic- 


iencies of rations, and compenſations, and of the deficiencies 


* Treaty 


Holland in September, 


with France ſigned January 20, 1783, wit 
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the American Mar. 


of clothing and compenſations. They conclude their addreſs 
in theſe words : © The preſſure of evils and injuries, which 
in the courſe of ſeven long years have made their condition, 


the 


Da 5 in many inſtances, WI etched, they therefore entreat that 
lin 4 Congreſs (to convince the army, and the world, that the in- 
\cre Lependence of America ſhall not be placed on the ruin of 
ard any particular claſs of citizens) will point out a mode for 
Ge. B immediate redreſs, and that the diſabled officers and ſoldiers 
ited Vith the widows and orphans of thoſe who have expended, 
ates, 1 or may expend their lives, in the ſervice of their country may 
and be comprehended, and that ſome mode be pointed out for 
we eventual payment of thoſe ſoldiers, who are the ſubjects 
the No the reſolution of Congreſs of the 15th of May, 1778.” 
1 A In conlequence of this addreſs, Congreſs paſſed the fol. 
Ca. boving reſolves, viz. | | 
hes WWE That the Superintendent of finance, be directed conform- 
ble co the meaſures already taken for that purpoſe, as ſoon 
hers Ws the ſtate of the pubhc finances will permit, to make ſuch 
men Mp1 meat, and in fuch manner as he ſhall think proper till the 
as in further order of Congreſs, | 
Wich reſpett to the ſecond article of the addreſs. (The 
ceaſe Meitlement of accounts of the arrearages of pay.) That the 
rovi- everal States be called upon to complete, without delay, the 
retire Lett ements with their reſpettive lines of the army, up to the 
ion of rit day of Auguſt, 1780; and that the Superintendent of fi- 
place, I ance to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear to him, moſt 
' the oper, for effecting the ſettlement from that period. That 
** e troops of the United States in common with all creditors 
-w ar ff the ſame, have an undoubted right to expett ſecurity [for 
I hat ſhall be found due] and Congreſs will make every et- 
camp, & ort 1n their power, to obtain from the reſpettive States, ſub- 
ſolves, 0 funds adequate to the object of funding the whole 
liy on * 0: the United States, and will enter upon an iminediare 
them full conſideration of the nature of ſuch funds, and the 
ſelves olt likely mode of obtaining them.“ 8 
ſupply WE Rep. bn of the report of the committee on the ſub- 
for bs the a dreſs, was referred to a committee of five, 
ind ſe- eneral M'Dougal and Colonel Ogden, two of the army 
for {al hk diſpatched to Congreſs on the buſineſs of the addrels, 
rrols 3 . "n+; e Knox, made known to the army- 
; defice m the A and Colonel Brooks returned to camp, to in, 
iencic n de ve: y word of mouth, of the proſpett of commuta- 
= : ming an equivalent for halt pay, which they 
, ith RE, 22 Poted in their addreſs, General M'Dougal contin- 


= At Congrels on the army buſineſs, whilſt the impreſſion 


95 


1783. 
— 


Jan. 25, 


Feb. 8. 


* 


An Hiſtorical Journal of 
1783. of the report which occaſioned the addreſs to Congrefz 


(however falſe) remained on the minds of ſome officers; and 
notwithſtanding Congreſs were doing all that the circum- 
ſtances of the States would admit to relieve and ſatisfy the 
DE , 
March 10, Some anonymous papers, addreſſed to the officers, &c, 
bs made their appearance, and were calculated to inflame their 
minds, and cauſe fedition in the army, but the wiſe and pru. 
dent conduct of the commander in chief prevented it. 
The commander in chief, in a letter to the Preſident of 
Congreſs, dated this day, incloſed the reſult of the grand 
convention of officers, who had met agreeable to his order, 
on the 15th inſtant ; his Excellency opened the convention 
with an addreſs to them on the ſubject of their being called 
together, in which he acquaints them that, * By an anony. 
mous ſummons, an attempt has been made to convene you 
1ogether ; how inconſiſtent with the rules of propriety ! 
how unmilitary ! and how ſubverſive of all good order and 
diſcipline ! let the good ſen{; of the army decide, In the 
moment of this ſummons, another anonymous produddtion 
was ſent into circulation, addreſſed more to the feelings and 
paſſions, than to the reaſon and judgment of the army; the 
author of the peace is entitled to much credit for the good: | 
neſs of his pen, and 1 could wiſh he had as much credit for 
the rectitude of his heart; for as men ſee through different 
opticks, and are induced by the refletting faculties of the 
mind, to uſe different means to obtain the ſame end, the 
author of the addreſs ſhould have had more charity than to 
mark for ſuſpicion the man, who ſhould recommend modem: 
tion and longer forbear? ce, or in other words, who doe 
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If not think as he thinks and act as he adviſes, But he hal 

19 another plan in vie, in which candour and liþerality d 
ij ſentiment, regard t juſtice and love of country, have . 
0 part; and he was ght to inſinuate the darkeſt ſuſpicion u 
1 affect the blackeſt deſigns, | 5 

44 That the addreſs is drawn with great art, and is deſigned 
1 anſwer the moſt inſidious purpoſes; that it is calculated toi: 

14 preſs the mind with an idea of premeditated injuſtice in tht 


ſovereign power of the United States, and rouſe all thoſe f. 
ſeniments which muſt unavoidably flow from ſuch a belt] 
that the ſecret mover of this ſcheme (whoever he may b. 
intended to take advantage of the paſſions, while they vet 
warmed by the recollection of paſt diſtreſſes, without gig 
time for cool deliberate thinking, and that compoſure of m 
which is fo neceſſary to give dignity, and ſtability tc mech 
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ures, is rendered too obvious by the mode of conducting 178g. 
the buſineſs to need other proof than a reference to the pro 


ceeding. Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incum- 


bent on me to obſerve to you, to ſhew upon what principles 


] oppoſed the irregular and haſty meeting, which was propoſ- 
ed to have been held on Thurſday laſt, and not becauſe I 
wanted a diſpoſition to give you every opportunity conſiſt- 
ent with your own honour, and the dignity of the army to 
make known your grievances,” &c. Atter ſhewing the im- 

racticability of the meaſures propoſed in the anonymous 
addreſſes, his confidence in the gratitude and juſtice of Con- 


greſs, and pledginghimſelf to exert whatever ability he poſſeſſ- 


ed in their favour, and recommending them not to take any 
meaſures which, viewed in the calm light of reaſon, would 
leffen the dignity they had hitherto maintained, His Excel- 
lency withdrew, and the convention unanimoully reſolved 
to preſent him their thanks for his excellent ſpeech. 

General Knox, Colonel Brooks, and Captain Howard, 
were appointed a committee to draw up ſome reſolutions, 
expreſſive of the buſineſs of the convention. They report- 
ed, and the convention 

** Reſolved unanimouſly, that at the commencement of the 
preſent war, the officers of the American army, engaged in 
the ſervice of their country, from the pureſt love and attach- 
ment to the rights and liberties of human nature, which mo- 
tives ſtill exiſt in the higheſt degree, and that no circum- 
ſtance of diſtreſs or danger ſhall induce a conduct, that 


may tend to ſully the reputation and glory, which they have 
acquired at the price of their blood, and eight years faithtul 


ſervices, 


* Reſolved unanimouſly, that the army continue to have 
an unſhaken confidence in the juſtice of Congreſs and their 
country, and are fully convinced that the Repreſentatives 
of America will not diſband, or diſperſe the army, until their 
accounts are liquidated, thr. balances accurately aſcertained, 
and adequate funds eſtabliſhed for payment. And in this 
arrangement, the ofhcers expect that the half pay, or com- 
mutation of it, ſhould be efficaciouſly comprehended. 

© Reſolved unanimoully, that his Excellency the command- 
er in chief, be requeiied to write to his Excellency the Preſ- 
ident of Congreſs, earneſtly intreating the more ſpeedy de- 
ciſton of that honourable body, upon the ſubjetts of our late 
«adreſs, which was forwarded by a committee of the army, 
lome of whom are waiting upon Congreſs, for the reſult. 
In the alternative of peace or war, this event would be high- 


178g. 
Kage? 


3 


March 22. 
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ly ſatisfactory, and would produce immediate tranquillity in 


the minds of the army, and prevent any further machinations 
& deſigning men to ſow diſcord between the civil and mili. 
tary powers of the United States, 


© Reſolved unanimouſly, that the officers of the American 


army view with abhorrence, and reject with diſdain the in. 
famous propoſitions contained 1n a late anonymous addreſs 
to the officers of the army, and reſent with indignation the 
ſecret attempts of ſome unknown perſons, to collect the oth. 
cers together, in a manner, totally ſubverſive to all diſcipline 
and good order, 8 

Reholved unanimoufly, that the thanks of the officers of 


the army, be given to the committee who preſented to Con- 


greſs the hte addreſs of the army, for the wiſdom and pru- 
dence with which they have conducted that buſineſs ; and 
that a copy of the proceedings of this day, be tranſmitted by 
the Preſident to Major-General M'Dougal ; and that he be 
requeſted to continue his ſolicitations at Congrels, until the 
objects of his miſſion are accompliſhed, The meeting was 
then diſſolved. (Signed) = 
HORATIO GATES, 
Preſident.“ 
This day Congreſs came to the following reſolutions: 
Whereas the officers of the ſeveral lines under the imme. 
diate command of his Excellency, General Waſhington, did 
by their late memorial tranſmitted, repreſent to Congrels 
that the half pay granted by ſundry reſolutions, was regarded 
in an unfavourable light by the citizens of ſome ot the 
States, who would * 
of years, or by a ſum in groſs, to an eſtabliſhment for life; 
and did, on that account, ſolicit a commutation of their halt 


pay for an equivalent, in one of the modes abovementioned, in 


order to remove all ſubjects of diſſatis faction from the minds ot 
their fellow citizens. And whereas, Congreſs are deſirous, as 
well of gratifying the reaſonable expectations of the ofſicers oi 
the army, as of removing all objections which may exiſt in 
any part of the United States, to the principles of the halt 
pay eſtabliſhment, for which the faith of the United States 
nath been pledged ; perſuaded that thoſe objections can on- 
ly ariſe from the nature of the compenſation, not from any 
indiſpoſition to compenſate thoſe, whole ſervices, ſacrifices 


and {ujſerings, have ſo juſtly a title tothe approbation and re. 


wards of their country. | | 
*« Therelore reſolved, that ſuch officers as are now in {er- 
vice 3 4 {h; II py zun } TY ) d 1 h | ſha!) 
ice, and hall continue therein to the end of the war, 1R2: 


er a compenſation for a limited term 
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- be entitled to receive the amount of five years full pay in 
1s money, and ſecurities on intereſt, at ſix per cent, per annum, 
1 as Congreſs ſhall find moſt convenient: inſtead of the half 
; ay promiſed for life, by the reſolution of the 2 1ſt day of 
18 basber, 1780. The ſaid ſecurities to be ſuch as ſhall be 
4 iven to the creditors of the United States. Provided that 
" it be at the option of the lines of the reſpective States, and 
5 not of officers ; individuals in thoſe States to accept or refuſe 
: the ſame. And provided alſo, that their election ſhall be ſig- 
EE p'fied to Congreſs, through the commander in chief, from 
” the lines under his immediate command within two months; 
ins and through the commanding officer of the ſouthern army, 
1 from thoſe under his command, within ſix months, from the 
Bey date cf this reſolution. 3 
\ That the ſame commutation Thall extend to the corps 
4d not belonging to the lines of particular States, and who are 
var entitled to half pay tor life as aforeſaid; the acceptance or 
r retulal to be determined by corps, and to be fignified in the 
i | ſame manner, and within the ſame time as above mention- 
| ed, | 
0 That all officers belonging to the hoſpital department, 
: { who are entitled to half pay by the reſolution of the 17th 
Wt day of January, 1781, may collettively agree to accept, or 
did refuſe the aforeſaid commutation, ſignifying the ſame thro' 
nel che commander in chief, within ſix months from this time. 
del That ſuch officers as have retired at different periods, 
be entitled to half pay for life, may, collectively in each State, 
erm in which they are inhabitants, accept or refuſe the ſame - their 
lite: acceptation or refuſal to be ſignified by agents, authorized for 
a that purpoſe, within ſix months from this period. That 
1: with reſpect to ſuch retiring officers, the commutation, if ac- 
1. cepted by them, ſhall be in lieu of whatever may be now 
5 az due to chem, ſince the time ot their retiring from ſervice, as 
45 of 1 well as of what might hereafter become due, and that as ſoon 
iin a” their acceptance ſhall be ſignified, the Superintendent 
1.1; ot finance be, and he is hereby directed to take meaſures 
te: | M tor the ſettlement of their accounts accordingly, and to iſſue 
n. them certificates bearing intereſt at ſix per cent, 
: any = That all officers entitled to half pay for lite, not included 
ic in the 2 reſolution, may allo collectively aftee to 
dre. LI refuſe the atorefaid commutation, ſignifying the 
blame within ſix months from this time.“ 
1 $ The war being ended, we will now ſee how the accoun: 
bel fands, and we ſhall find the following to be a juſt ſtatemen: 
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pounds ſterling. 


public credit, they recommended and reſolved on“ An 


not longer than twenty-five years.“ Congreſs alſo recom. 


Fc, 3//ices were eſtabliſhed in each State of the Union. 


done 
= com! 
ſione 
who 


A lo to Great-Britain, of two large armies, captured by 
the States (excluſive of many thouſands, killed and taken 
in various actions of the war.) Thirteen colonies diſmem. 
bered from them, and an increaſe of their national debt, in 
ſeven years, one hundred and twenty millions. 188 

The United States have gained independency and the liber) ber o 
they contended for, and find their debt to be leſs than forty. Wi As 


five millions of dollars (which is ſhort of ten million pounds om 
ſterling, viz. ({9.993,424 9/. 6d. ſterling.) _ = 3 
The national debtof Great-Britain, at this period, amounts . 4 er, 


to the enormous ſum of two hundred and forty million 


oy 7 $ 
* 5, . 
1 


The whole ot the American debt is, viz. ol the 


Foreign debt - - — __ 7,885,085 5 8 . 
. 34,115,290 4 ö. 
Annual intereſt on both, foreign at ea b | 
5 Per cent. domeſtic, 6 Per 2,415,950 7 | "ac 
cent. per annum Wis co, 
Dollars 44·416, 31 dier 
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Congreſs took into conſideration the ſlate of their national 
debt, and for the purpoſe of diſcharging it, and reſtoring the 


impoſt upon goods imported into the States from any tor- 
eign ports,” On the articles of rum, ſugar, molaſſes, wine, 
cotton, coffee, and India teas, the duty is Ripulated and fixed, 
Oa all other goods (agreeable to this reſolve) a duty of five 
per cent. ad valorem 1s to be paid. This impoſt to continue 


mended to the ſeveral States to eſtabliſh for the ſame term, 
ſubftantial revenues, as ſhould be moſt convenient to ſupply 
their reſpective proportions of one million five hundre! 
thouſand dollars annually, excluſive of the forementione! 
duties. 5 | N | 

At, or about the time Congreſs had agreed on the comm 
lation ad, they received advice, that the proviſional article 
of peace were ſigned, but as the Definitive Treaty was de 
layed, the army could not prudently be totally diſbandes, 
Economy was therefore conſulted, and it was thought proper 
to leſſen the public expenditures as conveniently as could be 


* The plan of Imboſt was not adopted by all the Stats 
til the new Federal Conſlitution took place in 1789. 


In their firſt ſeſſion, they paſſed © an impoſt bill,” and in. 
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done. Accordingly Congreſs reſolved, © To inſtruct the 


commander in chief to grant furloughs to the non. commiſ- 


ſioned officers and ſoldiers, enliſted to ferve during the war, 
who were to be diſcharged as ſoon as the definitive treaty of 
peace was concluded, together with a proportionable num- 


ber of commiſſioned officers. | 


As foon as this refolution was known by the army, and the 
commander in chief had iſſued orders conformablethereto, the 
Generalsaud officers of the troops, in cantonment on Hudſon's 
river, addteſſed his Excellency on the ſubjett ; and expreſſ- 


1 ed their difſatis faction with it. They ſolicit him, That the 
order of the ſecond of June, fcunded on the act of Congrels, 


of the 26th of May, may be fuſpended, or varied in its oper- 
ation. So far as that no officer or ſoldier be obliged to re- 
ceive a furlough, until that Honourable body can be appriz- 


ed of the wretched ſituation into which they muſt be plung- 
ed by a conformity to it. That your Excellency will en— 
deavour to prevail on Congreſs, nay, that on the principles 


of common juſtice, you will inſiſt that neither officer nor 


boldier be compelled to leave the field, until a liquidation of 
accounts can be effected, tillthe balances are aſcertained, cer- 
WS tificates for the ſums due given, including the commutation 
of half pay to the officers, and the gratuity of eighty dollars 
WS to the ſoldiers, and till a ſupply of money can be turniſhed 
WS lufficient to carry us from dhe feld of glory, with honour to 
yg ourſelves and credit to our country.” 


To this addreſs, the commander in chief, returned an an- 


ſwer, and juſtifies the meaſure Congreſs had taken,“ That it 
Eg undoubtedly was by a reduction of expenſe, to enable the 


Wfinancier to make the three months pay to the army, which 


ö on all hands have been agreed to, be abſolutely and indiſpen- 
ably neceſſary.“ | 


His Excellency informed them that he had ſent a meſſage 


os the financier to urge the neceſſity of forwarding the notes 


Wl for the three months payment] with all poſſible diſpatch. 


bat the expenſe of every day, feeding the whole army, 
ould increaſe very conſiderably, the inability of the public, 
o diſcharge the debts already incurred, at leaſt, for a conſid. 
eerable time to come. | 
His Excellency relying on the good intentions of Con- 
es, reſpecting the army, he complied on certain conditions, 
ich the requeſt of the officers, in their addreſs to him, 
6er ing furloughs in ail ſervices, as a mutter of indulgence, 
Bp" not of compulſion. | 


On this day, the commander in chief wrote to his Excel. 


cy, the Prefident of Congreſs, from his Head Quarters 
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at Newburgh, and encloſed to him the addreſs of the Gene. 
rals and officers, to him, and his anſwer. He informed the 
Preſident that the principle ſubjects of complaint, was the 
delay of the three months payment, and the ſettlement of ac. 
counts; that be had made ſome little alterations reſpecting 
turloughs, &c. R | 
General Greene took leave of the army he had command. 
ed in Carolina, and in his general orders of this date, he tell; 
them It is his happineſs that he had the honour to command 
an army, not leſs diſtinguiſhed for its patience, than bravery; 
and it will add no ſmall luſtre to your character to ſay, tha 


vou have rejected with abhorrence, the practice of plunder. 


Auguſt 7. 


Ang. 26. 


ing and the exerciſe of cruelty, although urged by your ne. 
ceſſities to the former, and by the example of your enemies 
to the laſt. United by principle, and connected by affec. 
tion, you have exhibited to the world, a proof that elevated 
ſouls, and perſevering tempers, can triumph over every dit. 
ficuliy.“ . 
8 impreſſed with a ſenſe of the ſervices of the 
commander in chief of the army of the United States, wiſhed 
to exhibit a permanent teſtimony of it, and at their ſeſſion in 
Princeton, reſolved to erect a monument of General Waſþ. 
ington, viz. That an equeſtrian ſtatue of his Excellency, 
be erected at the place where the reſidenee of Congreſs ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed. The American Commiſſioners in France, 
to employ the beſt artiſts in Europe to execute the deſign, 
which Congreſs propoſed, fhould be as follows, viz. © On 
the marble pedeſtal, which is to ſupport the ſtatue, is to be 
repreſented in Baſſo relievo, the principal events of the war, 
in which General Waſhington commanded in perſon, evac- 
uation of Boſton, capture of Trenton, battle of Princeton, 
action at Monmouth, ſurrender of York.” Beſides this in- 
tended demonſtration of reſpect, at the requeſt of Congreſs, 
his Excellency attended them the 26th of Auguſt, and re- 
ceived the united thanks of America, in an addreſs to him, 
by their Preſident (Elias Boudinot, Eſq.) 

« Your Excellency's ſervices (ſaid the Preſident) hare 
been eſſential in acquiring, and eſtabliſhing the freedom and 
independence of your country, they deſerve the grateful ac. 
knowledgments of a free and independent nation. Thele 
acknowledgments, Congreſs have the ſatisfaction of addrel- 
fing to your Excellency. Hoſtilities have now ceaſed, bit 
your country ſtill needs your ſervice, and wiſhes to avall 
herſelf of your talents, informing the arrangements which 
will be neceſſary for it in the time of peace,” &c, &c. :\ 
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ene. what greater honour can any mere man arrive; than to re. 178g. 
the WT ceive the united acknowledgments of three millions of peo- — 
the #: ple aſſembled by their Repreſentatives, declaring to all the 
| ac. © world that he hath been the temporal ſaviour of his country? 
ing ® The definitive treaty of peace was ſigned the 23d of Sep- Oc. 18 
tember, and Congreſs having ratified it, they iſſued a 
and. 85 proclamation to diſband their army. The proclamation 
tells ES purports, * That part of the army which ſtood engaged to 
nand WT ſerve during the war, and by ſeveral acts of Congreſs, had 
"ty, been turloughed, ſhould be abſolutely diſcharged after the 
that Id of November from ſaid ſervice; and that the fur— 
nder. © ther ſervice in the field of the officers deranged, and on 
rene. WT furlough, are now diſpenſed with, and they have per- 
6" BS miflion to retire from ſervice, no more to be called to com- 
e. 14 mand,” &c. In the proclamation, Congrels give their thanks 
io the army for their exertions in the cauſe of America, and 
y dit. che common rights of mankind. ; 
f the F The mode of diſbanding the army, was well calculated to 
b prevent any diſorders which might have been the conſequence 
viſhed ol diſmiſſing a large number of men in a body, The advice of 
* 9 their beloved commander in chief, and the reſolves of Con- 
alu. We W greſs to pay, and compenſate them in fuch manner as the 
1ency, Wn ability of tae United States would permit, operated to keep 
$ ſhall them quiet, and prevent tumult. 1 | 
fin | 1 erg Waſhington, in his farewel orders of this date, Nov. * 
40 ook leave of the army in a very affectionate addreſs to them; | 
he acknowledges the aſſiſtance they had given him, and ex- 
s to be Te preſſes his wiſhes for their future good conduct, when they 
e war, returned to their citizenſhip, and alſo that they might be 
 EVac- WB amply rewarded for their ſervices. | ' 
2 : 13 day, the qth of November, the firſt diviſion of Nov. 4. 
agel, e riti | _ took their departure from New York ; and 
e . 5 3 of the ſame month, the Britiſh army evacuated 
o hm ity, when General Waſhington and Governour Clinton 
ol poſſeſſion of the ſame. | 
3 ud 1 Sar . celebration of the definitive treaty of peace at New Dec. 4. 
1 0 1 eee in chief of the American army ex- 
a ens . 18 leſire to reſign his commilſion, and to retie, 
Tbec «net the principal ofhcers, who with him had trod the 
2 5 ae military glory, and had gained laurels in the fields of 
Logs » ACT took their leave of his Excellency, reſigned their 
e | ren ions and reurned to their former ſtations of private 
 whick ow 8. Frengral Walhington left the city, crolled North 
5 3 „and repaired to Congreſs then fitting at Annapolis in 


N 33 i 5 - 2 ; 
B Lryland ; and here he delivered into their hands the com- 
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miſſion he had received from them, and had ſo ably and ſuc- 


ceſsfully executed. | 
The ceremony performed on this occaſſon is thus related: 
“On the 25th day ot December, a beautiful group ot ladies 
appeared at Congreſs, the Governour, Council and Le- 
giſlature of that State, ſeveral general officers, the Conſul of 
France, and the reſpectable citizens of Annapolis. Congrels 
were ſeated and covered as repreſentatives of the ſovereignty 
of the union, the ſpectators uncovered and ſtanding. 
His Excellency, after a decent pauſe, addreſſed Congreſs 
in the following words : | 
„The great events on which my reſignation depended, 
having at length taken place, I have naw the hanour of of- 
fering my ſincere congratulations to Congreſs, and of pre- 
ſenting myſel{ before them to ſurrender into their hands 
the truſt committed to me, and to claim the indulgence of 
retiring from the ſervice of my country, happy in the con- 
firmation of our independency and ſovereignty, and plealed 
with the opportunity afforded the United States of becoming 
a reſpectable nation. I reſign wich ſatisfaction the appoint- 
ment J received with diffidence; a diſfidence in my abilities 
to accompliſh ſo arduous a taſk, Wich, however was ſuper- 
ſeded by a confidence in the rectitude of our cauſe, the ſup- 
port of the ſupreme power of the union, andthe patronage of 
heaven.” Atter encomiums on the army, and recommend: 


ing to the notice of Congreſs, his houſehold confidential ſer 


vants, hisExcellency proceeded; © I conſider it as an indil- 
penſable duty to cloſe this laſt act of my official life, by fe- 
commending the intereſts of our deareſt country to the pro- 
tection of almighty God, and thoſe who have the ſuperinten- 
dence of them to his holy keeping. Having finiſhed the work 
aſſigned e, Iretire from the great theatre of action, and bid. 
ding an ...eftionate farewel to this auguſt body, under whole 


orders I have ſo long atted, I here offer my commiſſion, 


and take my leave of all the employments of-public lite.” 

This was a moving ſcene: © Congreſs, (as the Pre ſident 
expreſſed 1t; received his addreſs and reſignation with emo- 
tions too affecting for utterance.” 

The United States of America being now free, ſoverey! 
and independent, the author of Common Senſe ſays, * Ste 
has an arduous taſk before her, that is, to make a wiſe im. 

provement of her independence; ſuch an improvement # 
will promote its proſperity, and make it illuſtrious among tbe 
nations. Finance, revenue and funds are among the fil 
objects of its attention; to do juſtice to the ſoldiers,” &c. 
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the American War. 


We cannet better conclude a journal of the principal 
incidents of the American war, than with the following per- 


tinent reflections thereon, contained inan excellent addreſs 
of Fudge Fay, delivered on a public oceaſion at New York, 


when he was chief: Juſtice of that State. | 


„The war (ſaid the chief Juſtice) was begun and has been 


ſucceſsful, in a manner ſo ſingular, and 1 may ſay miraculous, 


that when future ages fhall read the hiſtory, they will be 


tempted: to con ſider it as fabulous, 1 
„What, among other things, can appear more unworthy 
of credit, chan that in an. enlightened age, in a celebrated 
and chriſtian. country, in a nation ſo celebrated for humanity, 
as well as love of liberty and juſtice, as the Engliſh once juſtly 
were, a prince ſhould ariſe, who, by the influence of corrup 
uon only, ſhould. be able to ſeduce them into a combination, 


ro reduce three millions of his moſt loyal and affectionate ſub- 
jects to abſolute ſlavery, under pretence-of a right appertain- 


ing to God alone, / binding them in all caſes whatever, not 
even. excepting caſes of conſcience and religion? 

What can appear more improbable, though true, than that 
this prince, and this people ſhould obſtinately ſteel their 


hearts, and ſnut their ears againſt the moſt humble petitions, 


and affectionate remonſtrances, and unjuſtly determine by 
violence and force, to execute deſigns which were repro- 


bated-by every principle of humanity, equity, gratitude, and 
policy. Deſigns which would have been execrable if intend- 
ed againſt ſavages and enemies, and yet formed againſt men 


deſcended from the ſame common anceſtors with themſelves; 
men who had liberally contributed to their ſupport, and 


cheerfully fought their battles, even in remote and baleful 
countries? 


„Wil it not appear extraordinary, that thigteen colonies, 


the object of theſe wicked deſigns, divided by variety of 
governments and manners, ſhould immediately become one 
people, and though without funds, without magazines, with- 
out diſciplined troops, in the face of their enemies unani— 
mouſly determine to be free, and undaunted by the power 
of Britain, refer their cauſe to the juſtice of the Almighty, 
and reſolve to repel force by force ; thereby preſenting to 


the world an illuſtrious example of magnanimity and vutue, 


ſcarcely to be paralieted ? 


„Will it not be matter of doubt and wonder, that not- 
withſtanding theſe difficulties, they ſhould raiſe armies, eſtab— 
liſh tunds, carry on Commerce, grow rich by the ſpoils of 
their enemies, and bid defiance to the armies of Britain, and 
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1783. the ſavages of the wilderneſs ? But however incredible theſe 
dings in future may appear, we know them to be true; and, 


— 


we ſhould always remember that the many remarkable means 


and events by which our wants have been ſupplied, and our 


enemies repelled, or reſtrained, are ſuch ſtrong and ſtriking 

roofs of the interpoſition of heaven, that our having been 
hitherto delivered from the threatened bondage of Britain, 
ought like the emancipation of the Jews from Egyptian ſer- 
vitude, to be forever aſcribed to its true cauſe, and inſtead of 


ſwelling our hearts with arrogant ideas of our proweſs 


and importance, kindle'in them a flame of gratitude and pi. 
ety, which may conſume all remains of vice, and irreligion.” 

The ſmiles of heaven on the American Revolution thro' 
its ſeveral ſtages, muſt be confeſſed by all, who have paid at- 
tention to the events, The following have been noticed as 
remarkable, The fewneſs of apoſtacies in the capital cha. 
racters, the fewneſs of deſertions to the enemy; the ſailors, 
taken in the American ſervice, have preferred the honours of 


a priſon-ſhip, to fighting againſt the country who had em- 


ployed them. Men of every rank, have generally felt, and 
ſpoke alike, as if the cords of life (ſays a remarker) ftruck 
uniſon through the continent, the preſervation of the union 
of the States, the purity of Congreſs, the unſhaken patriot- 
iſm of every general aſſembly, the aid and ſupport granted 
by a foreign powerful ally, the credit the United States ob. 
tained in Europe ſo as to procure the loan of large ſums of 
money ; to which may be added, the preſervation of the 
health, life, and patriotiſm of the commander in chief ; his 
acceptableneſs to the ſoldiery, the unexpetted ſupplies at 
critical periods, by captures from their enemy (hinted at, in 
the foregoing addreſs,) the efforis of an 2nfant country, 

revailing over an elder country, full of reſources, and oblig- 
ing the latter to yield to the former.“ 


THE END 
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